
Rubber became an extremely valuable commodity during WWII.  The United States 
produced a variety of inflatable craft from life rafts used in planes and submarines, to 
reconnaissance and assault inflatables.  The result of WWII led countries on all 
continents to develop a “rubber industry” that could make rafts and pontoons in time of 
war.

Although some “modern” raft manufacturers would like to claim themselves as the 
inventors of the inflatable self-bailing floor, the military was using I-beam inflatable self-
bailing floors by 1942 and drop stitch inflatable self-bailing floors – originally designed 
as fuel bladders for planes – by 1946.

 



 









1967 John Winslow & surplus boats Grand Canyon –  (note similarity to early 
Campways inflatable floors) {photo by Ron & Eleanor Helin}



 

 

 
 

 

 



Like many others The Eagle Rubber Co., Inc. converted from a toy manufacturer to 
manufacturing inflatable boats

 









 



WWII U.S. Marines in Recon Rafts ~ Pacific Theater 
(Clockwise ~ Top: Frogmen Deployment; Marines deploying raft from patrol boat;  

Towing frogmen in reconnaissance raft) 
{Photos From Iwo Jima Recon by Dick Camp} 

 
 

 
 
 

         
 
 
 
 



World War II Movies and Rafts ~ In Which We Serve 
 
In Which We Serve was perhaps the most honored 
propaganda film of World War II, in which the 
survivors of a torpedoed British battleship recall their 
reasons for fighting through individual flashbacks.  
The movie starred John Mills, Richard 
Attenborough, Celia Johnson, Bernard Miles, Kay 
Walsh, and Michael Wilding.  Based on the story of 
Lord Mountbatten's destroyer HMS Kelly.  The film 
unfolds in flashback as survivors cling to a rubber 
life raft, and it interweaves the history of their ship 
with the onshore lives of her crew. 
 
In Which We Serve (1942) received the full backing 
of the Ministry of Information which offered advice 
on what would make good propaganda and 
facilitated the release of military personnel.  The 
film remains a classic example of wartime British 
cinema through its patriotic imagery of national unity 
and social cohesion within the context of the war.  
 
The film opens with the narration: "This is the story of a 
ship."  The action then moves forward in time showing 
the ship, HMS Torrin, engaging German transports during the Battle of Crete in 1941.  When 
dawn breaks, the destroyer comes under aerial attack from German bombers.  Eventually the 
little ship receives a critical hit following a low-level pass. The crew's company abandon ship as 
it rapidly capsizes. Some of the officers and crew manage to find a life raft.  The survivors are 
intermittently strafed by passing German planes.  From here, the story is told in flashback 
using the memories of the men on the float. The first person to reveal his thoughts is Captain 
Kinross (Coward), who thinks back to the summer of 1939 when the Royal Naval destroyer 
HMS Torrin is being rushed into commission as the possibility of war becomes a near certainty.  
The film then returns to the present as the survivors, all from different levels of British society 
tell their stories.  The symbolism of these different Castes, confined together in a small life 
boat exemplifies the unity of the British people on all levels of the economic ladder. 
 
 
An epilogue then concludes: bigger and stronger ships are being launched to avenge the 
Torrin; Britain is an island nation with a proud, indefatigable people; Captain Kinross is now in 
command of a battleship. It fires its massive main guns against the enemy. 
 
{Hoare, Philip, Noël Coward: A Biography. New York: Simon & Schuster 1995. ISBN 0-684-80937-0} 



Synthetic Rubber 
The United States had a program (1939-1945) to increase synthetic rubber supply by 
fostering research and the immediate construction and operation of 51 plants to 
produce the monomers and polymers needed for synthetic rubber production. 
 



Korea 1950s and Today 
- 1951 Korea UDTs on the coasts of North Korea their efforts initially focused on  

demolitions and mine disposal. 
- 1951 Korea 13 Engineer Battalion C-Company Men move inflatable pontoons into position 
- 2014 South Korean Marines carry rubber boats during an exercise on Baengnyeong Island,  
 South Korea, near the border with North Korea 


