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ANYONLANDS, the newest ,. 
addition to the National · i 
Park System, is still a 
paradise for those who ' 
appreciate uncrowded, re- , 
mote wilderness areas . ' 

However, route stakes for paved roads 
forecast a different future , An opportun-
ity to visit the area while it is still primi
tive may be drawing to an end . 

The Park is divided into three parts :, 
by the confluence of the Colorado and '' 
Green Rivers. The northern section in :. 
the triangle created by the joining of the ( 
Green and Colorado Rivers is known as _; 
the Island in the Sky and is reached via:, 
Moab, Utah. The roads are improved i: 
dirt to most of the points of interest and', 
usually passable in passenger vehicles.~~ 
The southern section, known as the Need- ·' 
!es, is east of the Colorado River and is ' . 
entered via a 36-mile improved dirt road .~ 
heading west from Highway 160 at · .. _ 
Chu~ch Rock about · 1 s miles north of ·: 
Monticello, Utah . The third area is., 
known as the Maze or Land of Standing .. ; 



o Rocks and 1s west ot the Lolotad• .Ktver. 
This area is the most rugged, inaccessible 
of any part within the Park boundary and 
requires back-country equipment and lots 
of time. 
• We drove a 4-wheel drive Ford half-ton 
truck pulling an 18-foot house trailer. 
The road to the Park , though rough for a 
trailer, can be negotiated in any standard 
vehicle . However , once inside the Park , 
4-wheel drive or a trail bike is mandatory. 
A short distance past the Squaw Valley 
Camp Ground is Elephant Hill, an incline 
which cannot be traversed in a standard 
car. This hill must be negotiated in order 
to reach the most scenic points within the 
Park. The east slope is not overly difficult, 
but the_ west slope is narrow and has 
turns too sharp to negotiate, so you must 
drive in reverse part of the way down . 
At the top of the hill, the Park Service 
has placed a steel axle in a boulder for 
a winch point , should you need it. Ac
cording to legend Elephant Hill was 
named by a pioneer who decided the only 
way to cross it was like Hannibal crossed 
the Alps, on an elephant. 

Our method for exploring the area was 
to establish a headqu arters at the Squaw 
Valley Camp Ground, east of Elephant 
Hill , and take trips into the back country 
from there . To conserve on gas, we made 
good use of our trail bikes, as the nearest 
supplies are at Monticello , Utah, some 
50 miles distant. There is no firewood in 
the Park, nor is there water at the camp 
ground; however, water may be obtained 
at the ranger station or at Squaw Spring . 
The rest rooms are of the pit variety. 
There are few, if any, commercial maps 
of the area that are adequate; however , 
for 30¢ each, the following U.S. Geo
detic Survey maps of Utah may be ob
tained from the U .S. Geological Survey, 
Denver Distribution Center , Denver, Co
lorado : Upheavel Dome, The Needles, 
Hart's Point, The Spur, Orange Cliffs, 
and Hatch Point. These maps will give 
literally every trail, creek, and prominence 
of the areas they cover . Below are the . 
chief points of interest accessible from 
Squaw Valley Campground. 

Confluence O11tlook is located west of 
the "Hill" where it overlooks the junction 
of the Green and Colorado Rivers at the · 

c- • north end of treacherous Cataract Canyon, 
graveyard of many boats . At the conflu
ence, where the Green and Colorado Riv
ers meet, their decidedly contrasting colors 
produce an interesting delineation . · 

Colorado Overlook is reached via a 
jeep trail leading in a northerly direction 
to Salt Creek Lower Jump . The "jump " 
is a waterfall and it is not named " lower·· 

Fo11r-wheel drive vehicles and trail bikes are best for getting around in the Canyon
/ands. Below is a Colorado Ri ver overlook above a 1500-foot vertical drop. 
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the fact that it is downstream from other 
jumps on the Creek. The trail from the 
main dirt road in the Park to the jump 
can be negotiated in standard drive ve
hicles. Beyond that point you need 4-
wheel drive. At the overlook it is possible 
to see the Colorado from a great height 
and watch its meanderings . 

