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General Introduction 

W h e n  Utah was granted statehood on 4 January 1896, twenty- 
seven counties comprised the nation's new forty-fifth state. 
Subsequently two counties, Duchesne in 1914 and Daggett in 1917, 
were created. These twenty-nine counties have been the stage on 
which much of the history of Utah has been played. 

Recognizing the importance of Utah's counties, the Utah State 
Legislature established in 199 1 a Centennial History Project to write 
and publish county histories as part of Utah's statehood centennial 
commemoration. The Division of State History was given the assign- 
ment to administer the project. The county commissioners, or their 
designees, were responsible for selecting the author or authors for 
their individual histories, and funds were provided by the state legis- 
lature to cover most research and writing costs as well as to provide 
each public school and library with a copy of each history. Writers 
worked under general guidelines provided by the Division of State 
History and in cooperation with county history committees. The 
counties also established a Utah Centennial County History Council 
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to help develop policies for distribution of state-appropriated funds 
and plans for publication. 

Each volume in the series reflects the scholarship and interpreta- 
tion of the individual author. The general guidelines provided by the 
Utah State Legislature included coverage of five broad themes 
encompassing the economic, religious, educational, social, and polit- 
ical history of the county. Authors were encouraged to cover a vast 
period of time stretching from geologic and prehistoric times to the 
present. Since Utah's statehood centennial celebration falls just four 
years before the arrival of the twenty-first century, authors were 
encouraged to give particular attention to the history of their respec- 
tive counties during the twentieth century. 

Still, each history is at best a brief synopsis of what has transpired 
within the political boundaries of each county. No history can do jus- 
tice to every theme or event or individual that is part of an area's past. 
Readers are asked to consider these volumes as an introduction to the 
history of the county, for it is expected that other researchers and 
writers will extend beyond the limits of time, space, and detail 
imposed on this volume to add to the wealth of knowledge about the 
county and its people. In understanding the history of our counties, 
we come to understand better the history of our state, our nation, our 
world, and ourselves. 

In addition to the authors, local history committee members, 
and county commissioners, who deserve praise for their outstanding 
efforts and important contributions, special recognition is given to 
Joseph Francis, chairman of the Morgan County Historical Society, 
for his role in conceiving the idea of the centennial county history 
project and for his energetic efforts in working with the Utah State 
Legislature and State of Utah officials to make the project a reality. 
Mr. Francis is proof that one person does make a difference. 



Introduction 

P i u t e  County, named with the pioneer spelling for the Paiute 
Indians, sits in the geographic center of Utah and is the second small- 
est county in the state-both in size (763 square miles) and in popu- 
lation (1,508). Piute's eastern boundary once stretched to the 
Colorado border, but today it is cut much shorter, most directly by 
Wayne County. Sevier County to the north, Wayne to the east, 
Garfield to the south, and Beaver County to the west define the mod- 
ern boundaries of Piute County. But what this diminutive county 
lacks in size and population, it makes up in community spirit and 
colorful history. 

Prehistoric Fremont peoples fished in the streams that gush from 
the Tushar Mountains. Later, the Old Spanish Trail wound its way 
across the Sevier River and then south to California, where Spanish 
and later Mexican traders sold Paiute Indian children as slaves. Early 
mountain men came to the area in search of beaver; Mormon explor- 
ers and pioneers came in search of places to settle. 

The Black Hawk Indian War brought tragedy to both settlers and 
Native Americans. Brigham Young castigated the inhabitants of 



Circleville for the massacre of a band of friendly Paiute Indians and 
called for the evacuation of all the settlements in a four-county area 
(Kane, Garfield, Piute, and Sevier) . 

After the Black Hawk hostilities ended, the discovery of gold 
brought hundreds of miners into the mountains surrounding 
Marysvale. New towns sprung up overnight, only to be abandoned 
within a few short years when most of the gold, silver, lead, and other 
metals had been mined out. 

Kingston began as a communal settlement where the United 
Order, a program of the nineteenth century Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, was practiced. In the 1880s and 1890s, federal 
deputies swept through the county to arrest Mormons living in plural 
marriages. A number of them, including one woman, served prison 
terms in the territorial penitentiary. 

Otter Creek and Piute Reservoirs, built around the turn of the 
century, are a haven today for fishing enthusiasts, boaters, and 
campers. The famous outlaw Butch Cassidy grew up near Circleville 
and, some say, is buried there. Marie Bertelson danced from the 
floors of the outdoor dance hall at Purple Haze to Hollywood, where, 
as Marie Windsor, she played in over 150 movies. Journalists from all 
over the state crowded into the Junction Courthouse to watch Calvin 
Rampton, later a popular governor of the state, try his first big case- 
a murder over water rights. The discovery of uranium gave new life 
to the struggling Piute communities following World War I1 but left a 
legacy of cancer to its miners. 

The old mining and logging roads that crisscross the region's 
mountains have become a labyrinth of some the state's most scenic 
ATV trails, linking Piute, Beaver, Sevier, and Millard Counties with 
over 300 miles of trails. The routes are frequented in summer by 
sightseers, in the fall by deer hunters, and in winter by snowmobil- 
ers. 

My own roots go deep into Piute history. On my father's side, my 
great-grandparents-the Kings and the Foisys-were among the first 
settlers of Marysvale. My grandfather, George Davies, had the first 
U.S. mail contract between Junction and Escalante. He married my 
grandmother, Emma Carson Morrill, who's first husband, John 
(Jack) Morrill, froze to death near the Blue Springs fish hatchery early 



in the twentieth century. My mother, Pearl Davies, was born in 
Junction and attended school in Circleville. My father, Foisy King, 
grew up in Marysvale. I grew up with fond memories of Piute 
County and frequent visits to my grandparents, aunts, uncles and 
cousins. 

One of my most difficult tasks in writing this book was deciding 
what to include and what not to include. Each town in Piute 
County-perhaps each family-is worthy of a full volume to tell its 
history. Therefore, readers should not expect to find detailed family 
or town histories here, but, rather, examples of people who helped 
build the county and shape its history. The intent of this work is to 
provide in one volume an overview of Piute County's history, one 
that is as accurate as possible and accessible to the general Utah pop- 
ulation including the schools of the state. 

This book could not have come to fruition had it not been for 
the residents of each town who provided access to photographs, fam- 
ily histories, town histories, and other historical materials. They are 
Mildred Nielson of Koosharem, Delma Lund Jukes of Marysvale, 
Agatha Applegate Nay of Circleville, and Dortha Brinkerhoff 
Davenport of Junction. A number of people read the manuscript in 
draft form and offered valuable suggestions and corrections. 

I appreciate the encouragement, help, and persistent prodding 
that Kent Powell of the Utah State Historical Society has provided 
from the beginning. He and Craig Fuller initially put together a list 
of historical sources that held information for this project. I thank 
Stacie Gass, Director of Piute County Economic Development, who 
has been my contact person in the county. She has been tireless in 
seeing this to completion. My sister Charlene King Kotoku helped 
with some of the early research in the Journal History of the LDS 
church. Jeanann McMurrin helped track down old court records and 
other details. Finally, I thank my husband, Jack Newell, for his love 
and support throughout this project. 





Tucked  between the Tushar Mountains and the Parker Range 
in south-central Utah, Piute County is part of a geological transi- 
tional zone between the Basin and Range Physiographic Province to 
the west and the Colorado Plateau Province to the east. Much of the 
present-day topography of the county is related to Basin and Range 
development. The Great Basin is a geographic term applied to the 
region of the interior West that extends west to the White and Inyo 
Mountains along the Nevada-California border. All the streams in the 
Great Basin-including the Sevier River-drain inward, having no 
outlet to any ocean. 

Piute County is the second smallest county in the state-both in 
size and population. Only four incorporated towns, the county seat 
of Junction (population 132), Circleville (population 4 17), Kingston 
(population 134), Marysvale (population 364), and three smaller 
ranching communities-Thompsonville, Angle and Greenwich-dot 
the county's 754 square miles of land, with a total population in 1990 
of 1,277.' Piute's boundaries are shared with the larger, more pros- 
perous counties of Sevier to the north, Wayne to the east, Garfield to 



Horses grazing in a Round Valley Pasture. (Courtesy Linden Romine) 

the south, and Beaver to the west. But what Piute County lacks in size 
and population, it makes up in community spirit and a colorful his- 
tory-a history that can be traced back millions of years in geological 
time. 

While other regions of the state, such as the Wasatch and Uinta 
Mountains, have exposed rock more than over 600 million years old, 
almost all of today's Piute County landscape is quite young geologi- 
cally, dating back only about 25 million years to the Tertiary period.' 
Several bands of rock formations extending for about ten miles from 
Marysvale south to the Alunite Mine are the only visible indications 
of older periods: the Cretaceous (140-65 million years ago), Jurassic 
(200-140 million years ago), Triassic (230-200 million years ago), 
and Permian (280-230 million years ago). Evidence from drilling 
cores from two county sites, one in Marysvale and the other at the 
south end of the Tushar Mountains, reveals an even older geological 
history buried beneath the s~rface.~ 

During the Triassic period the land began to rise and the seas 
which had covered most of Utah for some 350 million years previ- 



ously retreated westward. Ash blown from volcanic eruptions covered 
the area preserving fossil remnants of sea life and coastal forests. At 
the close of the Triassic and the beginning of the Jurassic period, 
dinosaurs roamed eastern Utah. Although no dinosaur footprints or 
bones have been found in Piute County, evidence of their presence 
has been found in Garfield County to the southeast. Much of Utah 
became a vast desert, with sands blowing and piling in huge dunes 
hundreds of feet high, which were compressed into Navajo sandstone 
over the eons that followed. 

During the Cretaceous period that followed, another inland sea 
covered much of western North America, resulting in deposits of 
sandstone, coal, and deep-water shale. As earthquakes and volcanic 
eruptions subsequently thrust the land upward-a geologic event 
known as the Sevier Orogeny-the Sevier Mountains began to rise, 
exposing the older sedimentary rocks and pushing them up and over 
younger rock. Navajo Sandstone and other bands of rock from these 
three geologic periods can be seen in the ten-mile stretch mentioned 
above. The west side of the Sevier Plateau is marked by discontinu- 
ous segments of the Sevier Fault, which can be traced for approxi- 
mately one hundred miles from Richfield toward the Grand Canyon. 
The Tushar Mountains are flanked on the east side by the Tushar 
Fault south of Marysvale. 

One of the most prominent geographic features of Utah is the 
backbone of mountains that divides the state into two distinct phys- 
iographic regions of nearly equal area: the plateau country to the east 
and the Great Basin desert lands to the west. Called the Wasatch Line, 
this spine of mountains encompasses a number of ranges, including 
the Wasatch Range and Wasatch Plateau for which it is named. The 
Wasatch Line stretches north into Idaho and south to Piute County, 
where it splits into two branches. One branch follows the Parker 
Mountains on the edge of the Sevier Plateau, eventually extending 
into Arizona, where it crosses the Grand Canyon. The other branch, 
called the Las Vegas Line, parallels the Tushar Mountains and con- 
tinues to the southwest corner of Utah and into Nevada. Two char- 
acteristics of the Wasatch Line are the string of hot springs and the 
large earthquake faults that accompany it to Piute County, where they 
separate near Marysvale. The hot springs mainly follow the Las Vegas 



The east slope of the Tushar Mountains. (Allan Kent Powell) 

Line, while most of the earthquake epicenters continue south into 
Ari~ona.~ 

The crest of the Tushar Mountains forms the western boundary 
of Piute County. Lifted by faults some 10 million years ago, these 
mountains form the highest range of the Wasatch Line. They rise 
some 6,300 feet above the valley floors of Piute and Beaver counties 
to an elevation of 12,173 feet at the top of Delano Peak. For most of 
the year the crest is snow-covered. The Paiute Indians called the range 
"T'shar," which means white mountain. Anglos pronounced it 
"Tushar." Legend also has it that an ancient tribe of Native Americans 
called Tushari made their home in these mountains.' 

Reaching 12,173 feet in elevation, Delano Peak was named for 
Columbus Delano, U.S. Secretary of the Interior under President 
Ulysses S. Grant? It marks both the highest point and center of an 
immense volcanic region that erupted over a period of about 18 mil- 
lion years-from 23-5 million years ago-during the Tertiary period. 
Mount Belknap (12,139 feet)7 and Mount Baldy (12,082 feet), both 
located north of Delano Peak, and City Creek Peak ( 1 1,165 feet) to 



the south are part of this volcanic chain that experienced eruptions 
far more violent than any known in historic times. Similar to, but 
much larger than, the 1980 eruption of Mount Saint Helens in 
Washington state, these mountains exploded, throwing out huge 
amounts of volcanic ash followed by thick basalt flows that bulged 
upward to form massive lava domes. 

When the volcanic centers in the present-day Tushar Mountains 
and Sevier Plateau were active, this volcanic area was probably not 
separated by today's Sevier River and Otter Creek. The volcanic vents 
emerged at different locations and were active at different times. Due 
to the explosive nature of the eruptions, a common rock in the 
Tushar Mountains is breccia, which consists of angular pieces of frac- 
tured volcanic rock contained in a fine matrix of other rock. Breccia 
forms near volcanos when thick, sticky lava breaks through its own 
already solidified and cooling crust, when newer eruptions push 
through older deposits, or when loose rock debris flows down steep 
slopes. The Tushar Mountain formation represents the remains of the 
most active and long acting volcanos in the state, which began erupt- 
ing about 30 million years ago and continued until about 5 million 
years ago.8 

During this time, the Great Basin began to develop, high heat 
flow from the volcanic materials helped cause the earth's crust to 
expand and pull apart, deforming the previously existing terrain. 
This resulted in the formation of narrow, north-south ranges 
throughout present-day Nevada and Utah separated by relatively 
wide, flat basins or valleys, including the valleys through which the 
Sevier River, the East Fork of the Sevier River, and Otter Creek now 
flow. 

The periodic volcanic eruptions, sometimes referred to as the 
Marysvale Volcanic Pile, laid down seven major layers of volcanic 
rocks to a depth of more than 10,000 feet thick. During eruption 
cycles the earth twisted, fractured, and pushed up the previous vol- 
canic crusts, at the same time laying down new ash and molten rock. 
These eruptions also allowed hot, mineral-laden solutions contain- 
ing silver, gold, copper, mercury, iron, uranium, manganese, zinc, and 
lead to penetrate cracks and deposit rich ore veins in both the Beaver 
County and Piute County sides of the Tushar Range. Between these 



geologically active periods, the forces of water and wind eroded the 
already tortured landscape, often exposing the mineral  deposit^.^ 

The Tushar Mountains are said to contain <'the most concen- 
trated and varied assemblage of igneous rocks known in the state." 
From 1892 to 1961, the Gold Mountain Mining District produced 
some $3.83 million of gold, silver, copper, lead, and zinc. The Deer 
Trail Mine, which also yielded the above metals, produced $4.03 mil- 
lion between 1960 and 1971. Geologists are convinced that there are 
at least three more areas of the Tushars that contain major deposits 
of uranium and other metals yet undiscovered.1° 

From one end of Piute County to the other, the signatures of the 
volcanic period that produced these mineral deposits are evident. 
One of the most dramatic occurs where the Sevier River has eroded 
through Marysvale Canyon and tumbles from Piute County into 
Sevier County. There the bright yellow of Big Rock Candy Mountain 
with its rust-colored Lemonade Springs offers a startling contrast to 
the drab rock formations surrounding it. This novel mountain owes 
its striking color to hot water and steam produced by underground 
volcanic action. Volcano-produced fluids rose through the soil and 
rocks, altering them to a clay-like substance called limonite, an iron 
oxide, and giving the rocks and soil their bright yellow hues. The heat 
source for the hot water that caused the alteration and oxidation to 
take place may have come from the intrusion of gray volcanic rock 
across the canyon. 

About a mile and a half northeast of Marysvale at the foot of the 
Gray Hills is an obsidian cliff. Obsidian is an acid-resistant, usually 
black, volcanic glass that forms when lava cools very rapidly but does 
not crystallize into minerals.ll This obsidian outcropping later became 
an important resource for early humans who inhabited the area. They 
could easily flake it to form sharp tools and projectile points. 

The high plateaus in and around Piute County on the north 
(Sevier and Fishlake Plateaus), east (Awapa Plateau), and south 
(Sevier Plateau) are the result of a regional uplift that occurred over 
the last 10 million years. All have a core of volcanic rocks, deposited 
in the Marysvale Pile, forming the plateau surfaces. The Sevier River 
marks the western boundary between these plateau areas and the 
Tushar Mountains. 



The Big Flat area in the Tushar Mountains. (Utah State Historical Society) 

Circleville Mountain at 11,440 feet high stands like a sentinel at 
the southern end of the Tushars. Like Mount Dutton (1 1,036 feet) to 
the east end of the Sevier Plateau in Garfield County, it is a partially 
eroded, multilayered Miocene epoch volcano. The erosion has 
exposed alternating blankets of lava flows and ash, punctuated liber- 
ally with volcanic breccia. Between these two mountains is Circle 
Valley-a classic horst and graven, the horst being formed by the 
faults that run along the base of the Tushar Mountains to the west 
and the Sevier Plateau on the east, at the same time the area between 
the faults sank, becoming a graven. 

The beginning of wetter, colder climates around 2 million years 
ago started at the end of the Tertiary period in geological time. Huge 
Ice Age glaciers scooped out cirques in the high peaks and carved U- 
shaped valleys in the mo~ntains. This process resulted in debris piled 
along the edges of the glaciers (lateral moraines) and at the end of 
glaciers (terminal moraines.) The southernmost glaciers in Utah fin- 
ished the major sculpting of the Awapa and Fishlake Plateaus and the 
Tushar Mountains, leaving water and wind to further shape the land- 
scape. Over eons of time, rain, snow, and melting ice carried loose 



rock down streams, gullies, and canyons, flushing the debris onto the 
valley floors in large alluvial fans. 

Two streams of water and their tributaries in particular helped 
put the final touches on the present terrain of Piute County: Otter 
Creek and the Sevier River. In its infancy, the Sevier River ran south, 
being one with the present Virgin River. Then Long Valley rose dur- 
ing the tertiary period, reversing the river's flow to north. The Sevier 
River drains the interior of Utah's high plateaus and is the longest 
river completely contained within the state of Utah. The main fork 
begins as a spring above Long Valley Junction in Kane County. It 
winds its way north through Garfield, Piute, and Sevier Counties 
before curving around the upper reaches of the Pahvant Range in 
Millard County and turning south to Sevier Lake, where it sinks into 
the desert. The usually dry alkaline flat holds a shallow but expansive 
lake during occasional wet years. 

When the Spanish explorers Father Francisco Atanasio Dominguez 
and Father Silvestre Velez de Escalante passed through the Great Basin 
to the west of Piute County in 1776 with their small exploring expedi- 
tion seeking a route from Santa Fe to northern California, they named 
the river El Rio de Santa Isabel and the lake, Laguna de Miera, after the 
party's cartographer, Don Bernardo Miera y Pacheco. Jedediah Smith, 
an early trapper and explorer, called it the Ashley River in honor of 
William Henry Ashley, who had trapped as far south as the Sevier River 
in 1826, and for whom Smith had previously worked. Later, both the 
river and the lake appeared on maps as Nicollet, after noted French 
geologist and explorer Joseph N. Nicollet traversed the region in the 
mid- 1800s. But the name that stuck was Sevier, a mispronunciation of 
the Spanish name Rio Severo, meaning severe and violent river-a suit- 
able description for the sections of the river that carve and tumble 
through the rugged canyons on both ends of Piute County." 

The main branch of the Sevier River splits into three parts after it 
cuts through Circleville Canyon and crosses the Garfield border into 
Piute County. The flat, lush Circle Valley provides room for it to 
spread and meander until it comes together again and merges with 
the East Fork two miles east of the present town of Junction-named 
for this confluence of the Sevier River and its eastern fork. 

The headwaters of the East Fork begin on the Paunsaugunt 



Plateau in Kane County near the southern tip of the Dixie National 
Forest. As the East Fork passes through Kane and Garfield Counties, 
it picks up volume from dozens of streams and creeks that flow from 
the Paunsaugunt, Sevier, and Aquarius Plateaus as well as from the 
Escalante Mountains. The East Fork enters Piute County just south 
of present-day Otter Creek Reservoir. There it joins the waters of 
Otter Creek before it swings west to cut a course through picturesque 
Kingston Canyon. As it spills out into Circle Valley it meets a finger 
of the main river near the town of Kingston and then flows north to 
join the rest of the Sevier River at the junction. 

Across the Sevier Plateau on the west side of the county, Otter 
Creek generally parallels (and eventually becomes part of) the Sevier 
River-except it courses south rather than north. Otter Creek, which 
once had an abundance of otters for which it was named, begins in 
Sevier County on the Fish Lake Plateau and drains through Grass 
Valley. The valley is walled on the east by the Parker Range as it 
ascends to the Awapa Plateau, and on the west by the Sevier Plateau 
and the Forshea Mountains, named for James Edward Forshee.13 

Several smaller streams feed into Otter Creek, including Box 
Creek, where North Fork begins on the southern slope of Monroe 
Peak in Sevier County. A spring that trickles out of the eastern slope 
of Marysvale Peak (10,940 feet) becomes Box Creek's South Fork. 
They combine at what is today the upper of the two Box Creek reser- 
voirs. All are named for the Tom Box family, who settled on the 
stream.'* Greenwich Creek, which delivers water to the town of 
Greenwich, begins with a number of springs in Sevier County four 
miles northwest of the town of Koosharem at Milos Kitchen.15 

Other sources of water for Otter Creek come from the east side 
of the Sevier Plateau through what are sometimes dry washes and 
canyons, including Little Pole, Big Pole, and Pine Canyons. These 
names all reflect the importance of the timber that the pine forests 
crowning the plateau provide. On the other side of Otter Creek, water 
from the Awapa Plateau drains down unnamed streams and washes 
that are also dry much of the year. Otter Creek flows into the East 
Fork of the Sevier River just two miles north of the Garfield County 
line. Rocky Ford Creek, cascading off the Garfield end of the Sevier 
Plateau, joins the river as it exits Kingston Canyon. 



Marysvale Canyon. (Allan Kent Powell) 

The Sevier River fills modern-day Piute Reservoir just a mile and 
a half beyond the confluence and three miles east of the town of 
Junction. From the reservoir it continues a leisurely course to 



Marysvale Canyon. Along the entire length of the county, melting 
snow, rain, and springs send water from the east drainage of the 
Tushar Mountains down into the Sevier River in a progression of 
creeks: Birch and Blueberry Creeks, whose names reflect the plant 
species that dominate their banks, enter west of Circleville; City 
Creek passes north of Junction; Ten Mile Creek joins the Sevier River 
ten miles south of Marysvale; Cottonwood Creek flows past Alunite 
Mine as it tumbles down the bench to the river. The mine, one of sev- 
eral in the county, produces alunite, an ingredient used in fertilizers. 
Pine Creek comes out of Bullion Canyon and passes through the 
town of Marysvale. Progressing north, Deer Creek and Beaver Creek 
make their entrance into the Sevier Valley and its river. These creeks 
not only give water to the valley, their names tell of the wildlife and 
vegetation they supported. 

From the west side of the Sevier Plateau four more creeks bring 
life-giving water down the slopes to the river. The farthest south of 
these is Swift Spring Creek, fed by a spring of the same name on Twin 
Peaks. Dry Creek, which often lives up to its name, carries heavier 
seasonal run-off to the Sevier Valley. Manning Creek and Durkee 
Creek both begin near the Sevier County line, and both are dry part 
of the year. 

Between the Sevier River and the cool, wet high country where 
these small tributaries begin lie arid strips of rocky, sagebrush-cov- 
ered alluvial fans and foothills. The river's broad floodplain extends 
the length of the county. These flat bottomlands have provided rich 
soil and habitat for plants and animals. The forces that forged the 
rivers, streams, mountains, valleys, and plateaus of Piute County left 
a diverse landscape that shaped the lives and cultures of the succes- 
sive peoples who have made it their home. 

1. The town and county population figures are taken from the 1990 
U.S. census. 

2. See Lehi F. Hintz, Geologic History of Utah (Provo: Brigham Young 
University, 1988), 1. 

3. Ibid., 185-86. 



4. William Lee Stokes, Geology of Utah (Salt Lake City: Museum of 
Natural History, 1986), 11-19. 

5. John W. Van Cott, Utah Place Names (Salt Lake City: University of 
Utah Press, 1990), 376. The legend may well refer to the Fremont culture, 
which populated central Utah from A.D. 500-1250. 

6. Ibid., 261. 

7. Mount Belknap is incorrectly identified as Mount Belnap in Van 
Cott, Utah Place Names, 206. 

8. Stokes, Geology of Utah, 176. 

9. Ibid. 

10. Ibid. Piute County mining activity is discussed in later chapters. 

11. Halka Chronic, Roadside Geology of Utah (Missoula, MT: Mountain 
Press, 1990), 146. 

12. Some references point to Brigadier General John Sevier of Kentucky 
as the source for the name of the Sevier River, but according to Van Cott, 
Utah Place Names, 335, and other sources this is incorrect. See also Rufus 
Wood Leigh, "Naming of the Green, Sevier, and Virgin Rivers," Utah 
Historical Quarterly (April 1966). 

13. Van Cott, Utah Place Names, 142. According to Van Cott, an effort 
is underway to correct the spelling of the Forshea to Forshee. 

14. Ibid., 48. 

15. The town of Greenwich was first called Box Creek. Its present name 
is an anglicized version of its Paiute name. Van Cott, Utah Place Names, 168. 



PREHISTORIC AND 

k or at least 10,000 years before the first Anglo explorers reached 
Piute County, humans had hunted, fished, made camps, and built 
homes along the Sevier River and the creeks and streams that feed it. 
When the Mormon pioneers arrived to build farms and homes in the 
Sevier River Valley in the 1850s, they settled in the same natural loca- 
tions that the native peoples had used for thousands of years. 

Modern archaeologists and anthropologists have identified more 
than 500 prehistoric Native American sites in Piute County. Their 
careful scientific analyses of fill dirt, artifacts, pollen, and other mate- 
rials found at these and additional locations helps enable us to piece 
together the larger picture of the lifeways these ancient peoples.' 

Paleo-Indian Cultures: 12000-7000 B. P.' 

The first human inhabitants to enter the southwestern region of 

North America, possibly as early as 12,000 years ago, were big- game 
hunters.' These people were part of a group known as the late 
Pleistocene Native Americans, or Paleo-Indians, and are believed to 



have migrated from Asia across the Bering Strait land bridge that 
existed between today's Alaska and Russian Siberia. 

As the Paleo-Indian culture spread throughout the Southwest, 
including Utah and Piute County, its members left evidence of their 
presence. These prehistoric artifacts, mostly projectile points, can be 
dated in several ways. Among general dating information is their dis- 
covery with mammoth and camel bones in areas outside of Utah.' 
They also can be classified according to their particular size and 
shape. Clovis points represent the oldest type (12000-10500 B.P.) and 
are generally a minimum of three to four inches long, having no 
notches, but with a concave base with a flute or long flake chipped 
out of it. The flute extends about a third of the way toward the point. 
Folsom points (1 1000-9000 B.P.) are smaller and thinner with a more 
deeply concave base than the Clovis, indicating a transition from the 
hunting of large Ice Age megafauna such as mammoths and now- 
extinct bison and camels to somewhat smaller game animals. Plano 
points (9500-7000 B.P.) represent a variety of shapes and sizes indi- 
cating the development of more advanced craftsmanship and the 
hunting of smaller animals. All of these projectile points are usually 
found with the bones of large animals. The earliest Paleo-Indians 
hunted big game in small groups, most likely a group of several fam- 
ilies. Some smaller animals, fish, and plants made up the remainder 
of their diet. Later, as their hunting skills and point technology 
became more refined and varied, they traveled in much larger 
groups. 

At least one Paleo-Indian site still exists in Piute County on a 
sage-covered flat north of Circleville. Another lies just over the 
county line into Sevier County near Koosharem, indicating that, at 
the very least, these people passed through the area in search of game. 
Evidence of Paleo-Indian presence-both camps and settlements- 
also abounds in the counties surrounding Piute: Millard and Juab 
Counties along the shores of old Lake Bonneville, Sevier and Emery 
Counties, including the San Rafael Swell, and Garfield County along 
the Circle Cliffs east of Boulder and sites near the present-day town 
of E~calante.~ 

No one is sure what became of the Paleo-Indian people, whether 
they left the region, became integrated into other cultures, or adapted 
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to a changing environment over generations until what archaeolo- 
gists regard as a new distinct culture emerged. The Circleville site 
may yield the answer to that secret when it is fully studied, for rem- 
nants of both Paleo-Indians and the later Western Archaic culture 
people are evident there. At an elevation of 6,220 feet, aligned stones 
mark what appears to have been surface structures, suggesting longer 
term occupation rather than a camp. When first studied, some thirty- 
odd stone tools of chert and obsidian littered a 270-by-135-foot area. 
If, indeed, this proves to be a Paleo-Indian habitation site rather than 
a camp, it is of particular significance, since no other site of this kind 
has been found in Utah. Even later Desert or Western Archaic sites 
built in open areas are extremely rare in the state. Most evidence for 
these later people comes from dry caves. In any event, other cultures 
followed and even overlapped that of the Paleo-Indians. 

Western Archaic Cultures: 1 1 000-3500 B.P. 

At least 8,000 years before the Christian era, the Western Archaic 
people, hunters and gatherers, roamed the mountains and valleys of 
the Sevier River region. Distinct from the Paleo-Indian peoples, this 
culture is marked by different artifacts and the use of more techno- 
logically advanced projectile points, which differ in style from those 
of the Paleo-Indians. Carefully crafted obsidian projectile points 
found in Piute and surrounding counties place the Archaic people in 
the area from about 11000 to 9000 B.P. By this time, the region's ani- 
mals and vegetation had evolved similarly to those of today-as had 
the climate, alterating in warm-wet, cool-dry cycles. The Archaic peo- 
ples adapted accordingly, using a larger variety of foods and shelters 
than had preceding cultures, which may explain why they were more 
numerous than their predecessors. 

Small bands, perhaps families, of Western Archaic people found 
protection from the elements underneath a 200-foot cliff on the 
southern Wasatch Plateau east of present-day Richfield. The shelter 
extends as much as twenty-three feet under the sandstone overhang 
and is four times that long, offering dry lodging from the rain and 
the snow that can come early at that 7,500-foot elevation. There the 
people roasted plant foods and meat over open hearths or firepits. 
Some 150 hearths (open fires), 114 unlined fire pits, and eighteen 



Pictographs near the mouth of Dry Creek as it empties into the Sevier River 
southeast of Marysvale. (Courtesy Delma L. Jukes) 

slab-lined fire pits were discovered in the excavation of Sudden 
Shelter.'j Ivy Creek cut a channel through the canyon below, providing 
fresh water and an occasional fish. Archaic people used this particu- 
lar location, called Sudden Shelter, from around 5770 B.P. through 
5420 B.P., or for about 350 years.7 It is the most extensively studied 
archaeological site close to Piute County that documents these peo- 
ple% presence in the area. 

At least fifteen Archaic sites have been identified within Piute 
County itself. Of these, one (near Circleville mentioned above) is a 
Paleo-Indian and Archaic site, and six are Archaic and Fremont cul- 
ture sites, demonstrating that these individual cultures-separated in 
time-used some of the same locations. Only a scattering of projec- 
tile points on the ground surface identified the culture that used most 
of these fifteen sites. Locations of these lithic material sites in the 
county include the mouth of Oak Basin Canyon, Lum Canyon, Otter 
Creek Reservoir, City Creek, and the Greenwich townsite. A couple, 
which were probably camps, include flaked tools and grindstone arti- 
facts (manos and metates) used in food preparation. Another site a 
few miles north of Greenwich is on top of a chert outcropping where 



Archaic people-and very likely other cultures both before and after 
them-quarried the smooth stone, chipping and shaping the pieces 
into various tools. 

Evidence from these sites and others-such as Acord Lakes sev- 
eral miles north of Sudden Shelter on the Wasatch Plateau and 
Clyde's Cavern in the San Rafael Swell-suggest the Archaic people 
were highly mobile, ranging widely over a variety of landscapes and 
altitudes in search of food. Although both hunting and gathering 
activities are evident at most sites throughout Utah, the ancient peo- 
ples apparently shifted from hunting in the higher elevations to gath- 
ering plant food around the lower valleys at different times of the 
year rather than settling in a specific area year-round. They had an 
excellent knowledge of when and where they could locate plants, ani- 
mals, and material for their life-sustaining tools, and where they 
could find shelter. 

The fractured cliffs above Sudden Shelter provided shelter for at 
least three distinct but adjoining living areas used both as short-term 
camps as well as longer seasonal homes. From one to twenty-five 
people may have stayed there at any given time. Their diet consisted 
of large mammals such as bison, bighorn sheep, deer, and antelope, 
and smaller animals like coyote, beaver, badger, marmot, rabbit, 
prairie dog, squirrel, woodchuck, and a variety of small rodents. The 
ancient Native Americans made use of more than forty plant species 
for food and other purposes." 

Archaic people used simple, usually portable, tools. These 
included baskets for storing and harvesting plants, berries, and seeds; 
hand stones and milling slabs for grinding seeds; spears, knives, and 
scrapers of various kinds for killing and butchering larger game; and 
snares and nets for capturing birds and small mammals. After about 
6000 B.P. they learned to fashion needles by splitting long bones of 
animals. This enabled them to sew skins and hides into moccasins 
and simple clothing. They also used grasses and plant fibers to weave 
~andals.~ 

A basic tool of the Archaic people was the atlatl, or spear thrower. 
The shaft was usually made of cane or wood, from fourteen to about 
twenty-eight inches in length, with a hollowed-out end. This hol- 
lowed end was bound with sinew to keep the wood from splitting 



when a smaller foreshaft with a spearhead lashed to it was inserted. 
It is likely that the hunters carried several foreshafts (darts or spears) 
that could be fitted easily into the hollow for "reloading" quickly. The 
foreshaft could then be left in the target-animal or enemy-while a 
new one was inserted into the hollow of the main shaft. Leather loops 
or carved finger holes provided a firm grip on the throwing end. 
Feathers tied to the foreshaft helped the aim and straight trajectory 
of the projectile. This atlatl arrangement allowed a hunter to hurl a 
spear much harder and farther than was possible using just the arm.'' 

For some 8,000 years these Western, or Desert, Archaic people 
occupied and traversed the Utah region. Their adaptability allowed 
them to survive-and in some cases, flourish-through periods of 
environmental change. There are at least two schools of thought on 
the disappearance of the Archaic peoples. One is that their lifestyle 
was gradually replaced as corn agriculture from Mexico gradually 
migrated northward-a development that happened at different 
times in different places. Another is that the Archaic peoples simply 
disappeared from the landscape around 3,500 years ago, leaving it to 
some future inhabitants. In the Piute County area, those new inhab- 
itants were people known today as the Fremont culture. 

The Fremont Culture: 1800-700 B.P. 

Archaeologists and anthropologists have long debated the origins 
of the Fremont culture, but no one has yet solved the riddle. They 
were one of several cultures that emerged in the Formative, or Late 
Prehistoric, period ( 1800-700 B.P.) .I1 The Fremont people inhabited 
the northern Colorado Plateau region and the eastern Great Basin 
until about 750 years ago. They were contemporary with the Anasazi 
people found in the Four Corners region. Some archaeologists until 
recently thought that the Fremont were a subdivision or variant of 
the Anasazi.12 

The Anasazi occupation in Utah, for the most part, occurred 
along the Colorado River and its tributaries, extending into Arizona 
and as far west as Boulder Mountain, but the Anasazi were apparently 
not part of Piute County's prehistory. The two cultures did overlap 
farther east and south of the county, including the Escalante River 
drainage and the Kaiparowits Plateau. Artifacts from those particu- 
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lar regions indicate, at the least, some cultural exchange and perhaps 
even an intermingling of sorts between the two groups." 

While archaeologists commonly recognize some five regional 
variants of the Fremont culture, all shared some common character- 
istics. All were agriculturally based. The Formative period, in which 
the Fremont culture emerged, began with the introduction of culti- 
vated crops such as corn (or maize), beans, and squash. With this 
came a more stable food supply that was still supplemented by hunt- 
ing and gathering. Villages with above-ground and permanent adobe 
and masonry structures began to replace the seasonal camps, allow- 
ing for a more complex social organization in the resulting small vil- 
lages. For the first time pottery, bows, and arrows became common. 

The structures Fremont people built varied &om area to area, but 
some types were more common than others, with pithouses being 
the most common. Usually the structures had a number of firepits 
and storage rooms or granaries associated with them. In the flatter 
terrains these dwellings could be built from carefully made adobe. In 
more rocky or mountainous areas the walls of these dwelling were 
often constructed of stone masonry, although Fremont people did 
not built the elaborate complex structures for which the Anasazi are 
noted. Fremont people also took advantage of natural terrains, build- 
ing against ledges high on the canyon walls or under cliff overhangs. 

A number of artifacts set the Fremont apart from other prehis- 
toric societies. One particular type of basketry with a one-rod-and- 
bundle method of construction is distinctive enough that its presence 
at a site can alone identify it as Fremont. The troughed "Utah" 
metates (or grinding slabs), with one end open and a shelf at the 
other, are also indicative of the Fremont culture. 

