
Howard Dennis, Second Mesa, AZ.
To all concerned pertaining to the two proposed dam proposals within the 
Little Colorado River drainage,

First, I'm a Hopi Native from Mishongnovi Village, Second Mesa, Az. I'm 
one of many religious leaders within the Hopi Reservation. 
When we Hopi first heard of these two proposed dams within our sacred 
sites, it brought a feeling of unbearable fear!  

The area impacted by the proposed pumped hydro projects and transmission 
lines is one of great importance to the Hopi as well as other tribes. For 
Hopi, the area directly around and within the project proposals is our 
most sacred of all religious sites on Mother Earth, which we call 
Sipapuni. It is our bond between her (mother) and we, her children. We 
sinom (people) have ties to her (mother) like a child has to her mother, 
through the umbilical cord. 

We are at a time now when money clouds the mind and heart! We must 
realize that there is more to life. I grew up with uncles who day in and 
out, taught many religious areas of significance to me. They taught 
devotion to Masauu, who allowed the Hopi to live and take care of his 
tutskwa (land, mother). Before them, their uncles and family members 
passed on these valuable teachings. We must preserve our sacred sites to 
be able to pass on these teachings and our sacred relationship to 
tutskwa.

From the time when my Hopi people were asked to sign a foreign document, 
and couldn't, they signed it with a thumbprint. I would submit my print 
as well, as they will be here with me, to defeat the two proposals within 
the Little Colorado River, though this format doesn't allow it.
So my purpose here is to intervene!

There are many laws in place to protect the Little Colorado River and 
sacred springs, as well as our relationship to these sacred sites. Below 
is a short list of agreements and laws protecting our access to Sipapuni 
and the Salt Trail:

    Intergovernmental Compact between the Navajo Nation and the Hopi 
Tribe
    American Indian Religious Freedom Act of 1978
   National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA)

    National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
    The UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
    Religious Freedom Restoration Act
    Executive Order 13007

Stop these proposals, don't let our children suffer.
Thank you for your consideration,
Howard Dennis
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