Coalition voices opposition to
proposed Lake Powell
pipeline in Utah that would
use Colorado River water
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LAS VEGAS (KLAS) — Lake Mead is at a record low level.
Thursday’s reading shows the level at 1,067.7 feet. The
historic lows could trigger the federal government to declare
a shortage.
A coalition of Democratically elected officials, businesses,
agriculture interests, and conservationists from across the
Colorado River Basin gathered at Hoover Dam Thursday
asking federal officials and Congress to do more to protect
the water source.
They are calling for a moratorium on dam and diversion
projects along the Colorado River, saying they are wasteful.
The call comes as states begin to receive federal money
from the American Recovery Plan Act of 2021 and consider a
federal infrastructure package with a lot of water provisions.

The group live streamed its demands and specifically called
out the proposed Lake Powell pipeline in Utah. The pipeline
would transport billions of gallons of water underground
from northern Arizona to southwest Utah.
The coalition believes it would hurt Nevada and the other
five western states that rely on the Colorado River for water.
The Utah River’s Council, a non-profit that promotes
sustainability, says it would further deplete the river and
jeopardize the water source.
“The Lake Powell pipeline would deliver water to some of
America’s most wasteful water users in Washington county,
Utah,” said Zach Frankel, Utah Rivers Council.
Water officials from all six states have been critical of the
project, even though Utah is entitled to that water under
state agreements made a century ago.
Water officials from those states, including Nevada, have
said they’re open to negotiating.
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At shrinking Lake Mead, a new
coalition says status quo on
Colorado River is failing
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Aerials of Lake Mead, Colorado River
Lake Mead marinas are being moved as water levels decline.
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HOOVER DAM — With the concrete towers of Hoover Dam in the background and
the depleted waters of the nation’s largest reservoir below, an unlikely group of
allies — conservation activists, businesspeople and officials representing cities and
farming communities — on Thursday called for halting all plans that would take
more water from the shrinking Colorado River.
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The 10 people who spoke at the news conference said they’re part of a new
coalition demanding a moratorium on new dams and proposed pipelines,
including a proposal to transport Colorado River water to sustain urban growth in
Utah.
They said they aren’t opposed to new development but that water supplies need to
be identified first, especially as the reservoirs on the river have declined to new
lows. The coalition also declared that the shortage-sharing efforts Western water
officials have undertaken to date have been a failure. They said the status quo is no
longer viable and the Colorado River needs to be managed differently as climate
change and drought take a worsening toll on the watershed.
Advertisement

The speakers condemned plans for Utah’s Lake Powell Pipeline, saying it makes no
sense to draw more water from a river that’s already overused far beyond what it
can support.
“While the Lower Basin is going on a diet of cutting its water use, we should not let
the Upper Basin go on an all-you-can-eat buffet,” said Zach Frankel, executive
director of the Utah Rivers Council, which has been fighting plans for the pipeline.
“It’s akin to someone losing their job and going on a spending spree to buy a Rolls
Royce. This madness must stop. It is irresponsible.”
Advertisement

Kyle Roerink, executive director of the Great Basin Water Network, said the rapidly
declining level of Lake Mead at Hoover Dam shows the seriousness of the crisis.
“It’s hot as Hades right now and we know what that means for the Colorado River.
We shouldn’t be seeing the ‘bathtub ring’ growing like it is,” Roerink said, referring
to the discoloration of rocks around Lake Mead that mark the decline in water
level.

While the Lower Basin is going on a diet of
cutting its water use, we should not let the
Upper Basin go on an all-you-can-eat buffet. It’s
akin to someone losing their job and going on a
spending spree to buy a Rolls Royce. This
madness must stop. It is irresponsible.
ZACH FRANKEL, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE UTAH RIVERS COUNCIL

The dropping water levels of both Lake Mead and the upstream reservoir Lake
Powell brought together what Roerink called a “strange bedfellows coalition.” This
coalition is demanding that lawmakers and federal water managers cut back on
“wasteful” and “irresponsible” diversion projects along the Colorado River and its
tributaries.
“We’ve got farmers. We’ve got enviros. We’ve got businesses. We’re the type of
coalition that they say can’t be put together. But we’re here to say, damn the status
quo. No more business as usual,” Roerink said to the gathered crowd. “Why?
Because we’re failing. It’s plain and simple.”
The last few months have seen the river’s reservoirs reach historic lows.
Lake Mead now stands at just 35% of full capacity, with its surface about 158 feet
below the high-water mark. The lake has dropped to its lowest levels since it was
filled in the 1930s following the construction of Hoover Dam.
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Lake Mead water levels
Lake Mead marinas are being moved as water levels decline.

“If I had only been a river guide for a few years, I wouldn’t have recognized any of
the changes. But because I’ve been a river guide for over 40 years, all I can
recognize are the changes,” said John Weisheit, conservation director of Living
Rivers, who has been a river guide on the Colorado River since 1980. “If we were to
tone down our demands and live more balanced lives, we could make it through
the 21st century. As it stands now, we’re not and we won’t.”

For the first time, the federal government is expected to declare an official shortage
at Lake Mead in August. In 2022, that shortage will trigger the largest water
cutbacks to date for Arizona, Nevada and Mexico.
Arizona is in line for the biggest reductions under the 2019 Drought Contingency
Plan, which was aimed at reducing the risks of Lake Mead falling to critical lows.