The Fremont people made distinctive pottery pieces early in their 
cultural development: it was plain gray ware, usually without paint 
or design but well crafted and functional. Later potters, perhaps 
influenced through contact with the Anasazi, often decorated their 
ware by pinching corrugated ridges or painting black lines into geo- 
metric designs; some added a red wash. The Fremont people 
expressed an artistic flare not only through their pottery but also in 
their rock art and modeled clay figurines. 

Another identif/ing characteristic of the Fremont people was 



their footwear. They made two types of moccasins that are notable. 
One is particularly distinctive because it is unlike those found from 
any other culture. This particular moccasin was fashioned from the 
untanned leg hide of large animals such as deer with the hair left 
intact, presumably for traction and warmth in cold weather. A less- 
common style was made of three pieces of untanned hide. The sole 
was cut from the front leg-usually of a mountain sheep, deer, or 
elk-leaving both hair and dewclaw attached (which provided extra 
grip on the sole of the moccasin). They also made one-piece "hock"- 
style moccasins (also common to other cultures) from the back leg 
of a bison, cutting around the leg several inches above the dewclaw 
and making another circular cut just above the hoof. The Fremont 
artisan could then slip the tube-shaped hide, which had a natural 
ankle curve, off the bone and sew the lower end to form the toe of 
the moccasin. 

Although the Fremont people shared the above cultural charac- 
teristics, a great deal of diversity existed in regional sub-cultures or 
variants. The degree to which each sub-culture depended on agricul- 
ture varies, as does their rock art and influences from adjacent non- 
Fremont cultures. The Fremont people south and west of Piute 
County and those to the east along the San Refael Swell are geo- 
graphically closest to the Anasazi, and the painted pottery and archi- 
tecture from these regions most closely resembles Anasazi types. 
Other culture variants north of Piute County along the Sevier River, 
the Great Salt Lake, and the Uinta Basin share more similarities with 
the western and northwestern Plains cultures.'" 

The Fremont in the northwest corner of Utah and those who 
lived in the northeast corner were far removed from the Piute County 
area. Three other regional variants, however, came together in a tri- 
angular juncture within the county boundaries, making this tiny geo- 
graphic area an unusually interesting location for the study of the 
Fremont people. As many as a twenty Fremont sites are scattered 
throughout the county (including the six previously discussed 
ArchaicIFremont sites). Two of the sites also have artifacts from the 
later Indian cultures of the Shoshoni, Ute, and Paiute tribes. 

More recent studies argue for identifying sub-groups, not by pot- 
tery or architecture, but by their subsistence lifestyle variations based 



on different sets of environmental conditions and the methods used 
to adapt to them. Suffice it to say, the Fremont peoples are one of the 
more poorly understood prehistoric groups, and only further 
research will allow archaeologists to tell their story more c~mpletely.~~ 

For about four hundred years, from about A.D. 800 to 1200, 
Fremont people lived along the Sevier River as it meandered through 
the Piute County area. Unfortunately, when a team of scientists, led 
by Ohio archaeologist John Gillin, arrived to study the area's sites in 
1937, cattle grazing and farmers' plows had either destroyed most of 
them or curious diggers seeking pots and arrowheads had caused so 
much damage that they were no longer viable for scientific analysis. 
Old-timers in Marysvale remembered the days before farmers culti- 
vated that part of the valley and told of a dozen or more mounds that 
had dotted the area. Only one remained. 

This large mound, which would become known as the Marysvale 
3 site, was located on George T. Henry's farm just north of Marysvale 
and less than half a mile from his house. George T. Henry was an 
educated Englishman who came to Marysvale in 1878 to open an 
assay office. Considered one of the leading mining experts in south- 
ern Utah, he also farmed and held several elected offices.16 The 
mound protruded three feet above the surrounding field on the 
rolling bottomland. It stood some five miles west of the river itself 
and about a half mile from where the foothills start their gentle slope 
up to the Tushar Mountains. The mound was oriented in a north- 
south direction and was about eighty-eight feet long and seventy-two 
feet wide." 

In the early 1890s, Professor Henry Montgomery had made an 
initial investigation of the mound. He opened a hole about six feet in 
diameter and two and a half feet deep and made "a few shallow 'pot- 
holes' around the center." Apparently, Montgomery didn't publish a 
detailed description of what he found, but he did leave this more gen- 
eralized statement: 

An account of my investigations in the pre-historic town near 
Marysvale in Piute County, and elsewhere in the valleys of Utah, 
would be almost a repetition [of those given of other Utah coun- 
ties]. . . . everywhere the same permanent buildings, the same 
walls, roofs and floors . . . the same wonderful pottery, and the 



same stone and bone implements, utensils and ornaments are pre- 
sented to the eye of the explorer.'' 

John Gillin reported that "Later, local amateurs had enlarged 
Montgomery's original excavation in desultory fashion."19 

As he worked his land, George Henry had picked up numerous 
potsherds and enough arrowheads for an impressive collection, 
which he allowed the archaeologist to study, photograph, and clas- 
sify. Several years earlier, his wife, Joanna Dennis, reportedly had even 
removed a skeleton from the mound, which had since been lost.20 

Gillin and his team plotted the mound into one-foot-square sec- 
tions and dug narrow trenches north, south, east, and west h-om the 
center point. They noted individual artifacts and any other materials 
according to the square foot in which they were found. Eventually 
they uncovered the remnants of two dwellings and four different lev- 
els of floor, indicating that the site had been occupied at least that 
many separate times. 

In his report, Gillin supplied drawings of the excavation plan and 
a cross-section, and he concluded that the site had first been occu- 
pied by people living in semi-subterranean pithouses (floor 4). A 
flood later ravaged the original dwelling, leaving a layer of sand and 
gravel on top of this deepest floor. The site was reoccupied sometime 
after the flood had taken place (floor 3),  and then was probably occu- 
pied almost continuously with only temporary intervals of vacany 
until its final abandonment. 

Floor 2a represented the next definite level of occupation. With 
it came the construction of a free-standing adobe house, with walls 
up to a foot thick. There was an adobe-rimmed firepit in the center of 
the room (House I). Gillin explained: "A second floor covering the 
fireplace (floor 2) occurred within the walls of this house, showing it 
was reoccupied or repaired, possibly after a short desertion. Floor 2 
extends outside the house and is associated with House 11, which also 
lacks an interior fireplace." By this stage, it appears that the Fremont 
occupants had adopted the practice of locating the fireplace outside. 
Both houses probably had flat roofs with an entry hole, for no door- 
ways were evident in any of the walls. Gillin's crew unearthed an 
irregular slab of sandstone nearby, which probably served as a cover 
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for one of the openings. Sometime after the abandonment of both 
structures, which occurred before A.D. 1 150, a later group built a final 
(or top) floor over the ruins of House I.21 

Gillin and his crew also excavated a second site, which had no 
mound associated with it, but pottery pieces, arrowheads, and other 
projectile points littered the area. This site, located on top of a steep- 
sided ridge a half-mile west of Marysvale at the mouth of Bullion 
Canyon, was designated Marysvale 7. In their digging, the archaeo- 
logical team discovered the remnants of a small village with enough 
artifacts to suggest a well-established culture that lived there for sev- 
eral hundred years. This site dates somewhat later than Marysvale 3, 
and perhaps continued well into the twelfth century." Although it is 
unlikely that the team found all of the original village, the excavated 
site extended about 135 feet in a north-south direction and 300 feet 
east-west. Freshwater Bullion Creek ran some 450 feet below the site. 

Most of the seventeen houses unearthed were pit or subterranean 
structures, three of which were five feet or less in diameter and were 
most likely used for storage. It appears that all the structures had roof 
entrances. Several sandstone disks, presumably covers for these 
entrances, were found. The square pithouses once had woven stick 
walls and ceilings, most likely plastered over with several inches of 
adobe. Floors all consisted of about three inches of smooth adobe, 
some with an underlayer of cobblestone. An adobe rim circled the 
firepits, which were also lined with adobe plaster. 

Three structures were kiva-like houses with central adobe- 
rimmed firepits and ventilation tunnels. These houses may have been 
used for ceremonial purposes or simply as family or community 
gathering places. Five other houses were rectangular, with freestand- 
ing adobe walls but no fireplaces. One had two rooms. The walls var- 
ied in thickness up to about fourteen inches, with the average being 
about eleven inches thick. Among the artifacts in one house, set off 
to the north from the rest, was a stone grinding slab and several 
manos along with an unbroken gray pitcher, indicating that this was 
likely a room for storing and perhaps preparing seeds and corn for 
food. 

Artifacts from the site consisted of projectile points of varying 
sizes (arrowheads, knives, spear points), clay disks and rectangular 



Dry Creek pictographs. (Courtesy Delma L. Jukes) 

bone pieces (perhaps used as game counters), pipes of stone or clay, 
figurine or doll-like objects, bone pendants, awls, whistles, stone balls, 
shell beads, and manos and metates." From this basic archaeological 
information researchers have pictured a small village of perhaps six 
to ten families living and working on this remote knoll. They planted 
and harvested crops such as corn and squash, wove baskets, made 
pottery, fashioned clay figurines either for play or for ceremony, gath- 
ered seeds and nuts, hunted game in the nearby mountains, fash- 
ioned tools from stone and bone, and made clothing from grasses 
and animal skins. They ground and pounded medicines from the 
roots and leaves of plants, had religious ceremonies, played games, 
and perhaps traded with other cultures. 

Although pictographs were not found in the immediate vicinity 
of Marysvale 1 or 7 sites, they are scattered throughout the Piute 
County area, reaffirming the Fremont people's artistic flair that is so 
evident in their pottery and figurines. 

Between A.D. 1300 and 1400 the Fremont culture disappeared. A 
severe and prolonged period of drought most likely made it impossi- 
ble for them to maintain their horticultural-based food supply. 
Several related theories attempt to explain what happened to these 
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people. One suggests that they became a nomadic people that even- 
tually evolved into the Numic-speaking tribes of Paiute, Ute, and 
Sh~shoni.~' Another theory proposes that the Numic groups, which 
are believed to have originated in the southern California area, 
moved into the Great Basin, displacing-and perhaps absorbing- 
the Fremont peoples.25 Others believe that the Fremont migrated 
north and east to become the Dismal River Apache or Plains Apache, 
or that they moved south to be absorbed into or become the ances- 
tors of today's southwestern cultural groups.26 

Southern Paiutes have their own tradition of the disappearance 
of the earlier culture. It tells of an ancient people who migrated east- 
ward "from a place of high mountains and endless waters to the red 
mountains." There under the influence of their benevolent gods, 
Tabats and Shinob, they tilled the soil, hunted, and prospered. 
However, when many years of drought dried streams and land, the 
game fled and the people began to starve. Shinob told them "to take 
council from the animals." Thereafter, the Southern Paiutes became 
a nomadic people, following the game from lowlands in the winter 
to highlands in the summer, who "gathered in gratitude the food 
which the gods distribute every year over the face of tu-weep, the 
earth."27 

Whatever happened to the Fremont people, one thing is appar- 
ent: artifacts from their culture have not been identified in any sig- 
nificant quantity outside their original range and period of history. 
The Fremont cultural identity was entirely lost.'" 

The Numic Peoples 
The Native Americans who occupied the Piute County area dur- 

ing the last 600 to 800 hundred years were part of a Numic (Shoshoni 
language-speaking) group-a branch of the Uto-Aztecan language 
family. Represented in this group are several Utah Indian tribes that 
all speak dialects of the Shoshoni language: Paiutes, Utes, Goshutes 
and, of course, the Shoshoni themselves. Early development of the 
Numic language began about the time of Christ in northern Mexico 
and southern California. Linguists, archaeologists, and anthropolo- 
gists agree that by A.D. 1200, Numic-speaking peoples had expanded 



into the eastern Great Basin, and, by A.D. 1300, into southwestern 
C ~ l o r a d o . ~ ~  

The pottery of these people is unlike any other in the western 
United States. It is fragile and somewhat crudely formed from a 
course clay through a combination of coiling and pounding (the pad- 
dle-anvil method), and fired at low temperatures. The vessels are usu- 
ally thick, with a wide mouth and flat bottom, the only decorations 
being indentations near the rim. This distinctive pottery plays a 
prominent roll in confirming when the Shoshoni-speaking peoples 
first appeared on the Utah scene. In the upper strata of numerous 
archaeological sites throughout the state, particularly in caves and 
shelters, these vessels are found mixed with Fremont material, indi- 
cating that the Numic speakers arrived before the Fremont left, which 
may help provide a possible explanation for the disappearance of the 
Fremont. Archaeologist Jesse D. Jennings, explained: 

The Paiute were highly skilled foragers, not farmers, and the peace- 
ful (soft) pressure of a new population, able to forage for the same 
food species with even more skill than could the Fremont, may 
have taxed the carrying capacity of the land. The Fremont could 
have lost the competition and withdrawn, leaving the Ute and 
Paiute in possession of the Eastern Basin and the Colorado 
Platea~.~' 

The small area that comprises Piute County today is a micro- 
cosm of the landscape these groups occupied for centuries. It is 
marked by high plateaus to the east and west, with the fertile valleys 
of the Sevier River between, and it is bordered by arid desert land that 
stretches north and south. The survival of the Paiutes and Utes who 
lived here depended upon their ability to adapt to the conditions 
these varied terrains presented. Their small-group hunting and gath- 
ering subsistence lifestyle mirrored that of the earlier Archaic peo- 
ples. Moving in little family bands, they were "a people of the land." 
Not only were their lives profoundly immersed in the cycles of nature 
but they had become completely reliant on such cycles. 

'Paiute Indians 
The Southern Paiutes occupied the land that stretched from 

California's Sierra Nevada south along the Colorado River to the con- 



fluence of the Colorado and San Juan Rivers at Glen Canyon. Their 
territory extended north through Piute County to about the area of 
Clear Creek Canyon. They fashioned seasonal shelters, called wicki- 
ups, from brush and tree limbs, which they formed into a dome 
shape with a side entrance. The mountain streams that cascade into 
the valleys allowed limited irrigation of small gardens in summer. 
They used bones and sticks for digging; wove baskets for gathering, 
drying, and storing; pounded and coiled clay into pottery for cooking 
and storage; made atlatls and bows and arrows for hunting, and 
made nets and snares for trapping. As the seasons changed from cold 
to hot, they followed the terrain from the valleys to the mountains. 
In the spring, when food supplies were low, Paiutes planted corn in 
the bottom elevations and dug the roots and bulbs of young plants. 
This heavy reliance on plants continued into the summer as fruits 
and berries ripened and tubers grew fat. In the fall, the Paiutes gath- 
ered seeds and pinenuts to be stored for the winter. Throughout the 
year, they might kill an occasional large game animal, but more usu- 
ally they hunted and trapped smaller game, rodents, and insects with 
skill and perseverance. 

When European explorers and trappers-and later the Mormon 
settlers-encountered the Paiutes they universally declared them to 
be inferior to the more aggressive Shoshoni and Utes. In this they 
failed to recognize the degree to which the Paiutes had accommo- 
dated their lifestyle to their particular surroundings and circum- 
stances. In spite of the fact that they did not have horses, they 
successfully sustained their culture in an unbelievably harsh envi- 
ronment, unappreciated by those accustomed to living in a more 
hospitable habitat. 

Ute Indians 
Ute lands covered some 200,000 square miles, including two- 

thirds of Utah and one-half of Colorado. Near Sevier Lake in central 
Utah their territory met the Shoshoni-Goshute lands to the north 
and the territory of the Paiutes to the south and west. Ute territory 
extended eastward over the rest of central and eastern Utah and 
across the Colorado Rockies. The Utes were divided into bands, with 
the Uintah in northeastern Utah, the Timpanogos around Utah Lake, 



the Sanpitch northeast of the Pavant Mountains along the Sevier 
River, and the Pahvants from Clear Lake east to the Fishlake Plateau. 

Explorer Jedediah Strong Smith described the Utes. He said they 
were 

cleanly quiet and active and made a nearer approach to civilized 
life than any Indians I have seen in the Interior. Their leggings and 
shirts which are made of skins of the Deer Mt Sheep or Antelope 
are kept quite clean. . . . They appear to have very little disposition 
to steal and ask for nothing unless it may be a little meat.31 

Two Ute groups are of particular importance to Piute County's 
prehistory: the Pahvant band, whose home was the Fishlake Plateau, 
and the Koosharem band, who lived in Grass Valley (which runs 
north and south along Otter Creek). For subsistence, both groups 
gathered plant foods, including pinyon nuts, fished the Sevier and 
Fremont Rivers, Otter Creek, and other streams in the area, and 
hunted large and small animals in the forests of the Fishlake Plateau 
and the Tushar Mountains. In the early nineteenth century, however, 
the incursion of Spanish traders would dramatically alter the lives of 
both Utes and Paiutes. 

The Spanish Explorers and Indian Trade 
When a Ute Indian traded a solid silver ingot to a blacksmith 

near Sante Fe in 1765, it ignited a Spanish search for mines and easy 
wealth in the lands north. Soon a small expedition headed by Juan 
Maria Antonio Rivera headed into western Colorado; but it returned 
in July with no discoveries of great wealth. New Mexico Governor 
Tomas Velez de Chupin sent Rivera back to explore farther into the 
unknown lands. This expedition took Rivera and his party into east- 
ern Utah along the base of the La Sal Mountains and across the 
Colorado River near present-day Moab. This crossing would later 
become an established ford of the Colorado River for travelers on the 
Old Spanish Trail. 

In 1776 two Franciscan friars, Silvestre Velez de Escalante and 
Francisco Atanasio Dominguez, accompanied by ten men, journeyed 
into Utah from Santa Fe in search of a new route to Monterey, 
California, where the Spanish had established a colony in 1770. 
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Escalante and another Catholic priest, Father Francisco Garces, had 
already pioneered a trail to California through the deserts of New 
Mexico and Arizona; but, because of the hostile Hopis and Apaches 
along the route, the Spanish wanted to find a better route, and chose 
to traverse the lands of the more friendly Utes. The Dominguez- 
Escalante party traveled as far north as Utah Valley and then south 
along the east side of Sevier Lake in present-day Millard County. 
With winter threatening, they feared being trapped by snow in the 
mountain ranges that still stretched before them to the west and 
abandoned their quest, returning to Santa Fe. Even though they failed 
to reach their goal, they had explored and mapped new territory 
along their way and helped open the way for later extensive Spanish 
trade. 

As evidence that the Spanish also mined in the Marysvale area, 
perhaps as early as the 1700s or after the development of the Old 
Spanish Trail in the late 1820s, modern-day residents of Piute County 
point to an old arrastra wheel found along Bullion Creek by the early 
settlers. The arrastra was used to crush ore and extract metals, and, 
according to former mining inspector and resident of Marysvale Re11 
Frederick, predates early Mormon exploration and settlement. 
Another arrastra found near the Carrissa Mine also may be of 
Spanish origin." 

By the 1790s nearly all the Ute bands from the Uinta Basin to the 
western slopes of the Wasatch Mountains had acquired horses from 
the Spanish in New Mexico, giving them a clear advantage over their 
peaceful and unmounted Goshute and Paiute neighbors who occu- 
pied the deserts of the Great Basin. Astride their horses, Utes could 
travel farther in search of large game animals-deer, elk, buffalo, and 
antelope-which became their primary food source and also pro- 
vided skins for their clothing and tepees. Traits of the Plains Indians 
were adapted by the Utes. Large hunting and raiding expeditions 
were an added boon, making it unnecessary for the Utes to move 
their camps in search of food as frequently as they had done in the 
past. When they did make seasonal moves, horses dragged or carried 
the increased weight of tepees and other belongings. The Utes began 
living in bands larger than the earlier extended family groups, with a 
chief as leader and loose ties with other bands. Their mobility and 



the more readily available furs expanded their opportunities for 
exchanging goods with other tribes as well as trappers, explorers, 
wandering merchants, or Spanish and Indian slave traders. 

From the beginning of Spanish occupation of the New World, 
the work force in the Spanish colonies in Mexico had been based 
upon slave labor. Wealthy households and rancheros throughout the 
Rio Grande Valley in the Spanish province of New Mexico were also 
in need of servants and laborers-and the Indian trade offered solu- 
tions to the labor shortage. The Utes, in need of horses, took advan- 
tage of the lucrative slave market that developed with the Spanish and 
Mexicans in California and New Mexico. Young Paiutes and 
Goshutes, especially the women, were submissive, making excellent 
servants. These groups became the objects of Ute raids.33 For over 
fifty years (from the late 1700s to the mid- 1800s) the Utes kidnapped 
women and children from the Paiutes, Goshutes, and other bands for 
trade with the Spanish for guns, knives, blankets, and horses. 

Long before the Old Spanish trail became a recognized route, 
Spanish trading parties had begun regular forays into Ute lands. 
Entering Utah near Moab, some snaked and bartered their way in a 
northwesterly direction across the Wasatch Mountains. Roughly fol- 
lowing the original Escalante and Dominguez route to trade blankets, 
guns, and horses to the Timpanogos Utes for furs and slaves. Some 
returned to New Mexico with their goods; a few continued south 
through today's Millard and Beaver Counties and across the inhos- 
pitable southern deserts to California. 

An increasing number of traders took established Indian trails 
and detoured through the southern regions of Utah, forming a route 
that would become the Old Spanish Trail. They crossed the Colorado 
River near Moab and forded the Green River near the present Utah 
town of that name. From there the trail swung southwest, and after 
about 1830 split at Fremont Junction. The older section snaked west 
through Salina Canyon and then turned south to follow the Sevier 
River Valley through present-day Sevier and Piute Counties. An alter- 
nate route traversed the Forsyth Valley to the Loa-Fremont area and 
then west across the high country of Fishlake Plateau, entering Piute 
County by way of Otter Creek. It traced the creek south through 
Grass Valley along the eastern side of the county until it met the 



Sevier River's East Fork north of Antimony. The two trails came 
together again at the junction of the East Fork and the main flow of 
the Sevier River.34 

From the junction of the two forks, the Spanish traders contin- 
ued south with their captives and other trade items, following the 
Sevier River through Circle Valley and the northwest corner of 
Garfield County to the present site of Orton. There the trail curved 
west, and then went south along Bear Creek and over the Markagunt 
Plateau (a Paiute word meaning "highland of trees").3s The users of 
the trail then descended down the west side of the mountain, follow- 
ing Little Creek to the site of the present town of Parowan before 
meeting the Dominguez-Escalante trail around Cedar City. 

The earliest indication of American trappers passing through 
Piute County is the story of James Workman and William Spencer. 
The two had been part of a larger group of fur trappers in 1829, but 
became lost when a Comanche war party separated them from the 
others. In search of a route to Sante Fe, they wandered to the Moab 
crossing of the Colorado River, where they met up with a Spanish 
trading caravan. The traders had already left Sante Fe and were 
headed for California, so the trappers, probably in the interest of their 
own safety, went with them. They followed the Old Spanish Trail 
through Castle Valley, up the Sevier River, through the future Piute 
County region, and on across the western desertsa3'j 

Lagos Garces and Mauricio Arze are two Spanish traders who 
very likely frequented Piute County. A record of their trial for trad- 
ing with the Utes without a license indicates that they knew both the 
Ute language and the Sevier River country. In the spring of 1813, after 
trading with the Timpanogos Utes around Utah Lake, they made 
their way south to the Sevier River. The traders had a brush with a 
hostile band of Sanpitch Utes and probably escaped through Salina 
Canyon.37 

In 1821 Utah became the territory of the Mexican government 
when the Mexicans won their independence from Spain. The newly 
liberated Mexicans lost no time in taking over the trade and mining 
enterprises of the Spaniards, continuing contact between Santa Fe 
and the Indians in Utah until well after the Mormons reached the Salt 
Lake Valley.38 



In 1841 a French observer, Duflot de Mofras, described the 
Mexican trading parties. 

Caravans travel once a year from New Mexico to Los Angeles. 
These consist of 200 men on horseback, accompanied by mules 
laden with fabrics and large woolen covers called serapes, jerzas, 
and cobertones. . . . This merchandise is exchanged for horses and 
mules, on a basis, usually, of two blankets for one animal. 
Caravans leave Santa Fe, New Mexico, in October, before the 
snows set in . . . and finally reach the outlying ranchos of California 
from where the trail leads into El Pueblo de 10s Angeles. This trip 
consumes two and one-half months. Returning caravans leave 
California in April in order to cross the rivers before the snow 
melts, taking with them about 2,000 horses. The expedition that 
reached El Pueblo in November, 1841 included in addition to 
some 200 or more New Mexicans, 60 or more North Arneri~ans."~~ 

The traders wore a curious assortment of apparel. Elaborately 
embroidered jackets and vests adorned with silver bell-shaped but- 
tons contrasted with the scanty buckskin loincloths of the captured 
Indians. 

The Mexicans knew the profit to be made in the slave trade, as 
did the Utes. Since the two sections of the Old Spanish Trail joined 
at the junction of the two forks of the Sevier River, the Paiutes who 
lived in that valley and along Otter Creek became particularly vul- 
nerable to the Ute kidnapping raids. Sometimes the trading parties 
themselves even found a destitute Paiute family willing to trade a 
child for a poor horse or mule they could butcher for food. These 
bartered humans were either strapped to the backs of horses or 
walked-herded through agonizing miles of desert to the Pacific 
Coast. At trail's end, the women and children purchased along the 
route were either sold for cash or traded for more horses. The sce- 
nario repeated itself on the return trip, with new captives bought 
along the trail being taken back to Sante Fe to be sold into Mexico. 
While the going rate was from $50 to $100 for children between ten 
and fifteen years of age, strong boys could bring as much as $100 
each. Girls, who were in greater demand as house servants, often sold 
for an even higher price, up to $150 to $200." Even though California 
outlawed the slave trade in 1824, it reached its peak throughout the 



Great Basin in the 1830s and 1840s and did not end until nearly a 
decade after the arrival of the Mormons. 

Today, very little remains in Piute County to attest to this history 
or the people who experienced it. Only four Ute and Paiute sites and 
two Shoshoni sites have been identified in Piute County. Another site 
shows Fremont and Shoshoni use, and still another Fremont, Ute, 
and Paiute use. These "mixed sites" may demonstrate an overlap of 
the cultures, or they may merely indicate the propensity of various 
groups or individuals to choose the same places to camp. In either 
case, other than some pottery, Desert Side-notched arrowheads, and 
an occasional wickiup or tepee ring, there is little archaeological evi- 
dence today of the Utes or Paiutes in the Sevier River valleys. The 
sites of these nomadic peoples have disappeared with them." 
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EXPLORING THE LAND 

I n  1827 mountain man Jedediah Smith and his trapping party 
picked their way south past Big Rock Candy Mountain to the mouth 
of Marysvale Canyon where the cliffs push against the Sevier River, 
causing it to rage and foam. Finding the canyon impenetrable, Smith 
and his men retraced their trail north to Clear Creek. There they cut 
west around Clear Creek Canyon into the vast desert regions of the 
Great Basin, which Smith described as "a Country of Starvation- 
Sandy plains and rocky hills.'" 

Had Smith and his men persevered over the mountain to the east 
side of Marysvale Canyon and the Sevier River rapids, as had the 
Spanish and Mexican traders before them, they would have found 
that the boulder-strewn channel widens and the steep cliffs roll down 
into the lush green river bottom flanked by sagebrush-covered 
foothills. Here the river quietly wanders, twisting and turning for 
miles-at times almost resting-before plunging northward through 
the canyon. 

Three years later, in 1830, William Wolfskill and George C. Yount 
led another group of twenty trappers the entire length of the Old 



Spanish Trail. Theirs became the first documented group to do so, 
although there is mention of scores of "North Americans" riding with 
New Mexican trading caravans at least a decade earlier. Wolfskill and 
Yount traveled up the Sevier River, missing the Clear Creek cutoff 
that Jedediah Smith and his men had taken, and passed over the 
mountain and south through Piute County. They exited by way of 
Circle Valley.' 

The next Anglo-American visitor on record, Christopher "Kit" 
Carson, most likely ventured into Piute County for the first time in 
the late fall-early winter of 1847. The then thirty-seven-year-old 
Carson had carried mail and news from his home in Taos, New 
Mexico, to the nation's capital the previous spring. In June he started 
west, again by way of Taos, with mail for California. Because of 
Indian problems across Arizona, he took the northern route from 
Sante Fe, following the Old Spanish Trail through the Piute County 
area. He arrived in Los Angeles in November. 

After wintering in California, Carson headed east again on 4 May 
1848. He carried with him private letters and government dis- 
patches-including news of gold being discovered at Sutter's Mill. 
Lieutenant George Douglas Brewerton rode with Carson and his 
party and later published a book detailing his travels with Carson on 
the Spanish Trail.3 Mountain man Elijah Barney Ward, Carson's 
friend and sometimes traveling companion, also accompanied 
Carson on this trip. Ward would later make his home in Utah and 
would frequent Piute County. 

John C. Frkmont would not traverse Piute County until the win- 
ter of 1853-54 (discussed later), but his scientific expedition to the 
Great Basin ten years earlier (1843-44) and his subsequent report 
published in 1845 became particularly important to leaders of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in Nauvoo, Illinois. Joseph 
Smith, Jr., had organized this new church in New York state in 1830, 
becoming its prophet-president. Heavy harassment and persecution 
forced him and his followers first to Ohio, then to Missouri, and sub- 
sequently on to Nauvoo. On 27 June 1844 a mob murdered Joseph 
Smith in Carthage, Illinois. By 1846 the beleaguered Mormons 
sought a new place of refuge as they were forced to leave the city they 
had founded. 



Smith's successor, Brigham Young, together with other LDS 
church leaders, found Frkmont's published description of the Great 
Basin pivotal as they considered options for Mormon resettlement. 
Frkmont's account and maps of his journey from Southern California 
to Utah Valley also later encouraged the first Mormon exploration to 
the southern reaches of the territory as well as to Piute County. 

First Mormon Exploration of the Upper Sevier 
Between July 1847 and the close of 1849, more than 11,000 

almost destitute Mormon immigrants arrived in the Salt Lake Valley. 
Their first winter was particularly hard. The pioneers survived with 
short rations by sharing or trading food with other families, eating 
rawhide, sego lily bulbs, thistles, and drinking a mild tea made from 
the spikes of the ephedra bush-henceforth called Mormon, or 
Brigham, tea-which had a soothing effect on the digestive tract. 
Abner Blackburn, a former member of the Mormon Ba t t a l i~n ,~  
described the conditions in the new city: 

All their provision was brought from the Missouri River and their 
suplies ran verry low towards spring. And manny had to dig roots 
and hunt or trap for a liveing and [we] killed a great manny cattle. 
Every bone was mashed for the marrow and hides, hooves, and 
offal1 was eaten with relli~h.~ 

Blackburn apparently decided that an empty stomach may be 
tolerated more easily if one were occupied in an endeavor more excit- 
ing than digging sego lily roots and drinking Mormon tea. He and 
two fellow battalion members, Ephriam Knowlton Hanks and Tom 
Williams, "fitted out for a trading scheme to barter with the Utas [Ute 
Indians] on the head watters of the Severe River away to the South." 
They rode first to Utah Valley, where they "had a palaver with Old 
Elk, the chief of the Ute Indians there, then south to the Sevier R i~er .~  
The river route took the three men to the junction of the East Fork 
and the main branch of the Sevier River, and they became the first 
Mormons to explore the Piute County region. 

Blackburn's journal does not specify whether the three men con- 
tinued along the main fork to the Sevier Plateau or along the East 
Fork to the Aquarius Plateau. At the headwaters, however, they met 



two trappers, probably Jim Baker (who Blackburn refers to as 
"Paker") and a Frenchman named Devous. Blackburn described the 
encounter: 

They told us not to goe to the Indians, for the chief had lost a son 
lately and he might want to send us along with his son to the happy 
hunting grounds of the great spirit. We soon seen through their 
story. They did not want us to goe there and get their trade. [We] 
went to the village and done as well was expected.' 

There is no account of the Mormon trio's return trip, but the 
three men had arrived safely in the Salt Lake Valley before the begin- 
ning of the spring thaw. 

The Parley I! Pratt Expedition of 1849-50 
By the second winter, that of 1848-49, which proved little better 

than the first, it became imperative for Mormon church leaders in the 
Salt Lake Valley to explore the territory and search out new settle- 
ment sites. Brigham Young stated in March 1849: "We hope soon to 
explore the valleys three hundred miles south and also the country 
as far as the Gulf of California with a view to settlement and to 
acquiring a seaport."' He first sent families to build and occupy Fort 
Utah (later Provo) in Utah Valley that spring, and then others were 
sent to Sanpete Valley in November of 1849 to settle Manti. That 
same month, Young also asked the newly formed Legislative 
Assembly of the Provisional Government for the State of Deseret to 
commission Mormon leader Parley P. Pratt to explore the central and 
southern portions of Utah (including today's Piute County) with a 
party of fifty men.9 

Pratt, known for his competent leadership, selected his men care- 
fully. They each needed skills and talents that would aid in the suc- 
cess of the expedition. Among his choices were John Brown, William 
Henrie, and Joseph Mathews, all expert hunters; Robert Lang 
Campbell, a seasoned clerk and camp historian; William W. Phelps, 
an accomplished surveyor; and Dimick Huntington, an experienced 
scout with an uncommon aptitude for trading and conversing with 
the Indians. Some of those chosen were Mormon Minute Men-an 
advanced militia guard group. Others, like Isaac C. Haight, had been 
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with the Mormon Battalion.'' In age, the men ranged from eighteen- 
year-old Alexander Lemon to seventy-one-year-old Samuel Gould. 

Pratt and his men were to "maintain a complete record of soil 
conditions, topography, vegetation, streams, timber, pasture lands, 
and all other natural resources" necessary to locate new settlements. 
They were also to return with specific recommendations for town 
sites. It was quite a task, considering that the expedition began its 
journey on 24 November with deep snow covering much of the 
route. They eventually returned in February. 

Twelve large wagons, each pulled by two yoke of oxen, carried 
food, blankets, tools, Indian trade items, and other necessities. One 
carriage, a brass field cannon, and thirty-eight saddle horses and 
mules, along with a number of cattle, were part of the procession. 
The expedition eventually numbered forty-seven-three fewer than 
planned. 

Snow and temperatures that often dipped well below zero would 
plague the explorers much of their journey. They traveled through 
Utah and Juab Valleys, then turned east through Salt Creek Canyon 
to the Sanpitch (Sanpete) Valley and the two-week-old settlement of 
Manti. There, five more men with two wagons volunteered to join the 
expedition, bringing the total number of men to fifty-two. The com- 
pany left Manti on 5 December and reached the Sevier River the next 
day-150 miles from Salt Lake City. "The Sevier is a noble river," 
wrote the camp historian, "several feet deep with a sluggish current, 
having much the appearance of the Jordan, but considerably larger. 
It is apparently navigable for small steamers, but its valley and the 
country since the company left Sanpitch is mostly desert, with the 
exception of small bottoms with grass and willows.'"' 

On the morning of 7 December a large Ute hunting party led by 
Wakara (often referred to as Chief Walker) met the Pratt expedition. 
Later that same morning, Wakara's brother, Arapeen, joined them 
with his hunting party. Pratt, with Dimick Huntington acting as 
interpreter, presented the Utes with gifts and a letter of peace from 
Brigham Young. The encounter proved worthwhile for both groups: 
the Mormons left with valuable advice about the route ahead and a 
guide named Ammornah (or Ammon), another of Wakara's broth- 
ers; the Utes received flour, tea, coffee, sugar, bread, meat, and other 



items. In addition, they received medical advice and "priesthood 
blessings" for the many members of the nearby Ute camp who suf- 
fered from the measles. l2 

Kit Carson's old friend Barney Ward had to return to the terri- 
tory and, together with two Mormons from the new Sanpitch settle- 
ment, Charles Shumway and James Allred, rode into camp the 
afternoon of 8 December. They were on their own exploring venture 
and had discovered salt, iron ore, and "good stone coal" not far from 
the camp. Ward, who wintered around the Salina area that year with 
several other trappers, also shared his knowledge of the Sevier River 
and its valleys with the Pratt company. He showed Pratt and his men 
specimens of the stove coal and told them where to find the coal 
beds." 

Born in Virginia in about 1820, Barney Ward left home at the 
early age of fifteen to become a trapper and mountain man in the 
West. While living with the Snake Indians near Fort Bridger, a close 
friend, a Mr. Exervid, became gravely ill. Before he died he called 
Ward to his bedside and reportedly asked him to take care of his 
young Indian wife and daughter. Ward eventually married the 
woman, who gave birth to two more daughters. He continued to live 
among the Snake Indians until soon after the Mormon pioneers 
entered the Salt Lake Valley, at which time he moved his family there, 
then to Provo. He would serve as an Indian interpreter and guide for 
the Mormons on many occasions. 

The Pratt expedition had, for a time, been following what they 
called "Barney Ward's wagon road," indicating that Ward was more 
than a passer-by in those parts. In fact, he and his family would even- 
tually make their home in Salina, Sevier County." He gave Pratt and 
his men advice about the trail ahead, drawing on his knowledge 
gleaned during past forays into the future Piute County area. 

The weather turned foul. Blizzard conditions with twenty-below- 
zero temperatures hampered the expedition as the men followed the 
Sevier River south, making camp just past the mouth of Clear Creek 
on 11 December. They had reached the southern edge of the Ute 
Indian lands and those of the Sanpitch band. From this camp south 
they would be among the Paiutes. Ahead of them the canyon walls 
began to close in from the east and west, holding the roaring river in 
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a tight grip. The snow had obliterated any sign of the Old Spanish 
Trail. Finding a way around the barrier would not be easy, even with 
Ammornah to guide them. 

