Germany and Italy were far ahead of America in the design and production of Inflatable
life rafts, assault rafts and pontoons.

World War II Inflatables
Even before the outbreak of war the German and Italian Military were experimenting
with inflatable boats. Very few of these assault raft
survived WWII. This example is dated 1943.
Combat engineers and motorized reconnaissance
unit assault inflatable rubber rafts were used by
German parachutists along Purple Heart Lane to
snipe on US paratroopers fighting to capture
Carentan. They were used on submarines for
rescue and clandestine operations, in crossing rivers
and for pilot survival. {Top photo courtesy of Carentan
Historical Center; Bottom photo courtesy German Federal
Archive (Deutsches Bundesarchiv)}

German Inflatables ~ 1937 & WWII
Top: German Albert Meyer pneumatic life rafts; Middle: Assault & footbridge pontoon rafts;
Bottom: Wehrmacht troops in raft with machine gun

GERMAN LUFTWAFFE INFLATABLE DINGHY
{The following intelligence report on the WWII German rescue dinghy was originally published in Tactical and Technical Trends,
No. 9, Oct. 8, 1942.}

A German equipment handbook furnishes a description, with instructions for use and maintenance, of this
rescue apparatus. This dinghy is contained in an outer pack, which serves as the rear apron of the
parachute, is attached to the person by two straps, and remains in place after the parachute has been
jettisoned.
The accompanying sketch shows the dinghy, which is
made of balloon fabric painted yellow for better visibility
on the water. When inflated the dinghy is 5 feet long and
feet wide. The diameter of the tube is 9 inches. When
packed, the weight of the dinghy, including the CO2
bottle, sea-anchor, and bailer, is 10.5 pounds.
Addiitional emergency equipment for use with the dinghy
consists of: 1 backless life-jacket, 1 pair of leggings with
pockets for recognition signals, 2 bags of dye (to color
water for attracting attention of aircraft), 1 signaling pistol,
10 marine-type (5 red, 5 white) signaling cartridges, 1
distress signaling lamp, 1 signal flag, 1 clasp knife, &
emergency rations.
The rubber tube (1) has a
volume of about 47 1/2
gallons, and is immersed
to half its depth when
loaded with one person
and equipment. There is
only enough to inflate the
boat partially, if fully
inflated it is very difficult to
board. After boarding
inflation is completed by
mouth.
The CO2 flask is
connected with an
inflating pipe (2) on the
dinghy tube. A non-return
valve prevents escape of
the gas from the dinghy.
The inflating valve is
provided with a cap (10)
for use when inflating is
completed.
In the bow of the dinghy are two handles (8) for boarding. Two other handles (9) at the middle of the
dinghy serve for holding on in a heavy sea.
Other equipment consists of a sea anchor (5) and bailer (7). The anchor is attached by a line to the stern
of the dinghy. This anchor keeps the boat stern to wind. The bailer of impregnated fabric is used to empty
the dinghy of water. Both are stowed in separate pockets (4 and 6) in the bottom of the dinghy.

WWII German Luftwaffe ~ Pilots Self Rescue Inflatable Boat

German WWI Light Assault Bridge
The Germans made use of a portable light assault bridge (Kradschützensteg), which
could accommodate man handled antitank and infantry guns, light cars, motorcycles
with and without sidecars, and infantry in file.
This light assault bridge consisted of prepared wooden sections assembled and laid
across small, inflatable boats. A single boat with its superstructure is known as a
"bay." The work of assembling was carried out on land, preferably under cover, and
the finished bridge was then carried to a desired site and launched.
The bridge was constructed in lengths of approximately 80 feet, each length consisting
of 5 bays. A strong individual timber frame is lashed to each inflatable boat. Track
supports are then laid down and secured by screw clamps, and finally the tracks
themselves were screwed, nailed, or lashed into place. The tracks consist of planks
which are 16 feet 5 inches long, 8 inches
Water obstacles less than 10 feet wide could be spanned by a single unit without
floating support. Such a unit could be carried and assembled by two men.