Despite the cutbacks under the deal, the Colorado River’s largest reservoirs have
continued to decline dramatically over the past two years as the watershed has
been hit by some of the hottest and driest conditions on record — an especially
severe dry spell in one of the watershed’s driest 22-year periods in centuries.
The river supplies farmlands, cities and tribal nations from Wyoming to Mexico.
But it has been chronically overused, and scientific research has shown that hotter
temperatures caused by climate change are playing a big role in worsening the
drought and contributing to the shrinking flows of the river.
“This is the most important decade of this country’s existence,” Weisheit said. “We
need to ask ourselves: How are we going to respond? Are we going to do the right
thing or not?”

John Weisheit, conservation director of Living Rivers, who has been a river guide on the Colorado River since 1980, says
that “If we were to tone down our demands and live more balanced lives, we could make it through the 21st century. As it
stands now, we’re not and we won’t.” Anton L. Delgado

While this new coalition is still in its early stages, Weisheit says it’s bound to
“enlarge automatically.”
“With all of these voices and opinions, the voice becomes louder,” Weisheit said. “It
shows our government a united front that’s speaking out because the people that
are supposed to be benefiting from this system are being disappointed.”
'Red alert': Lake Mead falls to record-low level, a milestone in Colorado River's
crisis
Advertisement

The coalition is opposing a list of proposed dams, diversions and pipelines across
the river basin, which they argue would worsen the water crisis. The Lake Powell
Pipeline, however, is one of the proposals the coalition’s members are most
concerned about.
The pipeline is one of the largest new water diversions being proposed in the
Colorado River Basin. The roughly 140-mile-long project would transport water
from Lake Powell to southern Utah and supply cities like St. George and
Washington. At full capacity, the pipeline would deliver up to 84,000 acre feet of
water a year.
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Looking at the Lake Powell Pipeline route from above, through history
The proposed Lake Powell Pipeline has been a part of Washington County's political debates for more than 20 years.

“This 140-mile long, $3 billion water project represents the boondoggle of our
past,” Frankel said. “At some point, we have to stop this schizophrenic, mad policy
that the federal government has been on to advance the Lake Powell Pipeline.”
Powell pipeline: Opposition heats up as activists call for a federal investigation
Joel Williams, assistant director of the Utah Division of Water Resources, said the
pipeline has “been in the planning stages for more than 20 years” and that when
operating at full capacity it will use less than 1% of the Colorado River’s average
natural flow.
“Utah is the fastest-growing state in the country and has not developed all its
Colorado River water rights,” Williams wrote in a statement. “The project will be
paid for by water users in Washington County, one of the fastest-growing
communities in the U.S., that needs the water.”
Water levels dropping: Hoover Dam faces an epic water shortage
Members of the coalition said that building new diversions, like the pipeline, would
lead to a cascade of consequences for other communities relying on the river.
Advertisement

J.B. Hamby, vice president of California’s Imperial Irrigation District board, said
the way the Colorado River has been managed in the past “is not how it should be
managed in the present or in the future.”
“In a time of unprecedented drought, it must be recognized that the Cadillac Desert
dreams of urban sprawl across the southwestern landscape — a sort of suburban
Manifest Destiny — threaten the current and future sustainability of this river and
the communities that depend on it,” said Hamby.
The irrigation district holds the single largest water entitlement on the river, and
Hamby spoke about defending the interests of agricultural communities and the
environment, and not letting the interests of unchecked urban growth take
precedence.
“In an era of limits, we need a moratorium on dangerous and reckless projects that
would tap the Colorado River even further, and instead manage the future
development based on sustainable and identified sources of water,” Hamby said.
“An already over-tapped Colorado River cannot be tapped dry.”
Representatives of cities near Lake Mead also voiced concerns.
“We’re seeing levels here that we’ve never seen. To try and say, ‘Well, in a few years
it’ll all be back to normal,’ is probably not a realistic assumption,” said Kieran
McManus, mayor of Boulder City, Nevada, located next to Lake Mead. “We have to
do something about this, and we have to do it very soon. We are all dependent on
this Colorado River and we need to be very wise about how we use it.”

Brea Chiodini, who owns and operates Laughlin River Tours, speaks about the importance of the Colorado River to local
businesses, like hers. "If we don't have the flow of the Colorado River, we don't have a future in Laughlin." Anton L.
Delgado

Just under 100 miles downriver of Boulder City is Laughlin, Nevada. The economy
of the small resort town is dependent on the tourism that streams from the river.
“If we don’t have the flow of the Colorado River, we don’t have a future in
Laughlin,” said Brea Chiodini, who owns and operates Laughlin River Tours. “If we
continue business as usual, we will ultimately destroy these communities and
hundreds of businesses like mine.”
Advertisement

To illustrate her point, Chiodini brought posters to the coalition meeting that
showcased Laughlin’s declining water levels. In neon yellow, the signs read “Our
future flows on the Colorado River” and “No Flow, No Future.”
“We all rely on the flow of the water,” Chiodini said. “We want to call on elected
officials and the (federal Bureau of Reclamation) to consider a moratorium and
oppose any new dams or diversions and help us protect the future of the Colorado
River.”
Hot and dry: Climate change is hitting the Colorado River 'incredibly hard'
Besides local businesses and small towns on the river, members of the coalition
said low-income communities in western cities that are using more water to fuel
sprawl are also at risk.
“The consequences coming from the Colorado River will hit low-income
communities and communities of color first,” said José Silva, an environmental
justice organizer with the Progressive Leadership Alliance of Nevada.
These consequences will hit people’s wallets first, Silva said.
“Down the road, if water levels keep falling and water bills keep rising,
communities of color are going to struggle with those expenses,” Silva said. “We’re
still just coming back from a pandemic and people had to dive into their coffers
and savings to survive it, and not everyone is back on their feet with a job.”

