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TRANSITION WORK GROUP MEETING SUMMARY

\
JUNE 21, 1995
PHOENIX, ARIZONA

Rick Gold, Reclamation’s Deputy Regional Director, Upper Colorado Region,
welcomed the group. He proceeded by having everyone introduce themselves
(attendee list attached). The agenda was reviewed and two additional items
were added: 1) Discussion of the May 12, 1995, letter from Rob Arnberger, and
2) Discussion of management objectives criteria for transition monitoring.
There were no correction to the March 23, 1995, meeting summary .

Status of the Record of Decision - Gordon Lind is working on the basis for
decision section of the ROD. The ROD also must be delayed until resolution of
the GAO Audit on the Final Environmental Impact Statement.

GAO Audit - Steven Lloyd discussed the status of the audit. GAO is going to
be going through the scoping phase for the next 2-months. Member of GAO were
in Salt Lake City June 1-2, 1995, reviewing files and interviewing
individuals. They are expected to interview many more of the participants in
the future. GAO is in the preliminary phase of determining what their audit
will cover. They are reviewing the process that has taken place prior to the
actual audit. Rob Elliott questioned whether they are loocking at the delivery
of product vs. the cost of product. Rick noted that they seem to only be
focused on understanding the process.

Non-Use Study - A draft summary report has been produced and review by the
Non-Use Committee is underway. The summary report is to be submitted with the
ROD. The results of the non-use Studies show that there is a definite value
and people are more than willing to pay.

continue to be met. He stressed that we must continue to be aware that there
are regulator needs that must be maintained as we do research in the parks.
The question concerning the Hualapai boundary dispute was raised. Rob stated
that the Hualapai’s and the National Park Service need to continue to work
together as they currently do until a resolution can be made. Concern was
raised whether NPS was going to be constantly overseeing the process. Rob
reiterated that the NPS only want to assure that the laws are met. Rick noted
that we as a group must remember that we do not direct anyone and must meet
the mandates. The Hopi stated their concern over the NPS’'s views of

Subgroup Reports

Research Center - Dr. Duncan Patten, GCES Senior Scientist, discussed
the past and current process which has led us to the structure of the Research
Center. He reviewed the entities within the center. He stressed that the
data base must be managed along with research of the traditional values and
scientific aspects. He stressed the importance of carefully gathering the
long-term data and continuing the current review process. Duncan asked that
everyone review the packet he distributed (attachment 2) and provide comment
to him by July 10, 1995. He noted that it is extremely important to get the
Director of the Center on board as Soon as possible so he can be involved in
this process and forum.

There was a large amount of concern raised about one individual being able to
address both the cultural and social aspects. Suggestions were made to
include one specific individual to be a Native American Coordinator. Leigh



Jenkins stressed that the Native American should not limit themselves to only
cultural involvement but be included in the biological and physical resources
management issues also. Kurt Dongoske explained that as a member of the
Research Center Sub-group representing the tribes, he felt that establishing a
specific individual as a Native American Coordinator would further remove the
tribes. They may not be able to be involved to the full extent possible if
they limit themselves to coordinating through that individual. Kurt stated
that he fully supported the concept of three individuals (cultural/social,
physical, and biological managers) .

The question was raised as to who selects the Director. Rick said it was
unclear and the Department would determine at what level and who would select.
The current proposal is to make this individual at the Assistant Secretary for
Water and Science level.

ansi Monitori - Duncan distributed a handout of the draft
Transition Monitoring Program. The program is broken down into the broad
areas of physical, biological, and cultural. Duncan would like all of you to
review the report (attachment 3) and submit your comments no later than
June 30, 1995.

Tom Moody requested that we identify specific management objectives if not for
the transition monitoring then for the long-term monitoring program. The
group agreed and established a sub-group to determine the objectives. The
group also requested that Reclamation be the lead of that group. The Director

of the Center will eventually become a part of that group. :
ﬁhmtwﬁm //m 2 berry ed Fad -
ltur Resour - Signa ralde reviewed the status of the group and

explained that the signed Progra tic Agreement is essentially a roadmap to
protect the cultural resources. ' The ethnographic reports are being completed
and will be so by the end of this year. The draft budget for FY96 includes
GCNP, GCNRA, and remedial-action funds for tribal participation in the
cultural resources monitoring. Comments on the budget are requested by

July 10, 1995.

Beach Hab t Buildi lows - Randy Peterson reviewed the BHBF proposal. He
explained that Reclamation had been asked by the Secretary to try resolve the
legal issues associated and determine a way to complete the flow. Questions
concerning NEPA compliance were raised. Rick stated that we need to determine
what conditions trigger NEPA compliance. They group also discussed the
possible spill that could take place in the next couple of months if forecasts
were not correct. There are people preparing to gather data if a spill should
take place.

Biological Opinion - Chris distributed a copy of the approaches that are being
taken to implement the Biological Opinion and requested comments immediately
(attachment 4).

Selective Withdrawal - The funds have been approved to begin initial planning.
The selective withdrawal group has recommended they begin the following:

1. Temperature modeling studies
2. Primary productivity study

After testing and evaluation of the recommendations, possible alternatives are
to do an environmental assessment to determine potential risks.

GCES - Reports are gradually being completed. Approximately 1/5 of the
reports are in.

Next Meeting: August 30, 1995, 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p-m., in Phoenix, Arizona.



	CCI00015.pdf



