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The Honorable Representative Grace F. Napolitano
Chairwoman
Subcommittee on Water and Power
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congresswoman Napolitano :

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony to your Subcommittee on Water
and Power and Chairman Grijalva's Subcommittee on National Parks, Forests and
Public Lands on April 8, 2010 at the Grand Canyon. The scope of the challenges and
threats facing the Grand Canyon are real and profound. This is apparent from the
testimony provided by several of your expert witnesses as well as my own testimony.

ln response to your letter of May 5, 2010 requesting additional information related to
three questions, I submit the following.

1. What role is NPCA playing in the cleanup of the uranium tailings mine at
Moab, Utah?

NPCA has not had a direct role in the advocacy and the negotiations
surrounding the cleanup of this serious threat. The great work of key
advocacy goups and frankly, the important leadership of your Subcommittee
are making a difference. Removal of these tailings is protecting the quality
of Colorado River water for benefit of downstream users and certainly the
welfare of national park units downstream (Canyonlands, Glen Canyon,
Grand Canyon, Lake Mead).

2. Does NPCA believe that there is suffrcient scientific understanding to justiff
making adjustments to the current operations of Glen Canyon Dam in order
to conserve sediments and enhanceiprotect native fish habitat in Grand
Canyon National Park?

NPCA believes that the science to justiff making adjustments to current
operations of Glen Canyon Dam is comprehensive and conclusive. Since
1996 when the Record of Decision was signed by Department of Interior
Secretary Babbitt, the impact of the modified low fluctuating flow (MLFF)
regime on sedimentation and protection of native fish habitat has been ably
and exhaustively reviewed. The USGS report, State of the Colorado River
Ecosystem in the Grand Can'ron (SCORE Report), which was released in
2005, makes two strong points that have been substantiated without
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ambiguity by subsequent research: 1) the MLFF regime has not effectively
conserved sediment in the main stem of the river, and 2) high flow
experiments completed in 1996,2004, and 2008, while providing some initial
promise, have been undone by sustaining the MLFF regime. The SCORE
Report further notes that the declining population of humpback chub
corresponds with the construction and implementation of current operating
criteria. While the science related to native fish populations is not as
conclusive (as to its detrimental impacts) as sedimentation, the report states
that "the MLFF alternative had neither a negative effect nor no effect at all,
but it has not had a measurable beneficial effect on the humpback chub."

In these matters, therefore, it is apparent from the rich scientific research, that
the current operations of Glen Canyon Dam as prescribed in the 1996 ROD
are not fulfilling the requirements of the Grand Canyon Protection Act.
NPCA believes, as represented in both my written and oral testimony to the
Subcommittees, that the requirements of the Grand Canyon Protection Act
are not being served by the current dam operations and that this is clear and
evident from the extensive scientific research that has been completed and as
prescribed by law. What we don't seem to have is the will to make the
necessary corrections to dam operations that the science clearly suggests
would be an improvement.

ln the opinion of NPCA, is the current Adaptive Management Program at
Glen Canyon Dam performing adequately to meet the intent of the Grand
Canyon Protection Act and does the current operational regime adequately
protect the resources of Grand Canyon National Park?

NPCA believes that the Adaptive Management Program at Glen Canyon
Dam is dysfunctional. We believe that the Grand Canyon Protection Act
appropriately stipulates that the Secretary ofthe Interior shall review dam
operating criteria as a result of actual experiences and make a determination
if the criteria should be modified to better accomplish the purpose of GCPA.
This review and subsequent recommendation shall be made at least every 5
years. This periodic review has not occurred. Despite the richness of the
science and its clear determination that the key ecological indicators have
been adversely affected, the Adaptive Management Program has not
adequately resulted in the required adjustments to the dam operating criteria.
The current regime is clearly not protecting the resources of Grand Canyon
National Park. While we are not able to specifu, exactly, why the program is
not working as originally conceived, it is clear that the scientific inquiry is
sound and strong. Enormous sums of money have been spent to examine
current and contemplated dam operations and its impact on Grand Canyon.
The inability of the Adaptive Management Work Group to effectively use
this rich trove of information to make forceful recommendations is clearlv



one critical factor that contributes to the failure of the AMP to fulfill its
purpose.

NPCA is carefully monitoring the work of the Adaptive Management Work
Group and conferring with park managers and GCRMP scientists and other
experts. we believe that Grand canyon National Park is at risk and that the
mechanisms are in place to make the necessary adjustrnents to dam
operations that the science has deemed, conclusively, to be import to protect
this system. We both applaud your leadership and support your efforts to
ensure that the Adaptive Management Program is functional and the
stipulations in the Grand canyon Protection Act are honored. Thank you for
the opportunity to be of service.
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David Nimkin
Director, Southwest Region