José Silva, an environmental justice organizer with the Progressive Leadership Alliance of Nevada, says that "the
consequences coming from the Colorado River will hit low-income communities and communities of color first." Anton L.
Delgado

The consequences of these water levels will be felt by these communities regardless
of where they are along the river, Silva says. One of the reasons he felt so strongly
about joining the coalition is because of how future water shortages and cuts may
affect Mexico.
“I’m of Mexican descent. I was born in Mexico, my parents are Mexican, and it
hurts me knowing that while I’m in Las Vegas able to survive off the water supply
here, there are people in Mexico that look exactly like me that don’t have access to
that water. Either because it’s too expensive or because there’s simply not enough,”
Silva said. “It’s a quality of life issue that as a Mexican-American hurts me
especially, and it hurts even more to think about the folks like me that live in
Arizona, Texas, New Mexico and California.”
DIG DEEPER
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By bringing together the coalition, Roerink hopes to see more people represent
their own voices in conversations about water management in the U.S.
As Congress negotiates its infrastructure bill and federal funds are allocated to
address post-pandemic recovery, Roerink says it is especially important for people
to speak out now.
“I grew up learning about the Hoover Dam as a tourist destination. The older I got,
the more I learned that the dam is a foundation for the way we exist in this country
and symbolizes so much more than just American ingenuity in the late ‘20s and
‘30s,” Roerink said. “It represents who we are today and that bathtub ring is
probably the most salient representation of who we are because, right now, we’re a
people living beyond our means.”

Lake Mead has declined to its lowest levels since it was filled in the 1930s. Mark Henle/The Republic

Reporter Ed Komenda of the Reno Gazette Journal contributed to this story.
Anton L. Delgado is an environmental reporter for The Arizona
Republic/azcentral. Follow his reporting on Twitter at @antonldelgado and tell
him about stories at anton.delgado@arizonarepublic.com.
Environmental coverage on azcentral.com and in The Arizona Republic is
supported by a grant from the Nina Mason Pulliam Charitable Trust. Follow The
Republic environmental reporting team
at environment.azcentral.com and @azcenvironment
on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
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Coalition blasts plans to
divert Colorado River amid
drought

Kyle Roerink of Great Basin Water Network, center, speaks during a news conference at the
Hoover Dam in the Arizona side, Thursday, July 15, 2021, to share demands for managing the
shrinking Colorado River. (Chitose Suzuki/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)

CARSON CITY, Nev. — Farmers, environmentalists and smalltown business owners gathered at the Hoover Dam on
Thursday to call for a moratorium on pipelines and dams along
the Colorado River that they said jeopardizes the 40 million
people who rely on it as a water source.

Theyʼre pushing for the moratoriums as parts of the U.S. West
are gripped by historic drought and hotter temperatures and
dry vegetation provide fuel for wildfires sweeping the region.
Federal officials expect to make the first-ever water shortage
declaration in the Colorado River basin next month, prompting
cuts in Arizona, Nevada and Mexico.
“Weʼre here to say, ‘Damn the status quo,ʼ” said Kyle Roerink,
the executive director of the Great Basin Water Network.
“No more business as usual. Why? Because weʼre failing: Itʼs
plain and simple. We shouldnʼt be seeing that bathtub ring
growing like it is,” he added, gesturing toward the white band
that wraps the perimeter of Lake Mead, marking former water
levels.
Hot temperatures and less snowpack have decreased the
amount of water that flows from the Rocky Mountains down
through the arid deserts of the Southwest into the Gulf of
California.
Scientists attribute the extreme conditions to a combination of
natural weather patterns and human-caused climate change,
which has made the West warmer and drier in the past 30
years.
Almost a century after seven U.S. states divvied up the river,
Lake Mead and Lake Powell — the two manmade reservoirs

that store river water — are shrinking faster than expected,
spreading panic throughout a region that relies on the river to
sustain 40 million people and a $5 billion-a-year agricultural
industry.
Nevada does not use its full allocation of river water and
stands to be less affected by the cuts tied to the federal water
shortage declaration than Arizona, where farmers will have to
rely more heavily on groundwater and leave fields unplanted.
Officials in both states acknowledge the record lows are part
of an ongoing downward spiral for the river but assure water
users that theyʼve spent years preparing and have enough
water to accommodate expected population growth and
supply farmers.
But those speaking at Hoover Dam on Thursday blasted water
officials and said agreements reached in 2007 and 2019
werenʼt fulfilling their purpose to maintain the river. They said
proponents of projects to facilitate more water consumption
werenʼt being realistic about action needed to ensure the
Colorado River continues to supply water and hydropower to
the regionʼs cities and farms.
Utah Rivers Council Executive Director Zach Frankel said state
and federal officials should abandon plans to build a pipeline
to siphon water from Lake Powell to the Sand Hollow
Reservoir in southern Utah. He said it was important to ensure