Ammornah, however, sick and suffering terribly from the cold, 
complained that the Mormons "did not make medicine enough for 
him." He said he would visit an old medicine woman at the camp of 
the Lake Utes above the creek and promised to catch up with them 
in two or three days "if he got better." They did not see him again.15 

That same evening Pratt returned from a scouting trip singing 
loudly: 

0 Boys we've found the trail, 
leading thro' a beautiful Vale; 
We've found out the trail 
boys where over we go; 
Tis' a rich grassy Vale 
mid the Mountains of snow; 
and the meadows beyond, 
it look pleasant and fair; 
and the evergreen forest, 
is flourishing there; 
0 come come away, 
to this sweet Southern Vale; 
Through the mountains of snow, 
Boys we've found the trail.16 

The next morning dawned clear, with a welcome warm south 
wind. Robert Campbell recorded the temperature as being forty 
degrees in the shade. Through seven inches of wet snow, they blazed 
a new road over a rocky spur and up the mountain east of the river to 
its crest. In his journal, Campbell commented on the steep ascent: 
"We doubled teams for 200 yards . . . through rocks and a forest of 
cedar and scrub pine.'' At the top of the pass they picked up the Old 
Spanish Trail and followed it down into the valley. Campbell declared 
the trail to be "a firstrate Mountain pass, nothing in comparison to 
what we anticipated crossing, it being so easy."17 A later version of 
Campbell's journal, published in the Deseret News, describes the 
scene further: 



We crossed the summit . . . and thence had a beautiful descent, still 
through the forest, to the foot of the mountain and entered Mary's 
Vale, beautiful rich valley, densely covered with luxuriant high 
grass, mixed with fine rushes, and interspersed with willows. There 
was scarcely a sage brush to be seen. The valley which is from a 
quarter to one and a half miles wide contains perhaps two hundred 
acres of excellent land and is connected with more a few miles fur- 
ther.18 

Upon entering the valley, the company put up a board marked 
"two hundred miles from Great Salt Lake City," but Campbell, want- 
ing to be more precise, noted that it was "actually two hundred four 
miles by the company's travel." They set up camp beneath bare 
branches of giant cottonwood trees in a sheltered vale. That night the 
trail-weary men danced and sang around the camp fire. Pratt named 
the place "Merry Vale," remarking that "he had not felt so much at 
home since he left Juab Valley. He had no doubt that this cozy little 
nook in the mountains soon would be settled.19 

The following morning, the expedition crossed to the east side of 
the Sevier River. After traveling six grueling miles with another 
treacherous crossing of the river, they stopped at a spot just north of 
today's Piute Reservoir. In his journal, John Armstrong recorded the 
toll the travel had begun to take on both man and beast: 

Had hard work breaking the ice to cross the river. One ox fell 
down in the river and the wagon went over it and broke one horn 
and cut it but it sustained no other damage. I went out with 
Brother Pratt to explore the mountains, rode hard all day and 
when we got back to camp I was so tired I can't stand nor sit down. 
I could not lift my leg up to step in the wagon. I walked as well as I 
could and blew the trumpet for prayer-slipped off to bed, rubbed 
my limbs trembling all the time with cold, my teeth chattering in 
my head. Truly I thought of home and a good comfortable bed. 

On 14 December the Pratt expedition camped at the junction of 
the East Fork and South Fork of the Sevier River. Snow began falling 
that night and continued the next day. They crossed out of the Piute 
County area on 15 December, camping in the south end of Circle 
Valley along the Sevier River. Robert Campbell described the terrain 
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before them in his journal: "The Valley terminated in an impassable 
canyon, an abrupt chain of mountains sweeping before and on each 
hand, and the river rushing like a torrent between perpendicular 
rocks."" The undergrowth of willows became so thick at the mouth 
of the canyon that they were forced to seek another route. 

The wagons remained at that site for two days while several 
members of the group searched for a trail to the south and west that 
would take them out of the valley. Both Barney Ward and Wakara 
had told them a week earlier that there were no passes over the 
mountains to the east of the Sevier River, and that, even if there were, 
the dry and inhospitable country on the other side would not grow 
corn. 

After two days, a scouting party returned to camp after discover- 
ing a route to the west. They believed it to be "very difficult, but not 
impassable, winding over a succession of canyons with steep ascents 
and descents, nearly perpendicular in places, with rocks and cobble- 
stones all the way." At the conclusion of the report the rest of men 
shouted, "We can go it!"21 They had located the pass leading into 
Parowan Valley and the southern wagon route to California. Had they 
done their exploring in the warmer months they would, no doubt, 
have found the Old Spanish Trail through future Sevier, Piute, 
Garfield, and Beaver Counties, ensuring a much faster and more 
comfortable journey. 

On 20 December the expedition passed into Iron County near 
where Utah Highway 20 today links the east and west corridors of the 
state. They traveled the modern Interstate 15 route as far south as St. 
George. From there they looped northwest through Snow Canyon 
and north along the edge of the Escalante Desert before turning east 
to Cedar City to meet the southern route again. The explorers started 
home facing deep snow and temperatures as low as thirty degrees 
below zero. 

The Parley P. Pratt Southern Expedition traveled some 700 miles 
in a little over two months, with the first members of the company 
arriving back in the Salt Lake Valley early in February 1850. Some of 
the men experienced permanent injury from kostbite, but none died 
on the expedition. Although one might question the wisdom of such 
an undertaking in the worst possible time of year, the information 



Pratt and his men took back with them proved invaluable. Within fif- 
teen years, thirty-seven towns had been located on sites Pratt had rec- 
ommended in central and southern Utah. Undoubtedly, some of 
these sites would have been settled regardless of Pratt's report; how- 
ever,the achievements of the Southern Expedition, combined with 
later exploring endeavors, opened Piute County to eventual settle- 
ment in 1864. 

The Brigham Young Expedition of 1851 
and Later Exploration 

On 22 April 185 1 Brigham Young started south with a large com- 
pany of twenty wagons and about forty men to see for himself the 
valleys of the Sevier River south of Manti. The group would follow 
much of the same route the Pratt expedition had taken a little over a 
year before. Young's company arrived at the Sanpitch settlement on 
29 April, where they stayed for two days. By the first day of May, they 
were on the road south again. Wilford Woodruff recorded in his jour- 
nal for 5 May: "We crossed the Mountain into Mary vale which was a 
plesant place but most of the severe River & valley is rightly named 
for it is a Barren world. This stream abounds with Beaver & it is said 
a plenty of trout." He continued: 

6th We traveled over A High Bluff & Had a Rough Road all 
day. We camped at night on a creek [probably City Creek near the 
present town of Junction]. 

7th We Crossed the severe twice today. Camped on the side of 
the Severe Mountain [on the south end of Circle Valley]. had a 
Rough Road. 

8th A plesant Morning. The Mountain scenery that surrounds 
us is truly Beautiful and Romantic. The air Breeze clear & serene 
& Healthy. We traveled over A vary rough Road the fore part of 
the day But a Better [one] in the evening. We camped as usual on 
the Mountains with the towering Rocks around 

The following day, in a driving hail and snow storm, Brigham 
Young and his companions descended the rough road made by the 
Parley P. Pratt expedition into Little Salt Lake Valley. They made 
camp at Red Creek (soon to be Paragonah) the night of 9 May. The 
next morning, George A. Smith and several other men rode out to 
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greet their leader and escort him the final four miles into Cedar City. 
Unseasonable weather had dropped ten inches of snow on the valley. 
They started north on 16 May, visited other communities on their 
return, and were back in the Salt Lake Valley on 24 May.23 

Records of later exploration of Piute County are sketchy at best. 
John Steele, one of the new citizens of Parowan, mentioned venturing 
in the region later in the fall of 185 1: "I had been on several exploring 
trips before that on the Sevier River in a north-east direction in com- 
pany with John L. Smith, Tarlton Lewis, Bishop of Parowan. In . . . 
October, 1851, we were gone about 12 days and discovered the place 
called Parley's camp, Smoke Hollow, and by President [Heber C.] 
Kimball, Hell and the Devil."24 

A year later, Steel returned again to future Piute County with 
John D. Lee, John C.L. Smith, John Dart, Solomon Chamberlain, 
Priddy Meeks, and F.F. Whitney on another exploring venture but did 
not report details of that trip either. The men left only enough infor- 
mation to indicate that they followed the Sevier River south though 
future Piute County and Garfield Counties, then went over the divide 
into Long Valley.25 

Early Mineral Exploration 
From the beginning of the Mormon colonization of the Utah 

Territory, rumors of buried Spanish treasure and Spanish mines with 
rich veins of gold and silver abounded, as did seekers after the hid- 
den wealth. The first excursion of this kind by Mormons in Piute 
County occurred in June 1852. A month earlier, on Brigham Young's 
visit to the southern settlements, an Indian told him of what he 
believed was a Spanish silver mine in western Millard County. Upon 
returning to Salt Lake City, Young called together several men and 
commissioned them take a forty-day expedition into central Utah to 
locate and "take possession" of this and other possible mines. He 
appointed John Brown as captain of the company. As the expedition's 
topographical engineer and mineralogist Governor Young enlisted 
Albert Carrington, who had just explored the west Millard area for 
him in May. James Barlow served as captain of the guard, John Kay 
as chaplain, and the non-Mormon mountain man Elijah Barney 
Ward as guide and inter~reter.'~ 



The company of sixteen men departed Salt Lake City on 7 June 
1852. In Provo they added two more men with horses and a boat to 
help ferry men and wagons across the Provo and Sevier Rivers, still 
swollen with a heavy spring runoff. The group now numbered eigh- 
teen, with seven wagons and thirty-nine animals. 

When their exploration for mines in future west Millard and 
Beaver Counties proved fruitless, Barney Ward mentioned that he 
had found a small amount of gold worth $3.25 along the upper 
Sevier River just a month after the Parley P. Pratt expedition had 
made its way up the river. Brown and company, apparently without 
Ward, decided to check that location. Since they would be traveling 
over roadless wilderness, they left the wagons and eight men at their 
Meadow Creek camp. They rode up Corn Creek and turned south 
from Middle Mountain to what would soon be Piute County. They 
panned for gold on Pine Creek but concluded "there was no gold and 
never had been any."27 

Carrington and four others left the group on the south side of 
Marysvale Canyon to explore some coal fields farther north on the 
Sevier River, returning to Salt Lake City through Sanpete County. 
John Brown and the remaining six men turned west at Clear Creek, 
hoping for an easy passage back to the Meadow Creek camp. Instead, 
they ran into the Clear Creek narrows and had to detour onto the 
mountain to the south of the creek. After a harrowing night on the 
steep, rocky terrain, they finally descended into Pahvant Valley south 
of Corn Creek. Finding everyone well at camp, they started home. 

Although this exploration for gold and silver proved futile, the 
area just south into Beaver County and the mountains around 
Marysvale in Piute County would later be noted for mines with ore 
rich in precious metals. 

John C. Frkrnont's Fifth Expedition 
In the winter of 1853-54, Captain John C. Fremont made his 

fifth and last expedition into the western wilderness. Determined to 
locate a central route across the continent for the Union Pacific 
Railroad, Fremont mostly followed Spanish trade routes; but he and 
his men did cross the Green River near the mouth of the San Rafael 
River some fifteen miles south of the old established crossing. Caught 



off guard by harsh weather and unmanageable terrain, the expedition 
members finally resorted to eating their horses for food. "Pack sad- 
dles, bales of cloth, travelling bags, scientific instruments, gun pow- 
der, and lead" were all left along the trail-all but the clothing the 
men needed to protect themselves from the deep snows and biting 
winds. They made their way south along the base of the San Rafael 
Swell, looking for passage over what seemed to be the impenetrable 
rock cliffs. Finally, the course of an "Unknown Rivern-which would 
later carry Frkmont's name-provided that passage. 

The expedition traveled through the red rocks of Capitol Reef 
and up onto the Awapa Plateau south of Fish Lake in Sevier County. 
Frkmont then led his men down Otter Creek off the south end of the 
plateau and through Grass Valley to where the East and South forks 
of the Sevier River flow together. There, half-starved and nearly 
frozen, they killed fresh game and, for the first time in fifty days, ate 
something besides horse meat. 

Solomon Nunes Carvalho, an artist, photographer, and adven- 
turer traveling with Frkmont, described the group's crossing of the 
Sevier River: 

I was almost certain I was within the precincts of civilization. I saw 
numberless large trees cut down near the roots, appearing to have 
been hewn with an axe; some of them laid directly across the river; 
in one place there were three trees lying parallel with each other, 
evidently intended, I supposed, as a bridge across it; at this spot, 
the stream was not more than thirty feet wide; no other indication 
of civilization being around us, I supposed we occupied an old 
camping ground of Indians. I was doomed to disappointment 
again; the beavers had constructed the dams, and cut down the 
trees, and not until I had closely inspected the work, could I believe 
that the were not the work of men. 

"None of us had shoes," one of the party recalled, "some of the 
men had raw hide strapped round their feet, while others were half 
covered with worn out stockings and moccasins." Fighting deep 
snow, the party passed through Circle Valley and then wandered for 
three days through the same northwest corner of future Garfield 
County that the Parley P. Pratt expedition members had found so dif- 



ficult. With snow "up to the Bellies of the animals" and "temperatures 
below zero," the men struggled to break trail. 

On 7 February 1854 they found a pass (now named Fremont 
Pass) into Buckskin Valley and down to Parowan. One man had died, 
several more had to be carried in. They had eaten nothing for two 
days. Frkmont wrote: "At Parowan the Mormons treated us very 
kindly; every family took in some of the men, putting them into 
clean, comfortable beds, and kind-faced women gave them reviving 
food and pitying words.'' When he penned a letter to his wife, he said, 
"The Mormons saved me and mine from death by ~tarvation."'~ 

Frkmont's expedition reports became renowned in western his- 
tory. His maps, plant and geological specimens, information on tim- 
ber, water, forage, and the native peoples greatly influenced the 
settlement of Utah and the West. 

In the next ten years, trade along the Old Spanish Trail dimin- 
ished and the few other visitors to future Piute County were occa- 
sional trappers, prospectors, and adventuresome Mormons. George 
Albert Smith and Silvester Hewitt passed through the area in the 
summer of 1856 and camped at the future site of Marysvale. They 
tried gold panning-with minimal success-where Pine Creek (later 
named Bullion Creek) joins the Sevier River. The few flecks of placer 
gold they dredged &om the stream later would be touted as the earli- 
est found in Utah after the arrival of the Mormons, but Barney 
Ward's discovery preceded this by more than a decadesz9 

Mormon Encroachment on Native Lands 
The decade of the 1860s would bring the first white settlers to the 

upper Sevier region. At that time, several bands of Indians occupied 
these same lands. One small group lived north of Panguitch in the 
Widtsoe area. The area Paiutes referred to them as Yuhnguh' 
Kawduhts'eng, or "Porcupine Sitting People," because of a nearby 
mountain of related name. The Awvo'utseng, or "Semicircular Cliffs 
People," occupied the Bryce Canyon-Cannonville-Tropic area. Paiutes 
lived in the Circle Valley region, along the Sevier River Valley region, 
and in the, adjacent mountains, extending into future Garfield 
County to the area around Spry. This band was known as 
Togoo'vahtseng, which some sources say means "Sand Indians"; others 
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The Greenwich Indians in 1905. (Courtesy Maxine Talbot) 

believe the word meant "swampy." The latter interpretation fits with 
the wetlands along the Sevier River. 

Over the mountain immediately to the east of their hunting 
grounds, the Paw goosawd Uhmpuhtseng, or "Water Clover People," 
occupied the length of Grass Valley extending south of today's 
Antimony. In the still unexplored eastern reaches of what became 
Garfield County lived the Tuh'duvaw Duhts'eng, or "Barren Valley 
People," in the Escalante Area and the Untaw'duheutseng (no transla- 
tion available) people of the Henry Mountains. Chief Ow-wan-nop's 
band, known as Pawdoo' Goonuntseng, or "Water Up People," ranged 
from Panguitch west to the Parowan Valley. The Mormons called 
them "Parowan Indians" and named both Parowan and Paragonah 
after them.30 These bands often had strong ties to each other, as they 
intermarried, traded back and forth, and often visited each other's 
camps. They would play an important part in the history and destiny 
of the Sevier River region. 
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A t  the time that Mormon church officials were planning to 
send settlers to the Piute County area, the land up and down the 
Sevier River was occupied by small groups of Paiute Indians, for 
whom the county would be named. Although they relied mainly on 
seeds, roots, and small animals for their sustenance, even before set- 
tlement they had built crude irrigation ditches from small streams to 
water wheat, corn, melons, amaranth, and indigo. They wore simple 
clothing: the men a breechcloth and the women a skirt often made 
of grasses and reeds. Children wore no clothes. The women also wore 
basketry hats which protected their hair from pitch when they gath- 
ered pine nuts. They wove burden baskets, seed beaters, winnowing 
and parching trays, flat trays, water jugs (ollas), and bowls. The lat- 
ter two were sealed by placing pine pitch inside and then shaking hot 
rocks in them to melt and distribute the pitch. The men used bows 
and arrows, flint knives, and rodent hooks to dig small animals from 
their holes. They were a docile, peaceful people. 

By 1863 it had become obvious to the Mormons that the sparse 
water supply could not sustain more families and farms in the 



Sanpete area. Orson Hyde, the LDS church leader assigned to over- 
see those settlements, began encouraging and even calling, or assign- 
ing, people to move on up the Sevier River. According to one settler, 
Oluf Christian Larsen, 

This idea caused a great deal of preaching, Sundays, and discussion 
other days, some being in favor and others against the idea. A 
number of men were called from each town to sell their homes to 
those fortunate enough to be privileged to stay. This call was 
looked upon by some as for spite and by others as a necessity. 
Those who were not on the best terms with the Bishop felt they 
were called for spite. The Call however, was obeyed with very few 
exceptions.' 

Oluf Larsen had immigrated to Utah from Denmark, arriving in 
Utah on 29 September 1862. He and his young wife, Emelia Christine 
Olsen, first settled in Springtown (now Spring City) among Danish 
friends, then moved to Ephriam a year later. Having no team or 
wagon with which to farm, he offered his services as a carpenter. On 
10 October 1863, Emelia gave birth to a twelve-pound boy; she died 
two days later. On 20 October the baby also died in Oluf's arms. 

Soon afterwards Orson Hyde called on the griefstricken Larsen. 
He told Larsen that he had both duty and privilege to take another 
wife-the sooner the better. "You may go on this way feeling sorry, 
but as soon as you take upon yourself other obligations your mind 
will be more at ease and be for your blessing. This is the will of the 
Lord for you and you must obey." Larsen admitted in his journal that 
the "lecture did not agree with my feelings very well. . . . My thoughts 
were more to die than to live."2 

The reluctant widower was not drawn to the "frolic and gaiety" 
of most of the young women; however, one did catch his eye, Anna 
Maria Pedersen. "She looked rather puny, if not sickly. . . but the 
humble appearance and quiet demeanor of the young lady suited me 
better at that time,'' he confided in his journal. Without ever speak- 
ing to Anna Maria, Larsen went to her home and asked her parents 
if they objected to his asking their daughter to marry him. They were 
willing, and Larsen then went directly to Anna Maria and proposed. 
She accepted, and they married on 23 December 1863. 



"I became more determined to get a farm," Larsen wrote in his 
journal, "but could see no chance of getting on in these localities, so 
concluded that if others could out and build new homes, I could also 
go-but as a volunteer." He had "breadstuff enough for a year and 
some wheat to plant" and would rely on his skills as a carpenter to 
trade for milk, bacon, and other necessities. He began to gather the 
tools he would need to help build a new home and community south 
of Sanpete. 

The Settlement of Circleville 
That same month, William James Allred, James Tilman Sanford 

Allred, James Willard Munson, and four other men from Ephriam 
explored the upper reaches of the Sevier River for possible settlement 
sites. When they finally reached Circle Valley, they deemed it too inac- 
cessible, too isolated, and too small to support much of a commu- 
nity. Ironically, William Allred headed the company that later would 
settle Circleville, as would most of the men in the exploration party 
with him. 

Mormon pioneers hoped for an early spring in 1864. Just how 
many were in the group that left on 4 February to make the move 
south to an unknown destination is not clear, but they included Alma 
Allred; William James Allred, their assigned leader; two brothers from 
Sweden-Jens and Niels Anderson; John Beal, Jr.; William Beal; Peter 
Christensen; Oluf Christian Larsen; James Munson; Harvey Ovitt; 
Iver Peterson; Soren Peterson Down; and Edward Tolton. Most of the 
men decided they would go first to find an appropriate site, survey a 
town and farms, put in crops, and build adequate shelters before 
going back for their families. But some did take their wives and fam- 
ilies with them in February. Eliza Maria Munson and Anna Munson 
are listed as being part of this first group. Eliza Maria Allred had mar- 
ried Danish convert, Jens Willard Mongensen (who anglicized his 
name to James Willard Monson) in November 1863. If she did 
accompany James to Circleville, she returned to Ephriam to be with 
family for the birth of her first child, James Willard Munson, Jr., on 
16 August 1864. What relationship Anna Munson had to James and 
Eliza Munson is not clear. A Mrs. Erideson (or Erickson) was sup- 
posedly in the group as well. It also is likely that at least one-and 
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(age six), Andrew Charles (age four), and James Peter (age two). 
However, it is more likely that Anderson took his new bride of six 
months, Anne Christine Jensen from Denmark, rather than Inge and 
the ~hildren.~ Oluf Larsen's wife, Anna Maria, would not arrive until 
late that first summer. 

With little more than a rough trail to follow, the group deemed 
it unwise to overload their wagons, so they carried only necessities. 
"Plows, harrows, spades, shovels, picks and axes were the most nec- 
essary tools. Next came seed, wheat, oats, potatoes, together with . . . 
provisions and bedding," according to Larsen's ac~ount .~  

Several other families had left Sanpete in December, staking 
claims on Salina Creek and farther south near springs on the west 
side of the Sevier River. The latter community would become 
Richfield. Traveling on the east side of the river, William Allred and 
his company considered one likely spot but determined that they 
would not be able to divert water from the river in time to put crops 
in that year. Farther on they passed a place named South Bend (later 
Alma, and subsequently Monroe) where four or five other families 
had stopped. The Allred group deemed the creek too small to supply 
an adequate settlement. They double-hitched their wagons at the 
south end of the Sevier Valley to pull them over the steep mountain. 
Oluf Larsen recorded the entry into what would become Piute 
County: 

When on the divide we had a rough, steep canyon to pass down 
before reaching the bottom of the valley. Here we found a lovely 
little valley with beautiful green meadows where the Indians were 
sporting and tumbling in all their glory. They were friendly at that 
time, which was lucky for us, for we were not prepared to fight the 
Indians. . . . We had but a few arms in the company. This place was 
called Marys Vale.' 

Several in the company spoke the Paiute language. After the 
Indians told them that farther south they would find a more suitable 
place to settle, the company pushed on up the river. They made sev- 
eral difficult crossings of the Sevier, cutting a trail through heavy 
brush and willows and shoveling fill-dirt in gullies so they could get 
their wagons through. Larsen wrote of the journey: 



After a hard drive and a hard struggle we finally reached a large 
valley in a circular shape surrounded by high mountains, with the 
river flowing down through the center. This valley we called Circle 
Valley. Here we camped by the river and went on an exploration 
trip in different directions. We found the hills abounded in cedar 
wood and fence posts easily reached with a good supply of timber 
growing in the mountains for building and fencing. We also found 
a place where we could very easily tap the Sevier River with a rea- 
sonable amount of work.6 

The company members congratulated themselves on finding a 
better place than the others they had passed along the route, they 
then immediately went to work to build a dam across the river before 
the spring runoff would swell its flow. In just four days Edwin Fox 
arrived and began immediately to survey the town and farmland in 
ten-acre plots. The men drew lots for the land. They divided their 
time: three days each week to community projects, and three days to 
clearing, plowing, and planting their own land and building their 
houses. It appears that people settled on both sides of the river, but 
most of the fields were on the east side until the following year. 

Having made friends with the Paiute band that camped and 
hunted in the area, the Mormons lent the Indian men guns, and fur- 
nished them with ammunition for hunting. The Paiutes later 
returned from the nearby mountains with quantities of venison, 
which they divided equally with the settlers, keeping them in fresh 
meat and "mutually benefitting both parties."' 

Early in 1864 President Brigham Young asked for more families 
to go to Circle Valley. Apostle Orson Hyde selected fifty families, who 
left in March. They camped at the City Creek campsite for two days, 
the site of today's Junction, with the thought of perhaps building 
there. Some of the company became discouraged and turned back, 
however, determined to find a home in a less remote location, while 
the others decided to continue on to Circle Valley, arriving there on 
28 March.' 

James Munson cut and hauled logs from the mountain up 
Cottonwood Creek and, with the help of T.S. Allred, completed the 
first log structure in the town-a meetinghouse. Presiding Elder 



William Allred, with his counselors Isaac N. Behunin and Christen 
Jensen, conducted the first church meetings there. 

Despite these successes, there were problems. "No matter where 
we go in the world," wrote Oluf Larsen, "all is not smiles and sunshine 
and so it was in Circleville." The wind blew almost constantly across 
the open prairie, making life uncomfortable "especially at night sit- 
ting around the campfire making our bread, frying our meat and 
cooking our coffee or tea, dust and sand in everything," Larsen 
lamented. 

When they turned water into their new canal and ditches the 
settlers faced another problem: "The ground was very light and porus 
with gopher and prairie dog holes. The little animals seemed to con- 
test their priority right to the country." Much of the water disap- 
peared underground in one field, only to surface through holes in 
another, subsequently carving deep gullies and washing seedlings 
away. The spring showers that provided moisture to the grain soon 
stopped and many young plants withered from sun, wind, and late 
frost. Those few men who had not willingly come to Circle Valley 
turned into grumblers. 

Orson Hyde traveled south in May to visit the new communities 
along the Sevier River and select leaders for the towns. In most places 
he stopped long enough to hold a meeting, impart a sermon, and 
appoint a president. With some levity, Hyde wrote to fellow Mormon 
apostle George A. Smith and reported his entry into Piute County: 

Meeting [at Alma] continued till near 11 o'clock, then supper, next 
hitched up the horses and started for Mary's Vale by moon light. 
. . . We traveled over a very good road 'till we began to approach a 
mountain, then it was rocks, cedars, pitch pines and up, up, up! 
and near the top was the lightest place of all-probably like trav- 
eling to heaven; then down over the rocks among the cedars. Our 
road led us straight as a ram's horn, yet at day break we arrived at 
Mary's Vale where I felt like kissing her beautiful face by taking an 
hours sleep.9 

This small valley, ten miles long and from two to three miles 
across, had not been settled when Orson Hyde and his small group 
of men stopped in the vale along Pine Creek to camp on 21 May. 



With no more trading caravans traversing the Old Spanish Trail with 
large herds of horses, the grass grew tall and thick. As Hyde contem- 
plated the abundant feed that carpeted the valley floor, he envisioned 
it as "a herd ground to accommodate the dry stock of other settle- 
ments where grass is not so plentiful, until the other settlements, 
capable of being enlarged are filled up; then if wisdom and the pow- 
ers that be shall think best, it may be settled."1° The Circleville settlers 
would take advantage of the lush grass later that summer, cutting and 
hauling it to their town to use as winter feed for their livestock. Less 
than six months after Hyde's visit, however, smoke would curl from 
the chimneys of the first two cabins in this merry little vale. 

The next morning, on Sunday, 22 May, Hyde's group hit the road 
at first light. His letter to George A. Smith describes his journey to 
Circle Valley: 

Started up Mary's Vale towards the forks of the sevier. Arrived at 
the forks at noon-distance twenty miles, so called. Quite a large 
tract of grass land there, but I saw none adapted to agriculture. Still 
there may be on the opposite [west] side which I saw only at a dis- 
tance. Mostly a hay and herding region. After a two hours sleep, 
giving the animals time to refresh themselves, hitched up and 
drove to circle valley, distance eight miles mostly up hill over cob- 
ble rocks mixed with small flat ones. 

Hyde arrived in Circleville around 4:00 P.M. He toured the area 
to determine the condition of things temporal and spiritual. That 
evening he "held a long and interesting meeting. . . . We gave them 
the best instructions that circumstances would prompt and the spirit 
of the Lord inspire. Confirmed WM Allred their President and bles'd 
them all as long and strong as we could.'' 

Orson Hyde observed that there was "no lack of range," with 
"plenty of the finest kind of bunchgrass"; but he noted that all the 
land from Mary's Vale to Circle Valley and farther south was "owned 
and occupied by the Piede [Paiute] Indians. They are more docile and 
harmless than the Utahsl' On Monday morning, "the chief and some 
of his principle men" visited the budding community to ask what 
they were going to give them for their land. Hyde told the Paiute 
leader: 



I do not know that we want your land at all, for I had heard that 
the frost and wind had killed the wheat, and I came up to see about 
it. If we can not grow wheat, corn, oats, and potatoes then we 
should not remain on the land, and consequently should not want 
to buy it. We will, therefore, wait ti1 the leaves fall, then we can tell 
whether your land is good to produce or not. If we then want it, 
we will talk. . . about some considerations. In the mean time it is 
much better for you and your people to have the Mormons here 
tho you get nothing for your land, than to have them away; for 
your people now got many a biscuit that they would not have if the 
Mormons were not here." 

According to Hyde, the chief agreed to all that he told them, and said, 
"Your talk is good, and right." 

Orson Hyde started back soon after his visit with the Paiutes, 
arriving at Alma (Monroe) around 4:00 P.M. that same afternoon. In 
the report of his trip, he told George A. Smith, "Your own experience 
will suggest to you how much private talk we must have had beside 
our public preaching. Suffice it to say,-when I came home my 
tongue was tired, my mind was tired, my body was tired; but after 24 
hours of intermittent sleep, I was all right again."" 

Two weeks after Orson Hyde's visit to Circle Valley, Anne 
Christine Jensen Anderson gave birth to her first child on 8 June 
1864, and she and her husband, Niels, named their son John Albert 
Anderson. On 24 October 1864 Niels Anderson and the second of his 
three wives, Ingeberg Paulsen Anderson, welcomed newborn twins 
George Edward and Sidney Erastus." George lived only five months, 
however, and was probably the first death to be mourned by the 
Mormons in Circle Valley. About 3:00 a.m on 16 February 1865 
Maria Larsen gave birth to a son, named Oluf for his father.13 

By fall 1864 most of the other men who had come to the valley 
had also gathered their families and livestock from Sanpete, and some 
forty families made up the settlement. "Women and children brought 
new life into our camp and all helped with the harvest," wrote one 
man.'* The majority of the first dwellings were dugouts, but a log 
meetinghouse as well as several log houses had been completed, with 
others under construction. Three hundred acres of land were under 
cultivation. The few malcontents (which sources kindly did not 



name) prepared to return to their old homes, where they spread their 
tales of hardship and encouraged others not to move. Oluf Larsen 
recalled the situation: 

As we needed more help, others were called from Sanpete County 
to join us, and the edict was made that whoever lefi and went back 
would be cut o f f r o m  the church. This gave room for a great deal of 
fault-finding with authorities by the grumblers. The other class 
who calculated to stay and build homes were satisfied under all cir- 
cumstances, worked like beavers and the place soon had the 
appearance of civili~ation.~~ 

Despite earlier fears, the settlers had good crops. Together, 
William Allred and James Munson harvested 300 bushels of wheat, 
or about fifteen bushels per acre-which seems to be indicative of the 
average yield. 

The Creation of Piute County 
An act of the territorial legislature formed Piute County in 

January 1865, with Circleville as the county seat. This sliver of a 
county extended only twenty-three miles north to south, but 
stretched nearly two hundred miles from east to west. Sevier County 
lay to the north and Iron County (which extended across the width 
of the territory, from present-day Colorado to Nevada) to the south. 
The north and south boundaries were similar to those of today (the 
small shifts of those lines will be discussed later). To the west, Beaver 
County shared a boundary with Piute, following the ridge of the 
Tushar Range. The eastern part of Piute County spread some 150 
miles beyond Grass Valley across the Green and Colorado Rivers to 
the Colorado border? 

In February 1865 Edward Tolton reported the progress of the 
town of Circleville to the Deseret News in Salt Lake City. In only a 
year, the settlers had built four miles of canals and ten miles of roads 
into nearby canyons. One road provided access to good timber and 
fence poles; the other opened an extremely rough wagon route to 
Beaver and Parowan. "The spirit of industry and perseverance in the 
people is manifest," wrote Tolton. "Their actions are kind and benev- 
olent towards one another, and their determinations . . . demonstrate 



that they will attend to their own business, honor their mission and 
make this place a desirable location for the Saints."" 

On 12 June 1865, Tolton wrote again to the Deseret News, report- 
ing that some one hundred families lived in Circleville and that "to 
date, greatly to their credit, there had not occurred a single case of lit- 
igation"-a fact in which he could justly take pride, as he had been 
elected the local judge.18 All the families were from Sanpete County 
and most of them were of Danish origin. They had some 1,500 acres 
of land under cultivation. 

The greatest inconveniences for the community were frequent frost, 
the lack of any regular mail service, and no local gristmills. The latter 
required them to travel to Beaver, a distance of twenty-two miles, or to 
Manti or Ephriam-more than a hundred miles away-to grind their 
wheat. Edward Tolton wrote that settlers exhibited the "spirit of being 
up with the times there," demonstrated by an increase in subscriptions 
to the Deseret News. "The list," he said, "would unquestionably be still 
larger if they could get their papers oftener than semi-oc~asionally.'"~ 

With everyone being occupied with building and improving 
their town that winter, there were fewer trips taken to the mills in 
Sanpete County and flour became scarce, even though the settlers 
had plenty of wheat. One family owned a small coffee mill, which the 
women passed among themselves from day to day, enabling them to 
grind enough wheat for a coarse meal and do a little baking. 
Otherwise they boiled the wheat. A remedy for this situation did not 
come until the next spring when P.C. Colby and Iver Peterson 
decided that the wind in the valley could certainly be used for some- 
thing and proposed building a windmill for grinding the wheat. As 
everyone had a stake in its success, all the locals lent a hand in finding 
and preparing the millstones, cutting the timber, and erecting the 
frame. Oluf Larsen said he was "reasonably certain this was the first 
windmill-gristmill built in Utah.'"' How long or how well it operated 
is not clear, but in later years the grain in Piute County would be 
ground more conventionally in water-powered mills. 

Marysvale Settlement 
Meanwhile, a second settlement had been taking root in Piute 

County. Many stories relate to the origin of the name of the town 



A pioneer cabin in Kingston. (Utah State Historical Society) 

Marysvale, which would eventually occupy the pleasant vale that 
many travelers had used as a campsite. Some say Spanish explorers 
named it after the Virgin Mary, others believe that Catholic French 
or Spanish miners gave it such a name. However, miners-French, 
Catholic, or otherwise-would not come to seek their fortunes until 
at least 1868, nine years after the Parley P. Pratt expedition. Some 
people claim that Brigham Young named it Mary's Vale in honor of 
one of his wives when he and his entourage camped there on his 
1851 journey through the area; but that also was nearly two years 
after the Pratt expedition. His wife, Mary Ann Angel, was with him 
at the time; but, since he never named anything else after any mem- 
ber of his family, it is unlikely that he named this place after a wife. 
Neither is it likely that she lost a veil there-which is another story 
associated with the town's name. 

It seems clear that the name originated with Parley P. Pratt's exu- 
berant spontaneity when he named it Merry Vale. How the name 
"Merry Vale," which appears in both Parley P. Pratt's account and 



Robert Lang Campbell's handwritten journal of the expedition, 
became "Mary's Vale" when it appeared in print in the Deseret News is 
a mystery. But there is little doubt that that is how the town got its 
name. And most accounts thereafter called it Mary's Vale, Mary Vale, 
or Marysvale." 

On Monday, 24 October 1864, forty-six-year-old James Stevens, 
Andrew Jackson Allred and his wife Elizabeth Warren with four chil- 
dren, and George Downard and his wife, Sarah Ann, with six children 
pulled into the merry vale-not to camp and move on, but to stay 
and farm." An early winter storm accompanied them into the valley, 
and building a snug shelter against the cold became the first order of 
business. By Saturday night they had completed the first house in 
Marysvale-constructed with sturdy logs. The group soon built a 
second dwelling and settled in for the duration of the winter. 

Four more families soon followed from Sanpete County, includ- 
ing Francis (Frank) Eaton and Marcia Frances Bessey (De Besse) 
King. Unlike other pioneers of this area, the Kings did not come to 
Utah as Mormons. Their unusual story bears noting, particularly 
since three generations of the King family would make their homes 
in Marysvale. 