Chesler and Virginia Parks are located 
west of the "Hi ll" in the Needles Section 
to the south. The Needles are named for 
the erosive effect which has caused verti
cal stone spires to remain standing, much 
as needles in a pin cushion. 

The Salt Creek Jeep Trail follows the 
creek bed for approximately 15 miles. It 
passes the Paul Bunyan Potty, a rock for
mation with an obvious resemblance to 
its name, and continues on to the Tower 
Ruins. These old Indian cliff dwellings 
were probably abandoned about the same 
time as those of the Mesa Verde area, 
about 1200 AD. If you continue up Salt 
Creek, you may visit Angel Arch and the 
Upper Jump. 

Temperatures here are said to range 
from -20° to 120°. However, these are 
guestimates, as at no time has the area ..i 

been thickly populated. It was, and is 'l 

still, used for grazing range cattle. The 
average altitude is 5,000 feet. Precipita
tion is generally rain in the late fall, 
which could amount to several inches 
and render dirt roads impassable. 

According to Park Service officials, the 
present proposals are that for every mile 
of paved road in the park, there will be 
an equal distance of jeep roads. Conces
sionaires are supposed to be located out
side of the park, as well as the rangers' 
residences. The only proposed buildings 
within the park will be a visitors' center 
and service area for government vehicles. 
However, even with these careful plans, 
paved roads will increase the visitors 
and reduce the solitude of the area. 

For persons living in Southern Cali- , 
fornia, an interesting itinerary to reach · 
the Park is via Grand Canyon, Monu- ·, 
ment Valley, through Four Corners, up.' 
to Mesa Verde Nat ional Park in Colo-· 
rado, to Canyonlands and home via Moab, •· 
Capital Reef, Bryce and Zion Canyons,., 
and Las Vegas . The roads inside the par~
are rugged and should not be attempted'., 
by any but an experienced driver. There··, 
are a few four-wheel drive trips conducted 
by guides whose vehicles are air-condi-,;. 
tioned and comfortable and who will fur-· · 
nish all gear necessary for a one-day or ' 
several-day expedition into the most, 
scenic and rugged parts of the park area. • 
These may be contacted through their ad
vertisements in DESERT Magazine. 0 '· 
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HERE'S A new happy 
hunting ground for rock 
collectors in the South
west, thanks to the State 
of New Mexico. Rock
hound State Park near 

Deming in southern New Mexico en
compasses 240 acres of rocky land on 
the western slope of the Little Flo~ida 
Mountains. It is designed specifically for 
mineral collectors who ire encouraged to 
take home samples of the many kinds of 
rocks that lie in profusion about the 
park's semi-arid landscape. 

scarified the area to make the rocks more 
accessible. If the surface supply should 
ever become depleted, though at first 
glance this seems unlikely, the state plans 
to remove another layer of soil to expose 
more rocks. 

Rockhound State Park is six miles 
south of U.S. highway 70-80-120 and is 
a pleasant side trip for travelers going 
through Deming or Las Cruces. N.M . 11 , 
an easy, unpaved road , turns off the main 
highway and leads directly to the park . 
The state has provided 25 camping-pic 
nicking shelters with benches and tables, 
drinking water, and toilets . There is a 
$1.00 fee for overnight camping. 

Agate is the most common stone at 
Rockhound Park and it is found in red, 
brown, light blue , green, blue-red, and 
lavender. Larger rocks may be cut and 
polished for specimens . The agate occurs 
in several forms, including black sagen
ite agate, fortification agate, and tippage 
agate nodules. Quartz occurs in varied 
form, also, and the careful searcher may 
find amethyst, quartz crystals, and brec-

ciated jasper. Also available are perlite, 
kaolin, psilomelane , blue opal, pink opal , 
and geodes. 

The lazy collector will find that he has 
on ly to ·walk a few feet from his car to 
find interesting stones . Those who want 
to work can hike up the mountainside . 
They will be rewarded with a panor amic 
view of the Big Florida Mountains and 
the basin in which Deming lies. D New Mexico's Parks Commission has 
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