federal infrastructure dollars werenʼt spent on projects that
enable more wasteful water use and pointed out that Utahʼs
Washington County — which would benefit from the diversion
— uses more water per capita than Las Vegas and Phoenix.
“It is simply madness that as the Colorado River reaches its
lowest levels in recorded history that we will be proposing a
new water diversion upstream. While the lower basin is going
to diet and cutting its water use, we should not let the upper
basin go to an all-you-can-eat buffet,” he said.
The Imperial Irrigation District, which oversees water in parts
of Southern California and has water rights to roughly 20% of
the Colorado River — more than Nevada and Arizona
combined — withdrew from the most recent set of
negotiations. JB Hamby, the vice president of the districtʼs
board, said it was important that water management policies
made in the future ensured that rural farming communities —
which use the majority of the regionʼs water — wouldnʼt bear
the brunt of the drought so that cities can keep growing.
“This suburban ‘manifest destinyʼ threatens the current and
future sustainability of this river and communities that depend
on it. We must champion and protect the diverse benefits of
irrigated farmland for the West, the nation and the world — for
food production and security, the environment, wildlife
preservation, recreation and tourism and efficient water
management.”

Sam Metz is a corps member for the Associated Press/Report
for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is
a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in
local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues.

Nevada Senator's bill bets big
on Vegas development as
Lake Mead dries up
Want to understand the Colorado River’s rapid decline over
the past two decades? Here’s an easy visual: The high-water
mark staining the stone at Lake Mead, the West’s largest
reservoir.
Known as the bathtub ring, this mark now towers nearly 150
feet above current water levels. The reservoir was last at full
capacity in 1983.
Yet, some Nevada politicians are wagering they can continue
using Lake Mead as a limitless source to develop the Mojave
Desert into another Los Angeles. That is at least foolish –– if
not negligent.
Nevada’s congressional delegation –– led by Sen. Catherine
Cortez Masto (D-Nev.) –– is pushing legislation to sell off
42,000 acres of public lands to spur new development in the
town that shadows over Lake Mead: Las Vegas.
By putting forth S. 567, a bill that will sprawl an area the size
of Miami or St. Louis alongside the existing Vegas footprint,
lawmakers are making a big bet that future residents will

have ample water to exist in the Mojave Desert.
According to population estimates ballyhooed to justify the
bill, the Southern Nevada Economic Development and
Conservation Act hopes to draw more than 820,000 new
residents to Southern Nevada’s patch of the Mojave Desert
in the next 40 years. That means there will be hundreds of
thousands of new consumers of the Colorado River in a fastwarming region in the nation’s driest state.
As it stands, about 90 percent of Southern Nevada’s water
comes from the rapidly shrinking Colorado River. When
someone buys a home or starts a business in a community,
there is an expectation that water will be there. That is not a
guarantee with this bill.
Does this sound sensible?
During a recent subcommittee hearing among members of
the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee,
onlookers heard questionable rhetoric about how selling off
vast swathes of public lands to developers will solve the
region’s housing crisis and generate economic growth that
will trickle down to all Nevadans.
We didn’t hear one word about water or Lake Mead.
Since the dawn of the 21st century, Southern Nevada’s
developed footprint has expanded — while Lake Mead has

receded.
Areas once underwater at Lake Mead are now baking in the
desert sun. Marinas are closing because there isn’t enough
water. Water intakes that once conveyed the Colorado River
to communities have been left high and dry.
Forty years ago, this reservoir stored an additional 5.5 trillion
gallons. Today, Lake Mead is at its lowest level ever. Next
month it will be even lower. The downward trend is expected
for years to come.
Hydropower generation at Hoover Dam –– which serves
Southern California and Las Vegas –– is down 25 percent
because less water means less pressure to spin turbines that
create electrons. The changes are so stark that satellite
imagery capture the human growth and water decline better
than words ever could.
Surely, that’s worth considering as Congress weighs the
purported benefits of Cortez Masto’s so-called Southern
Nevada Economic Development and Conservation Act.
Today, the Las Vegas metropolitan area is home to some 2.2
million residents and serves 40 million tourists per year.
Nevada has the smallest share of any state with water rights
on the Colorado River.
To its credit, the region’s municipal water wholesaler, the

Southern Nevada Water Authority (SNWA), has made major
investments to shore up its 276,000 acre feet of annual
Colorado River water rights (which amount to 2 percent of
the river). Green lawn removal, strict watering policies and
other measures have ensured that current residents can
have a reliable, sustainable water supply.
But Cortez Masto’s bill will require new pipelines feeding the
Colorado River to new developments. That makes little sense
when we consider what the future holds.
Hydrologic modeling of future Colorado River flows
conducted by the water authority demonstrates that there
are scenarios where Las Vegas will need a new water supply
in the coming decades.
Where will that water come from?
It is myopic to put forward a bill that invites hundreds of
thousands of new residents to a place without an identified,
sustainable supply of water. The failure to discuss that
during the Senate subcommittee hearing underscores a
disturbing fact. When it comes to supply and demand of
water in the Mojave Desert, the bill’s backers seem willing to
just roll the dice.
The stakes are too high for politicians to continue business
as usual. As it stands, this bill is a bad bet.

COVID-19 cases surge in Nevada as federal
government prepares to send...
Overnight Health Care: CDC director warns of
'pandemic of the...
Patrick Donnelly is Nevada state director at the Center for
Biological Diversity.
Kyle Roerink is executive director of the Great Basin Water
Network.