Francis Eaton King was born in South Paris, Oxford County, 
Maine, on 22 December 1833. Marcia Frances Bessey was born five 
years later in the nearby town of Bethel on 1 August 1838. They mar- 
ried on 27 September 1855 in Reading, Massachusetts, when he was 
twenty-two and she was seventeen. Two years and one baby later (a 
daughter, Louisa, was born 22 June 1856), the young family was on 
the trail to California, apparently traveling alone much of the way. 
Marcia had a twenty-two-year-old brother, George Anthony Bessey, 
who had left for California somewhat earlier. They hoped to meet 
him in the Salt Lake Valley and continue on to the coast together. 
Meanwhile, the brother had met a pretty young Mormon woman 
named Susan Matilda Lane, married her, and joined the LDS 

In late July 1857 near South Pass, Wyoming, the Kings caught up 
with a wagon train from Arkansas headed by Alexander Fancher. 
Believing they would be safer from Indians with a larger group, they 
decided to travel with them. The Kings traveled with the Arkansas 



company to Salt Lake City, covering a distance of about 250 miles in 
two weeks." They found the company congenial and "not boisterous 
or in anyway uncivil. You would hardly hear an oath from anyone," 
Frank King later remembered.25 

When they entered Emigration Canyon, Marcia had mountain 
fever. The Fancher party had decided to camp at the top of the 
canyon, so King took his family into the Salt Lake Valley, where 
Marcia could get rest and care at her brother's home. As soon as her 
health permitted them to travel again, they planned to catch up with 
the Fancher party in southern Utah before they started across the 

By the time that Marcia was well enough to travel, however, 
members of the Fancher train had met their demise at the hands of 
Mormons and Indians in the massacre at Mountain Meadows. Frank 
joined the Mormon church on 5 November 1857, believing his bap- 
tism would remove any taint of their association with the ill-fated 
Fancher party and secure them all safe passage on to southern 
Calif~rnia.~~ 

The Kings remained in the valley three months, starting south on 
4 December. When they arrived in Beaver, the new bishop, Philo T. 
Farnsworth, advised Frank to stay there for the winter "as the Indians, 
after the massacre, were more than usually hostile." Apparently 
Farnsworth understood that the Indians were not the only ones hos- 
tile, for, "notwithstanding the friendliness of the Bishop" or Frank's 
newly acquired church membership, he "was twice ordered to move 
on'' by some of the more fanatical Mormons in the community who 
apparently knew of the family's earlier association with the Fancher 
wagon train.28 

The Kings started for California again on 15 May 1858, reaching 
Cedar City on 17 May. "I had not unhitched my team," Frank remem- 
bered, "when John M. Higbee, and Elias Morris, second counselor to 
Isaac C. Haight, ordered me to leave before the sun rose the next 
morning." Frank "regarded the order as ominous, and returned to 
central Utah."29 He had additional concerns, for Marcia was expect- 
ing their second child. The previous January, Marcia's brother, Wayne 
Bessey, and his wife, Susan, had settled in Manti in Sanpete County. 
The Kings decided to join them there, rather than risk going on to 



California alone. Marcia was baptized into the Mormon church that 
summer; their two-year-old daughter Louisa died in September. On 9 

November 1858 Marcia gave birth to a son whom they named Frank 
Anthony." 

The 1860 census indicates that Frank and Marcia King had 
moved seven miles north to Ephriam. Frank King was listed as a 
shoemaker with one child, but Marcia was pregnant again. The shoe- 
maker's children came often: by 1886 Marcia had given birth thirteen 
times; four of their children died in childhood. When the family 
arrived in Marysvale in 1864, the couple had two children: Frank (age 
five) and Aurilla (age two). Another son, William C., was born that 
November. Other families moved to Marysvale in the spring of 1865, 
among them were those of William Lamb and Samuel Allen. 

Soon the townsite was laid out and twenty-four lots had been 
surveyed on the north side of Pine Creek about one-half mile from 
its junction with the Sevier River. A reported seven families had 
settled in Marysvale by mid-September, although the women and 
children had been taken temporarily to Circleville for protection 
against Indians while the men harvested their crops and built a fort. 
Some of the crops had been damaged by an early frost." 

At the close of 1865 sixteen families lived in the Marysvale area. 
Newcomers included Andrus Bertelsen (with at least one son, John 
D.), Andrew Hendrickson, a Mr. Peterson, and several others.32 They 
planted fields and began building permanent homes-twelve of them 
on new lots in town. Frank C. Murray began work on a sturdy rock 
house for his family. Miles Durkee and Luther Washburn took up 
land north of the cemetery hill but down closer to the river. The 
Durkees would later keep a camp house on their lot for travelers. 
Jerad Taylor and his wife Elsie May Birdsall lived in town, as did 
Robert Jackson. Reuben Dewitt homesteaded land in the upper valley 
and spent the winter with the Paiutes in Pine Canyon.33 

Even as the labor of building Marysvale and Circleville pro- 
gressed, the Ute warrior Black Hawk was launching a campaign to rid 
the land of white settlers. The upheaval of the Black Hawk War would 
bring tragedy and sorrow to Piute County. 
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W h e n  the fledgling communities of Circleville and Marysvale 
were little more than two years old, the Black Hawk War swept 
through much of Utah Territory. Events in Piute County in the years 
between 1865 and 1867 underline the necessity of understanding 
both sides of this tragic conflict. As archaeologist Cathy Sude has 
said: "History is not always a romantic, glorious past filled with great 
deeds. . . . Sometimes horrible things happen, and our lifestyles today 
were bought at some terrible prices. It's a crime not to acknowledge 
this."' 

The winter of 1864-65 had devastated all the Paiute and Ute 
bands that occupied the central regions of Utah Territory. The 
unusually deep snow took its toll on the wildlife that served as the 
Indians' basic winter food staples. Almost daily, storms continued 
through most of April. F.H. Head, the territorial superintendent of 
Indian affairs, wrote, "The Indians are extremely poor, and like other 
people, will steal before they will starve." Indian tribes throughout 
Utah, most of whom initially had welcomed the Mormons, now saw 
them as intruders who were driving game from traditional hunting 



grounds and usurping many of the Indians favored locales for secur- 
ing game and other foodstuffs. In 1866 Brigham Young both recog- 
nized and sympathized with the plight of the Native Americans, 
although he was not willing to alter Mormon patterns of settlement: 

[We] occupy the land where they used to hunt the rabbit . . . and 
the antelope were in these valleys in large herds when we first came 
here. . . . they could catch fish in great abundance in the lake in the 
season . . . and live upon them pretty much throughout the sum- 
mer. But now their game has gone and they are left to starve."' 

Traditionally, the Utes and Paiutes had preferred to trade with 
settlers for food or other needs rather than raid to get them. As one 
student of the cultures wrote, "there were no honors for war or heed- 
less demonstrations of courage in either of those native cultures," 
although many Utes, in particular, did have and practice more aggre- 
sive  tradition^.^ The more docile Paiutes, who, for the most part, still 
did not have horses, usually walked into the Mormon settlements to 
beg or trade for food. After an altercation with whites in 186531 
Sanpete County, however, Black Hawk and other Ute warriors started 
to raid Mormon communities in central and southern Utah, stealing 
livestock and killing whoever tried to stop them. He attracted war- 
riors from among most of the Ute bands throughout the territory. 
Later, Black Hawk himself said that "none of his warriors had any 
grievance against the settlers," although this was not strictly true. Still, 
initially at least, the raids were "forced by starvation of his people.'" 
In the fear and frenzy that followed, cultural misunderstandings and 
clashes arose, even between formerly friendly Indians and settlers. 
The men at Circleville and Marysvale began carrying their guns at all 
times. 

The Sanpete Militia and the Paiutes in  Grass Valley 
Incensed by the recent deaths of two Sevier County men, Major 

Warren S. Snow took command of the Sanpete County contingent of 
the territorial militia-the Nauvoo Legion-on 15 July 1865, and 
headed out on patrol for Indians-not just hostile Indians, but any 
Indians. Ten miles east of Richfield the soldiers encountered Bishop 
James Wareham of the Glenwood settlement. Fearing for the lives of 



a friendly group of Paiutes from the Koosharem band camped 
nearby, the bishop rode out to warn them to leave. They immediately 
broke camp and headed south aross the mountain to Grass Valley. 

The militia force, which numbered over one hundred men, spent 
the day of 17 July at Glenwood, then, under cover of darkness, they 
passed over the mountain to Grass Valley and camped near a creek 
with a juniper grove to the east. They had not been in camp long 
before a picket guard returned to camp to say that "the cedars were 
full of Indians." The militia subsequently made no attempt to differ- 
entiate between the friendly Paiutes in the grove of trees and the Utes 
who regularly raided the settlements. 

There are at least two stories of what happened next; one was 
told by Joshua W. Sylvester to Peter Gottfredson and published in the 
latter's History of Indian Depredations in Utah. Another was told to 
LaVan Martineau by three different members of the Koosharem band 
and published in his Southern Paiutes: Legends, Lore, Language, and 
Lineage. According to Sylvester, "The horses were soon saddled and 
we surrounded the grove. The first shot was fired by an Indian who 
lay behind a fallen log, the shot entering the breast of Marine York of 
Richfield. Captain Beach ordered his men to dismount and enter the 
cedars." Sylvester does not give details, but wrote, "the Indians were 
soon routed. It was part of the band that had killed Robison, as we 
found some of his things with them; the main gang had gone on 
ahead."' 

It is possible, given the version below, that Anthony Robison's 
belongings, allegedly found among the dead Paiutes, had been traded 
to this band by Utes who were actually involved in the attack. It is 
also possible that some of the militia made up the story to justify the 
slaughter of women and children. In any event, Sylvester reported 
that they found Robison's belongings after the battle. 

According to the Koosharems' version, after the LDS bishop of 
Glenwood had warned the Paiutes of the soldiers, the Indians "broke 
camp and followed the horse trail over the mountain and down into 
Grass Valley where they stopped." Assuming they were safe, the men 
in the band apparently went hunting, leaving only old people, 
women, and children in the camp. One of the hunters spotted a fig- 
ure wrapped in a white blanket on a point overlooking the camp. The 



Indian crept close enough to see that "he had a white face." The 
hunter returned to the camp to tell his people: however, the band's 
chief said, "Don't worry, I have a paper from the Bishop they won't 
bother us." 

The next morning, "before the sun came up and while they were 
all sleeping, the soldiers attacked." An old man, most likely the chief, 
went running toward the soldiers waving a piece of paper and saying, 
"We are not at war with you! We are at Peace and have a treaty!" A 
militia man silenced him with a swing of his sword, cutting off the 
old man's head. "He was the first one killed." One little boy "was lying 
beside his dead mother and when the white men spotted him they 
picked him up and took him with them. . . . They hadn't gone far 
when the boy got loose and ran away. The soldiers didn't bother to 
chase him figuring he would die of starvation," according to the 
Indians' account. 

The boy headed toward another Indian camp that his people had 
seen earlier on the ridge of Mount Marvine, about six miles south of 
Fish Lake. Although that particular band had broken camp and were 
headed toward the lake, one old man had returned to fetch a water 
jug he had forgotten. He found the boy, lifted him onto his horse and 
together they rode to Fish Lake. Later, the child related what had hap- 
pened to the members of his band? 

Meanwhile, farther on in Grass Valley, two of the militiamen had 
discovered another camp of Paiute women and children and held 
them at gunpoint. When Louis Thompson of Ephriam tried to keep 
one of the women from escaping, she struck him with a stick and he 
shot her. The two men then opened fire on the remaining women 
and children, killing all of them. This infamous deed would be 
known thereafter as "the squaw fight." There does not seem to be a 
record of how many died in the ma~sacre.~ 

On 18 September 1865 Major Warren Snow went upriver from 
Sanpete County to Circleville with 103 men on a similar mission. 
They had heard rumors that hostile Indians had been seen in Circle 
Valley, but they found none. On the nineteenth they started up the 
East Fork of the Sevier River and camped that night at Clover Flat. 
The next day they found an Indian trail and began following it over 
the plateau between Grass and Rabbit Valleys. Captain Snow and 



Colonel John Ivie went alone up a ridge for a better view. Indians 
ambushed them, wounding Snow in the shoulder. Under fire, the 
men retreated to their company, which took cover in a wash. A battle 
raged for the remainder of the day, leaving several Indians dead and 
two more soldiers wounded. That night, the company crossed back 
into Grass Valley, where they camped. The next morning they 
marched on to Sevier County and later disbanded." 

Preparations at  Circleville 
The people at Circleville were ill prepared to defend themselves 

and had been somewhat lax in their vigilance, considering the num- 
ber of deaths farther north on the Sevier River. They began new 
efforts to protect the town. They formed militia companies, and 
Captain James Allred appointed officers and had them take stock of 
the available arms. Oluf Larsen described the situation: "Our arms 
were also of an inferior kind. I had none, but was lucky enough to get 
an old shotgun barrel and lock which I cleaned, oiled, and made a 
stock for. It was little better than a broom stick." Captain Allred mus- 
tered his troops morning and evening and placed pickets around the 
town. "Nobody dared go into the fields and mountains of travel alone 
always having mounted guards wherever we went," wrote LarsenS9 

That fall Orson Hyde made a tour of the towns along the upper 
Sevier River. Discovering that several families had left Circleville for 
the more populated and secure Sanpete County areas of Ephriam, 
Mt. Pleasant, and Moroni, Hyde promised the townspeople he would 
"send them back or cut them off from the church. . . . They were safer 
in Circleville than they would be in any other part of this region pro- 
vided they would stand to their post.'' After the return of these fami- 
lies, Oluf Larsen wrote: "it was looked upon as not only cowardly, but 
wicked, to leave at such a critical time when every man was needed 
for protection."1° 

Circleville's first clash with militant Utes came only a week after 
Hyde's written report to Brigham Young. On 26 November 1865 a 
Ute war party swept out of Rock Canyon along the East Fork of the 
Sevier River, splitting into at least three groups. One bunch fired on 
the village while their comrades drove cattle off toward East Canyon. 
About a dozen others stood watch on the ridge. The well-planned 



attack took the settlement by surprise. Most of the inhabitants had 
gone to the mills in Beaver and Sanpete Counties to have their fall 
wheat ground into flour, and only six men were left in town when the 
Indians appeared. By the time the locals could organize themselves 
to chase the intruders across the river, only one Native American 
remained in sight. None of the Circleville men had modern weapons 
and the single Ute warrior held the settlers at bay with a Henry rifle 
(a lever-action repeater), shooting one horse from under its rider 
before disappearing. 

In the wake of the attack four people lay dead, among them two 
thirteen-year-old boys, Ole Heilersen and William Orson Barney. 
Both had been out looking for cows and were killed. The back of 
Barney's head was blown away and he had been stripped of his 
clothes. The Indians also shot Hans Christian Hansen in the back 
while he herded cattle. His body was discovered face down on the 
bank of the river about a mile east of town. The other casualty was 
an elderly Danish immigrant named James Froid. 

Froid had been bringing a herd of steers back from Sanpete 
County in company with two other Circleville families, who were 
returning from Salt Lake City-Ellen and Mads Nielsen and Ellen's 
sister and husband, Eliza M. and James W. Munson. They had spent 
the night of 25 November in Marysvale and began the last leg of the 
journey the next morning. About ten miles from Circleville the 
Nielsens, traveling with a team of horses, decided to go on ahead of 
the ox-drawn Munson wagon. As they rounded a hill about three 
miles north of town they sighted the herd of cattle being driven by 
the raiding party of Indians. Frightened, Ellen begged Mads to turn 
back, but he assumed they had already been seen and decided "that 
by driving fast" they could reach the group of men in pursuit of the 
Indians. 

Ellen Nielsen later recounted the couple's harrowing experience: 
"In a few minutes the Indians left the stock and with a yell started 
towards us. Our horses were very tired, but we urged them on. . . . 
The Indians rode up to us, and one of them was in the act of shoot- 
ing my husband," when Nielsen "pointed an old revolver at him," 
frightening the warrior, who rode "away some distance." Nielsen's gun 
was not only old, however, it was broken. From his position of safety, 



the Indian shot one of their horses, stopping the team. As the rifle- 
man reloaded, Ellen-clutching her two-year-old-brother-leaped 
from the wagon into the roadside willows. She could see the Indian 
remount his horse and come at her husband again, but Nielsen suc- 
ceeded in turning him back a second time with threats from the 
inoperable gun. Mads Nielsen then escaped in the willows as well. 

At this point, Ellen Nielsen waded neck-deep into an icy slough. 
She sat her frightened brother on the bank where she could grab him 
and drown them both should the Indians discover them. When Mads 
found his wife, he helped her out of the water and into a willow 
thicket. Her story continued: "We walked a short distance and tried 
to cross the swamp at another point, but were headed off by ten 
Indians. Hence we got into the water again." The frigid water made 
the little boy cry, however, "and we left the slough once more," she 
reported. Rather than hunting the whites in the willows, the Indians 
"turned their attention to the wagon and its belongings. They cut the 
harness from the wounded horse," then dumped "the flour on the 
ground, cut the feather bed tick and scattered all the feathers.'' They 
emptied the Nielsen's trunks, took all their clothing, and "threw all 
the dishes out of the wagon." Ellen Nielsen later found only one plate 
which had not been broken, which she kept for the rest of her life.'' 

As the Nielsens watched the destruction of their property from 
their hiding place, James Froid appeared at the top of the hill. The 
Indians also saw him, however. "He might have escaped all right," 
Ellen recalled, "if he had gone back himself at once, but he ran 
around his steers to drive them back. The Indians saw him and fol- 
lowed him into the hills [where they] killed him."" 

Meanwhile, Eliza and James Munson had fallen some distance 
behind the Nielsen and Froid wagons. Just before crossing the ridge 
they met two Circleville men who had been guarding cattle before 
the attack. They told the Munsons that while they were eating their 
lunch in the shade of a willow patch a party of Utes came out of the 
canyon and stopped near them to hold "councill' One of the settlers 
had a dog with him and held its mouth so the animal could not bark 
and give them away. They also told the Munsons of the attack on the 
town. 

The Munsons continued toward Circleville, but they did not go 



far before coming across Froid's body. It appeared that he had been 
captured, stripped of his clothes, and then allowed to run up a ravine 
while the Indians shot him full of arrows. 

They crested the hill at about dusk and found Mads and Ellen 
Nielsen's wagon with the wounded horse still next to it. Thinking that 
the Nielsens had been killed and the Indians were now waiting in the 
willows to ambush them, James untied his oxen and he and Eliza ran 
for the river. James carried her across, then the two ran the three 
miles to town. 

From the willows where Mads and Ellen Nielsen and the boy had 
been hiding since two o'clock that afternoon, Mads saw activity near 
his wagon, but in the fading light he assumed it was Indians. The 
three made their way to Circleville as well, staying off the road near 
cover of the river vegetation. They arrived at their house only a half 
an hour after Eliza and James Munson had safely made it to the town. 

A crowd had gathered on hearing the supposed report that the 
Nielsens had been killed. Ellen remembered, "It was late in the 
evening; we were both bareheaded and my clothes were frozen stiff 
on my body. My little brother had gone to sleep. . . . Needless to say 
that our meeting was a happy one."13 

The sad task of burying the dead took place on 27 November, 
and the townspeople mourned for a long time. For protection against 
further attack, the community kept guards throughout the winter. 
They began dismantling a number of scattered houses and recon- 
structing them as the outside walls of a fort "twenty rods square." The 
meetinghouse stood in the center, where it could also be used to 
house the women and children should the fort be attacked. 
Fortunately for the settlers, no other attacks occurred in Piute 
County that winter. 

Securing the Towns of the Upper Sevier River Area 
Toward the end of March 1866, Mormon church apostle and 

Nauvoo Legion general George A. Smith made an inspection of the 
towns along the upper Sevier valleys to determine their safety and 
readiness in case of attack. He termed all "exposed" with "too few 
men . . . half armed and scattered over too much ground." At 
Circleville, the completion of a fort had lagged when other tasks like 



repairing and building irrigation canals seemed more pressing. Smith 
advised the residents to finish their own fort and then erect a second 
smaller one five miles northeast at the junction of the Sevier River's 
two forks and station thirty armed men there. Its position would 
command any traffic on the trails down the East Fork. He also rec- 
ommended that they farm the area around this new fort." The events 
of the following two months, however, would preclude that from 
happening. 

Smith considered Marysvale to be the area's only secure town, 
with all its inhabitants living inside the fort. Even with that, however, 
the sixteen men there had only thirteen guns among them. The fort, 
130 by 140 feet, enclosed about eight acres of the townsite along Pine 
Creek. From the southeast corner, thirty feet of rock wall extended in 
both directions. Some of the already constructed log houses became 
part of other exterior walls. Wagons could enter through a large, dou- 
ble-planked swinging gate on the north side of the fort. A small gate 
on the south side allowed people on foot access to the fort's protec- 
tion. An animal stockade was built on the west side of the fort. 

Attack at Marysvale. The Marysvale fort had been completed only 
a few weeks when an attack came. Black Hawk's warriors raided the 
settlement on 23 April 1866. A company of twenty-one men from 
Glenwood, Richfield, and Monroe in pursuit of Indians who had shot 
a settler's "cows, oxen, pigs and sheep with arrows," reached the 
Marysvale fort some hours before dawn. As they neared the fort they 
passed a thicket of large rabbitbrush growing along a "stake and rider 
fence" where the Indians were hiding. The Indians let their pursuers 
file past them before opening fire at their backs, killing Albert Lewis 
instantly and wounding three other Richfield men: Christian 
Christensen (who would die three weeks later), James Mortensen, 
and John Petersen. John Wilkenson stayed with the dead and 
wounded, hiding them in the brush while the rest of the company 
reached the safety of the fort. Soon after, two men returned to help 
the wounded. They "formed a chair by crossing their hands (one man 
holding the wrist of the other) and carried [the wounded man] up 
to the fort. Lewis was left where he fell until morning, which was not 
long. The Indians took the cattle and drove them up the Valley south- 
ward," according to an account written later.15 



After daylight, the Sevier County company pursued the Indians 
for five or six miles south. From the top of a ridge they could see 
them in the distance driving the stolen animals through a pass, which 
was most likely the canyon where the East Fork enters the valley. 
While on the ridge, they met a group of about forty Circleville men 
out looking for Indians who had stolen their cattle. "A council was 
held to decide whether the men should follow the Indians into the 
mountains and try to recover the stock, or turn back.'' They decided 
on the latter course.16 

Episode a t  Fort Sanford. The previous day, an incident at Fort 
Sanford (seventeen miles south of Circleville in Garfield County) had 
occurred that combined with the news of the attack on Marysvale to 
set the stage for a horrifying episode in Circleville. With orders to 
"take in all straggling Indians in the vicinity," William West and 
Collins R. Hakes rode out from Fort Sanford to intercept two Indians 
seen duck hunting across the river. These were friendly Paiutes whom 
the settlers at both Panguitch and Circleville knew by name. John 
Louder, captain of the Panguitch militia company, wrote of the 
encounter nearly forty years later: 

The Indians objected and said they were on an express from Black 
Hawk and they wanted to see Louder; the men told them that 
Louder was over at the stockade. They undertook to pass the men, 
when West rode in front of them, and as he did so, one of the 
Indians caught West's horse by the bit and held it, the other Indian 
fired at West, hitting him in the shoulder." 

In the ensuing struggle, one Indian was killed. The other escaped 
with wounds. An express rider arrived in Circleville later that day 
with the erroneous story that "friendly Piutes had shot and killed a 
white man who belonged to a party of militia stationed . . . at Fort 
Sanford." He told the "people at Circleville to protect themselves 
against the Indians [Paiutes] camped in their valley."18 

It should be reiterated that the Paiutes had a longstanding fear of 
the Utes, who kidnapped their women and children to sell or keep as 
slaves. The Utes reportedly also sometimes used these captives as 
interpreters and to relay messages. Also, Paiutes who wished to keep 
their own peace with both sides of the Black Hawk conflict were often 



used to send messages back and forth between the antagonists. Those 
settlers and militia members who refused to distinguish between 
non-militant Paiutes and Black Hawk's followers became the cause 
of misunderstandings that could result in conflict and tragedy. No 
episode in the Black Hawk War illustrates this better than that which 
occurred in Circleville on 23 April 1866. 

The Circleville Massacre 
The townspeople of Circleville had seen strangers come and go 

from the nearby Paiute encampment, which was not unusual; how- 
ever, in light of the missive from Fort Sanford and news of the 
Marysvale attack, it unnerved them. They held a meeting to decide 
what action to take. According to both James Munson's and Oluf 
Larsen's journals, they determined to take the Indians prisoners.19 

They sent messengers requesting that the Paiutes go into town 
and hear a letter read to them. Many did. They gathered in the meet- 
inghouse to hear Bishop William Allred address them. According to a 
previous plan, the Circleville men-who outnumbered the Indians 
three to one-came in unarmed and intermingled with them. The 
bishop read the message from Fort Sanford, stressing that the settlers 
wanted only peace with their band, but the Indians would have to 
help by lending them their guns. In return, the Paiutes could work 
for the whites and be paid in goods. When the Indians showed reluc- 
tance to give up their weapons, the settlers acted: "each man know- 
ing his place and what was expected of him, grabbed hold of his 
Indian . . . to disarm [him]. They all showed resistance but their bows 
and arrows and knives were taken from them." Next, "their arms were 
tied to a stick which was passed behind their backs and under their 
arms."" Bishop Allred would later put his own twist to the incident 
in his report to LDS church authority George A. Smith, writing that it 
took some time to convince the Indians, but they "reluctantly sur- 
rendered their weapons."21 

Captain James Allred and his men went to the camp to appre- 
hend those who had earlier refused the "invitation." Under cover of 
darkness they surrounded the encampment to keep anyone from 
escaping. James Allred, who had a competent mastery of the Paiute 
language, and Jackson Allred entered the camp to convince the 



Indians to give up their arms and go into town. One Indian bolted 
toward the river near Oluf Larsen's guard position. As the whites shot 
the Indian, he fell, discharging his gun. The bullet grazed Larsen's 
chest and "cut the barrel square off the gun of the man" near L a r ~ e n . ~ ~  

The rest of the Paiutes were taken to the meetinghouse, where the 
women and children were separated from the men and taken to an 
unused cellar that had been dug for a proposed flour mill. The pris- 
oners numbered about sixteen men and probably about as many 
women and children. 

Bishop William Allred wrote in his 5 May 1866 report to George 
A.Smith that they had interrogated the Paiutes and they "confessed 
to . . . carrying ammunition to the hostile Indians," and that Black 
Hawk was "at the Red Lake or Fish Lake from 40 to 60 miles from 
Circleville with a large amount of stock and that the PiUtes, Pahvants 
and the Navajos have agreed to unite against us as a people that our 
little valley will be full of them on the 24th."23 

There are reasons to doubt the accuracy of this report, as it con- 
tradicts a number of facts. Among them, Captain James Allred imme- 
diately sent a message to Colonel William H. Dame, the regimental 
commander over the Circleville militia unit, asking his advice, 
because "we did not like to take the responsibility of deciding the 
course to be taken with the Indians." He apparently made no men- 
tion of these "interviews" in that letter. Mormon leader and militia 
general Erastus Snow happened to be in Parowan with Colonel Dame 
when the missive arrived, and, as he later reported, his directions 
were clear: "I left instructions with Col. Dame to see that those pris- 
oners were treated kindly and such only retained in custody as were 
found hostile or affording aid to the enemy."24 

Allred also reported that before he arrested the Paiutes, "They 
had told me they had not a charge of ammunition," which contra- 
dicts his later statement that they were supplying the enemy with 
arms. Allred did not produce any evidence that he had actually found 
a stash of guns or ammunition in the Paiutes' possession or at their 
camp-and he wrote his report ten days after the incident. Also, why 
would Paiutes who were being held captive and feared for their own 
safety divulge such damning information, in the first place? 
Furthermore, there is no evidence that the Pahvants in Millard 



County were ever in league with Black Hawk, nor were Navajos at 
that early stage of the conflict, and no attack materialized on 24 April. 

Either a grave misunderstanding took place through the language 
translations, or Allred exaggerated the situation to justify his men's 
subsequent actions. The latter seems the most likely explanation 
given General Snow's instructions to let everyone go except those 
who were "hostile or affording aid to the enemy."" Oluf Larsen 
reported that "a few men in the community exhibited great hatred to 
the Indians, but they were too few to have any influence as the people 
in general abhor [r] ed the shedding of blood." Accounts of what sub- 
sequently happened, differ. Larsen wrote in his journal: 

Every moment we expected our pony express to return but before 
they [did] the Indians made a bold break for their liberty. . . . 
While [seated] together with blankets across their shoulders they 
untied each other and were loose ready to make their escape as 
soon as it was dark. I had just been released and the new guard 
placed and had not proceeded far when the shooting began. I went 
back to the meetinghouse and the Indians were all shot and in a 
dying condition. I learned from the guard they all arose at once 
pulled the sticks from their arms, sprang for the guards and tried 
to knock them down. To protect themselves they were forced to 

Rex Fullmer's account, which relied on James Munson's journal 
for its information, gave a different story: 

Towards evening . . . some of the [captives] succeeded in getting 
loose and commenced an attack on upon the guard, knocking two 
of them down. There was fear of a general break . . . hence the 
guard opened fire and shot two of the Indians. This had been the 
signal for a general attack and after a short consultation had been 
held, it was decided that the settlement would be in the greatest 
danger if the Indians were allowed to escape. Though the people 
loathed the thoughts of killing them, it was nevertheless concluded 
to do 

Although no account tells who gave or carried out the instructions, 
no decision of this sort would have been made without the knowl- 



edge and consent of those in charge, namely Captain James Allred 
and Bishop William Allred. 

Fullmer estimated that about a dozen Paiute men remained in 
the meetinghouse. One by one the guards began taking them outside, 
leading them around to the side of the building, where one person 
clubbed them in the back of the head, stunning them, then another 
cut their throats with "a large sharp knife."" The executioners proba- 
bly decided on this method of killing so as not to excite with the 
sound of gunfire those who remained in the meetinghouse or the 
Indian women and children in the cellar. It is also possible that they 
wanted to conserve their limited ammunition in case of a Ute attack. 

Two young Paiutes, guessing the fate of those taken through the 
door, decided to try to make another escape attempt. The next time 
the door opened, they bolted for freedom. The two Indians streaked 
through the crowd of startled white men, who opened fire, missing 
them both. They ran north up a small knoll towards the cemetery. 
Just as they crested the hill a mounted pursuer took aim. The bullet 
hit one Paiute man, grazing his ribs and causing a flesh wound, but 
the escapees disappeared into the darkness. In the mountains they 
found some "Indian medicine" and dressed the wound, using part of 
the injured man's shirt as a bandage. The two then made their way 
safely to a friendly Paiute camp in the Parowan-Beaver area." 

Meanwhile, in Circleville, the massacre continued. Once the 
Paiute men were dispatched, the settlers began taking the women and 
older children from the cellar, killing them by the same method. 
Fullmer wrote that, "A number of children were spared alive, and also 
an older boy, who however, was killed the next day as he was consid- 
ered dangerous to the peace of the ~ettlement."~~ After the carnage, 
the settlers placed all the bodies in the cellar and filled it with dirt. 
Nothing today remains to mark the common grave. 

Stories of-and repercussions from-the massacre spread 
quickly. In Parowan the news brought mixed reactions. "Some looked 
upon this as butchery and not justifiable, and many others con- 
demned this harsh move with friendly Indians. . . . Others said they 
were in league with the hostile Indians and should receive the same 
treatment."" Lieutenant General Daniel H. Wells, head of the Nauvoo 
Legion, heard the news in Salt Lake City and wrote to Brigadier 



General Erastus Snow that he could not see any alternative to what 
the "brethren" in Circleville had done. In his reply to his superior offi- 
cer, Snow expressed his own misgivings about the matter. He said he 
had received word of the "slaughter of 15 or 18 Piede prisoners," but 
knew nothing officially-neither how or why they were killed-only 
that they were suspected of aiding Black Hawk and his warriors. He 
chastised himself for not looking into the matter more fully, but then 
said it was beyond his own jurisdiction. This left the decision to 
investigate further with Wells, who chose not to do so. 

In the same letter, Erastus Snow also reported about some of the 
Native American responses to the massacre. Chief Kanosh of the 
Pahvants in Millard County said, "the Indians have sufficient cause 
to lose confidence in our promises of protection to friendly Indians.'' 
Snow also reported that when the Paiutes who had been camped at 
Toquerville heard of the massacre they left there "in bad temper."32 

Although Superintendent of Indian Affairs F.H. Head expressed 
great regret "that some Indians [who] had the promise and assurance 
of protection and safety had been murdered," he did not conduct an 
investigation into the Circleville incident. The new territorial gover- 
nor, Charles Durkee, toured the southern settlements with Head that 
same May and surely would have heard stories of what ha~pened.~' 
As one writer expressed it, however: "But once again no action was 
taken; federal and territorial officials failed, as had militia leaders, to 
bring the law to bear on whites regarding their misconduct against 
Indian~."~~ 

A week after the massacre, Brigham Young issued orders for the 
residents of Sanpete County and communities south along the Sevier 
River to gather into groups of at least 150 men to protect their fami- 
lies and livestock. About fifteen families from Marysvale abandoned 
their new homes and took refuge in Circleville, bringing that town's 
population to about forty families. Church leaders deemed even that 
move inadequate for the safety of the settlers, however. The incident 
at Circleville, coupled with the two clashes with the Indians in the 
Panguitch area, triggered the decision to abandon Circleville. General 
Daniel H. Wells arrived from Salt Lake City with a force of military 
men on 20 June to help evacuate the town, taking most of the settlers 
to settlements farther north. 



The pioneers of Piute County again packed their wagons, leav- 
ing new homes, corrals, two forts, and crops in the ground, includ- 
ing 700 acres at Circleville. Some trekked across the mountain to 
Parowan and Beaver. Lewis and Elizabeth Turner Barney, whose son 
William Orson had been killed in the raid the previous November, 
took the remainder of their family to Millard County, where they 
helped settle the new town of Kanosh. Others went to Sanpete and 
Sevier Counties. That fall a group from Beaver came back and har- 
vested the crops, but did they not stay. Only a few of the original 
settlers would ever return to live in Piute County. 

John Alton Peterson, chronicler of the Black Hawk War, called 
the Circleville massacre "the greatest single tragedy" of the war. Even 
a decade later, Brigham Young, who deplored the massacre, said he 
believed "the curse of God rested upon Circle Valley and its inhabi- 
tants" because of what happened there." 

James Andrus Military Expedition of 1866 
Even after all the towns between Gunnison and Kanab had been 

abandoned, Black Hawk and his warriors continued their effort to 
drive the whites from their land. Territorial Governor Charles Durkee 
finally proclaimed martial law. 

Under orders issued by Brigadier General Erastus Snow, Captain 
James Andrus and his First Brigade of the Volunteer Cavalry 
Company of the Iron Military District left St. George on 15 August 
1866 in search of marauding Indians. Andrus had orders to cross the 
unexplored region along the Colorado River from the Kaibab 
Plateau, then called Buckskin Mountain, to the confluence of the 
Green and Colorado Rivers. He would return through the southern 
end of Piute County. The full company consisted of five platoons- 
sixty-two men in all. Their orders were to find and reprimand any 
hostile Indians and appease the friendly Paiutes. An indiscriminate 
hater of all Native Americans, Andrus had a well-earned reputation 
among the Paiutes and other tribes as being "mean." The only 
encounter any of his troops had with Indians on this mission, how- 
ever, took place near Kodachrome Basin on the boundary of Garfield 
and Kane Counties. In a surprise move, two Indians attacked six of 
Andrus's men returning to St. George with several lame animals and 



some surplus equipment. They killed Elijah Averett and wounded 
another man. Although Andrus sent twenty-five men to find and 
"punish the Indians," the attackers slipped away into the night.36 

Eighteen days into their journey, the company stood on a look- 
out point on Boulder Mountain. Andrus mistook the Fremont River 
for the Green River and Upper Halls Creek for the Colorado River. 
Believing they were viewing the confluence of the Green and 
Colorado Rivers, Andrus concluded that they had carried out their 
duty as successfully as possible and determined to start home. 
Estimating that they had traveled about 260 miles from St. George, 
the troops began their return trip on the afternoon of Sunday, 2 
September 1 866.37 

The soldiers had seen no fresh signs of Indians since leaving their 
camp at the headwaters of the Paria River, although they did record 
crossing and sometimes following a number of Indian trails. They 
descended Boulder Mountain into eastern Piute County (now lower 
Wayne County) and then climbed westward up the Awapa Plateau, 
where they began to encounter heavily used Indian trails. On the hills 
above them they could see hastily constructed breastworks of rock on 
either side of the trail. At the summit leading into the lower end of 
Grass Valley they found a more elaborate rock fortification defend- 
ing the top of the canyon, with enough boulders and timber behind it 
to afford adequate shelter for Indians in the event that they would 
have to retreat from attack. But still they saw no Indians. 

Andrus and his men entered the valley from the east. A few miles 
farther they found an area with good water and grass and some dis- 
cussed the desirability of locating a small settlement there-the place 
where Antimony is located today. They followed the Old Spanish 
Trail along the East Fork of the Sevier River to its junction, where 
they took the North Fork up the valley, arriving at Circleville on 5 
September. Andrus would later report that the wheat stood in the 
fields, ripe for harvest, but no one was there to do the work. 

