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different, to believe that there exists the paradox and contrast of customs 
and traditions of not-so-long-ago and today. 

With paved highways, roads, and a modern city, it is difficult to 
picture the valley as its pioneers first knew it -sagebrush so tall a man 
could ride a horse unseen through it, grass belly-high to a horse, Mill 
Creek and Pack Creek beds deep with channels so narrow one could step 
or lay fence planks across them, not a tree or a house in sight. The sage
brush roots were so large they had to be pulled out with teams of oxen, 
and one root could be split into four stove-length pieces to stoke the 
kitchen stoves or the heating stoves (the former many times serving the 
role of both cooking and heating). 

Floods early began to widen the channe ls of the creeks in the 
valley. As early as September 1896, reports of floods were carried in 
the newspaper21

: 

Grand valley has experienced a washing this week that has 
never been equaled before as to the amount of damage done. In 
1884 similar floods were experienced but there was not as much 
damage . . . . The heavy rains the early part of the week thoroughly 
saturated the ground and then came the heavy rains of Wednes
day and Mill and Pack creeks began to deepen and widen their 
channels. Just before noon Wednesday the bridge near the Darrow 
house went out, and the channel there 'vvas soon twice the former 
width. For several hours all attention was directed to save the 
Darrow house, as the banks were fast cutting toward that building. 
Many of the trees about the house were felled and placed against 
the bank to break the force of the stream and did much to finally 
save the bliss jslc]. The river !rose] about ten feet in 24 hours. 

The following week the paper reported that the floods had disap
peared but the channels of both Mill and Pack creeks had deepened and 
in some instances cut three times the former width. A flood in Mill Creek 
a year later took the life of Carl J. Boren .22 

Flood is frightening to anyone who has experienced it. The author 
recalls many experiences of cloudbursts on the slick rocks and the result
ant floods in the creeks. One could hear the flood coming for some time 
before it reached town. The huge boulders made cracking sounds as the 
water roared and crashed down the bed of the creek. There was always 
ample time for townspeople to walk to the side of the creek to watch the 
wall of water come in. One cou ld smell the muddy, pungent water 
rushing down the channel. In front would be only the small rivulet, then 
approaching, that huge wall, several feet high , rolling in, carrying with 

2 1Crand Valle)' T imes, Moab, September 25, 1H9G. 
22/bid., October 1897. 
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it boulders weighing tons, trees, farm buildings and even, at times, ani
mals and chickens. The author well remembers the terror of a young 
child at the terrible flood of August 1919, when the newspaper carried 
these headlines: ''\'Vater system out of commission for a week''; "Main 
Street bridge carried away"; '·Many homes and farms damaged"; fol
lowed by this account of the flood 2

:
1

: 

Coming without warning, and coursing down from the 
mountains at a terrific speed, the largest flood ever seen in Mill 
Creek overflowed its banks and swept through the south part of 
Moab Valley Saturday night [August 2]. Damages estimated at 
[$25,000] were sustained .... The power plant dam at Mill Creek 
was taken out, and the power house, which was situated near the 
creek, was undermined by caving banks. The house was carried 
away by the flood and some of the machinery was lost .... Nearly 
one thousand feet of the Moab Water System [pipeline] was car
ried away leaving the town without water for a week. Moab irri
gation dam in the creek was taken out. The new Main Street 
bridge over Mill Creek, recently constructed at a cost of fifteen 
hundred dollars, was carried out by the first impact of the flood. 
A number of homes and farms were badly damaged. The flood hit 
Moab at approximately 10:30 Saturday evening. 

Flood control projects during the 1930s made the town safe from 
a repetition of this disaster. But today control and protection exist and 
more bridges span the streams. 

During spring months each year the Colorado River rises, and in 
early years the lower end of the valley was covered with flood waters. 
During 1884 much damage was done to cultivated acreage in the lower 
valley by the unprecedented floods of August of that year. Unusually 
heavy and protracted rains throughout the mountains in the watershed 
of the Colorado sent such immense volumes of water down the stream 
that it was possible to go from the river to the fort, a mile and a halffrom 
the banks of the stream, in a rowboat. The entire lower valley was a lake. 
This stage of high water holds the record in the memories of. whites 
and Indians. 

IN EARLY DAYS the materials for laundry were all made in the home -
lye, soap, and starch. Lye was made from cottonwood ashes and starch 
from potatoes. Each family had its large soap kettle. 

Sugar cane was raised for molasses. Because money was scarce, a 
piece of sugar cane made an excellent substitute for a piece of candy. 

23"Cloudburst Does Twenty-five Thousand Damage- Electric Light Plant 
Taken Out," ibid., August 8, 1919. 
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