Opposition to Lake Powell
Pipeline heats up as activists
call for a federal investigation

Environmental groups opposed to the Lake Powell Pipeline
project have submitted a letter to the Department of the
Interiorʼs Inspector General asking that a federal investigation
of the Central Utah Water Conservancy District (CUWCD) be
launched.
Their allegations against this largest water district in the state
center around what they say has been a misuse of federal
funds intended to advance the Central Utah Project (CUP) as
well as statewide water conservation efforts. The CUP

is currently the second-largest proposed diversion system
aimed at bringing Colorado River water to Utah, in this case
the Wasatch Front, after the Lake Powell Pipeline, which
would transport water to Washington County.
Instead, the coalition of 11 advocacy groups says that $1
million of the $832 million allocated by Congress for those
purposes was redirected to a lobbying firm with family ties to
one of CUWCD's highest-ranking employees. Since that firm
has been involved in pushing for the completion of the
controversial Lake Powell Pipeline project, the letter suggests
that the CUWCD's use of Congressional funds may have
violated a variety of statutes, including the Utah Public
Officers & Employees Ethics Act.
Our investigation:How Washington County residents feel
about Lake Powell Pipeline
“Like every drop of Colorado River water, we must be vigilant
about tracking taxpayer dollars,” Kyle Roerink, the executive
director of the Great Basin Water Network, said in a press
release. “Congressionally appropriated funds for CUWCD
should not be spent pursuing a water-depleting, moneywasting boondoggle like the Lake Powell Pipeline. Taxpayers
and CUWCD customers have a right to know how Utah's
water elites are spending their money.”
The Lake Powell Pipeline project aims to bring up to 28 billion

gallons of water per year
to Washington County to
meet the future demands
of the area's rapidly
growing population. The
water would flow through
a buried pipeline that
would stretch 140 miles through the desert between Lake
Powell and Sand Hollow Reservoir. The state-sponsored
project has been in the works for decades and advanced
through afederally-mandated environmental review process
late last year. Critics of the project argue that it is too
expensive, too environmentally damaging and would be
unnecessary if water conservation was taken more seriously in
southern Utah.
More:The Water Tap: Utah's exceptional drought calls for
exceptional measures. Or does it?
In a related event, some of the same parties calling for
this federal investigation of the CUWCD over Lake Powell
Pipeline lobbying funds gathered Thursday on the Hoover
Dam to protest all new projects that would divert water from
the already-drought-stressed Colorado River. The group
expressed concern that an influx of federal dollars from the
American Recovery Plan Act of 2021 might enable
additional diversions from the Colorado River and its

tributaries that would impact that ecosystem, infringe on Tribal
water rights and complicate upcoming inter-state negotiations
over river management that are set to conclude in 2026.
“We need to stop thinking about the Colorado River Basin as a
series of separate state water rights and start managing it like
the one watershed it is," John Weisheit, Conservation Director
of Living Rivers, said at the event.
A flurry of recent scientific research into the factors
driving down water levels in the Colorado River and the extent
to which it will worsen in the future have concluded that
drought conditions and water level declines are unlikely to
dramatically reverse given the drying pattern that has been
documented over the past 20 years. At the same time,
population growth is putting additional strain on the
river, already the main source of drinking water for more
than 40 million people.
What the scientists say:The Water Tap: New study finds
climate change will dry Colorado River even more than
previously thought
"The reservoir system in the Colorado River basin is collapsing
due to overuse, drought, and climate change," Gary Wockner
of Save The Colorado said in an address on the Hoover Dam.
"The Lake Powell Pipeline would make it all worse, and any
improper collusion involved with the Pipeline needs to be

investigated."
In an interview with The Spectrum & Daily News on Thursday,
Utah State Senate President Stuart Adams voiced support for
both the Lake Powell Pipeline specifically and for water
infrastructure projects in general throughout the state. A
lifelong resident of Davis County near Salt Lake City, which is
not part of the CUWCD's service area, Adams said that water
development projects built by his ancestors
are benefitting Utah residents now and that it's important to
look forward to what future Utahns will need.
"There's transparency in how we spend state money," Adams
replied. "We welcome any type of questions regarding that.
That'd be great."
Joan Meiners is the Environment Reporter for The Spectrum
& Daily News through the Report for America initiative by
The Ground Truth Project. Support her work by donating to
these non-profit programs today. Follow Joan on Twitter at
@beecycles or email her at jmeiners@thespectrum.com.

Diverse Coalition Demands
an End to New Diversions
from the Colorado River,
Investigation of Utah’s
Largest Water Supplier
July 15, 2021

The Lake Mead National Recreation Area is advising visitors to be aware of changes to
water access points and boat launch areas on Lake Mead this year due to declining water
levels through the summer. Image take on April 12 of 2021 - photo: National Park Service.

With the Colorado River and its largest reservoirs at
alarmingly low levels, a coalition of eleven organizations from

across the Colorado River Basin gathered at the Hoover Dam
today to ask federal lawmakers and the US Bureau of
Reclamation to place a moratorium on new dams or
diversions on the river.
Kyle Roerink is executive director of the Great Basin Water
Network and was emcee at today’s event. The diversity of
the coalition underscored the importance and urgency of
their message.
“This is a strange bedfellows coalition,” Roerink said to those
gathered near the dam that creates Lake Mead. “We got
farmers, we got enviros, we got businesses. We’re the type
of coalition they say can’t be put together. But we’re hear to
say ‘damn the status quo. No more business as usual.'”
Roerink was direct in saying the current system of river
management is failing. He pointed to the 2007 Interim
Guidelines for river management.
“I think it’s fair to say that it’s failed,” Roerink said. “So what
are we going to do about it? We can sit here all day and point
fingers, but at the same time, we’re not here to just point
fingers, we’re here to say, ‘we have solutions for moving
forward.’
“Number one, we need a moratorium on new dams and
proposed pipelines, wasteful projects. We’re not talking

about clean water for Indigenous communities that have
long been excluded. We’re not asking for a moratorium on
projects like that. We’re asking for a moratorium on projects
like the Lake Powell Pipeline and a variety of other dams.”