Continuing on the Old Spanish Trail, the militia passed out of 
Piute County and across the northwestern corner of Garfield County; 
they then traveled up Bear Creek to Parowan. From there they fol- 
lowed the road back to St. George. In his final report to Brigadier 
General Erastus Snow, Andrus thanked his men for "their hearty Co- 



operation in all the duties of the Campaign," and thanked "the 
Almighty'' for "the blessings . . . extended to us on our journey; much 
of the way being through an indian country rough Mountains and 
without trail or guide. [We] attribute our safety to his overruling 
Pr~vidence."~~ 

Black Hawk finally made peace with the Mormons in the fall of 
1867, and in 1868 he and other Indian leaders signed a peace treaty. 
Some raiding and killing by scattered renegade groups continued, 
however, until 1872. That year some 200 federal troops finally came 
to the assistance of the settlers. Until that time Mormon leaders had 
actually tried not to involve federal troops in the conflict, fearing 
other impacts such troops could make on the many Mormon settle- 
ments of central and southern Utah. During the Black Hawk War an 
estimated seventy whites lost their lives. There is no count of Indians 
killed, but they suffered many more casualties. 

With peace came renewed interest in Piute County, particularly 
since rumors had begun to circulate that placer gold had been dis- 
covered around Pine Creek near the abandoned town of Marysvale. 
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A f t e r  the evacuation of Marysvale in 1866 during the Black 
Hawk War, the little valley was not occupied for two years except for 
a few scattered Ute and Paiute camps. Earlier, in January 1865, Jacob 
Hess of Manti had found placer gold on the bench to the south of 
Marysvale while scouting the area for Indians. He had been at Sutter's 
Mill in California when members of the Mormon Battalion discov- 
ered gold there and recognized similarities in the rock formations 
around Pine Creek. The gold Hess found at Marysvale was too widely 
diffused to be extracted with the methods of the time, but word of 
his discovery spread. 

In March 1868 a few gold seekers began combing the mountains 
above Marysvale, but they found lead instead of gold. Jacob Hess, 
together with several others, filed on a mine they called Savage Lead. 
Later that same month a Golden Curry Lead Mine claim was located 
and filed on. Next came the discovery of silver by Jasper Cribble. Why 
he transferred ownership of his Silver Dipper Mine to James B. Porter 
on 8 August 1868 is not clear, but the search was still on for the pre- 
cious yellow metal. 



Hess returned in 1869 with Ebenezer Hanks. The partners 
prospected up Pine Creek, where, beneath a great jagged wall of white 
quartz, they discovered gold and staked a claim on what would be the 
Webster Mine. 

The only inhabitants of Marysvale at the time were the Frank and 
Marcia King family. Frank was not interested so much in gold as he 
was in farming and raising sheep and cattle. Early in 1868 he and his 
wife had moved their family from Monroe where they had spent the 
past two years near her brother. King had done well as a cobbler and 
at the same time had steadily become financially stable through 
ranching, farming, and land acquisition. He would stumble into min- 
ing almost by accident. 

While riding up Two Mile Creek, Frank King stopped to drink 
from the stream. As he lay on his stomach he looked right at two 
rocks about the size of his head which, tellers of the story say, was 
"gold bearing rock rather than rock bearing gold."' He promptly 
staked a claim, but it was Jacob Hess who found the source of the 
gold. He traced the gold up Pine Canyon some five miles to a great 
ledge that would yield thousands of dollars in gold and silver from 
the Bully Boy Mine. The location notice of the Bully Boy load also 
listed Squire Stewart, Robert Jackson, Ebenezer Hands, Luther 
Ramsey, A.J. Millick, Frank C. Murray, John Eaton, and August 
Anderson. Although Frank King is not listed as a locator, he put up 
much of the capital to develop it and the Wedge Mines. Over the next 
two decades King would own interest in several other mines, includ- 
ing the Yankee Blade and the Morning Star.* 

Several of these first prospectors, knowing the fickle nature of min- 
ing, were interested in farming as well. According to Irene Elder, who for 
many years owned and edited the Piute County News, Andrew John 
Millick and his wife, Emily Pate Lemaster Millick, settled on the old 
Joseph Howes farm. James Tibadeau settled on an area southeast of town 
on acreage that would one day bear his name. Robert Jackson home- 
steaded the part of the valley later known as the Stark's Addition. 

The Ohio Mining District 
News of the gold discovery brought more prospectors pouring 

into the area. By the close of 1868 the Ohio Mining District had been 



organized on the eastern slopes of the Tushar Mountains. Gold and 
silver were the main minerals sought, and the most lucrative mines 
included the Belcher, Bully Boy, Copper Belt, Morning Star, and 
Union. A ton of ore from the Copper Belt Mine assayed at 200 ounces 
of silver and thirteen ounces of gold. So rich were the mines along 
Pine Creek in Pine Canyon that the area names were changed to 
Bullion Creek and Bullion Canyon. 

Five miles west of Marysvale up the canyon, Bullion City came 
into existence to house the gold seekers who poured into Piute 
County-some 200 of them in the spring of 1869. That same year 
D.C. Tate and others built a road to the mining town and installed a 
toll gate to pay for it. The town was so promising that the inhabitants 
elected and appointed county officers. They deemed it impracticable 
to have the county seat at Circleville, which had not yet been reset- 
tled, and named Bullion City as county seat. The Utah Territorial 
Legislature would pass an act in February 1874 that legalized that 
decision. 

The first child born in Bullion City is reported to have been 
Charles Dutson, Jr., on 13 January 1872. His mother was a Cherokee 
Indian who was abandoned as a child. Charles Philip Dutson and his 
wife took her in, named her Kate Lee, and raised her. When his wife 
died, Dutson married Kate. He was killed in an accident soon after 
their son was born as he came down the canyon with a wagonload of 
p01es.~ 

James S. Starks brought a load of merchandise to Bullion City 
and started a store there. He eventually moved to Marysvale, where 
he purchased Robert Jackson's homestead-thereafter known as 
Starks Addition. He continued his mercantile business and served as 
county recorder. President Grover Cleveland appointed him probate 
judge in 188 1 and he was reappointed by Benjamin Harrison in 189 1. 
By 1872 over fifty buildings crowded along Bullion Canyon, includ- 
ing a stamp mill, saloon, gambling hall, about fifty homes, and sev- 
eral boardinghouses. The town boasted a population of 1,65 1. The 
county officers elected on 3 August 1874 were John Pope, probate 
judge; Robert Jackson, sheriff; Jason Haws, Marysvale justice; Christ 
Kathee, Marysvale constable; Alvin Price, Circleville justice; J.H. 
Hague, Circleville selectman; James Tibadeau, Marysvale selectman; 



and Robert Jackson and Reese Richards as pound keepers.' In the two 
years that followed, Piute County had four different sheriffs, all from 
Bullion City. 

Three school districts were organized in Piute County in the 
early 1870s: Bullion City, Marysvale, and Circleville. Charles Merrill 
of Marysvale became the county's first superintendent of schools. 
Little is known about the schools in Bullion except that a school- 
house was built soon after the town's inception and that it did get 
state appropriations at least in 1883 for seventy dollars and again in 
1897 for $274.50. That year, the school population numbered ninety. 
By comparison, Marysvale, which had a one-room lumber school, 
received regular allotments from the territorial School Revenue Fund. 
This amounted to $69.90 in 1879, $124 in 1880, and $155 in 1881. In 
1882 Marysvale's allotment dropped to $100.65, and then to $72.00 
in 1883, perhaps reflecting a drop in population as the fickle mining 
industry declined for a time.5 An interesting item in the Piute County 
Court Records states that Superintendent Merrill's bill for taking a 
census of the schoolchildren in Piute County was twelve dollars. He 
was paid on the condition that he furnish the county clerk with a list 
of names of the schoolchildren in the county. 

After the transcontinental railroad arrived in Utah in 1869 and 
lines began to branch out through the territory, heavy machinery 
could begin to be shipped to the various mining centers in the terri- 
tory. A Chicago company installed a two-stamp mill and donkey 
engine in Bullion Canyon. Soon, however, a new toll road wound up 
Pine Canyon. Unfortunately, the mill proved inefficient, as did the 
only attempt to operate a smelter, which consisted of a small home- 
made rock furnace in Bullion Canyon. Frank King had put up the 
money to buy bricks for the smelter and had them shipped from 
Beaver. The four-foot-square structure was supported by rocks at the 
base. Charcoal from pinion pine, scrub cedar, and mountain 
mahogany fed the fire. "Night and day the enthusiasts [tended] the 
smelter," wrote journalist Josiah Gibbs, but, after days of toil, all the 
men had as a reward were "some very choice souvenirs of 'slag.""' 

In 1875, when the railroad reached Juab County, the Piute 
County miners hauled their ore down the canyon in two-wheeled 
wagons pulled by a team of oxen, then by freight wagon to York 



Station near Nephi. From there it was shipped by rail to the east 
coast, then to Wales in the British Isles for smelting. The ore from the 
Copper Belt Mine contained high-grade gold, silver, and copper 
which could net over $400 a ton. The Copper Belt Mining and 
Milling Company would eventually install a ten-stamp mill. Their 
mining camp also had an assay office, a commissary, a boarding- 
house, and a number of small houses. 

Winkleman was another mining town that grew up in Marysvale 
Canyon just south of the Sevier County line where Deer Creek emp- 
ties into the Sevier River making a wide spot in the canyon. Big Rock 
Candy Mountain sits just across the line to the north. The mine that 
supported the town was located around the same time as the Bullion 
and Dear Trail mines and operated until after World War I. A school 
operated in the early 1920s. When the mine closed, the only estab- 
lishment that survived was a place called Winklemen's Resort, with 
an open-air dance hall, bar, and cabins. It operated for a fe-w years, 
until the paving of U.S. Highway 89 made it easier for Piute County 
fun-seekers to travel to larger towns like Richfield and Panguitch. In 
the 1950s a number of stone and concrete foundations, walls, and 
many dumps and ruins were still visible. Most are gone and a high- 
way rest area now occupies the former t~wnsite .~ 

Two brothers who were influential in Marysvale mining were 
Jacob and Andrew Sargent. They were also part of the developing cat- 
tle industry in the area and ran cattle on the mountains above 
Marysvale. The Sargent Mountains bear their name today.8 

Three precincts were formed in July 1869: Marysvale, Bullion, 
and Jacksonville. An order from Judge Joseph S. Wing made 
Jacksonville the center of county business until Circleville could be 
resettled. 

Joseph S. Wing not only made his mark on Piute County as a 
judge but also as a lay medical practitioner. His medical experience 
was such that in March 1894 he would be granted a license as a "Non- 
Graduate Practitioner of Medicine." Besides his public life, he also 
had an interesting marital history, having married seven (some say 
ten) times according to genealogy records. Wing was born in Mecca, 
Ohio, in 1830. His first wife, Signa Anderson, apparently died soon 
after their marriage. He then married Elizabeth Marshall while still 



living in Ohio, but she either died or left him. There is no record of 
children from either of these women. By 1849 he was living in 
Illinois. That is the year he married Rebecca Davis. They had three 
children, two of whom died young. He took his first plural wife, 
Sarah Adelia Wright, in 1863, a year after he had joined the LDS 
church, then married Mary Josephine Allen in 1864, Sophia Anena 
Bohne in 1866, and Frances McCurdy (date unknown). Although he 
had families with at least three of these women after he settled in 
Sanpete County, none of them moved with him to Marysvale. 
According to one source, "He got mad at Brigham Young and 
dumped all his wives and moved to Piute County." He died in 
Kingston in 1906 and is buried there.9 

Daniel Webster took a lease on some property about a mile and a 
half west of Bullion City on 20 April 1869. A small community called 
Webster City grew up around the Daniel Webster Mine. Although the 
mine enticed a number of workers away from Bullion, it did not 
prove as profitable as some of the other mines. A cyanide mill was 
established at the mine to separate the gold from its ore base; how- 
ever, the ore contained so much sulphur that the cyanide process 
wouldn't work and the plant was rendered useless. Both the mine and 
the town were eventually abandoned after 1914. Bullion met an even 
earlier demise. It never quite recovered from its population drain 
after the Webster Mine opened, and the town began its slide into his- 
torical oblivion. In 1870 the county seat moved to Marysvale; and by 
1880 Bullion was a ghost town. 

Early Marysvale 
William Taylor Dennis arrived in Marysvale from Salem, Utah 

County, early in 1869. He was born in Tennessee in 1810, and his 
family relocated to Alabama when he was a small boy. As a young 
man he was elected sheriff and attended to his county duties on 
horseback. There he met and courted Talitha Cumi Bankhead. The 
couple married in December 1836 and moved to Mississippi. As a 
wedding present, Talitha's father gave her a slave woman named 
Nancy, who had been her nurse since childhood. Nancy cooked, nan- 
nied their children, and managed the household tasks of the family. 
She also traveled west with them in 1855. By then William was a doc- 



A group of Marysvale school children in the 1880s. (Courtesy Frank 
Murray) 

tor, having completed medical college, and he also had spent three 

years as a Mormon missionary. The family most likely joined the LDS 

church through the influence of Talitha's extended family.'' 

William and Talitha Dennis owned a number of other slaves, 

including several young teamsters who started to Utah with them. 

Their wagons carried not only the Dennis family household goods 

but two sets of mill irons for a gristmill as well as sawmill equipment. 

A day before reaching the Missouri River crossing a group of aboli- 
tionists persuaded the teamsters to escape, causing the Dennis family 

to winter in Iowa until they could hire new drivers. They arrived in 

the Salt Lake Valley in August 1855. Nine of their ten children had 

been born before their arrival in the valley. At least three of those died 

young. Following the signing of the Emancipation Proclamation in 

1863, William and Talitha granted freedom to their remaining slaves: 
Nancy, Jim Valentine, his wife, and their son, also called Jim. Nancy 



chose to stay in the household and eventually moved with the Dennis 
family to Marysvale. 

In 1857 William Dennis was forty-seven and living in Salem, 
Utah, when he took two plural wives: twenty-seven-year-old 
Elizabeth Zabriski on 3 March, and sixteen-year-old Ann Adelaide 
Fdmer on 6 September. That November Talitha gave birth to her last 
child, a girl who died in infancy. Elizabeth had one child by William. 
There is no evidence that she later made the move to Marysvale with 
him. Ann had lost a baby the previous year and was pregnant again 
when William decided to relocate in Marysvale. That baby died, too. 
Her third child, and the first to live, was born in Marysvale in 1893. 
They named him Jeremiah. For some reason, Ann returned to Salem, 
for her next five children were born there. She was in Marysvale again 
by 1874, where the first of her last four children was born. The 
Dennis family had a ranch about two miles south of Marysvale near 
Gold Creek." When Probate Judge Joseph S. Wing reorganized the 
Piute County government on 2 1 April 1869, he appointed William T. 
Dennis probate clerk and county recorder. 

The lure of gold brought French-Canadian Edward Foisy to Piute 
County around 1877. That was the year he turned thirty-three and 
married seventeen-year-old Catherine Lince Beckstead. The Foisy 
family had lived in Quebec, Canada, for three generations. Edward 
left home and family to seek his fortune in California when he was 
just seventeen. Several of his friends, including Phil Gashett, Fred 
Hamel, and Absolom Blanchett, accompanied him. Foisy had 
acquired the trade of blacksmith and he and his friends signed on 
with the Pacific Telegraph Company to help build the transcontinen- 
tal telegraph line between Omaha and Salt Lake City. At the same 
time, the Overland Telegraph Company was constructing the line 
from Carson City, Nevada, to Salt Lake City. The two companies 
raced to cover as much ground as possible, as they were paid accord- 
ing to the miles of line strung." 

Both routes were virtually treeless. Under an arrangement 
between Brigham Young and an Overland Telegraph agent, Young's 
son John W. contracted to supply poles for 750 miles of the eastern 
line. The Mormon firm of Little and Decker of Salt Lake City sup- 
plied poles for 250 miles of the western line from Ruby Valley to Salt 



Main Street in Junction in 1930. (Courtesy Dortha Davenport) 

Lake. Construction began in July 1861 at both ends of the transcon- 
tinental line, and also in both directions from Salt Lake City.13 

Edward Foisy worked to keep the horses properly shod, repair or 
build wagon wheels, and keep the tools in good repair. He fashioned 
a pair of sharp spikes that could be strapped onto a worker's feet with 
a leather stirrup arrangement and a sturdy leather belt to fasten 
around both man and pole for security. With these "contraptions," 
the worker could jam the spikes attached to his feet into the wood 
and virtually walk up the pole, fasten the wire, and walk back down. 
These linemen's spikes, the idea still used today, helped enable the 
eastern line to reach Salt Lake City on 17 October 1861-a full week 
ahead of the western line.14 

The group of French-Canadians helped erect the lines to 
Bingham Canyon before trying mining in Park City. After some suc- 
cess there, they were lured south by the reports of gold in Marysvale. 
Local lore tells of seven lights greeting the miners as they rode over 
the pass from Monroe into the valley. These were probably from the 
homes of Frank and Marcia King, who then lived on the east side of 
the Sevier River, and the rock home Frank C. Murray built for his 
wife, Lovina Heaton Nebeker, on the north side of town near the 
entry to Marysvale Canyon. Two single men, Miles Durkee and 



A wagon in front of the Marysvale Drug Company Building in 1915. 
(Courtesy Dortha Davenport) 

Luther Washburn, had taken up land along the river to the north 
of cemetery hill. Luther Washburn would marry the widow 
Clarissa Ann Gilson Beckstead on 24 January 1878, and the child- 
less couple would live out their lives in Marysvale. Durkee would 
later marry Rebecca Brown. Their "camp house" for travelers 
became a stopping place for John Wesley Powell and others in his 
survey party when they traveled between their southern encamp- 
ment at Kanab and Salt Lake City in the years they explored the 
Colorado River and surveyed much of southern Utah for the U.S. 
government.15 

Jerad Taylor moved into one of the houses in the old fort while 
he homesteaded the acres that would become known as Taylor farm. 
Robert Jackson lived in Marysvale too, but not in the fort. The sev- 
enth light perhaps came from Reuben Dewitt's home. He spent his 
first winter in the area up Bullion Canyon before he homesteaded 
land in the upper valley.16 

In addition to his mining ventures, Edward Foisy also bought a 
farm on the bench south of Marysvale. Although his wife was 
Mormon and the product of a polygamous marriage, he never joined 



the Mormon church. He did seem content to have their four children 
raised in the faith.17 

Marysvale did not have a church organization until 1883 when 
an LDS branch was organized as part of the Panguitch Stake. Hugh 
D. Lisbonbee was presiding elder. The Relief Society was organized 
in 1883 or 1884, with Adelaide Fullmer Dennis as president. In an 
unusual arrangement, it appears that Hugh Lisbonbee at first served 
as vice-president of the Relief Society until Elsie Taylor filled that 
position. To fund the needs of the society, the women sewed items 
and made quilts which they sold. When Adelaide Dennis's health 
began to deteriorate, she was released and the Relief Society was dis- 
continued for a while. When Hugh Lisbonbee died in 1890, Jared 
Taylor replaced him as presiding elder. The Relief Society was reor- 
ganized as well, with Jared's young plural wife, Elsie May Birdsall 
Taylor, as president. He was forty-five and she twenty-two. In 1895 
Jared died, leaving Elsie with two small children? By then there were 
enough Mormons in town to warrant the organization of a ward, 
with Charles C. Pinney as bishop, under the jurisdiction of the Sevier 
Stake. 

The Trial of John D. Lee 
The year 1876 brought on old issue to the fore for Frank and 

Marcia King. In the eighteen years since the Mountain Meadows 
Massacre the couple had kept quiet about their previous association 
with the Fancher wagon train-not even their closest neighbors 
knew. Then, in the late summer of 1876, Frank King was summoned 
to testify for the prosecution at John D. Lee's trial in Beaver. A sample 
of his testimony taken from the trial transcript shows a very cautious 
and, no doubt, nervous witness. First came questions from the pros- 
ecution establishing that he knew members of the Fancher train and 
had traveled with them from South Pass to Salt Lake City. Other 
questions followed. 

Q. How many persons composed that train? 
A. I could not say, there was quite a lot of them, I couldn't tell 

you how many. 
Q. Had they any stock and if so, what kind? 



The Otter Creek Post Office in 1896. (Courtesy Noreen Taylor) 

A. They had a good many horses and some mules and some 
loose stock. . . . 

Q. Was there any other persons traveled with the train besides 
yourself that was not composed of the Arkansas emigrants? 

A. [Avoiding any mention of his wife and child] There was 
another fellow who went on to California by the northern route. 
There was another train joined with them called the Illinois com- 
pany that had the most loose stock, but whether they went with 
them, they divided . . . between here and Salt Lake. . . . 

Q. About how many-were there any women among them? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Both men, women and children? 
A. Both young and old. 

The lawyer for the defence kept his cross examination brief. 

Q. You say you traveled with this train to Salt Lake? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Never traveled with them west of Salt Lake? 
A. No, sir. I never traveled with them a day after I got to 

Emigration Canyon. 



A birthday party for early settler Lyman Lorenzo Johnson. (Courtesy Dortha 
Davenport) 

Q. Did you see them in Utah? 
A. I did, I went out to Emigration three times to see them. 

There were several more questions to establish that Frank had 
neither traveled further with the Fancher party nor seen which direc- 
tion they went from Salt Lake. The last question was "Did you learn 
the names of any of these Arkansas emigrants?" King answered, "No, 
Sir."19 In years to come, however, he would remember much more 
than he did at the trial. 

Laban Drury Morrill, who would later play an important roll in 
the development of Piute County, was also a witness at the trial. After 
arriving in Utah Territory in 1852, he and his family first lived in 
Springville. He had just finished building a house, a blacksmith shop, 
a dance hall, and several other buildings when Brigham Young called 
him to help settle Cedar Fort (now Cedar City). A year later, in 1854, 
he moved to Johnson's Fort. Morrill was forty-two years old when he 
chronicled the events of 1857. It was " during my sojourn in this part 
of the country. . . that happened the most horrible affair . . . in the 
annals of our history, when the blackest of crimes known as the 



Mountain Meadows Massacre was perpetrated. . . . I knew when the 
horrifying deed was being discussed . . . and did everything in my 
power to prevent it.20 

Laban Morrill, arguably the lone hero in the Mountain Meadows 
incident, asserted that LDS church leaders would not condone what 
the men at Johnson's Fort were planning and insisted they immedi- 
ately dispatch a message to Brigham Young to ask for instructions. 
"The answers came in haste commanding them to desist and allow 
the emigrants to pass unharmed, but before the word arrived," 
Morrill wrote, "the dastardly deed was done. God forbid the pages of 
my journal should be stained with the recital of a crime so foul. But I 
want my children's children to know that sin like this, is in direct 
opposition to the teachings of our father."" 

The Morrill family remained at Johnson's Fort until after Laban 
served a mission to the north-central states, returning in the spring 
of 1874. Not long after his return he moved to the Springdale- 
Rockville area to help set up the United Order there. When the order 
failed, he took his family back to Johnson's Fort for several years. 
Perhaps John D. Lee's trial brought back too many reminders of the 
horror some of his neighbors had perpetuated for him to remain in 
Iron County. Soon afterward he relocated his family to Piute County. 

Thompsonville 
Dewitt Clinton Thompson was the first to homestead the land 

three miles southeast of Marysvale in an area that would carry his 
name-Thompsonville. This tiny farming community is located 
about seventy-five feet below the bench where the Sevier River bot- 
toms narrow. The forty-one-year-old Thompson arrived there alone 
in 1877, leaving his wife, Evelyn Lucretia Willis Thompson, and seven 
children (four more would be born at Thompsonville) in South 
Cottonwood near Salt Lake City until he had built a log cabin and 
had crops in the fields. At that time there were only a few scattered 
farms along the river bottom, and the nearest store of any conse- 
quence was in Monroe. The Thompsons would continue to add to 
their acreage until their farm consisted of 200 acres. They built a large 
two-story house with bricks made &om the red clay soil near at hand. 

Dewitt Thompson helped get a school organized in 



The Circleville Relief Society. (Courtesy Dortha Davenport) 

Thompsonville and served on its school board for nineteen years. At 
first the school met in the Thompsons' kitchen. Class began as soon 
as breakfast could be cleared away. Eventually the community had a 
one-room school. Early teachers there were Jesse Holt, Ira Christian, 
Walter Jones, Laura Jones, and later Nettie Thompson Cuff, Dewitt's 
daughter. The farmers also had a branch of the LDS church. Whether 
the school and church met in the same building is not clear. The 
Thompsonville branch became part of the Marysvale LDS Ward. 
According to a handwritten, undated history of the Marysvale Relief 
Society, at the turn of the century the Relief Society, under the presi- 
dency of Mary Scogins, held their meetings in Thompsonville's small 

As the Thompson children grew up and married, two of them 
built homes just south of their parents' home: Homer with his wife, 
Susan Scogins Thompson, and Ward with his wife, Edna Caroline 
Carter Thompson. When Ward and Edna moved to Minersville to 
raise sheep on the west desert, they sold their house to his sister Mary 
Ellen (Ella) and her husband, Henry (Harry) King, who raised their 



An early picture of the Sevier River Bridge at Marysvale. (Piute County) 

seven children there. Another daughter, Lucia Elizabeth, married 
Milo Seavy of Panguitch. Not long afterwards, she was killed when 
she was thrown from a wagon. Dewitt and Evelyn Thompson lived in 
Thompsonville until 19 1 1, when they sold their home to the William 
Lay family and moved to Ri~hfield.~~ 

Deer Trail Mine 
One of the leading mining experts in Utah, George Thomas 

Henry, arrived in Marysvale from Silver Reef in September 1878, 
where he opened the area's first assay office. He was born in 1843 in 
Wales and graduated from Cambridge University after studying min- 
ing and mineralogy. He spent several years managing smelting and 
reduction companies in Wales before he came to America. He set up 
a company that purchased ore from the Bingham and Tintic mines 
and then eventually moved to Marysvale with his friend and business 
partner Joseph Smith. The two men took room and board at the 
William T. Dennis ranch two miles south of town. Dennis was a 
physician as well as a farmer. 

One day in 1878, Joseph Smith went hunting in the hills west of 
the ranch. He soon found fresh deer tracks and began following them 



The Jack and Emma Caron Morrill Cabin at Blue Spring. (Courtesy Linda 
King Newell) 

up the hill to a limestone outcropping that contained quartzite. He 
turned south on a narrow shelf on top of the quartzite and noticed a 
glittering substance on the deer trail. He gathered some samples and 
had them analyzed. Joseph Smith had discovered gold-one of the 
richest mines in the district. 

George Henry would eventually marry William and Ann 
Dennis's daughter, Joanna, in December 1884. She was nearly twenty 
at the time and he was forty-five. The couple would raise a family of 
six children in Marysvale, and Henry served as district recorder, 
Marysvale postmaster, justice of the peace, and mayor. 

Not long after the discovery of the Deer Trail Mine, Frank 
Fullmer noticed a bed of strange ore about a hundred feet above the 
Deer Trail mine. He staked the Lucky Boy Claim on a hunch that it 
was something valuable. It turned out to be mercury. During 
1886-87 the claim yielded 213 flasks of mercury-one of the few 
such mines to be viable commercially. 

Even farther up the mountain from the Deer Trail Mine, another 
mine, the Pluto, was located in June of 1879. This time the load con- 
sisted of high quality but very soft silver ore called ruby silver. The 
Deer Trail Development Corporation, which owned the Deer Trail, 
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There was never a community as such that grew up around the 
Deer Trail and other mines in the vicinity, only company housing for 
miners and several ranches. But the area residents did have a school- 
house. Eight grades were taught in its single room until 1923 when 
the students were transported to Mary~vale.~~ But unlike most of the 
boom-and-bust mines in Piute County, the Deer Trail Mine pro- 
duced a large amount of gold, silver, and lead for nearly a hundred 
years. 

From the time the first mines were located in Bullion Canyon in 
1868 to the late twentieth century, hundreds of men staked their 
futures on mining claims in Piute County. A few, like George F. 
Dalton, struck it rich. He subsequently sold his Dalton Gold Mining 
and Milling Company and moved to Salt Lake City where he flaunted 
his fortune by lighting his cigars with ten dollar bills.25 Other devel- 
opers invested their modest mining income in other endeavors and 
made a comfortable living. 

Most who chased the dream of fortunes in gold left with little 
more than dust in their hands. One of these was Wade Nichols-bet- 
ter known as ccTex"-who stumbled onto some high-grade ore in the 
Tushar Mountains near Puffers Lake. Shortly afterwards he shot and 
killed Howard Tanner in a dispute over a card game south of 
Circleville. Nichols stood trial for murder in the District Court in 
Beaver and was sentenced to life in prison. After he told the warden of 
his "spectacular" find, the warden spent a week in the Tushar 
Mountains with the well-guarded Nichols trying to find the illusive 
gold, but to no avail. "Could it be that he had a change of mind?" 
wrote one observer. "After all, the search was the thing."26 Some of the 
more notable ventures in Piute County mining will be covered in 
subsequent chapters. 
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A few of the gold seekers who came to Piute County in the first 
years of resettlement became disillusioned with mining prospects 
and began ranching along the Sevier River between Marysvale and 
the abandoned town of Circleville. When Charles Wakeman Dalton 
arrived at Circleville with his family in May 1874 he was forty-eight. 
Charles had five wives, but it appears that only two of them lived with 
him in Piute County: first wife Juliette E. Bowen and second wife 
Elizabeth Haskett Allred, who arrived several years later. They found 
four other families living near the town, but none lived in the town 
proper. Three of the new ranchers were James Kettlemen, Ransom 
Mitchell, and Josephus Wade. Kettlemen located on land north of the 
main road at the lower end of Circleville Canyon; Wade had built a 
log cabin at the mouth of what would be known as Wade's Canyon; 
and Mitchell's cabin stood on pastureland west of the river. The 
fourth rancher may have been James Whitaker, who homesteaded the 
meadows between Kingston and Circleville. 

Fortunately the old mill stood intact about a quarter of a mile 
south of the fort on the banks of the river, enabling the newcomers 



to grind their wheat after the fall harvest. For nearly a year the 
Daltons remained the only Mormons in the vicinity. Then in March 
1875 Charles's elder sons brought their families to Circleville. Charles 
Albert Dalton (Juliette's son) came with his wife, Sarah Jane Wiley, 
and one child. Their first two children had died as infants; six more 
children would be born in Circleville, with daughter Edna being the 
first child delivered in the resettled community on 26 July 1876. 
Orson Allred Dalton (Elizabeth's son) came with his wife, France 
Harriet Wiltshire, and family. 

Elias Frazier Pearson and his wife Minerva Eaton of Glenwood 
were most likely the next settlers. The Pearsons had ten children- 
Rhoda Minerva, Rosetta Adelaide, Henrietta, Elias F., Joseph Henry, 
John Riley, Alvaretta (who died at about age two), George 
Washington, Musetta, and Walter-the last being born in Circleville 
in 1877. Other settlers soon followed. By 1876 a somewhat regular 
mail service between Circleville and Monroe had been established, 
with the job of carrier split between Charles A. Dalton and a Mr. 
Farer. 

Early Settlement of Grass Valley 
While the west side of Piute County experienced a rebirth, set- 

tlement in Grass Valley on the east side of the county was also taking 
place. Two small towns that are part of the history of Grass Valley are 
not actually in Piute County-Koosharem to the north just over the 
line into Sevier County and Antimony to the south in Garfield 
County-but their historic and geographic ties to Piute County war- 
rant their mention in this history. 

Albert K. Thurber and George Bean traveled through Grass 
Valley in early 1873 as part of a twenty-two-man peacekeeping mis- 
sion to the Indians at Fish Lake. When they entered the valley, the tall 
grasses reportedly rubbed against the bellies of their horses, thus per- 
suading the men to name the region Grass Valley. Near the present 
site of Antimony, Bean and Thurber caught several coyote pups, ear- 
marked them, and gave the name Coyote Creek to the stream that 
emptied into the East Fork of the Sevier River. The name was later 
applied to the community established near this confluence.' 

That same year, Albert Guiser, the first known settler in the area, 



established his ranch about a mile north of where Coyote Creek and 
the East Fork came together-just north of the Piute-Garfield 
County boundary.' At the behest of Brigham Young, Albert Thurber 
and George Bean also moved to settle Grass Valley that August. 
Thurber began farming just south of Burrville in Sevier County; 
Bean located near Coyote Creek in the south end of the valley. James 
H. Clinger, Aaron and Dave Daniels, Philander Maxwell, and a man 
named Pratter started farms around a place they would call 
Koosharem, after an Indian word meaning "Clover Blossom." Orrin 
Porter Rockwell and one of his sons came with these men, but there 
is no record of how long Rockwell remained. They found a small 
band of Indians with both Ute and Paiute ties still living in upper 
Grass Valley and almost immediately began instructing them in 
farming and other skills that would help them adjust to the white 
man's ways. These Indians would be known as the Koosharem Band. 

Two other homesteaders-called "outsiders" because they were 
not Mormon-came to Grass Valley about that same time and 
almost brought the wrath of the Navajo Nation onto the sparsely 
settled region. Tom and Billy McCarty claimed squatters' rights to all 
the land from the present-day Otter Creek Reservoir to the south side 
of Coyote Creek. In December 1873 four young Navajo Indians trav- 
eled to the East Fork of the Sevier River to trade with the friendly 
Utes and Paiutes in upper Grass Valley, as their people had tradition- 
ally done for many years. They carried with them a permit to make 
the trip secured from the Indian agent at Fort Defiance. Their per- 
sonal and trade goods reportedly consisted of "eleven horses, two 
buffalo robes, two red and black blankets, two buckskins, seven 
Navajo saddles, three Navajo bridles, rings and bits, four quivers full 
of arrows, one bow and a rifle."' 

A fierce snowstorm forced the Navajos to take shelter in one of 
the McCartys' vacant shacks along Otter Creek. The storm raged for 
four days and the hungry Indians killed a stray calf belonging to the 
McCartys' for food. By the time the storm abated, the eleven horses 
had apparently wandered off. The four Navajos made their way to a 
nearby cabin where the McCarty brothers had just fixed breakfast for 
themselves and a Mr. Clinger, who had ridden up just a few minutes 
earlier. The Indians, still hungry and not able to speak English, 



entered the house. Somehow they got between the three cowboys and 
their guns, then motioned for the whites to leave. Once outside, the 
McCartys and Clinger tied some hay into a large bundle and rolled it 
toward the house, where the Navajos were eating the breakfast. The 
large object speeding toward them frightened the Indians and they 
ran. Two of them leaped onto Clinger's horse and the others on 
McCarty horses and tried to escape. 

Tom and Billy McCarty grabbed their guns and killed two of the 
Indians before they were out of range. The brothers then mounted 
horses and pursued the other two most of the day, finally overtaking 
them around dusk. They killed one Indian and wounded the other as 
well as Clinger's horse. In the dark, the injured Indian took cover in 
the thick willows along a stream. He dressed a side wound with wil- 
low bark and began his long journey home. Twenty-one days later he 
arrived exhausted and nearly dead at the Navajo reservation in south- 
eastern Utah.* 

Meanwhile, the McCarty brothers helped themselves to the 
Indians' property. When other settlers in the valley heard what had 
happened, most left, fearing retaliation from the Navajos. Had it not 
been for the wisdom of Isaac Riddle and Indian agent Jacob 
Hamblin, that would perhaps have happened. Brigham Young soon 
got word of the incident by way of the newly installed telegraph 
between Salt Lake City and St. George. He immediately sent a mes- 
sage to Hamblin at his home in Kane County, asking him to seek a 
settlement with the Navajos. 

Hamblin traveled to their village with two brothers named 
Smith. The three men met with a council of Navajo elders and, with 
the help of two Paiute interpreters, began negotiations. After talking 
all day and most of the night, the Indians finally demanded one hun- 
dred head of cattle for each of the men killed and fifty for the 
wounded man. Hamblin refused, saying he would not ask the 
Mormon people to pay for a crime they did not commit. The Navajos 
threatened to burn him over hot coals until he agreed. Hamblin per- 
suaded them to talk with their "greater chiefs" and he would return 
in twenty-five days for their report. Back in Kanab, he wrote to the 
McCarty brothers and asked them to return the horses and other 



items belonging to the murdered Indians. Whether or not they did 
so is not a matter of record.' 

Hamblin's return trip to meet with the Navajos was dangerous. 
Also, he had been sick and had not fully recovered. Cold rain made 
his condition worse, but he kept his word and arrived on the prede- 
termined day. The Navajos, however, for some unexplained reason, 
failed to meet him. He left word that if they would send over a party 
to investigate they would know that the Mormons were their friends 
and be satisfied that they could continue to trade with them in peace. 
They Navajos eventually sent a party of 200 men to Grass Valley. Isaac . 

Riddle, who had been herding cattle in Grass Valley, met them. 
Earlier, Riddle had served a mission to the Navajos and knew their 
language quite well. He traveled with the Navajo party through the 
valley and introduced some of the Mormon settlers to them. Satisfied 
that the perpetrators of the murders were gone and they could trade 
in peace with the Mormons, the Navajos returned home.6 

The McCarty brothers were not particularly appreciated by the 
settlers of Sevier, Piute, and Garfield Counties, not only because of 
the murder of the Navajo men but also because they had a habit of 
stealing cattle. After leaving the area, they continued their cattle 
rustling occupation and eventually joined up with another Piute 
County resident, Robert Leroy Parker-better known as Butch 
Cassidy-as part of the Wild Bunch. 

Upper Grass Valley 
Captain Thomas Bailey and John Burril of a U.S. survey party 

surveyed Grass Valley and part of Circle Valley in 1874. At that time 
there were only a few scattered ranches and some small Indian farms 
in Grass Valley. The surveyors found a few trappers camped near the 
future town of Koosharem. That same summer Sevier LDS Stake 
President Joseph A. Young, a son of Brigham Young, called on several 
Salina families to settle upper Grass Valley. Peter Rasmussen (whom 
Young designated as presiding elder), Frans Peter Peterson, and John 
Christensen arrived in the valley that August, but without their fam- 
ilies. Young accompanied them over the mountain to help locate the 
townsite for Koosharem, just over the Sevier County line into Piute 
County. The town would be part of Piute County until 1930. 