Kyle Roerink (foreground) is executive director of the Great Basin Water Network and was
emcee at today’s gathering at the Hoover Dam. Behind him are, l-r – Brea Chiodini of the
Laughlin River Tours & Laughlin-Bullhead City River Flow Committee, Ed Doten of the
Laughlin Advisory Board, Nathan Michaels of Laughlin Water Taxi, and Zach Frankel,
executive director of the Utah Rivers Council

– photo: Justin McAffee

In March of this year, U.S. Senator Catherine Cortez Masto
(D-Nev.) introduced the Southern Nevada Economic
Development and Conservation Act. Much like the Southern
Nevada Public Lands Management Act, the legislation will
allocate funds from the sale of federal lands for development
to protect over 2 million acres of public land elsewhere in the
state while allowing Clark County to “develop affordable
housing and responsibly plan for population growth

projections.”
Environmental groups have expressed skepticism in the bill
as environmentally unsustainable. Roerink spoke to the
legislation.
“Number two, we’re not here to say no to new development,”
Roerink said. “We’re here to say, ‘if you’re going to develop,
we need sustainable, identified supplies of water to do so.
“Third, we need new management and operations regimes
on the River. And we have to be extremely careful right now
because Congress is negotiating and infrastructure bill. We
have COVID money funneling into states and local
communities and we also have what’s known as the
“Reconsultation Process” (an effort to develop new
operating guidelines) that has to end by 2026, and there are
a lot of opportunities there for either skullduggery or to
reverse the wrongs of the past,” Roerink explained.

The Lake Powell Pipeline
The Utah Rivers Council and other signatories have sent a

letter to the Department of Interior’s Office of Inspector
General requesting a federal investigation of the Central
Utah Water District. This action comes on the heels of a
request for a state investigation of Utah’s largest water
supplier.
What’s at issue for the coalition that appeared today and the
Utah Rivers Council in particular is whether the Central Utah
Water District used federal funds to advance the Lake Powell
Pipeline, the largest new water diversion proposed in the
Colorado River Basin. According to the letter, this water
supplier has received $832 million from Congress for the
Central Utah Project (CUP) – a water diversion system that
allows the Wasatch Front to use Colorado River water – and
to advance water conservation efforts in Utah.
According to a press release from the Utah Rivers Council,
the request to the inspector general follows a 19-page
petition for a state investigation to the Utah Attorney
General, which found that the second highest staff member
at the Central Utah Water District received over $1 million
from the district for her family lobbying firm. The letter
asserts that the lobbying firm worked to advance the
proposed Lake Powell Pipeline at the Utah statehouse.

The Hoover Dam as seen on July 15, 2021 – photo: Justin McAffee

Funding the family lobbying firm raises the question for river
advocates of whether the Central Utah Water District
violated the Utah Public Officers & Employees Ethics Act,
among other statutes.
“It’s shocking the Central Utah Water District would look the
other way while this $1 million conflict of interest with its
senior staff was in front of them for so many years” said
Claire Geddes, veteran Utah activist. “Since we can’t trust
this water agency, we need a federal investigation to
examine these conflicts of interest and whether CUP funding
was used to advance the boondoggle Lake Powell Pipeline”
said Geddes.
The Utah Rivers Council is on record saying that the Lake
Powell Pipeline is a symbol of corruption and dishonesty, a

laughable plan among stakeholders up and down the basin.
“I am here today to call for a federal investigation of Utah’s
largest water supplier,” said Zach Frankel, executive director
of the Utah Rivers Council. “The proposed Lake Powell
Pipeline is the largest new water diversion being proposed in
the entire Colorado River Basin.
“This 140-mile long, $3 billion water project represents the
boondoggle of our past. It is a completely unnecessary water
project. The Lake Powell Pipeline project would deliver water
to some of America’s most wasteful water users in
Washington County Utah. This region is slated to receive
Lake Powell Pipeline water, an area that uses more than 306
gallons per person, per day, more than twice the US average
and almost three times the water use of Las Vegas and
Phoenix residents.
“At some point we have to stop the schizophrenic, mad
policy that the federal government has been on to advance
the Lake Powell Pipeline,” Frankel said.

Lake Mead as seen on July 15, 2021 – photo: Justin McAffee

Looking forward, climate change-induced water shortages
are expected to result in a significant curtailment of water
deliveries from the Colorado River.
The US Bureau of Reclamation is expected to cut 613,000
acre feet of water from their Colorado River water supplies
next year due to low water levels in Arizona, Nevada, and
Mexico. California will likely soon follow if actions aren’t
taken to reduce water use.
“The reservoir system in the Colorado River basin is
collapsing due to overuse, drought, and climate change,”
said Gary Wockner of Save The Colorado. “The Lake Powell