The men harvested the tall grasses to use as hay, planted some 
winter wheat and built one house. Peter Rasmussen's wife was the 
first of the woman to arrive in November. Peterson's wife, together 
with her mother, Karen Nielsen, followed the next January. The three 
women and three men spent the winter of 1874-75 in the same 
house. Caroline Marie Rasmussen was born there on 16 April.' 

The next spring Mosiah S. Behunin and Jorgen Smith arrived 
with their families. Frans Peterson built a house for his family, and 
others soon followed suit. The settlers used water from Koosharem 
Creek for both irrigation and household use. The crops thrived in the 
rich soil, but on 10 August 1875 a killing frost claimed nearly all the 
grain and vegetables. Frosts plagued the homesteaders during several 
successive summers. 

William Russell Laughlin and his wife, Martha Ellen, came to 
make their home south of Koosharem the fall of 1875. Martha, how- 
ever, did not survive her first winter. She died on Christmas day, mak- 
ing it necessary to select a site for the Koosharem cemetery, where she 
was buried. 

As soon as there were enough families for a school, the upper 
Grass Valley residents erected a one-room log school on Main Street 
(an amusement hall would later be built on the same site). It had a 
fireplace in one end. The young scholars sat on a hand-hewn plank 
supported on either end by a large block of wood. They wrote on 
homemade slate boards. Books were scarce, so students shared the 
few there were, studying reading, writing, spelling, arithmetic, and 
geography. The students either walked or rode horses to school. 

Whoever had the best reading and writing skills in the commu- 
nity was pressed into service as teacher. Since there was little money 
in the community, pay often consisted of farm produce. Sixteen-year- 
old Catherine Hatch became one of the instructors hired by school 
trustees Maroni Manial, Peter E. Olsen, and Joseph Wright during the 
winter of 1879-80. An outbreak of whooping cough swept through 
the valley after only eight weeks and the school had to be closed for 
the remainder of the year. Hatch received fifteen dollars for her ser- 
vice. 

When the building burned to the ground in 188 1, the townspeo- 
ple replaced it with a new two-room school. It had a stove for heat, 



and the boys would gather wood during recess. But recess was not all 
work. Girls brought dolls to school and boys brought balls and other 
amusements such as bows and arrows. As the need arose, rooms were 
added until the structure was in a "T" shape, with a stage at one end. 

Koosharem organized an LDS ward in 1878, with Joseph H. 
Wright as bishop and Peter Rasmussen and Claus P. Anderson as 
counselors. The Relief Society organized at that time as well; 
Margaret Anderson was president and Sabra J. Hatch and Eliza Rust 
were counselors. Two years later, Kirstin Anderson replaced Rust in 
the presidency. Margaret Anderson served the women as president 
for twenty-seven years, until 1906, with Hatch as her counselor. 
Kirstin Anderson died in 1905, still in office after twenty-five years. 

At first the organization was called the Grass Valley Relief Society 
because it also drew women from Greenwich to Burrville (Sevier 
County); but Greenwich soon had its own branch of the Relief 
Society, and Sabra Hatch traveled from Koosharem to hold meetings 
with the women once a month. The Relief Society women of Grass 
Valley, like their counterparts in other towns, had the charge of caring 
for the poor and the sick. Wheat storage was a major project in this 
effort. After the wheat had been harvested, the women gleaned the 
leftovers from the fields and stored it for those in need. They held 
dances, the price of admission to which was paid in wheat. They 
donated the eggs that their chickens laid on Sundays. The straw hats 
they made sold for cash or in-kind payments. The women also 
owned a flock of sheep that provided them with wool to spin, weave, 
and sew into clothing for the poor. Many even attempted to raise silk- 
worms as a home industry. 

Tom Box and his family were the first settlers along the creek that 
carries his name. Box Creek enters the valley from the low mountains 
to the west. Eventually a dozen or so families farmed or ranched in 
this area either at Box Creek or Greenwich about five miles south of 
Koosharem. Other who soon came to put down roots included in the 
area were A.K. Thurber, Edward A. Bagley, O.M. Manwill, Joseph F. 
Wright, brothers George and John Hatch with their families, Henry 
Mack, George Brindley, Sidney Coons, James P. Sorenson, and oth- 
ers. At first, school was held in various homes. At some point in this 
early period the Presbyterian church built a two-room building that 



served as both church and school. It had an organ that several chil- 
dren learned to play. Little is known about the Presbyterians respon- 
sible for the building, but the school fared better than the church, and 
eventually the building was used only as a schoolhouse. Four grades 
met in each of the two rooms, with a teacher in each room." 

The small band of Paiute Indians wintered near Greenwich, and 
when the pioneers dug irrigation ditches to their fields they also 
blocked out and provided water for a wheatfield for the Indians. 
Once the wheat was planted, much to the consternation of the 
whites, the Paiutes left to spend the summer at Fish Lake, where they 
could fish and gather berries. The Greenwich people also provided 
some schooling for their Native American neighbors. Sarah E. Wright 
held a school in her home for a number of the smaller children, but 
the nomadic traditions of the Paiutes made it difficult for them to 
have any regular schooling. George A. Hatch also held a Sunday 
School class for Native Americans, which a number attended for sev- 
eral years. Greenwich was an dependent branch of the Koosharem 
LDS Ward, and while they held Sunday School there in the mornings, 
"the older folks would go to Koosharem for [sacrament] meetings 
while the younger folks gathered together and had their fun."9 

Koosharem and Greenwich each had a post office in 1877. Later 
the Greenwich post office was moved to Box Creek. Men on foot 
sometimes carried the mail, but most often it went by horse-drawn 
sleigh or wagon. 

The cattle industry looked to be the most promising for this area 
until the extreme winter of 1879-80 put a number of cattlemen out 
of business. The Greenwich community dwindled to four families, 
those of George A. Hatch, John Hatch, Frank Wright and Edward A. 
Bagley. The high altitude made for a short growing season, and, 
although the settlers did grow some wheat, they soon found that 
potatoes did much better. Water was always a problem, as the tiny 
streams that fed Otter Creek would dry to a trickle in the summer 
months. The Box Creek and Greenwich people built two small reser- 
voirs but still could not support many cultivated acres. 

The people turned to other means of support for their families. 
Some dairying took place in the Parker Mountains until transient 
sheep herds overgrazed the range and home dairies became more 



The boyhood home of Butch Cassidy-the Maximillian Parker home south 
of Circleville. (Utah State Historical Society) 

profitable. These dairies shipped butter and cheese as far north as Salt 
Lake City. A number of men engaged in logging and built a sawmill 
in the mountains to the east. They took poles, posts, logs, and rail- 
road ties into Sevier County to trade for wheat and other products. 
Poultry also became one of the prime industries.'' 

The Kingston United Order 
Meanwhile, in May 1875, Isaac Riddle and his son Isaac J., along 

with John and Joseph Hunt, Gideon Murdock, and Walter Hyatt of 
Beaver, herded cattle and horses through the grassy tract and into 
Johns Valley to the south. As superintendent of the Beaver cattle co- 
op, Riddle returned to the valleys with additional stock and created 
a small town he called Coyote near the mouth of Black Canyon at the 
north end of Johns Valley. Not long after his arrival in Piute County, 
he also built a gristmill near the two forks of the Sevier River.'' 

That fall of 1875, John R. King of Fillmore began herding stock 
in the southern end of Grass Valley. John King and several of his 
brothers, together with their parents Thomas Rice King and Matilda 
Robison King, took another herd into the northern end of Johns 
Valley in Garfield County. On their trip home, they passed through 
Circle Valley and camped in the Tushar Mountains.12 



According to King family chronicler Larry R. King, the Thomas 
Rice King extended family's control of land, businesses, and influen- 
tial positions in east Millard County rankled some of their neighbors. 
Besides the Kings owning most of the prime farm and ranch lands, 
with fine cattle herds and horses, they owned the store in Fillmore, 
operated the hotel, "ran the school and were involved in the opera- 
tion of Cove Fort." Among the offices they held, 

Thomas had been the probate judge, William the constable, Edwin 
the county surveyor, and Culbert the bishop of Kanosh. . . . When 
you add to the controlling interests of the Kings what the Robisons 
and Warners, who were King in-laws, owned or controlled, most 
everything was out of reach for non-relatives. . . . For example, Joseph 
Robison was Mayor from 1863-1 869 followed by Joseph V. Robison. 
. . . Peter Robison founded and had the town Petersburg named after 
him. The Kings had also married with the family of Thomas Callister, 
bishop [of Fillmore] and later stake president. and the Ira Hinckley 
family, builder of Cover Fort and later mayor and stake president." 

After Mormon Apostle Lorenzo Snow publicly accused Thomas 
King of diverting waters of Chalk Creek in Fillmore for his own 
rather than the public use, an assertion that King denied. Brigham 
Young issued a call for Thomas and Matilda to go to Circleville in 
Piute County and begin a branch of the Mormon United Order in 
that area. "In the fall of 1876, Thomas [Edwin] called his family-five 
sons and a daughter, all married and with families of their own-to a 
meeting and proposed that they take President Young's advice and 
establish a family United Order" in Circle Valley.14 They did not pro- 
pose living the United Order for personal gain; in fact, it is doubtful 
that any of them came away with more than they put in when the 
experiment ended after six years. 

Sons William, Culbert, Thomas Edwin, and Volney were willing. 
John had just purchased Albert Guiser's Grass Valley ranch and 
moved there with his wife, Helen Matilda Webb, and their seven chil- 
dren. With the help of his brothers, John King planted the first crop 
of wheat in Grass Valley the following year. At first he refused to join 
the order, but he eventually succumbed to the pressure of his father 
and brothers. Even then, however, he remained relatively detached 



from the order except for a short term as director in 1882. William 
Rice King's son-in-law Daniel Olsen, husband to Delilah Cornelia 
King, refused to take any part of the venture, saying: "I came down 
to Fillmore and left my profession in Salt Lake City at the call of the 
Church authorities, but I absolutely refuse to go down into that wild 
country again or go through the sacrifices which we have passed 
through." The Olsens stayed in Fillmore, where the couple taught 
school and established a family orchestra that became famous 
throughout the territory.15 

On 30 December the family gathered in Fillmore for the first offi- 
cial meeting of the order, where they took care of organizing business 
and agreed to meet in Circle Valley the next May to establish a more 
permanent organization. In February, William, Edwin, and Volney 
King moved to Circleville and began purchasing land on the east side 
of the Sevier River about two miles from the original dugouts built 
by the 1864 settlers. There they began their United Order commu- 
nity, naming it Kingston-later known as Old Kingston to distin- 
guish it from the present town of Kingston. 

They planted ten acres of wheat and thirty acres of oats before 
returning to Millard County for their families. Volney King wrote, 
"We were all working with diligence putting in our crops under quite 
discouraging circumstances. . . . Picking for the horses was very poor 
but I managed to go to Elsinore and get some grain for feed and seed 
which was a very cold trip and I suffered . . . considerable.'' He made 
a later trip to Fillmore, leaving on 30 March. A snowstorm caught up 
with him before he reached Marysvale, but, anxious to be with his 
family, he continued until the snow had accumulated to three feet 
and he could not force his horse to pull the wagon farther. He 
camped under his wagon that night without a fire. When morning 
came, he dug himself and the wagon out. Several other travelers also 
had been stranded on the road, and, by joining forces, they broke a 
trail. King arrived in Fillmore on 4 April, much to the relief of his 
worried family. 

In May more than fifty people-including the various King fam- 
ilies-made the move from Fillmore to Piute County. The 100-mile 
trip over mountains and streams took a week. Runoff from the heavy 
winter snows raced down the mountain creeks, swelling the Sevier 



The Maximillian Parker Residence in Circleville. (Utah State Historical 
Society) 

River to near flood stage. When the wagons arrived at the Circleville 
crossing, some of the men built rafts to ferry the wagons to the other 
side, while others herded cattle and horses into the swollen river to 
swim across. The sheep, however, refused to enter the torrent. Ella 
King Harmon Christensen, a child at the time, remembered how her 
father masterminded the sheeps' crossing: "Every band of sheep has a 
leader; get one over and the others will follow. He tied a rope around 
the sheep's neck, then jumped on his horse and plunged into the 
water. The horse swam across, dragging the sheep with him. When 
the other sheep saw their leader going, they followed and soon they 
were all safely across."16 

Members of the order possessed a variety of skills to make the 
new community work. James Henry Huff had blacksmith and 
mechanical skills; Reuben Syrett from England was a shoemaker; 
Frenchman Henry DeSaules, a fine carpenter, helped construct 
homes and make furniture. He also had a library of over one hun- 
dred volumes of history and classics which he shared with the com- 
munity. Robert Forrester was an excellent gardener; George 
Dockstader was a tailor. Andrew Mineer, a musician, would enliven 
the community as its band leader. Thankful Harmon rounded out 
the entertainment sector with her choir, whose members she taught 



"to sing in four-part harmony with just a tuning fork." All the women 
had spinning wheels and carded their own wool, and they con- 
tributed various other talents like sewing, millinery, basket weaving, 
cheese- and butter-making, and cooking (meals were served from a 
communal kitchen for much of the order's existence) to round out 
the community's needs. Unfortunately, few accounts name the 
women. Larry R. King searched for the names of both women and 
children who were part of the order. In his Kings of the Kingdom he 
wrote, "Several of the women from Sweden, Denmark, and Holland 
operated hand looms."17 

On the first day of May 1877 twelve families met to officially 
organize the united order. Each adult member of the order signed the 
initial "Articles of Agreement," which required them to transfer "all 
personal and real property. . . to the Company with the president 
acting as trustee-in-trust." All remuneration was fixed by the board 
of directors, and each person agreed to live an economical and fru- 
gal lifestyle. "No person was to . . . obtain that which is above 
another." This was not, however, only an economic venture. The 
Articles of Agreement also "provided for the establishment and the 
maintaining of colleges, seminaries, churches, libraries and other 
charitable or scientific associations.~'l~though there was never any 
attempt to organize a separate united order at the west side of the 
river, at least three Circleville families did join the Kingston order: 
Thomas C. Smith and wife, Tennessee Thompson, with their baby 
boy; James Vincent Knight and wife, Celestial Roberts, with two chil- 
dren; and Steven Mansor (or Stephen Mangos) and wife, Emma Ann 
Wilson. At its peak, the order would claim some forty families as 
members.19 

As in other united order efforts throughout the territory, each 
person who joined was rebaptized "to demonstrate a recommitment 
as Saints and for a remission of sins.'' Family patriarch Thomas Rice 
King was appointed president, with Joel White as vice-president and 
John D. Wilcox as secretary. Just before the official organization of 
the order, William King attended an LDS church conference and ded- 
ication of the temple in St. George. Brigham Young presided over 
both events and called him to be bishop of Kingston. The ward, 
which included all of what is now Kingston, Junction, Circleville, 



Marysvale, and Antimony, was organized on 7 May 1877-just one 
week after the inception of the order itself. King chose his brother 
Culbert as his counse10r.~~ 

Members of the order built on four different sites across south- 
ern Piute County. They built the village of Kingston on a ten-acre 
plot east of Circleville, where they also owned 1,500 acres of farm- 
land. The town consisted of a central community building for school, 
dances, church, and other meetings. A blacksmith shop, milk house, 
bakery, tailor shop, post office, carpenter shop, and store surrounded 
the meetinghouse. Homes built in like style formed a fort around a 
ten-acre block. These first log houses had dirt floors and roofs. A 
communal kitchen and dining hall about seventy feet long stood in 
the center, with a large vegetable garden close by. Later there was an 
inner row of homes built with sawed lumber. 

One of the first orders of business was the construction of a 
sawmill, the location of which is uncertain, but it had plenty of tim- 
ber nearby. "The flume, pen stock, water wheel and all parts of the 
framework of the mill were made out of wood-even wooden pegs 
for there were no nails. The only iron about the mill was the saw, axe, 
crowbar and hammer," it was reported. Edwin King oversaw the 
operation of the mill, which produced some 1,800 board feet a day- 
more than enough lumber for the necessary buildings, with some to 
sell to the mining camps around Marysvale. Later, another sawmill 
was constructed up City Creek Canyon about six miles northwest of 
today's J~nction.~'  

The third area of development lay only a half-mile east of pre- 
sent-day Kingston and became the area's industrial center. Buildings 
there included a flour mill, a tannery, which turned the hides of cat- 
tle and sheep into shoes and harnesses, and a woolen mill, in which 
local women worked to produce cloth for clothing as well as sheets, 
blankets, and yarn for knitting. Isaac Riddle had previously built a 
burr mill for grinding wheat near the junction of two streams, but it 
could not meet the needs of the order, so the people build a water- 
powered gristmill at the mouth of Kingston Canyon. The first wheat 
was processed at the mill on 11 January 1880.22 

The fourth site of development lay to the east about twenty miles 
through Kingston Canyon and into Grass Valley near present-day 



Antimony. Here the settlers operated a dairy that produced butter 
and cheese, grazing their cattle, horses, and sheep on the lush grasses 
in the area. With this base, the order expanded its grazing range 
"from Dog Valley over Table Mountain, on the Parker Mountan, 
along the headwaters of Antimony Creek and as far away as Boulder 
Mo~ntain."~~ 

A group from Beaver with fourteen people, including five women 
and three children, passed through Grass Valley in the late fall of 
1879. They were part of the Hole-in-the-Rock expedition on their 
way to colonize southeastern Utah. They had with them six wagons, 
thirty-nine horses and mules, and 180 head of cattle. A larger group 
from Parowan with the same objective traveled through Panguitch 
and planned to meet at Isaac Riddle's ranch, where Widstoe would 
later be located. Platte D. Lyman, who led the group, recorded in his 
journal: 

Thursday Oct 30th, drove 6 miles up the East Fork which we 
crossed 5 times got stuck in the mud and was delayed 2 hours; the 
road is very rocky and in places very sideling. 

Friday Oct 31st. Drive 8 miles and camped near John King's 
place in Kiota [Coyote] Creek good road most of the way. We 
crossed the river 4 times and got stuck in it once, lost 1 cow and a 
colt today. 

Saturday Nov. lst, drove 2 miles and layd over on poison 
Creek. Shod some of our horses, no feed. 

Sunday Nov 2nd, Traded my mules for another span and sold 
2 give out calves for 100 cwt beef, and left one sore footed cow, 
drove 12 miles over rough and heavy rolling hills, camped 2 miles 
below Riddle Ranch on the East Fork, no feed.24 

His "no feed" comments foreshadowed the future of Grass Valley 
when its lush grasses and the feed on the surrounding mountains 
would be overgrazed to the point of devastation. 

Other united order families who went to Grass Valley or Coyote 
between 1879 and 1883 included widower Franklin Henry Wilcox 
with his nine-year-old son, Frank Eber, his two-year-old daughter, 
Kate Effie, and his mother, Catherine Wilcox Webb. Catherine was a 
nurse. She already had three daughters residing in the valley, at least 
two of whom, Helen Webb King and Lydia Webb Huntley, also served 



as nurses and midwives. The first babies born to the new settlers of 
Grass Valley were Forrest King, son of John R. and Helen King, born 
1 April 1879 and a daughter of James and Sophia Huff. Other early 
arrivals included George and Esther Clarinda King Black, George and 
Inez Forrester Dockstader, Hans Jensen and wives Louisa Mahitable 
and Josephine, Peter Nelson, Niels Nielsen, Mortimer W. and 
Christina Brown Warner, Canute Peterson, Charles E. Rowan, 
Christian Sorensen, John D. and Mary Theodotia Savage Wilcox, 
Walter and Elizabeth Barrowmen Gleave, Albert Clayton, Archie M. 
Hunter and his sister Jane Talbot, Bill H. Link, Angus and Edward 
McEdwards, J.C. Jones, Dave and Josiah Nicholes, John Smoot and 
John Steen.25 

John King and his brothers brought the first threshing machine 
to Piute County. They also dug an irrigation ditch from Coyote Creek 
to bring water onto John King's land in 1878. Another three-mile- 
long canal was dug south of Circleville that is still in use today. John 
King also took charge of the horse herds while Culbert Levi King, his 
twenty-two-year-old nephew, took responsibility for the cattle herds. 
This necessitated Culbert's move in 1878 to Coyote along with his 
three wives, Eliza Esther McCullough, Elizabeth Ann McCallister, and 
Sarah Pratt. 

For residents of Grass Valley the winter of 1879-80 proved to be 
severe. An early blizzard forced some men who were rounding up 
horses to return to their homes without completing their task. They 
found the carcasses of some of these animals the following spring in 
the tops of pine trees, which indicated the depth of the snow.26 

The women at Kingston took turns cooking in the communal 
kitchen, although mothers with small children were not required to 
work in the kitchen. Men worked both as bakers and dishwashers in 
the adjoining bakery with its large brick oven. Girls were responsible 
for setting and clearing the tables as well as keeping the dining area 
clean. Ella Christensen recalled the typical meals: 

For breakfast: potatoes, bacon and eggs, milk and fruit (when they 
could get it), mostly wild berries and dried apples. In the summer 
they had breakfast at six o'clock. For dinner: boiled beef and veg- 
etable soup was a favorite, pork or mutton, sometimes fish from 
Sevier River, potatoes and gravy, vegetables of all kinds, dry beans 



and hominy, simple puddings, sometimes pie or cookies. For sup- 
per: corn meal mush and milk, no sugar, minute pudding was a 
rare treat, (flour mush served with cinnamon, sugar and cream).27 

Another writer remembered Volney King's long-winded blessings on 
the food: "When the meal was late, the cooks hoped Volney King was 
called on to pray, [but] when the meal was ready and might get cold," 
they wished for anyone but V~lney."~' 

Life in the order was not all work. The senior Thomas King 
supervised the children's games on Saturday afternoons, directing 
them in exercises, ball games, races, and other games with names like 
"Hoist the gate high as the sky," "Let the troops pass:' and "Six sticks." 
If the weather proved inhospitable to outside games, he moved the 
activities indoors. Each Friday night the community held a dance. 
Ella Christensen remembered the "very rigid" rules at these dances- 
swearing, tobacco, and alcohol were strictly forbidden. Except for 
special holidays when they could carry on until midnight, dances 
ended promptly at 10:OO P.M. While the Kingston dances were open 
to anyone who would obey the rules, members of the order were not 
allowed to attend dances in other towns. 

Picnics became another source of entertainment. "Often, horses 
and wagons were loaned to the young people to go on picnic parties," 
Ella remembered. Or they might hike into the foothills to gather pine 
nuts and berries in the fall.29 

At times, some of the details of communal living were neglected, 
with unfortunate consequences. John and Helen King were taking 
care of the cattle in Grass Valley one winter and sent their four chil- 
dren to Kingston to attend school and be cared for by family mem- 
bers there. A friend who took a load of wheat to Kingston went to see 
the children and found them living alone in a little one-room cabin, 
hungry and neglected. He gathered them up immediately and 
returned them to their shocked and angry parents.1° 

The woolen mill was one of the last enterprises to be built and 
did not begin operation until the order was five years old. John and 
William King and several other men drove over 400 head of cattle to 
Nebraska, where they sold them for a good price. They traveled from 
there to Chicago, where they made some purchases for the order. At 
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Lagrange, Illinois, they purchased the woolen mill for $2,000; then 
William and John traveled home by train with the equipment while 
the others made the return trek on horseback. When reassembled, the 
mill included 300 spindles, two carding machines, and vats for 
dying.)' 

Ella Christensen remembered watching with fascination while 
her mother worked in the mill. Occasionally the sixteen-year-old was 
allowed to help with the weaving. When "an epidemic of colds" pre- 
vented some women from working in the mill, Ella asked the bishop 
if she could have enough cloth for a dress if she did the spinning and 
weaving herself. With his approval, she set about her task. 

When I had enough woven for a dress, I took [the cloth] to the 
clerk for inspection, a woman standing nearby objected, claiming 
that she needed the cloth more than I did. She began telling how 
destitute her children were-her tears and lamentations won and 
she got the cloth. Again, I wove another piece, only to have to give 
it up to another woman who, also, was skillful in making pleas. 
The third time I wove my dress pattern, I took it home and noti- 
fied the clerk that I had the cloth. I have my photograph with that 
dress on, and I'm proud of it too. . . . I had spun, woven the mate- 
rial and made the dress.32 



Although Ella Christensen probably did not intend to criticize in 
relaying her experience, it is clear that dissatisfaction had begun to 
creep into the order. Some of the problems came from outside the 
group, however. For example, a band of outlaws known as the 
Marshals reportedly stole sheep and cattle from the order. Also, after 
the wheat harvest one year, a hailstorm with accompanying floods 
washed away the grain. As people began to leave the order, there were 
fewer hands to do all the work. Thomas Rice King died in 1879 at 
Kingston. A grandson, W.F. Olson, lamented: "When Grandfather 
was called to this mission he was [63] years old and suffering from 
heart disease and he died in the God-forsaken flat to which Brigham 
Young had called him. Had Brigham taken him out and had him shot 
it would have been an act of charity, but at that age to send him away 
to that God-forsaken country at the request of jealous church mem- 
bers in old Fillmore was a shame.")) 

Without the leadership of their patriarch the order began to 
flounder. With the leadership in question, some supported William 
King, others backed William's father-in-law, Joel White. King won, 
but the fight had been so bitter that several families left in disgust, 
including Teancum Pratt, brother to Culbert King's plural wife Sarah. 
At its peak the membership stood at 257, but by May 1881 it had 
fallen to 114. The order continued until 1883 with considerable 
infighting and dissention. Even local Relief Society President Susan 
Black resigned over "ill feelings." Apostle Francis M. Lyman finally 
advised the few remaining members to disband.)' 

Many of the order's members who had given their all left with 
next to nothing. Although the Kings did not come out ahead, they 
each received a portion of the remaining assets-valued at 
$26,136.63-in the final settlement: John received $6,165.37 and 
Culbert $4,3 13.26 (including their Grass Valley ranches and homes 
plus some livestock). Volney got his home and forty acres of land as 
part of his $2,636.34 share. Edwin got $5,163.78, which probably 
included the tannery and sawmill. William's settlement of $4,794.91 
included the woolen factory, and Matilda's $2,636.34 included a 
home in Kingston. 

Some order members moved back to old Circleville, others went 
to Coyote or just north of there to what would become Wilmont 



(which was considered part of Coyote at the time). A number of men 
moved their families and houses west to the industrial center where 
they could more easily get work. There they built a new population 
center, which they again called Kingston. Old Kingston became a vir- 
tual ghost.town, with most of its buildings moved to new sites or torn 
down for lumber. 

Many of the Kings remained in Piute County and continued to 
contribute to its progress. William King stayed in the new Kingston, 
where he continued as LDS bishop for another three years before 
serving a mission to the Sandwich Islands with his plural wife Lucy 
Maranda. The thirty Polynesians they brought back to Utah became 
the nucleus of a Polynesian colony named Iosepa in Tooele County's 
Skull Valley. In 1890, at the request of LDS church leaders, William 
King took over the leadership of the colony, which at its peak had 228 
Polynesian  immigrant^.'^ 

Edwin King also stayed in Kingston, running the tannery before 
building a second brick home, which housed a store and post office. 
He served as postmaster for eighteen years. After a piece of grass pen- 
etrated his eye and became infected, he had to have the eye removed. 
He and Isabella raised six children. Later in their lives, they moved to 
Junction where he helped his son-in-law, John Stoney, run a small 

John, Volney, and Culbert King all stayed in Grass Valley with 
their families. The usually light-hearted and jovial John was particu- 
larly bitter over the breakup of the order and suffered large financial 
losses. Turning to drink, "he was nearly beaten to death in a fight with 
a liquor salesman" on one occasion and caused "much heartache 
within his home.'' He also had a passion for horse racing which man- 
ifested itself in heavy gambling. He won or lost up to $500 on a single 
race. His humor sustained him and his family through those difficult 
days. On one occasion when he and his three brothers were traveling 
to Fillmore, where their mother lay seriously ill, they stopped to rest 
at night. John turned to Edwin, who was by then blind in one eye, 
and said, "Edwin, you go take care of the horses and we will go to 
sleep. You have but one eye, so it will only take you half as long as it 
does 



On 24 July 1899 John was in Richfield to pick up supplies. 
According to his daughter, Irene King Read: 

he put his team up for the night and then spread his quilts out in 
the shade and laid down, Someone told the bartender in a saloon 
nearby that there was a sick man who seemed to have plenty of 
money across the street at the barn. The next day John was discov- 
ered dead and the money gone. An autopsy showed he had died of 
poisoned whiskey. Everyone suspected the bartender, but there 
was no way of proving it.38 

Volney King built a home in Wilmont, north of today's 
Antimony. He farmed, raised horses, taught school, served in various 
church positions, and became a politician. In 1879 he was elected 
Piute County selectman (commissioner). In that position he helped 
organize road districts and find financing for construction of new 
roads. He was involved in decisions regarding water rights and issued 
irrigation permits. In 1884 he would become the prosecuting attor- 
ney for the county, and a year later secretary of the People's party. 
When he ran for constable, he didn't vote for himself and ended up 
losing the election by one vote. Later he did run successfully for jus- 
tice of the peace. After the turn of the century he moved his family 
to Wyoming.39 

When the Wilmont Branch in Coyote was reorganized into the 
Marion LDS Ward, Culbert King became the first bishop-a post he 
held for seventeen years. Twelve of those years his wife Esther served 
as Relief Society president. The last years of his life, he was the 
Panguitch Stake patriarch. In those days, LDS ecclesiastical leaders on 
the local levels received some payment for their services. Stake patri- 
archs charged a dollar for each blessing they gave; bishops received 8 
percent of their ward's tithing, while 2 percent of the total that the 
bishops collected went to the stake presidents. Since it has been esti- 
mated that only about 15 to 17 percent of church members paid 
tithing during that time, none of these men got wealthy on what they 
received, but it did help to augment other family income. Larry King 
estimates that, as bishop, Culbert King may have earned as much as 
$200 a yeara40 

Residents of the town also constructed a large bowery covered 



with brush and tree branches for large summer gatherings such as the 
4 and 24 July celebrations. 

Reuben Syrett and two his two sons, Frederick and Ephriam, had 
been part of the united order. Fred operated the burr mill until it was 
replaced by the roller mill. His eldest son, named Reuben for his 
grandfather, is the Ruby Syrett who established Ruby's Inn at Bryce 
Canyon. 

Lower Grass Valley Development 
In late winter of 1880 the children of southern Grass Valley 

began attending the Wilmont School in a one-room log building sit- 
uated on ccClover Flat," one mile southeast of present Otter Creek 
Reservoir and just north of what came to be the Garfield-Piute 
County line. Archie M. Hunter, one of the few settlers not a member 
of the LDS faith, served as the first chairman of the school's board of 
trustees. Carrie Henrie taught these first students. Her salary and 
other school maintenance funds came from private donations. Since 
funds were limited, the children attended school only about five 
months out of the year. The schoolhouse served another function as 
well. In February 1880 twenty-five members met and organized the 
first branch of the LDS church in Grass Valley. John D. Wilcox (who 
left the Kingston United Order in September 1879) became the pre- 
siding elder. 

Later in the spring of 1881 someone discovered antimony (or 
stibnite) up Coyote Canyon, about eight miles from the present town 
of that name. The bluish-white, brittle metal had been used by area 
Native Americans to make weapons and tools. Whether they told the 
settlers about it is not known. Antimony's value, however, was as an 
alloy to strengthen lead and other metals. Since antimony alloys, like 
pewter, expand when cooled, they retain fine details of a mold. Some 
modern-day uses of antimony alloys include bearings, storage barri- 
ers, safety matches, and as a pigment in paint. The first mining com- 
pany to access the ore was the Utah Antimony and Smelting 
Company, which American Antimony Company eventually bought 
out. Active mining of the mineral initially lasted only a few years, 
largely due to a drop in the price of the metal and the high cost of 
shipping it. However, mining activity would later enjoy a resurgence. 



As with many other early Utah settlements, life in southern Grass 
Valley often proved precarious. Except for the antimony mining, a 
sawmill run by James Huff up Coyote Canyon, and a couple of 
dairies, there were few other enterprises except ranching and subsis- 
tence farming. Since the cattle fed on grass almost year round, the 
settlers did not raise hay. 

The men helped one another get their crops in. The grain har- 
vest often did not produce sufficient for local needs, in part because 
farm implements were few and often homemade. It was written that 
in the fall "They cut their grain with a cradle, raked it up with a gar- 
den rake, and bound it by hand. They didn't have twine to bind their 
grain, so they used a little bunch of grain to tie up a b~ndle."~' Later 
on, a Mr. Whittaker would come each season from Circleville with a 
horse-powered threshing machine to thresh the grain. According to 
Kate Effie Wilcox Jolley, when residents ran out of flour during the 
harsh winter months "they made their bread out of shorts, that is, a 
kind of leftover of the grain [the bran and coarse bits left after grind- 
ing]. Sometimes they would gather pig weeds and cook them for 
greens to go with their bread."42 Coyote had no stores, so residents 
went to Kingston for everyday commodities. Many residents of 
southern Grass Valley journeyed to Fillmore or elsewhere to get sup- 
plies each fall. 

In the 1870s a few settlers took up homesteads along the North 
Fork of the Sevier River about six miles north of today's Otter Creek 
Reservoir. This small community of scattered farms had a branch of 
the LDS church formed in the spring of 1882, with George Pectol as 
presiding elder. At first called North Fork and then Wilmont, it would 
later be the unincorporated town of Angle. There was no business 
district, only a post office. By 1915 the post office had become 
defunct, but when the ranchers built a one-room school that year 
they successfully applied again for a post office. Angle was among the 
names suggested for the post office, and it became the name of the 
community. 

Rebirth of Circleville 
As the Kingston United Order rose and fell, Circleville began a 

difficult but steady renewal. When Thomas Day arrived there with his 



families in the fall of 1877, the Kingston United Order on the east 
side of the Sevier River was a going concern, while in Circleville 
proper there were only five or six families. These included the three 
Dalton families and the A.R. McCarthy family, who had located some 
three miles northeast of town. 

Laban Morrill did not write about his sojourn in the Kingston 
United Order in his autobiography, although his membership in 1877 
is documented in the daily journal of the order.43 His son Horatio, 
together with his wife, Sarah Ann Sudweeks, and their four children 
joined a year later." Apparently Laban did not remain with the order 
long, because by the next year he was living in Circleville lamenting 
the lack of faith and diligence among its sparse population. "I had 
found the people in Circleville . . . in a disinterested and lamentable 
condition. . . . there was no school house, meeting house, or public 
building large enough to hold all public assemblies," he wrote.45 Even 
at age sixty-five he was not one to sit on the sidelines when he 
thought things were not right. In the summer of 1878 William King 
appointed Thomas Day to be branch president, making Circleville a 
branch of the Kingston Ward, and the new presiding elder bristled at 
the audacity of a newcomer pointing out deficiencies in the commu- 
nity. 

When the settlers did begin holding church meetings, they were 
held in Charles A. Dalton's home on an irregular basis. Thomas Day 
moved his family to Sanpete County in 1884 and Laban Morrill 
replaced him as branch president. According to Andrew Jensen's his- 
tory of Garfield Stake, that year Laban Morrill, Sr., purchased thirty 
acres on the east side of the main road through Circleville and sub- 
divided it into building lots. Charles Dalton donated two acres of 
adjoining land for a meetinghouse. Each member of the community 
contributed three hewn logs plus labor to build a small log structure 
to be used as a school, church, and community building. Henrietta 
Pearson became the first teacher in the Circleville school. The build- 
ing had a dirt roof that was later replaced with shingles. Eventually 
another room would be added, giving the structure a T shape. Two 
teachers were hired at that time, Richard Horn from Beaver and O.U. 
Bean. Others who followed included Elvira Day Morgan, Isaac Caffel, 



and R.T. Thurber, who taught and graduated the first eighth-grade 

Although mail was delivered in Circleville, the town did not get a 
post office until April 1883. Daniel S. Gillies became the first post- 
master. Laban D. Morrill replaced him in November 1885 and con- 
tinued until he moved to Junction in October 1887 and James Wiley 
took over. 

Thomas Day returned to Circleville from Gunnison in the fall of 
1886 and "immediately commenced agitating for a Ward organiza- 
tion at Circleville." The next year, the Kingston Ward was dissolved 
(and with it the Circleville and Junction branches) and two new 
wards organized under the direction of Mormon Apostle Heber J. 
Grant. Grant appointed James E. Peterson as bishop of Circleville, 
with Laban Morrill, Jr., and Daniel S. Gillies as counselors. In 
1888-89, for the first time in many years, Circleville had a good har- 
vest. A Mr. Gillis (perhaps Daniel S. Gillies) subdivided a section on 
the west side the main road and began to sell lots. Soon a number of 
new homes went up, making, as one writer put it, "quite a village."47 

Entertainment in Circleville was not unlike that in most Utah 
towns of the pioneer period. They had candy pulls, shooting compe- 
titions where young men vied for free suppers and dances with the 
young women, quilting bees, rag bees (where women tore old clothes 
and worn-out bedding into strips and made rag rugs from them), hay 
rides, foot and horse races, horseshoe pitching, and of course dances. 
Early on, dances were held in private homes. Dancing and horse rat- 

ing were most popular. Major holidays often featured races during 
the day, followed by an all-night dance. As one town historian 
observed, "There was little if any social distinction among the merry 
town, even the old bachelors came in for their share of dancing and 
good old rye." When Orson Dalton built a dance hall in the early 
1890s, Circleville became the envy of other Piute comm~nities.'~ 
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A s  Circleville, Kingston, Antimony, Otter Creek, Greenwich, 
Box Creek, and Koosharem were being settled, others began home- 
steading along the Sevier River, and the town of Junction came into 
being. With the exception of some of the mining camps and towns, 
all the communities in Piute County initially experienced steady 
growth. Log cabins and adobe houses were replaced by larger lumber 
and brick homes, schools improved, farms became better established 
and more productive with the arrival of technology, and new busi- 
nesses opened. In the last two decades of the nineteenth century Piute 
County towns came of age. 