Pipeline would make it all worse, and any improper collusion
involved with the Pipeline needs to be investigated.”
Top photo caption and credit: The Lake Mead National
Recreation Area is advising visitors to be aware of changes
to water access points and boat launch areas on Lake Mead
this year due to declining water levels through the summer.
Image take on April 12 of 2021 – photo: National Park
Service.
People who attended today’s gathering at the Hoover Dam:
Howard Dennis, flute chief of Mishognonvi Village of the
Hopi Tribe
Tick Segerblom, Clark County Commissioner
JB Hamby, Director, Imperial Irrigation District
Kiernan McManus, Mayor, Boulder City
Jackie Wallin, Laughlin Chamber of Commerce
Brea Chiodini, Sharon Sauer, Laughlin River Tours &
Laughlin-Bullhead City River Flow Committee
Zach Frankel, Utah Rivers Council
John Weisheit, Living Rivers and Colorado River Waterkeeper

Kyle Roerink, Great Basin Water Network
Jose Silva and Laura Martin, Progressive Leadership Alliance
of Nevada
Patrick Donnelly, Center for Biological Diversity
Lisa Ortega, Sierra Club Southern Nevada Group

Coalition urges protection for
shrinking Colorado River
A coalition that included environmentalists,
businesses, agriculture officials and
elected leaders gathered Thursday to
share demands for managing the shrinking
Colorado River.

Eric Bonner of Lansing, Michigan, visits the Hoover Dam in the Arizona side with his motherin-law, Zina Ibragimova, left, and his sister-in-law Gamar Ibragimovai, center, Thursday, July
15, 2021. (Chitose Suzuki / Las Vegas Review-Journal) @chitosephoto

A group that included environmentalists, elected leaders

and officials from business and agriculture gathered
Thursday morning to put forth a slate of demands for a
new approach to managing the Colorado River.
“Weʼre here to say, ‘Damn the status quo. No more
business as usual,ʼ ” Kyle Roerink, executive director of
the Great Basin Water Network, said from a makeshift
lectern in a parking lot just above the Hoover Dam.
Management of the river, which feeds Lake Mead and
serves 40 million people in seven states and Mexico, has
failed and the approach must be revised, Roerink said.
The gathering, which included representatives from the
Utah Rivers Council, the Progressive Leadership Alliance
of Nevada, Laughlin River Tours and the Imperial
Irrigation District, among other groups, comes as Lake
Mead suffers from historically low water levels and the
reservoir nears its first federally declared water
shortage.
Roerink said officials have numerous opportunities to
deal with how the vital water source is managed between
Congress negotiating an infrastructure bill, states
receiving COVID-19 stimulus money and the rules that
govern the Colorado River coming up for renegotiation
before they expire in 2026.

Watch
— now streaming
Vax Nevada Days held its second raffle on Thursday
He said the coalition is calling for a moratorium on what it
considers wasteful diversion projects along the river,
including a proposed pipeline from Lake Powell that
would divert billions of gallons of river water to
southwest Utah.
“This 140-mile long, $3 billion water project represents
the boondoggle of our past,” said Zach Frankel,
executive director of the Utah Rivers Council. “It is a
completely unnecessary water project.”
The project would carry water to Washington County,
Utah, where St. George is located. Proponents of the
pipeline say Utah has a right to the additional water use.

But Frankel said Washington County is home to some of
the most wasteful water users in the country.
“It is simply madness that as the Colorado River reaches
its lowest levels in recorded history, that we would be
proposing a new water diversion upstream,” Frankel said.
“While the lower basin is going on a diet of cutting its
water use, we should not let the upper basin go to an all
you-can-eat buffet of water waste.”
A federal water shortage declaration would force a cut in
Nevadaʼs allocation of water from Lake Mead next year.
Roerink said the coalition isnʼt against new development,
but said if growth does occur, the group wants
sustainable water supplies identified before building
begins.
JB Hamby, vice president of the Imperial Irrigation
Districtʼs board of directors, said Lake Mead now serves
as a symbol of “drought, uncertainty and
unsustainability.”
The Imperial Irrigation District is the Colorado Riverʼs
largest water user, serving crops in Californiaʼs Imperial
Valley.
Reworking how the river is managed can be successful
only if officials recognize what climate change means for

the Colorado River Basin, he said.
Hamby said urban sprawl across the southwest, what he
called a “sort of suburban Manifest Destiny,” threatens
the sustainability of the Colorado River and the
communities that rely on it.
“We support efforts to ensure an equitable management
of the Colorado River system through the preservation of
rights of rural communities, the environment, and for
urban water users to be sustainable, not unsustainable,
in their use,” he said.
Contact Blake Apgar at bapgar@reviewjournal.com or
702-387-5298. Follow @blakeapgar on Twitter. The
Associated Press contributed to this report.

Broad coalition blasts
‘wasteful’ Colorado River
pipeline proposal
July 16, 2021

Lake Powell last month at 34 percent capacity, a historic low. (Photo by Justin
Sullivan/Getty Images)

Lake Mead, the largest reservoir on the Colorado River, hit
record-low water levels last month. Now business leaders,
farmers, conservation groups and elected leaders are asking
the federal government to place a moratorium on new dams
and other water diversions on the river.

An unlikely coalition of organizations from across the
Colorado River Basin gathered at the Hoover Dam Thursday
to warn the impacts of severe drought sweeping through the
western United States, and noted the Colorado River will
likely face its first-ever federally declared water shortage
later this year.
“We’re the type of coalition they say can’t be put together
but we’re here to say, ‘damn the status quo. No more
business as usual’,” said Kyle Roerink, executive director of
the Great Basin Water Network.
The coalition, which includes state lawmakers, the Mayor of
Boulder City, and representatives for the Laughlin Chamber
of Commerce, spoke out against use of federal dollars from
the American Recovery Plan Act of 2021 on “wasteful
projects” that diverts water along the Colorado River and its
tributaries, like the Lake Powell Pipeline.
The 140-mile pipeline would divert 86,000 acre-feet of
Utah’s allocated river water from Lake Powell – a man-made
reservoir in Arizona and Utah – to residential users
southwestern Utah.
Critics of the pipeline argue the project would only strain the
overallocated Colorado River. If water levels in Lake Powell or
Lake Mead fall further, Colorado River Basin states that
share water from the river could be further cut.