Junction 
The town of Junction is situated about 1.5 miles west of the con- 

fluence of the east and west forks of the Sevier River, and takes its 
name from that junction. The town sits in a small valley about eight 
miles long and about two miles wide. Its water supply comes from 
City Creek, which flows eastward from the Mount Baldy Range into 
the Sevier River about two miles below the confluence of the two 
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forks. The creek gave the town its first nameof City Creek. Later it 
became known as West Junction, with East Junction being a small 
farming settlement of a dozen or so families near the river itself. 

One of those families was that of Charles Harris, who arrived 
with his wife, Louisa Maria Hall, in 1877, settling on a 640-acre 
"squatters claim" of "choice grass and farming land." The couple had 
nine children at the time, and their son Silas Albert Harris remem- 
bered that while "the move greatly improved the living conditions," 
it deprived the Harris children of further schooling or religious train- 
ing for a number of years. Charles did build an extra room on the 
house for a family school, where the older girls taught the younger 
ones. This, coupled with sending some of the children to Monroe and 
Richfield each year, helped in educating the Harris children, and the 
family would eventually produce six school teachers.' 

The cattle ranch and one owned by Charles Harris's brother 
Dennison made up the greater part of the land now covered by Piute 
Reservoir. The two brothers constructed a storage pond which uti- 
lized a number of small springs, giving them "an unlimited source of 
irrigation water." They built "miles and miles of pole fence, affording 
pasture and wild hay meadow for more cattle than [they] could 
acquire.'' Silas continued: "We lived on this ranch ten years doing no 
other work than fencing, putting up hay, and tending cattle and 
horses." Silas and his brothers amused themselves with lassoing suck- 
ers with a fine wire on the end of a birch rod in the crystal clear irri- 
gation pond and fishing for the plentiful trout as well. "The older 
boys and father took more ducks and deer than could be put to ben- 
eficial use at times," he reported. Louisa made pillows from feathers 
of the wild ducks and geese and they sold the deer hides. Silas also 
trapped muskrats along the river and sold the cured pelts for five 
cents each. From these sales and those of butter and cheese, the fam- 
ily had money for shoes and outer clothing. The ranch also served as 
a way-station for travelers to Arizona, who camped in the Harris's 
meadows and purchased dairy products from the family. 

Silas remembered that his mother worked harder than anyone in 
the family, "converting the milk from fifteen to twenty cows into but- 
ter and cheese," and doing the cooking, washing, and all the sewing 
for the large family. "She was visited by the stork twice after moving 



to the ranch. . . . This completed mother's family of eleven. . . . Rarely 
if ever, did any of the boys profane the name of Deity," Silas wrote. 
"Never to my knowledge was any of my brothers drunk," although "it 
is a matter of regret that three of them dabbled more or less with 
toba~co."~ 

Water records show that brothers Walter, Alva, and Paul Price 
were also homesteading the grasslands east of City Creek in 1875. 
They had been attracted to the area by the promise of gold but soon 
decided that horse ranching might be surer way to make a living. Alva 
built the first home in West Junction. Walter did not find gold in 
Piute County, but at age thirty-six he did find a wife: Sarah Malisa 
Davis, the sixteen-year-old daughter of Alexander George and Emily 
Frances Oliver Davis, who were also early Junction settlers. After 
rustlers forced him out of the horse-raising business, Walter Price 
tried his hand at mining again; but, with the same success as before, 
he returned to ranching-this time cattle. By then his brothers had 
moved on to Colorado, leaving their shares of the homestead to 
Walter. He augmented the meager ranching income with various odd 
jobs such as hauling posts from the mountain and grubbing sage- 
brush for one dollar a day, sometimes clearing an acre in a single day.' 

Another early Junction family arrived in December 1878- 
Lyman Lorenzo Johnson and his wife, Elizabeth Dalley. The Johnsons 
homesteaded 120 acres near the river about three miles south of the 
junction. They also filed on an additional eighty acres about a mile 
south of today's Junction. Lyman's brother Charles helped him and 
the other settlers dig an irrigation canal from the river. It took several 
years to complete, as about two miles of it had to be dug out of a 
rocky sidehill. 

Around 1878 the people of East Junction purchased a log house 
and turned it into a school. Mariah Elder was the first teacher at that 
school. Others who taught there were Henry Hudson Black, Naoma 
King, Ella Harmon Kinner, Murray King, and Clifford King. At first 
a post office was installed at the East Junction site, but it was moved 
to City Creek in 1880. The post office kept the name of Junction, and 
before long City Creek was known only as Junction. The settlers 
would eventually abandon the old river site, minimizing future con- 
fusion over all the junctions. Some moved to the new Junction and 



others were absorbed in the new Kingston community when the 
united order was dissolved. 

When Laban Morrill moved from Circleville, he built a home for 
each of his wives in Junction. Permilia's was made of adobe; Lydia 
and her family lived about three miles southeast of Junction until 
Laban could build a brick house for her in town. He paid a worker 
twenty cents a day to mix and carry mortar and bricks for the house. 
He also planted the first orchard in the county about a mile from 
Junction along the banks of Oak Creek and was responsible for plant- 
ing many of the cottonwood trees that lined the streets of Junction. 

Charles Morrill, fourth son of Laban and Permilia, followed his 
father to Piute County, arriving from Cedar City in 1877 to settle in 
Junction. He married Ann Elizabeth Sudweeks and the couple had 
two daughters, one of whom died as an infant. Ann died at age thirty 
and Charles married Florence Helen Hoyt. They became the parents 
of three children. The Morrills were farmers and Charles became very 
active in the Republican party. He was elected county treasurer and 
town president, and also served two terms in the Utah State 
Legislat~re.~ 

Another of Laban and Permilia's sons, John Morrill, together 
with his wife Esther Ellis LeBaron Morrill, arrived in the area in the 
spring of 1879. John was a big man physically and, like his father 
before him, he was a farmer and a leader. A year after his arrival, he 
and Lyman Johnson surveyed the townsite of Junction. When 
Junction was still part of the Kingston LDS Ward, he served as first 
counselor to Bishop William King. The women of Junction had a 
Relief Society as early as November 1880, with Sarah P. Sudweeks as 
president; Permelia Morrill and Hanna Sudweeks were her coun- 
selors. The society began with six members and increased to eighteen 
by the end of the year. Two of the women subscribed to the Women's 
Exponent, a precursor to the later Relief Society Magazine, and passed 
them among the other members to read.5 

A new log cabin in 1883 served as a church for Junction where 
the Sunday School and Relief Society meetings were held. The 
women alternated their meetings between Junction and Kingston. 
Junction was organized as an independent ward on 29 March 1887 
and included the area that had been the old Kingston ward. Rufus 



Alburn Allen, who was bishop at Kingston after William King left on 
his mission to the Sandwich Islands, became bishop of the new 
Junction Ward. He chose John Morrill as his first counselor, and he 
served until 1895 when the Kingston Ward was reinstated with Allen 
as bishop. John Morrill then became bishop of the Junction Ward- 
a position he held for nineteen years. He was elected to several county 
offices, including county clerk, recorder, and treasurer. As the second 
postmaster in Junction for thirty-two years, Morrill followed John S. 
Bolls who served from 1879 to 1890. 

John Morrill built a classic two-story brick home on Junction's 
main street. (The home would be added to the National Register of 
Historic Places in 1992 and restored by Karen Kaufman). The 
Morrills raised ten children, including an adopted daughter, in 
Junction. Esther, known as Aunt Ella, served as a midwife, delivering 
babies and caring for the ill. 

Robert Patterson Wooley and Martha Jane Reagen Wooley 
arrived in Junction about 1885. At first they lived in a house east of 
town, but they later bought a boardinghouse in the center of town 
where Clella Harris would later live. It had stables and a feed yard 
for horses. Martha had a large garden, a berry patch, and chickens 
which provided food for the family and travelers alike. A shy man 
who never learned to read or write, Robert did not like to be in the 
public eye. 

Arthur, the youngest of Martha and Robert Wooley's ten chil- 
dren, hired out as a sheep herder at age fourteen. He married a 
hometown girl, Martha Pearl Draper, who came from a large family 
as well. Her father, William Lothrop, had three wives and twenty-nine 
children. Her mother, Ellen Alvina Wilhelm, was Lothrop's second 
wife, and Martha was the ninth of her eleven children. William died 
in 1886, leaving Ellen with seven children still at home. 

Mrhen Martha was ten, her mother married Michael Stoker of 
Junction, and he moved the family there. Stoker resented having to 
help raise Ellen's children, so they placed Martha and her sister Ida 
in homes where they could work for their room and board and a few 
extra pennies. Horace and Izola Morrill took Martha in to help with 
their own six children for awhile. Martha and Ida lived with a num- 
ber of different families as they were growing up. "Some families I 
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worked for had nine children and the washing had to be done on the 
board. The highest wage I ever got was $1.50," recalled Martha. By the 
time she was fifteen, Ellen and Michael Stoker had divorced and the 
sisters returned home to their mother's one-room log house with a 
dirt floor. Ellen made carpets and braided rugs for a living. Martha 
worked at the Junction Equitable Co-op and earned twelve dollars a 
month, with a raise to fifteen dollars after three months-enough to 
buy her own clothes and pay her mother for her board. At age 
twenty-one, Martha married Arthur A. W~oley.~ 

Junction had a new post office by 1887. A buggy pulled by a team 
of horses brought the mail, and the carrier usually had paying pas- 
sengers as well. They would stay overnight in one of the town's three 
hotels until the mail buggy left the next morning. The post office 
stood on Main Street and had a confectionery in part of the build- 
ing, so the arrival of the mail became a social occasion with people 
visiting and eating refreshments from the confectionery while the 
postmaster sorted the mail. When the mail was ready, the postmas- 
ter opened the window to the line that had formed and handed each 
person their mail and newspaper subscriptions.' 

Medical Practitioners and Practices 
When babies were born, or epidemics swept through commu- 

nities, or people became ill with undiagnosed maladies, or acci- 
dents happened, the people had only the aid of midwives and 
others who had a natural gift for medicine. Esther Ellis LeBaron 
Morrill, Mary Elizabeth Keele McIntosh, Martha Ann Whitlock, 
and Elizabeth Ann Anderson Harris were all from Junction. 
According to Harris's diary, she delivered over 500 babies. 
Catherine Sorensen served the Koosharem area as a nurselmidwife. 
These women hitched a buggy or climbed on a horse to attend a 
birth or sick person.' 

Midwives and nurses often used remedies made from herbs 
grown in their own gardens. For example, saffron tea was given to 
new babies to clear their skin. Yarrow tea made a good tonic. 
Smashed yarrow leaves could be used as an ointment. A tea of "tame 
sage" treated colds and fever; mixed with wild grape root and honey, 
the tame sage tonic became a remedy for canker. A good laxative 



could be made from ground dried rhubarb stems added to soda and 
magnesia. Various bark, roots, and berries all had different medicinal 
uses. 

Dr. Frank James Lyon was the first licensed medical doctor to 
practice in Piute County. He graduated from Denver Medical College 
in March 1893 and set up his Piute County practice. Judge Joseph S. 
Wing practiced medicine in the county without formal training or a 
license from the time of his arrival in the late 1860s until 1894, when 
he was granted a license as a non-graduate practitioner of medicine. 

The medicines available to doctors until well into the twentieth 
century were basic. Alcohol was used as both a disinfectant and a 
sedative, whiskey being its most common form. Whiskey mixed with 
honey also served as a cough medicine. Epsom salts served as a 
purgative. Hot water in which Epsom salts were dissolved was used 
to soak an infected hand or foot. Teeth were usually pulled without 
a sedative, unless the patient was willing to take a couple of good 
swigs of whiskey. The advent of aspirin made it possible to ease 
minor pain. Liniments were applied to aching joints and mixed with 
hot water for stomach cramps.' 

Some of these remedies worked and some didn't. Often there was 
nothing anyone could do for a badly injured or very ill person. 
Mothers held babies in their arms and watched life slip away. Fathers 
watched childbed fever take their wives. Whole families of children 
could be orphaned either by epidemics that swept through the 
county's tiny communities or by a combination of any number of 
accidents and maladies. Neither life nor death came easy for the pio- 
neers. 

Petitioning for Change 
Throughout the last three decades of the nineteenth century, a 

number of petitions and counterpetitions concerning Piute County 
found their way to the territorial legislature for action. In January 
1878 Joseph H. Wright and twenty others petitioned the legislature 
for a change in the southern boundary of Sevier County, which 
would annex Koosharem. Although the Council (Senate) approved 
the petition, the House rejected it, and, for the time, Koosharem 
remained in Piute County. 
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The next day, Thomas Rice King presented a petition asking that 
the Piute County seat be moved from Marysvale to Junction. The 
move was approved by the Committee on Counties on 11 February, 
but the full Council did not concur. The House requested a confer- 
ence to settle the issue, and on 22 February the legislature as a whole 
voted to change the county seat to Junction. Governor George Emery 
approved the bill that same day.1° 

Another petition from William Morrison and 115 other citizens 
from Sevier and Piute Counties went before the legislature on 18 
February 1878. It requested $3,000 for a road through Marysvale 
Canyon. The following day, Erastus Snow, chairman of the 
Committee on Claims and Appropriations, responded favorably, rec- 
ommending that $2,500 be appropriated for that purpose: "Such a 
road has long been felt a necessity, and would be hailed by all settlers 
on the line of the Sevier, and the travel to and from Eastern part of 
Iron and Kane Counties and Arizona and New Mexico, as a valuable 
public improvement, avoiding the present circuitous and difficult 
mountain road."ll For some reason, however, the appropriation for 
the road did not materialize in that session. In 1882 the legislature 
did authorize $1,000 to build a road from Clear Creek south through 
the canyon to Marysvale. 

By the late 1870s the first homesteaders moved into the far east- 
ern edge of what was then Piute County and would become the 
upper reaches of San Juan County. Among them were the Tom Ray, 
Cornelius Maxwell, and Bill McCarty families, all of whom settled 
around today's town of La Sal. Permanent settlement had also begun 
of the central portion of Piute County beyond Grass Valley and the 
Parker Mountains in what would become Wayne County. The logis- 
tics of governing a county that stretched from the Tushar Mountains 
to the Colorado border over some of the regionk most difficult land- 
scape soon became evident, and this may be what prompted a move- 
ment to relocate the county seat from Junction farther east to 
Koosharem. Three petitions with a total of 180 signatures were pre- 
sented to the territorial legislature requesting such a move in January 
1880. The issue was referred to the Committee on Counties for con- 
sideration. On 5 February the committee recommended that the 
county seat not be changed.12 The formation of San Juan County that 



same month took the Piute County land east of the Colorado River, 
adding to it parts of Sevier, Garfield, Kane, and Iron Counties. 

Eight years later, on 1 March 1888, L.G. Long and John Morrill 
presented two more petitions with a total of 219 signatures to the 
Utah Legislative Assembly asking that Piute County be divided. The 
petitions were referred to the Committee on Counties, with no 
immediate action being taken.13 On 3 February 1892, some 200 resi- 
dents from the east side of the Parker Mountains petitioned the ter- 
ritorial legislature to create a new county which would include their 
area of Piute County and part of Garfield County. Two weeks later, 
John Morrill and eighty-seven others countered that proposal with 
their own petition protesting the boundary modification; but this 
time the winds of change prevailed. In May of that year Wayne 
County, which claimed the land east of Grass Valley and the Parker 
Range to the Colorado River, came into being, leaving Piute County 
only one-sixth of its original size.'" Junction would remain the county 
seat. Piute County became the second-smallest county in the state, 
covering only 763 square miles-mostly mountains. Its north and 
south boundaries would be lines of contention with Sevier and 
Garfield Counties over the next hundred years.15 

The House Committee on Ways and Means reported in 1894 on 
two petitions from residents in Piute and Sevier Counties again ask- 
ing for appropriations to build a road along the Sevier River between 
Marysvale and Joseph. Although the committee saw merit in the 
request, "under the present conditions of the Territorial finances" 
they considered it "impra~ticable.'"~ 

Polygamy Raids 
The 1880s brought a new threat to the stability of many Mormon 

communities throughout the territory. LDS church members con- 
sidered the practice of plural marriage to be a divinely inspired tenet 
of their religion; however, outsiders regarded it not only as an abom- 
ination but a violation of the law of the land. Congress passed, and 
President Lincoln signed, the Morrill Anti-Bigamy Act in 1862-ten 
years after the church's first public announcement on plural mar- 
riage. But that law included few enforcement provisions, and Latter- 
day Saints gave it little heed. Besides, the rest of the nation was 



preoccupied with the Civil War and then Reconstruction. But when 
LDS church leaders decided to test the constitutionality of certain 
sections of the Morrill Act, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled against the 
church, causing antagonism towards polygamy to intensify. 

Congress next passed the Edmunds Act of 1882, which made 
unlawful cohabitation a misdemeanor subject to imprisonment and 
fines, disfranchised polygamists, and prohibited them from holding 
public office or serving on juries. Along with these provisions, a 
board of five presidential appointees, known as the Utah 
Commission, replaced election officers in the territory.17 

The anti-polygamy raids on Mormon households began 
throughout the territory in 1883. It became a time of turmoil for 
many families, as fathers-and sometimes mothers-went into hid- 
ing, causing both emotional and financial hardships for many. 
Deputy U.S. marshals, who were paid well for apprehending polyga- 
mists, were determined in their efforts, and Piute Latter-day Saints 
were as committed to frustrating those efforts as were other 
Mormons in counties throughout the territory. 

Isabelle (Belle) Maria Harris was sixteen when her family moved 
from Parowan to Piute County to start a farm along the Sevier River 
near Junction. At age eighteen she became the third wife of Clarence 
Merrill. The marriage proved unhappy for Belle, and after she 
became pregnant with her second child, she decided to seek a divorce 
and return to her family in Junction. There she gave birth to her sec- 
ond son, Horace, on 19 July 1882. When the baby was only two weeks 
old, the county sheriff served her with a subpoena to appear in 
Beaver before a grand jury to answer questions about polygamy. Her 
case was deferred until the following spring because of her young 
baby. 

LDS Church President John Taylor granted the divorce decree on 
15 April 1883. The following month Belle's father accompanied her 
to Beaver. Although she was now divorced &om Clarence Merrill, she 
refused to answer any questions about their relationship. She was 
charged with contempt of court, sentenced to four months impris- 
onment, and fined twenty-five dollars. She was taken into custody 
that day and on 18 May she entered the Utah Territorial 



Penitentiary-the first woman prisoner of that institution. Horace 
accompanied her and had his first birthday behind prison bars. 

Mormon women leaders including Eliza R. Snow, Emmeline B. 
Wells, Isabelle Horne, Josephine Smith, and Zina D. Young visited her 
regularly, as did a constant stream of lawyers. Her arresting officer 
also came from time to time, always hoping to get a confession from 
her, as the longer she stayed behind prison walls, the more embar- 
rassing it became for those who put her there. By the time her release 
came after three and a half months in prison, Belle had become a 
celebrity of sorts. Newspapers across the country carried her story, 
which garnered a good deal of sympathy. She later settled in 
Monroe.18 

Charles Harris was fifty-four and living temporarily in Richfield 
after selling his Piute County ranch when he took sixteen-year-old 
Elizabeth Ann Anderson as his plural wife on 10 April 1888. 
Elizabeth, or Aunt Lizzy, as she was commonly known, gave birth to 
four of Harris's children while he was forced to live a life of exile in 
Colorado, Wyoming, Idaho, and Farmington, Utah, and then serve a 
term in the Utah penitentiary for unlawful cohabitation. After his 
release from prison, his first wife Louisa Harris moved with her 
youngest children to Provo, where they could receive proper school- 
ing, and Charles settled in Junction to live the rest of his life with 
Elizabeth. After his death in 19 16, Elizabeth married twice more, but 
she remained in Junction and continued to serve as a midwife. She 
died at age sixty-three and is buried near her first two husbands in 
the Harris Cemetery north of Junction.19 

One tactic the LDS church used to protect polygamists from 
arrest was to send them on missions. James E. Peterson of Grass 
Valley was called on a mission to the southern states to avoid prose- 
cution, then was asked to return and take the position of bishop of 
the newly organized Circleville Ward. He moved his family and house 
to Circleville. With his brother, he marked the logs on his home and 
dismantled it. Men from Circleville hauled the logs and helped him 
reconstruct the two-room house across the street from the 
church/school building. 

Similarly, Isaac Riddle left for the eastern states on a mission, but 
he was arrested after his return, fined $300, and served five months 
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in the penitentiary from 30 September 1887 to 29 February 1888. 
William King suffered a similar fate. His departure to the Sandwich 
Islands in October 1886 came after he had successfully eluded the 
marshals for ten months. Even so, he was arrested several months 
after his return and fined $400, which he never paid. The court dis- 
missed his case after he died.20 

Culbert King did not fare well either. The most-married of 
Thomas Rice King's children, he had three wives-Eliza Esther 
McCullough, Elizabeth Ann Callister, and Sarah Elizabeth Pratt. 
Culbert went into hiding in the mountains to escape arrest, but he 
made clandestine visits to his family, often staying only a few steps 
ahead of the arresting officers. Once the marshals went to Volney 
King's house looking for him. When Volney's wife Eliza denied hav- 
ing seen her brother-in-law or knowing of his whereabouts, her 
seven-year-old son said, "Why, Mom, Uncle Culbert was just here and 
when he left he headed down the lane." Family lore says the young- 
ster later received a spanking, "not for telling the truth, but for con- 
tradicting his mother."21 

Culbert's family members were fierce in their loyalty to him, so 
much so that they became rather militant in their dealings with the 
authorities looking for him. Fearful that someone would get hurt, he 
finally turned himself in. He was fined $300 plus an additional 
$1 12.50 for court costs-neither of which sums were ever paid. He 
entered the penitentiary on Christmas Day 1885 and served six 
months, being released on 28 June 1886. One of his wives, Sarah, gave 
birth to a daughter while her husband was imprisoned. A hero's wel- 
come with public speeches and a picnic greeted Culbert on his return 
home. The unrepentant man fathered two more children by two of 
his wives after his release.22 

Richard Henry Sudweeks of Kingston and his wife Maria Elder 
were arrested on charges of unlawful cohabitation, taken to Beaver, 
and arraigned on 30 August 1886, where Sudweeks was indicted on 
three counts of unlawful cohabitation. The couple were released after 
posting bond, only to be arrested again two weeks later. Sudweeks 
was charged on a fourth count of unlawful cohabitation and Maria 
for resisting the officers when they arrested her husband. On 25 
September he was sentenced to eight months in the penitentiary and 



a $600 fine. He only served five months of his term, being released on 
26 March 1887. Three years later, on 15 May 1890, Richard's father, 
Henry Sudweeks, began serving a three-year term in the penitentiary. 
He served a little over a year before being released on 27 June 189 1 ." 

At the time of Laban Morrill's arrest in March 1885 he was sev- 
enty-one years old and had been married to Permelia Drury for 
forty-one years and to Lydia Davis for thirty-one years." There is no 
record of him serving any time in prison. It appears that with his 
advancing age and his eyesight dim with cataracts, he chose to 
divorce Lydia rather than go to prison. Their divorce became final on 
9 June 1886. He apparently did not live with Lydia after that time, but 
he and Permilia continued to visit her and he still referred to her as 
his wife. An example of this is found in his autobiography when he 
wrote of Permilia's death: 

On the 6th of September 1892, my wife Permelia and I had been 
spending the day at my wife Lydia's place. Just as we started home, 
at about 4 P.M. and while [crossing] a bad place in the ditch, 
Permelia partly fell from her seat, striking her left side against the 
wheel of the cart. . . . At first we did not realize the extent of her 
hurt. . . . [A] t 9 o'clock P.M. her sweet spirit took its flight. 

Lydia died a year later, on 11 September 1893. Laban lost his eyesight 
completely but went about town with his grandchildren as his guides. 
He could go from his old adobe house to his daughter's by grasping a 
stick that was attached with a ring to a wire stretched between the 
two houses. He died on 8 December 1900-his eighty-sixth birth- 
day.25 

The polygamy raids, together with other provisions of the 
Morrill Anti-bigamy Act, put enormous pressure on the Mormon 
church. Church president Wilford Woodruff finally acquiesced when 
he issued the Manifesto. Dated 6 October 1890, this document 
advised Mormons not to contract new polygamous marriages. 
Although church members ratified the measure, many continued to 
live in polygamy. Some church leaders and members even contracted 
polygamous unions after that date, resulting in continued conviction 
and prison time for many of the offenders. Even so, the Manifesto, 
which removed the responsibility for any new polygamous marriages 
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from the church to the individuals, helped mollify opposition to 
Utah's bid for statehood. 

One more hurdle remained before Utah could become a state, 
however-the Mormon propensity to vote as a group. The church 
disbanded the Mormon People's party and encouraged its members 
to join either the Republican or Democratic parties. After a half-cen- 
tury of struggle, Utah would became a state on 4 January 1896. 

On the Threshold of Statehood 
Kingston residents replaced their pioneer church and school with 

a new brick church around 1895. Jorgen Peterson made the bricks for 
the church and many of the town's homes. He used wooden boxes 
into which he placed clay and water. The box was rigged with a 
wooden paddle inside which was attached to a "sweep" that a horse 
could be hitched to. The horse would then pull the sweep around in a 
circle, mixing the mud thoroughly. The compound was then placed 
in brick-sized molds and laid out to dry. The dry adobes were then 
fired in a large kiln. The kiln would be sealed with mud, and pine 
wood was fed in the tunnels until the adobes were burned into brick. 
Brothers Henry and Joseph Johnson from Circleville were the masons 
who laid the brick. A new brick school also was built about 1895. 

Bachelor carpenter and Frenchman Edward (Ned) De Sauls had 
remained in Kingston and continued to build houses and furniture 
for area residents. He had a large garden and drove a horse and buggy 
about the valley marketing his produce. Bishop Rufus Alburn Allen 
hired him to do the carpentry work on his new brick house across 
the street from the new church, but didn't want any "stylish work" in 
the finishing of the house. De Sauls told him he would not do the job 
unless he could build as he wanted. The finished structure had lovely 
cornices decorated with numerous wooden balls that were still 
admired years later." 

Jan Jochemson Akkerman, a Dutch convert who anglicized his 
name to John J. Ackerman, came to Piute County with his family for 
a brief period in the mid- 1880s before moving on to Wayne County 
and then to Washington County. Unable to make an adequate living 
at either place, he returned to Piute County near Kingston in the 
early 1890s with his wife, Nettie DeGroot, and four young children, 



The Piute County Courthouse. (Utah State Historical Society) 

Jeannie, who was John's daughter by his first marriage (his first two 
wives died), Joseph, Annie, and Parley. 

The couple spoke English poorly and had a hard time under- 
standing it, making communication with others difficult. The 
Ackermans had problems acquiring property because they had no 
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The courtroom inside the Piute County Courthouse. (Utah State Historical 
Society) 

capital with which to purchase land and, because they were not 
U.S. citizens, they were not eligible to homestead. Kingston bishop 
Rufus Allen suggested the Ackermans homestead 160 acres in his 
name, then, when Ackerman had proven up on it in five years, 
Allen would apply for the deed and they would divide the land. 
The bishop also gave Ackerman ten shares of additional water 
rights.27 

The land on which John Ackerman settled his family had a knoll 
on the east side, with sagebrush to the north and a meadow directly 
south. The west half of the plot had a creek that ran through it, pro- 
viding ample water for crops. He built a one-room log house on the 
north side of the knoll, turned the forty acres below it into a large 
garden and pasture, and dug ditches to irrigate the remaining 
acreage, where he planted his fields. His wife gave birth in the log 
cabin to the couple's last four children.28 To make ends meet, John 
would hire out to grub brush for $1.50 a day. Nettie kept the little 
house clean and tidy and also took in washing, for which she too 
received $1.50 a day. The children had chores typical of that day; also 
typical were the ways they entertained themselves. One recalled, "We 



had a simple, but wholesome life. Our brothers and sisters were our 
best friends. We didn't socialize very much because of work on the 
farm and di~tance."'~ 

Sometimes in rural communities where a man's word and a 
handshake were all that an agreement stood upon, misunder- 
standings occurred. People with otherwise laudable lives created 
bad situations for their neighbors. Apparently the Ackermans 
applied for and received their U.S. citizenship; in any event, he 
received a deed to the property he had homesteaded. He was will- 
ing to divide the land with Bishop Allen, because that is what they 
agreed upon, but the bishop wanted to divide the property so the 
Ackermans had the half with their house, garden, and meadow and 
he had the eighty acres of farmland with the stream and irrigation 
rights. Ackerman protested the division. Nettie suggested dividing 
the land so each party had some dry land and some farmland. 
When her husband and Allen could not settle the dispute them- 
selves it went before the Panguitch Stake High Council in March 
1901. The decision divided the farm and dry land equably, but it 
gave the bishop the parcel on which Ackerman's house stood, and 
the additional water. 

Another meeting was scheduled for 15 March, probably to bring 
closure on the issue. Determined that Allen would not have their 
home, the Ackermans took it apart and rebuilt it on the south side of 
the knoll. The job took longer than the two weeks the high council 
allotted for the final settlement, so the couple chose not to appear at 
the court. Embarrassed by their poor skills in English, they believed 
they could not influence the decision further anyway. The minutes 
record the high council's reaction: "Brother and Sister Ackerman 
failed to appear and so both John and Nettie Ackerman were excom- 
municated for failing to do prior requirements by this date and fail- 
ing to appear."30 

Remarkably, the experience did not leave John and Nettie 
Ackerman bitter. John continued to try to pay tithing and would take 
his in-kind produce to the tithing office, but his donation would 
always be refused. When his son, Joe, asked him why he insisted on 
taking his tithing in, John replied, "I owe it to the 

The Ackermans decided to sell their homestead to Preston 
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Sudweeks and move to Johns Valley in 19 1 1. When they took their 
deed of land to John Luke to have the title transferred, he was aston- 
ished. "How could you steal that land with this kind of a deed?" The 
gossip that the Ackerman's had stolen Rufus Allen's property had 
become a general belief in the community. For some reason-prob- 
ably because he did not understand its importance-Ackerman had 
not taken the deed to any of the meetings. In 1914 Bishop George 
Black of the Antimony Ward successfully worked to have John and 
Nettie Ackerman rein~tated.~~ 

Piute Schools 
As Utah prepared for statehood and the coming of a new cen- 

tury, a number of changes affected the quality of schools in Piute 
County. In 1880 the territorial legislature passed a law providing free 
public schools in Utah. That year, Joseph H. Wright replaced Charles 
Merrill as Piute County School Superintendent. Wright began with 
an increase in salary from twelve dollars to twenty dollars a year; he 
was followed by L.G. Long, who took the job for twenty-five dollars 
in 1883. 

The superintendency was not an easy assignment for someone 
who took it seriously. In a report to the territorial superintendent of 
district schools, Long outlined what he saw as some of the major 
problems: "As to the standard of education in the county, it is gener- 
ally in a low condition." He blamed the lack of qualified teachers. 
Because wages were so low and competent teachers almost nonexis- 
tent in the communities, they had to hire "cheap teachers" from the 
outside. These teachers had to be paid in cash-something in short 
supply in a limited farming economy. The schools, Long said, "are 
almost destitute of all kinds of apparatus, few of them having as 
much as a blackboard." 

By 1890 the county had 3,280 inhabitants, and providing an edu- 
cation for county children was a priority. Long had stepped down as 
superintendent in 1888, then took the job again in 1891. Peter E. 
Olsen served in the interim. When Long returned to office he con- 
tinued his quest for better schools and was able to get a county school 
tax of three mills on the dollar, amounting to $500 to $600 a year, 
which helped make up the shortfall between the state appropriations 



and what the schools actually needed. Teacher certification, which 
also came into play during Long's tenure, also helped raise the stan- 
dard of education in Piute County. 

Marysvale had a one-room lumber school, and a Mrs. Fishbeck 
is said to have been the first teacher there; but there is no further 
information about her or the school. The school was replaced by a 
three-room log building. It was probably during the interim years 
between the time the old school closed and the newer school was 
built that a Methodist day school came into being, for there is no 
record of a public school in Marysvale between 1890 and 1897. 

As a mining town, Marysvale attracted a number of settlers who 
were not Mormons. Methodists played an important role in estab- 
lishing both a school and church there. Duncan J. Frews was the first 
Methodist circuit preacher who held services in Marysvale on a reg- 
ular basis. As early as 1880 Reverend D. J. McMillan founded a church 
and mission school in Richfield, where he preached on Sundays. 
During the week he rode a circuit which took him to Gunnison on 
Monday, back to Richfield on Wednesdays, and then later in the week 
to Monroe and Marysvale. By 1890 G.W. Cohagen, pastor in Monroe, 
preached in both Marysvale and Grass Valley. In 189 1 the only school 
in Marysvale was a day school taught by Lulu Christensen of the 
Woman's Missionary Society. The following year she taught thirty- 
one students. 

By 1897 Marysvale again had a public school, with fifty-two stu- 
dents taught by the two Mickelson brothers from Ephriam. The 
Methodist day school continued to operate well into the twentieth 
century. Erma Osborn took over the day school in 1904 and H.H. 
Hansen became the pastor. Lulu Cole took charge of the school in 
1906 and Lulu Gamble in 1909; the latter taught some thirty pupils. 
In the interim between Cole and Gamble, Elida Mork ran the 

Although the population of Bullion City waned toward the end 
of the nineteenth century, the school there continued to operate on 
a regular basis until the early 1920s, then intermittently for several 
more years until it closed completely." 

School was held in the old T-shaped Koosharem school until 
1906, when a new structure replaced it. William Seegmiller, the for- 
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mer superintendent of the Sevier County School District, dedicated 
the new building on 29 September of that year. Circleville still used 
its 1885 school, which was called the Lost Creek School, when a sec- 
ond log school was built across the river to the east. Nellie Brere 
taught the first classes in little East Circleville School when it opened 
in 1892. Elsie Meeks Simkins was one of the young scholars who 
attended the East Circleville school. She recalled that all the schools of 
that era were in session only six months of the year. Like other Piute 
County schoolchildren, she scrambled for whatever books were avail- 
able. Like other parents, Elsie's paid about three dollars for each of 
two quarters.35 The one-room log building had not been in use long 
when the people decided to build a larger lumber school. They 
painted it blue. The little log cabin became a private residence when 
the students moved to the new school. 

In Circleville, as elsewhere in country schools, teachers were 
sometimes from the town in which they taught but often were hired 
from outside and boarded with families in the community who had 
extra space to house them. They usually received a salary, but some- 
times they were paid in kind with whatever the parents had to give. 
Annie Anderson Young was one of the first teachers in the new East 
Circleville School; she was paid twenty-five dollars a month. 

Soon after the turn of the century, the LDS Relief Society in 
Circleville purchased the Lost Creek School for their use, and the 
town used the money to help build a two-story building in 1904. This 
handsome school was constructed of native rock. Three men from 
Monroe did the masonry, and Junction men did the woodwork. The 
school had six rooms, three on each floor. Richard Horn and William 
Johnson were among the early teachers. L.R. Nielsen was principal in 
Circleville as well as superintendent of the Piute County schools. In 
1905 the state legislature mandated the consolidation of school dis- 
tricts throughout the state, and the students of the East Circleville 
and Lost Creek schools combined. The old Lost Creek edifice served 
the Relief Society for many years before it burned to the ground.36 

After the demise of the united order, the schoolhouse at old 
Junction was moved to the new town of Kingston. Marion Devalsen 
Allen recalled when he began attending school in that building, prob- 
ably around 1890. The teacher, he said, was a Confederate veteran 



with a whole string of names, William Henry Hudson Nickerson 
Dickerson Nicknab Black, who had been badly wounded in the Civil 
War. "He was a good man and raised a large family," Allen wrote. The 
building that housed the school served the community until 1893, 
when a brick church replaced it. In about 1895 the town also got a 
new brick scho01.~' 

John and Nettie Ackerman's children walked three miles each 
way to attend school in Kingston. A daughter, Annie, described her 
school experience, which underlines some of Superintendent Long's 
concerns. 