Last year, six states, including Nevada, sent a letter to the
U.S. Department of the Interior protesting a fast-tracked
environmental review of the pipeline in Utah. Advocacy
groups across the Colorado River Basin have also asked for a
federal investigation of Central Utah Water District and its
use of federal funds for the pipeline .
“There is a crisis going on, but that gives us I think an
opportunity to kind of rethink where we’ve been, where
we’re going and maybe think outside the box,” Clark County
Commissioner Tick Segerblom said.
The coalition also called on the federal government to
intervene to protect the water rights of Tribes, particularly
those who have been left out of state decision-making about
new water projects that impact tribal water rights.
JB Hamby, vice president of the Imperial Irrigation District’s
board of directors, said urban sprawl across the
Southwestern threatens the current and future sustainability
of the Colorado River and the communities that depend on
it.
Farmers in California’s Imperial Valley depend on the river to
grow produce that feeds the west, said Hamby, who’s
agricultural district receives the largest water entitlement on
the Colorado River.

“We have to recognize there will be less water in the
Colorado River Basin in the future,” Hamby said. “The
solutions that are developed must respect agricultural
communities that provide all the nation’s vegetables and
produce.”
The tourism industry in Nevada also heavily relies on the
Colorado River, said Brea Chiodini, who owns and operates
Laughlin River Tours. Small town economies like Laughlin
rely on tourists who visit the river for recreation.
“Our business, families, and communities are already
suffering from the effects of the water restrictions,” Chiodini
said. “Our thriving communities will become barren when we
no longer have the river to drive tourism.”

As drought continues,
coalition calls for moratorium
on wasteful water projects

Steve Marcus
A boater on Lake Mead travels by the bathtub ring near Hoover Dam
Thursday, July 15, 2021.

By John Sadler (contact)
Thursday, July 15, 2021 | 1:59 p.m.
Brea Chiodini, who
owns Laughlin River

Call For Moratorium On Dam And Diversion
Project

Tours with her
husband Trevor, relies
on the flow of the
Colorado River to stay
afloat.
As the federal
government inches
closer to declaring the Launch slideshow »
river’s first water
shortage, Chiodini is looking toward the future, or, if the river
is tapped too much, the lack of one.
“For too long, we’ve ignored the fact that the current levels
of rainfall and snowpack can’t sustain the increasing
demands,” Chiodini said. “Our businesses, families and
communities are already suffering from the effect of the
drought restrictions.”
Chiodini was one member of a coalition gathered near
Hoover Dam today to support a moratorium on what they
called wasteful water projects in the face of ongoing drought
conditions in the Southwest.
“We need a moratorium on new dams and proposed
pipelines — wasteful projects,” said Kyle Roerink, the
executive director of the Great Bain Water Network. Roerink
cited the proposed Lake Powell pipeline, which would pump

around 83,756 acre-feet of water a year to Southern Utah,
as an example.
Roerink, flanked by business, agricultural and environmental
leaders from Nevada, California and Utah, also discussed the
need for water-friendly development. The Southern Nevada
Economic Development and Conservation Act, introduced by
Nevada Democratic Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto, would
open up 30,663 acres around Las Vegas to development to
the chagrin of some environmental groups.
“We’re not here to say no to new development,” Roerink said.
“We’re here to say if you’re going to develop, we need
sustainable, identified supplies of water to do so.”
The Colorado River watershed, which supplies water around
much of the West, is expected to reach a shortage for the
first time this summer, a consequence of prolonged drought
and shrinking snowpack caused by climate change.
A declared shortage on Lake Mead is not likely to impact
Nevadans directly, due to the state’s large-scale water
recycling measures.
Nevada’s allotment of Colorado River water is around
300,000 acre-feet a year, a number that has been in place
since 1922, when the state’s population was much smaller.
A shortage would drop that allotment to 279,000 acre-feet,

still higher than the 256,000 acre-feet of water the Southern
Nevada Water Authority said the state used in 2020.
However, as the “bathtub ring” on Lake Mead continues to
rise, so do the concerns of environmentalists, farmers and
others.
Clark County Commissioner Tick Segerblom said that further
development along the river could significantly cut into the
long-term health of the watershed.
“Rivers are arteries, and if you build a dam, it’s like putting a
tourniquet on it,” Segerblom said.
J.B. Hamby, the vice president of the Imperial Irrigation
District board of directors, said that lake has taken on a new
meaning as it sits around one-third full.
“In the 20th Century, the Hoover Dam was a monument to
the genius and labor that made the vision of lonely lands
made fruitful a reality,” Hamby said. “But today in the 21t
Century, the dam and the lake ... serve as another symbol: of
drought, uncertainty and unsustainability.”
It’s time, he said, to reconsider how water is treated in the
West.
“In a time of unprecedented drought, it must be realized that
Cadillac desert dreams of urban sprawl across the

southwestern landscape, a sort of suburban manifest
destiny, threaten the current and future sustainability of this
river and communities that depend on it,” Hamby said.