We didn't have to go to school if we didn't want to; besides the 
teachers didn't know much more than the kids did and they were 
not required to pass any tests; we would just go to school and they 
would ask us what book we were in and that's where we started. If 
we did our lessons-okay; and if [we] didn't, that was okay too. 
There was one teacher for one classroom with all ages combined. 
. . . we never had a slate board, the teacher was the only one who 
had the slate and we learned what she wrote on the board.38 

In 1888 Junction residents built a log school that doubled as a 
courthouse when the county seat moved from Marysvale to Junction 
on 22 February of that year. Sarah Permelia Morrill Sudweeks taught 
school in this building. She had sixteen scholars and received thirty 
dollars a month for two quarters of three months each. The school 
stood just south of where the new brick court house would be build. 
A two-story lumber school building replaced the first log-cabin 
school and remained in use until the early 1 9 2 0 ~ . ~ ~  

As the people of Piute County prepared for a new century, farm- 
ing and ranching was replacing mining as the major income pro- 
ducer, yet the mining industry would continue to have bursts of 
activity. Until the coming of modern conveniences, including auto- 
mobiles, electricity, indoor plumbing, and telephones, life on the 
farms and in the communities followed some predictable patterns. 
For the most part, people were self-sufficient. Besides beef cattle and 
farm crops, they had chickens to provide both meat and eggs and 
milch cows that provided milk for cheese and butter. "Happy was the 
housewife if she had a few extra pounds of butter to sell at twenty 
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cents per pound, for this along with the eggs from the farm flock, fur- 
nished many homes much of their grocery and household supplies," 
wrote one. Children were sometimes given a few eggs they could take 
to the local store and exchange for candy.40 

Although people in every town had orchards, the fruit was usu- 
ally small. Much of the good fruit came from Utah's Dixie. According 
to one account: 

As late summer approached we watched eagerly for the covered 
wagon of the "Dixie Peddler." In the days of barter, his fruit was 
often purchased with grain, potatoes, or cured meat. . . . The 
molasses would sometimes be carried in a wooden barrel on the 
side of the wagon and people took their own containers to be filled 
from the spigot. Quite often, especially near election time, the bar- 
rel contained "Dixie Wine." This enhanced the political arguments 
even to the point of fist fights at times.41 

Many people were moving from their tiny pioneer log homes to 
more spacious lumber or brick houses; but, whether their places of 
abode be large or small or plain or fancy, they planted hardy shrubs 
and summer flowers around the foundations and large vegetable gar- 
dens in their backyards. Few houses had lawns, as lawnmowers were 
not available and cutting grass with a scythe and sickle was not a 
practical use of time for busy farmers and housewives. 

The new century held the promise of better education for county 
children, improved medical practices, and new inventions that would 
forever change the way of life for the descendants of the hardy pio- 
neer generation of the nineteenth century. 
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BRIDGING THE CENTURIES 

S o m e  interesting people in the history of Piute County stood 
with one foot on either side of the century mark, as did also the Gold 
Mountain Mining District that spawned the boomtown of Kimberly 
and the building of reservoirs and dams on the Sevier River. This was 
a time when entrepreneurs, both insiders and outsiders, saw a lucra- 
tive economic future in Piute County. 

Colorful Characters 
A Junction building of this era was Hales Hall, named for Charles 

Hale, who constructed and owned it. School, dances, and a variety of 
public meetings, including court hearings and trials, were held in the 
hall. One of the more famous trials there was that of Henry L. Mills, 
who got in an argument over a dog fight with John Purjue at a 
Marysvale saloon on 5 July 1897. Sheriff James Stocks was in the 
saloon when the argument began. When the disagreement turned 
into a fist fight, Sheriff Stocks separated the two men and then depu- 
tized an onlooker, Alma Straw. Straw was to take control of Mills and 
escort him outside, but Mills drew a small gun from his pocket and 



fired one shot at Purjue, striking him in the stomach. Stocks wrestled 
the gun from Mills and arrested him.' 

The following day, Mills had a preliminary hearing before justice 
of the peace Jeremiah Dennis. Sheriff Stocks and Alma Straw served 
as witnesses along with others who had been in the saloon that 
evening. When the case came to trial that September, Samuel L. Page, 
the county's prosecuting attorney, had employed William H. King as 
the lawyer for the prosecution. King, a grandson of Thomas Rice and 
Matilda King, had been associate justice of the Utah Supreme Court 
and served one term in the United States C~ngress.~ 

The defense hired an attorney by the name of Powers, who, 
according to one observer, "displayed his power by quoting scripture 
on forgiveness until the jury was ready to forgive and Mills was 
a~quitted."~ There were other considerations. Witnesses for the 
defense revealed that John Perjue had a "high temper" and "quarrel- 
some disposition.'' He had served 200 days in the state prison and had 
been fined $200 after being found guilty in Juab County of assault 
with a deadly weapon. The jury ruled that Mills acted in self defense 
"while under a high degree of mental excitement.'" 

A Piute County lawyer of this same era was Gilbert R. Beebe, 
who was raised in Kanab, where his father served as justice of the 
peace. In the fall of 1896 he was admitted to the practice of law before 
the District Court and moved to Junction to begin his legal career. 
He was admitted to practice before the Utah Supreme Court in 1900. 
Except for a five-year period when he farmed in Johns Valley "for his 
health," he provided legal service to the county until 1934. He also 
represented several local irrigation companies, and during William 
Spry's two terms as governor (1908-1916), Beebe was appointed 
juvenile judge for Piute, Kane, and Garfield Counties.' 

Since many of the settlers in southern Utah made a livelihood 
running cattle or sheep, they acquired characteristics associated with 
the Old West-those of the resourceful, rugged individualist. One 
such individual was Elijah (Lige) M. Moore, one-time resident of 
Junction. Moore came from southwest Missouri, having been born 
in 1850.6 His family lived near that of Jesse James. Two of Moore's 
brothers died during the Civil War. 

After the war and in his mid-teens, Lige gravitated to Texas, where 



Wagon teams hauling smoke stacks from the railroad at Marysvale. (Piute 
County) 

he spent some time involved in various enterprises with his brother 
Thomas. Finally he rounded up a large herd of horses and drove them 
to Utah. He crossed the Colorado River at Lee's Ferry, then went to the 
Paria area. There he traded his horses for cattle and began ranching, 
probably in Garfield County, for that is where he married Amelia 
Nielsen from HenrieviUe on 14 August 1890. He was forty and she was 
twenty-three. They had nine children. Four sons and one daughter 
lived to adulthood. Lige and Amelia lived in Junction &om about 19 15 
until about 1940 before relocating to Henrieville, but several of their 
children are buried in the Junction cemetery. 

Many considered "Uncle Lige" to be one of the best members of 
the LDS church without ever having been baptized. He did not 
indulge in some of the excesses normally associated with those who 
rode the range and was known for his generosity, earning the respect 
of his associates. During the Depression, Wallace Ott recalled him 
passing around his ten-gallon hat at area horse races to gather money 
for a local departing LDS missionary. Along with his hat, Lige usu- 
ally carried six-shooters and was a crack shot. 



Besides raising cattle, Moore had a consuming interest in horse 
racing and judged many contests in both Piute and Garfield 
Counties. He had a mustang named Rattler that was without peer in 
any race, even against a Kentucky thoroughbred racehorse bought by 
a cantankerous neighbor, Mike Botts, for the sole purpose of beating 
Moore's mustang. After 200 yards Rattler drew away from the thor- 
oughbred, and he crossed the finish line at least forty feet ahead. But 
the judges declared a tie to avert trouble from Botts. Moore accepted 
this. Botts left without even reclaiming his stake money, and within 
a month Botts reportedly had sold his ranch, turned his thorough- 
bred onto the open range, and moved away.' Elijah Moore lived to be 
ninety-four. He died 15 August 1944. Amelia was eighty-seven when 
she died on 30 July 1960. Both are buried beside their children in the 
Junction cemetery. 

Robert LeRoy Parker, alias Butch Cassidy, was born in Beaver in 
1866, the first child of Maximillian and Ann Gillies Parker. The 
Parker family moved to Circle Valley in 1879 after LeRoy's (he went 
by Roy) father bought a homestead from a Mr. James. Although the 
closest town was Circleville-where the Parker children went to 
school-their property and the small, two-room cabin that the fam- 
ily of eight occupied was actually in Garfield County.' 

The family experienced some economic reverses and Max went 
to Frisco, a gold-mining camp west of Beaver, to chop wood for the 
coke ovens. To help out, Ann Parker contracted to run the dairy of 
local rancher Jim Marshall, about twelve miles south of the Parker 
farm. For two seasons Ann and her children lived at his dairy, where 
they milked the cows and made butter and cheese to sell. Marshall 
hired Roy, a fully grown and responsible youth, to work as a ranch 
hand. In this capacity he met Mike Cassidy, an older drifter who also 
worked at the ranch. He taught the young man how to handle a gun, 
as well as horses and cattle. It wasn't long before Roy developed a 
hero worship for this ranch hand and wanted to emulate his exciting 
life. From him, Roy also learned the rudiments of rustling horses and 
cattle, including how to change brands, an activity that Cassidy had 
apparently engaged in for some time. When the law got too close, he 
left the country. Whether it was before or after Mike Cassidy left- 
sources differ-Roy Parker participated with two other local men in 



putting their own brand on some maverick stock. In the end, all 
blame for the operation fell on Roy. He left the territory in 1884 when 
he was eighteen, never to live with his family again. 

For some time after leaving Utah Parker worked at hauling ore 
for mines around Telluride, Colorado. Eventually he met up with 
Tom McCarty and Matt Warner, and the three men robbed the San 
Miguel County Bank in Telluride, making off with $10,500. Thus 
began Roy Parker's life of crime interspersed with legitimate pursuits. 
(Lucien L. Nunn, the bank president, unsuccessfully chased the out- 
laws and later founded the Telluride Power Company that brought 
electricity to much of southern and central Utah, including Piute 
County.) 

Roy gave himself the name George Cassidy in honor of his men- 
tor, Mike Cassidy, and later dropped the George for "Butch" after hav- 
ing worked in Wyoming for a short spell in a butcher shop. Only 
once did he serve time in prison. He was falsely accused, ironically, 
and found guilty of stealing horses in Wyoming. He was later par- 
doned after serving seven months of a two-year sentence in the state 
prison at Laramie from 1894 to 1895. In spite of the relentless pur- 
suit of various law agencies, including the famous Pinkerton detec- 
tives, he never was again incarcerated. 

Some say that Butch Cassidy frequented the saloons of Kimberly 
in its h e ~ d a y . ~  So many myths and legends surround the life and 
demise of Butch Cassidy that it is difficult to sort fact from fiction. 
Most who knew him described Butch as an agreeable fellow with a 
sense of humor, generous with his associates, and quick to make 
friends with children. He also liked the ladies, and they apparently 
returned his affections. There is no documentation that Butch ever 
killed anyone, although some members of the Wild Bunch could not 
make that claim. 

One of the prevailing beliefs, perpetuated by the movie Butch 
Cassidy and the Sundance Kid, is that the two outlaws met death in 
Bolivia when they shot it out with the local military in 19 12. There is 
no question the two went with Etta Place to Argentina and Bolivia. 
However, many individuals believe that Cassidy returned to the 
United States-some say to California, others say to the Pacific 
Northwest-and lived the rest of his life within the law under an 



assumed identity. Among those making the claim were members of 
his own family. Lula Parker Betenson claimed that he came for a visit 
in the fall of 1925.'' In addition to his family's claims, many former 
associates in both Utah and Wyoming insisted that he returned for a 
visit in the 1930s. Wallace Ott of Tropic told how Lige Moore invited 
him to come over to his home to meet Butch in 1937 or 1938." Ott 
said Kenneth Goulding, Sr., was also present. Some residents of Piute 
County also say they saw Butch Cassidy during the 1930s. Agatha 
Applegate Nay of Circleville was not yet twelve when she said she 
encountered him around 1925.12 

Meanwhile, the fortunes for the Parker family in Circleville 
improved and the younger children and their parents moved to a 
brick home in town. Ann, a devout and prayerful mother of eleven 
children, grieved for her eldest son and for the life he led. Her daugh- 
ter Lula believed this contributed to her mother's frequent "sick 
spells." In 1905 Ann became very ill. With no doctors in Circleville, 
her husband took her to Panguitch, where one was available. Her 
husband and daughter Lula helped care for her, but her illness, 
believed to be a heart condition, worsened, and three weeks later she 
died. One writer recalled, "So many people attended her funeral that 
it was necessary to hold it in the large assembly room of Circleville's 
Schoolh~use."'~ 

Dortha Davenport of Junction said she asked John Betenson, 
Lulu Parker's son, where Butch was buried. He responded, "an hour's 
walk from Circleville." Others claim Cassidy lived and died in 
Johnnie, Nevada, some sixty miles northwest of Las Vegas.14 And so 
the mystery of Butch Cassidy's life and death remains. 

A controversial newspaperman and excommunicated Mormon 
arrived in Marysvale in 1896. He would live there the remainder of 
his life, adding to the color of the town and recording some of its his- 
tory in his breezy style. Josiah Francis Gibbs was born in Nauvoo, 
Illinois, in 1845. His father had been a carpenter for the Nauvoo LDS 
Temple. The family crossed the plains in 1857, arriving in the Salt 
Lake Valley in September, the very month that Alexander Fancher's 
wagon train was also camping in Emigration Canyon. Josiah was 
fourteen when Jacob Forney, Superintendent of Indian Affairs for the 
Territory of Utah, brought sixteen surviving children of the 
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The Edwin King House in Junction. (Courtesy Dortha Davenport) 

Mountain Meadows Massacre to Salt Lake City in the spring of 1859. 
While arrangements were being made to return the children to 
Arkansas, Josiah played marbles with young Charlie Fancher, who 
told him what happened to his family. "Some of the Indians went to 
the little creek and after washing their faces, were white men.'' Charlie 
said.'This was how Gibbs first heard of the Mountain Meadows 
Massacre. It marked the beginning of his lifelong obsession with the 
event. 

When Josiah Gibbs turned seventeen in 1862, his father took 
the family to settle in Fillmore, Millard County. After Josiah 
returned from a Mormon mission, he made his home in Fillmore. 
He married Norwegian convert Marie Hondoria and they had two 
children. He also married Monetta Dalton, daughter of Charles 
Wakeman and Eliza Dalton of Piute County. Five children were 
born to this union. To support his family, he operated a mercantile 
business in Fillmore. 

Gibbs first saw the Tushar Mountains in January of 1879 when 
he went to Marysvale to check out the possibility of relocating his 
store there. In his words, "It was a case of 'love at first sight,' and that 



love, almost worship, of the giant Tushar . . . deepened and intensi- 
fied with the swiftly passing years."16 He and his brother-in-law James 
A. Melville stopped to camp on the east side of town at a three-room 
log building which housed a small grocery store, "lunchroom," and a 
saloon. 

Gibbs described the proprietor as "an Israelite named 
Dusterberg." When Dusterberg first came to central Utah he married 
a fifteen-year-old girl from Sanpete County. The girl did not stay with 
him long before she obtained a divorce and moved to Park City 
where she married a miner. According to Gibbs, when Dusty, as he 
was called, decided to add a lunchroom to his establishment, he 
remembered the tasty meals his ex-wife had prepared and offered her 
a job as cook and her husband a job as bartender. They accepted and 
moved to Marysvale. Dusty, still enamored with the young woman, 
enjoyed introducing the couple by saying: "Chentlemen, diss iss my 
vife and dot iss her husband." Billie, the husband, reminded Dusty 
each time he repeated the introduction that he objected to it. On the 
evening the two Fillmore men took dinner at Dusty's place they 
heard him make the same introduction. Gibbs described the scene: 

Billie reached over the bar and within the fraction of a second, 
Dusty was staggering around the room, blood and whisky stream- 
ing down his face from an ugly wound on top of his head. As soon 
as he could catch his breath Dusty fairly screamed: "Mein Gott, 
Pillie, dot vas the pest visky!" Such was our introduction to 
Marysvale, and during many years thereafter the charming little 
camp was on of the wildest and woolliest places on earth.'' 

In addition to investigating the possibilities for establishing a 
store, Gibbs was also interested in mining and did, in fact, did buy 
into one or more mines. However, it would be over a dozen years 
later before he would actually move to Marysvale. 

In 1894 Josiah Gibbs established the Millard County Blade in 
Deseret, becoming one of the most outspoken editors in Utah. One 
writer described the young man as "a Jack of all trades and master of 
many.'"* He had more than a passing interest in history, was an astute 
commentator of politics, and was knowledgeable in geology and 
mineralogy. As editor of the Blade he promoted the local silkworm 
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industry, local agriculture projects, and mining endeavors. He also 
engaged in an enterprise to sell "lithowater," which was little more 
than the odd-tasting culinary water of the town of Deseret.19 

Besides being an imaginative entrepreneur, Gibbs was a strict 
moralist with an acid pen. In 1895 he raised the ire of some locals 
when he launched an editorial attack on the poor supervision of 
youth at dances. He believed the dances were held too frequently and 
the type of dances and positions bordered on the immoral. 
Furthermore, he said, the behavior of parents who allowed their chil- 
dren at such events bordered on "criminal negligence.'' He also criti- 
cized the young men for patronizing the "gin mill" located only a 
short distance from the dance hall. 

In little more than a year of publishing, Gibbs had so alienated 
residents of Millard County that he was excommunicated for his 
anti-Mormon editorial stance and forced to move his publishing 
operation to Nephi, Juab County, in June 1895. There he continued 
to publish the Blade and mailed it to his remaining subscribers in 
Millard County for another year. Gibbs then began looking elsewhere 
for a home. He had a promising mining claim near Marysvale that he 
had purchased in 1880." 

The move to Marysvale did not still Josiah Gibbs's pen or end his 
newspaper career. He began writing for the Piute Pioneer in 
Marysvale, which carried the news of the nation as well as items of 
interest locally. The "Marysvale Market Report" included the prices 
that locals paid for food: Oats cost one dollar for 100 pounds and 
wheat seventy cents a bushel; beef cattle went for 4.5 cents a pound, 
hogs for 2.75 cents a pound-both for hoof weight-and sheep were 
$1.50 a head. Ranch butter sold for twenty cents a pound, but the 
same weight in creamery butter brought twenty-two cents. Eggs cost 
twenty cents a dozen, bacon ten cents a pound, and flour $2.20 for 
100 pounds. 

The 26 December 1896 edition carried a column of "Short Items 
of Interest to the People Hereabout," which included the following: 

F.A. King, proprietor of the Bullion Hotel, is under the 
weather these days. 

Murray Kesler, Marysvale's ex-butcher, in partnership with 



G.A. Peacock, Piute's assessor and collector are going to open a 
saloon in Circleville next week. 

After Jan. 8th the mail will come through Elsinore by rail, 
instead of being thrown off at Salina as is now done, and will reach 
Marysvale the following morning by stage as usual. 

Sandwiched between ads for Mrs. Winslow's soothing Syrup for 
teething children and Dr. Gunn's liver pills was a notice to smokers: 
"Don't Tobacco Spit and Smoke your Life away. . . Take No-To-Bac." 

Eighteen-year-old Candace Alice DeWitt jumped from being this 
newspaper's assistant editor to editor when the owner died suddenly 
and she inherited the paper in 1897. She sold it soon after Josiah 
Gibbs moved to Marysvale-perhaps to him-but did not leave the 
town. She married and had three daughters. Active in politics, she 
served as county secretary of the Democratic party for a number of 
years and as the only woman Democratic county chairwoman in the 
state. She also worked as the Marysvale city treasurer and was town 
clerk. She died at Marysvale in 1927.21 

In 1902 Josiah Gibbs founded the Free Lance in Kimberly. When 
the town folded and with it the newspaper, he continued to write for 
other Piute County newspapers, including the Optimist, the Piute 
Chieftain, and the Piute County News. Besides publishing numerous 
newspaper and magazine articles, between 1903 and 1913 he 
authored at least five publications. In 1909 he published The Essence 
of Mormonism, a seventeen-page illustrated pamphlet that focused 
primarily on Mormon sermons and offered what he called "a few 
paragraphs of friendly criticism." It also contained "a brief sketch of 
the Mountain Meadows Massacre"-probably his first published dis- 
course on this subject. His first book-length publication (535 pages), 
the anti-Mormon Light and Shadows of Mormonism, included a 
chapter on Mountain Meadows, and it appeared later that same year. 

At the time of the book's appearance few people in Marysvale 
knew of Frank and Marcia King's history involving Mountain 
Meadows or Frank's role as a witness for the prosecution in John D. 
Lee's trial. After their son Charles read the book, he confided in 
Gibbs, telling him that his parents had entered Utah with the Fancher 
train. Gibbs immediately sent a letter full of questions to Frank in 



The Junction Relief Society in 1902. (Courtesy Dortha Davenport) 

Grant's Pass, Oregon, where the Kings had moved in 1908 to be near 
their daughter, Della King Peterson. Frank responded to Gibbs's 
questions about the Fancher party. Gibbs then used the King mater- 
ial in his full-length expose The Mountain Meadow Massacre, pub- 
lished in 1910. The published questions and King's answers dealt 
primarily with the size and composition of the Fancher train and the 
disposition of its members-and was similar but more detailed than 
Frank's testimony in Lee's trial.22 

Twenty years later, in a letter to an old friend, Frank Beckwith of 
Delta, Gibbs referred to the information he had received from Frank 
King, including an affidavit: 

Because of the loss of many manuscripts and scrapbooks from my 
desk, I placed the King affidavit . . . in the custody of my son, now 
in Los Angeles. Some day it will be published. An affidavit in sup- 
port of Mr. King's reputation for truth, honor and good citizen- 
ship, was attested by the then postmaster, justice of the peace and 
another prominent resident [Josiah Gibbs, himself]. As a certain 
means of parrying any question of authenticity, I insisted that the 



notary sign his name at the bottom of each page. The Affidavit 
contains much more of the tragic history of those days.23 

Neither Josiah Gibbs nor his son ever published Frank King's affi- 
davit. It somehow made its way to the LDS church archives, where it 
lies uncataloged and inaccessible to researchersSz4 

The Kings lived in Oregon only a short time; they returned to 
Marysvale when Della and her family moved to Idaho Falls early in 
19 1 1. It was probably in Marysvale that Josiah Gibbs secured the 
notarized affidavit from Frank. Marcia King died in 1914, Frank in 
1919. Both are buried in the Marysvale cemetery. 

Josiah F. Gibbs published a work of fiction in 1913 entitled 
Kawich's Gold Mine, which he explained was a narrative of mining in 
the Grand Canyon and of love and adventure among the polygamous 
Mormons of southern Utah. Gibbs died in Marysvale on 5 August 
1932, and is buried in the Marysvale cemetery. 

The Gold Mountain Mining District 
By the time statehood had been granted to Utah in 1896, many 

of Piute County's mining camps and towns were either empty or 
nearly so. Bullion City, which boasted a population of 1,651 in 1888, 
had only 259 people ten years later. However, just as one mining dis- 
trict began to fade, gold fever breathed life into another mining area 
in Piute County. On the north shoulder of Mount Belknap, Gold 
Mountain rises over 12,000 feet above sea level directly west of 
Marysvale. The summer of 1888 brought three young men from 
Millard County to the area around Gold Mountain in search of a 
rumored lost mine called the Trappers Pride. Legend had it that in 
the early settlement period two trappers from Beaver were working 
along the headwaters of Fish Creek when they stumbled onto a vein 
of gold. On their way back to Beaver, Indians killed one of the men 
and badly wounded the other. The wounded trapper made it home 
to tell his story, but not the location of the gold, before he died. The 
men from Millard County, Charles Crane, Charles Jewkes and 
Douglas Thompson, did not locate the Trappers Pride, but they 
found two large outcroppings of quartz contained gold on the rim of 
Tip-top Mountain. Below the ridge they also discovered a rich vein 
of silver. The men staked three claims, the Sevier, the Tip-top, and the 



C.C.&D. (after the initials of their first names). The following April 
the Gold Mountain Mining District was organized and a new rush 
began.25 

The miners at first lived in tents. These soon gave way to cabins 
and a cluster of other buildings-an assay office, a mine office, a few 
cabins, boardinghouse, bunkhouse, and blacksmith shop. The first 
season ended when snowfall made it impossible to work the claims 
and the miners trekked down the mountain for the winter. By the 
time the next winter set in the miners had tunneled far enough to 
shield their work from the bitter cold. They built snug cabins near the 
mine entries and worked through the winter. The snow reached a 
depth of twelve feet on the mountain, and the only way out was with 
snowshoes. Over the next ten years scores of prospectors located new 
claims. Mines with names like Silver Mine, the Grasshopper Group, 
Bluebird, the Lillian, the Minnie Maud, and the Surprise Group 
started to turn a profit for their owners.26 

A man named Melvin Ross finally rediscovered the Trappers 
Mine about halfway between the top of Bonanza Ridge and Fish 
Creek and staked his claim. Ed Krehbiel from Kanosh teamed up 
with Ross and the two staked four more claims. These mines were 
bought and sold several times over before the Madison Mining 
Company took them over around the turn of the century. They were 
the last to successfully operate the Trappers Mine and adjoining 
claims. The cabin Ross built on Tribune Creek still stands over a cen- 
tury later-one of the few buildings that survived on Gold 
M o ~ n t a i n . ~ ~  

Miners were not the only ones wandering over the Tushar 
Mountain Range. About the time these early mines were being 
located and developed, a U.S. government survey team was building 
trails on Mount Belknap to haul equipment to its 12,139-foot sum- 
mit, where they built a stone geodesy observatory, to help measure 
the earth's surface and the curvature of the earth to determine alti- 
tudes at specific points. From this observatory they could survey the 
surrounding peaks and determine their elevation. 

The most famous group of mines on Gold Mountain were the 
Annie Laurie mines. Newton Hill from Wellington located his claim 
on 22 June 1891 and named it for his two daughters Annie and 



Laura. Three different mines would all carry that same name. Willard 
F. Snyder developed the Bald Mountain Mine under his company, the 
Snyder Improvement Company, and owned some sixty-five claims 
that surrounded the Annie Laurie and other mines. Peter L. Kimberly 
from Pennsylvania bought the Annie Laurie group and several other 
mines in 1899 for $210,000 and incorporated them as the Annie 
Laurie Consolidated Gold Mining Company. Kimberly's father, 
Samuel, had been a leading developer of iron and coal mines in 
Pennsylvania and Ohio. From him, Peter had inherited a small for- 
tune and was soon adding to it. 

Willard Snyder had already platted a town known as Snyder City 
on the bench at the top of the dugway in Mill Canyon. It had a num- 
ber of businesses by the time Kimberly bought into Gold Mountain. 
The town would soon become Lower Kimberly. Lower Kimberly and 
Upper Kimberly were parts of the same town. Upper Kimberly was 
primarily a residential area; down the mountain a ways and past a 
huge lodge was the business district of Lower Kimberly. Its main 
street twisted like a horseshoe around the contour of the canyon. 
Lower Kimberly had a post office, school, dance hall, doctor's office, 
two or three general stores, several "specialty" shops, a slaughter- 
house, three livery stables and as many saloons, two hotels, two bar- 
bershops, two boardinghouses, a dairy, and two newspapers, the Free 
Lance and the Nugget. The jail, one of the few brick structures in the 
town, stood toward the back of the small bench that provided a level 
area for some of the buildings. Inside were two iron cells, with only 
enough room on the front for the doors to open without hitting the 
wall. Those who supposedly knew said it was the strongest jail within 
a hundred miles. 

Several houses also perched on the mountainside above the 
stores. Two houses stood on the north end of Lower Kimberly, one 
occupied by Charley Pitts and the other by Orange Baker. His daugh- 
ter, Ivy Baker Priest, was born in that house and later beecame United 
States Treasurer during the eight years of the Eisenhower 
Administration. 

On 10 October 1900 the Piute County Commission organized 
the Gold Mountain School District. That year a one-room log 
schoolhouse was built, with the addition of another room after the 



Annie Laurie boom. Because of the deep winter snows, the school in 
Kimberly had a schedule the reverse of other towns where children 
were needed to help with the summer farm work. The children of the 
miners usually attended school from April through November. 
December, January, February, and often March there was no school. 
The school accommodated as many as eighty-nine students in the 
peak year of 1903. Mertie Bartlett was principal and taught the upper 
four grades. Winifred Smith taught the lower grades. Other teachers 
included Eudora Miller, Hazel Baker, and a Mrs. Shippley. Even in 
this turn-of-the-century school the children still used slates because 
of the high cost of paper. The students sat two-by-two in double 
desks. A pot-bellied stove put out uneven heat, so the children closest 
to it were always too hot and the others in the room had to keep their 
jackets and sweaters on to stay warmm2' 

Some 500 people lived in Kimberly in 1902. The Annie Laurie 
employed around 300 miners at three dollars a day. That was the 
same year that Peter Kimberly reportedly had an offer to sell his min- 
ing interests for $5,000,000. By 1905 the mines were running three 
shifts a day, seven days a week. With mining at its peak, roads being 
built, and buildings constructed, it seems inevitable that someone 
would lose their life working in or on Gold Mountain. This happened 
twice within a few days in late August 1902. 

The Shepard brothers had secured the contract for building a 
road from Marysvale to Kimberly. They constructed a log chute to 
slide logs from higher on the mountain to the road site. When the 
whistle blew at 6:00 P.M., signaling the shift's end, three men at the 
bottom of the chute, Alvias Smith, Warren Moody, and another 
unnamed man, kept working. At the top of the chute, Bert Shepard, 
assuming the men had left, started one last log down the chute. 
According to the Freelance, "Rain had wet the ground and the log 
moved almost noiselessly down on the errand of death." Moody 
glanced up when he heard the log jump from the end of the chute, 
and screamed at the men below him to duck. Rather than ducking, 
Smith started to run. The flying log caught him in the back of the 
head, killing him.29 

Another accident, this one in the mines, followed only a few days 
later. Oden Flanders and W. Sylvester were repairing timbers in tun- 



nel No. 2 of the Annie Lode Mine when dirt began running in from 
the roof of the tunnel. Sylvester jumped out of the way, but the 
avalanche of dirt and rock buried Flanders. Sylvester dug an opening 
to his co-worker's face and found him still alive. For the next two 
hours miners worked frantically to rescue Flanders, who could con- 
verse with the men. Another hail of dirt from above silenced 
Flanders, however. His brother-in-law, James W. Cook of Circleville, 
accompanied the body to Junction where his wife and family lived." 

Tom Nielson, main driver for the stagecoach company owned by 
Bert and Frank Snyder of Monroe, picked the mail up from the Sevier 
Depot each day and delivered it to the camps on Gold Mountain. 
Josephine Pace lived in Kimberly as a child and was fascinated by the 
rough-and-tumble life in the town. She remembered the excitement 
the stagecoach generated. "We were never late for its arrival. Four and 
sometimes six horses covered with a lather arrived in a swirl of dust," 
she wrote. "Little Billy Morrison of Monroe would pull on the reins 
bringing the horses up sharp as he stopped to unload the mail from 
the stage. Then the stage traveled down the draw and across the creek 
to the Lawson boarding house to let the passengers 

Pace's family apparently lived in the lodge, for she also remem- 
bered the elegant parties held there. From her perch at the top of the 
stairs she watched the ladies in their long dresses, "which they would 
hold just high enough to show the lovely petticoats under them. And 
Mother, of course was the prettiest one." 

One of the gentlemen passed a tray of tiny glasses filled with wine 
which the ladies sipped as slowly as I would eat my Sunday ice 
cream. The tables also had decks of cards and a game of whist was 
soon underway. The next morning I was the first one down and I 
hurriedly filled my overall pockets with the unclaimed cards, 
drained the wine glasses, . . . and was off for another day of adven- 
t ~ r e . ~ '  

The company-built dance hall across Main Street from Matt and 
Ireta Davis's cafe had a tongue-and-groove wood floor that was "one 
of the smoothest dance floors in the state." In the hall's east end a 
stage with a mechanically rolled curtain provided a platform for trav- 
eling theatrical groups or local plays. The audience sat on folding 



Workers on the Piute Reservoir are using hydraulic water pressure to move 
materials. (Utah State Historical Society) 

chairs-there were 200 of them-that could be placed against the 
walls or stacked on the stage for dances or roller skating. 

By 1901 Peter Kimberly's company was shipping 250 tons of ore 
a day and turning a profit for its investors. At the same time, he 
acquired several other mines in the Gold Mountain District. In the 
years between 1901 and 1908 the Annie Laurie Company paid 
$489,56 1 in dividends to its stockholders. 

A Dr. Kjaerbye at first took care of victims of mining accidents 
and fistfights. When he left, Dr. J.S. Steiner came from Panguitch to 
replace him. The young doctor charged each family in the commu- 
nity a dollar a year; then, when someone needed his services, there 
was no additional charge. Josephine Pace remembered the Steiner 
home, a rather ordinary looking house from the outside. Inside, how- 
ever, the house had a look of grandeur to a young girl. 

The chairs in the parlor were covered with red velvet, and the car- 
pet was covered with flowers. In full view the stairs leading up the 
bedrooms above were covered with red carpeting. There was a 
small table near the door which held a silver dish for calling cards. 
And the house had a really, truly bathroom with a long tin tub, and 
you could pull the plug and the water ran out. When I revisited the 



house 30 years later, . . . can you imagine my surprise to find the 
stair treads were no wider than a step ladder and that I bumped my 
head on the ceiling as I turned at the first landing.33 

Huge ore-filled wagons lumbered up and down the mountain 
road between the mines and the railroad terminus at the town of 
Sevier. Gabriel Utley hauled freight on that road, recalling, "That old 
Clear Creek Canyon road was some different that it is now. In good 
weather it was dusty and in bad it was mud. It was no more than two 
wagon ruts with no culverts, just creek crossing and there were sev- 
eral of them. . . . The Kimberly Road branched off from the Clear 
Creek, [and] was a long hard pull." 

The freight Utley carried varied from coal to whiskey. He told his 
son how one of the drivers, Dick Levie, devised a way to tap into the 
whiskey supply by sliding one of the iron hoops on the wood barrel 
up about an inch. He would pound a 16-penny nail into the barrel 
and, according to Utley, 

when we pulled it out, the whiskey would spurt out of a hole. As 
soon as we had filled a fruit jar, we'd whittle a wooden plug and 
drive it into the hole, knock the hoop back down in place an no 
one was ever the wiser. I heard that old Orson Keeler, the saloon 
owner, wondered why some of his barrels seemed to hold more 
than others.34 

Two of the ranches Gabriel Utley passed were those of Charlie 
Robison and Bill Morrison on Mill Creek. When the Annie Laurie 
began dumping cyanide tailings from their gold-leeching process into 
Mill Creek, it poisoned the stream. The ranchers sued, and the min- 
ing company settled out of court. It purchased both ranches, 
Robinson's 104 acres for $3,950 and Morrison's somewhat smaller 
spread for $1,800. 

Peter Kimberly died in 1905 and a British company became own- 
ers of his mining company. The new owners who, according to one 
opinion, "didn't know any more about mining than a hog knows 
about Sunday School," began paying the workers in paper scrip, 
rather than gold coins. Some knew to quit then. The company went 
deeply in debt to build a new million dollar mill. When the panic of 
1907 hit, the company was in trouble. 
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In 1910 the Annie Laurie Consolidated Gold Mining Company 
declared bankruptcy. The mines closed, and with them the town. The 
census that year listed eight people as residing in the precinct of the 
Gold Mountain Mining District. A year later, the bulk of the com- 
pany's property, costing millions of dollars, sold for $49,000 in a pub- 
lic auction that the Richfield Reaper termed as exciting as auctioning 
"strays at the courthouse.'' Part of that sum included the power plant, 
which went for $18,000. That sale later fell through, leaving the total 
at $3 1,000. All of the properties now were under the umbrella of the 
Sevier-Miller Coalition Company, managed by Fred Tilton. 

Three men stayed to maintain the tunnels and buildings and do 
some limited development of the mines. In 1931 the company built 
access to a block of ore large enough to warrant the construction of a 
seventy-five-ton mill. About fifty men were hired to remove that ore. 
The gold and silver at Kimberly finally played out by 1938 and the 
mines closed for good. Only a watchman and a part-time employee 
remained. By 1942 the buildings that had not already collapsed under 
the heavy Gold Mountain winter snows had been torn down and the 
lumber salvaged. 

The county owned the jail and the county commissioners hired 
Walter Crowe to haul parts of it down from Kimberly. As he began 
dismantling the jail, Fred Tilton arrived at the scene and asked Crowe 
what he was doing. He explained his errand. When Tilton said the jail 
belonged to the Gold Hill Mining Company, an argument ensued. 
Tilton finally left and Crowe returned to his task. Before long he 
heard a noise behind him. He turned and was looking down the bar- 
rel of a 30-30 Winchester rifle with Fred Tilton on the trigger end. 
Tilton ordered Crowe to leave, which he did without further conver- 
sation. The jail remained in the ghost town to weather and rust until 
it was finally moved to the Lagoon amusement park in northern 
Utah, where it can be seen as part of the park's reconstructed Wild 
West town.35 

Turn-of-the-Century Entertainment 
Before the advent of motion pictures, television, and organized 

sports, the people who lived in small communities like those in Piute 
County made their own entertainment. Every town held dances that 



young and old attended. Townfolk produced plays and had band 
concerts. Horse racing was a respected sport and even LDS bishops 
owned fast horses that they entered in races. Young people enjoyed 
games like "pulling sticks," "run my sheep run," "kick the can," and 
"hide and seek.'' At Fourth of July and Twenty-Fourth of July picnics 
young men raced and had wrestling and boxing matches. 

William Henry McIntosh and his wife, Mary Elizabeth Keel, who 
had a fine apple orchard in Junction, could both play a number of 
musical instruments, with Elizabeth being especially gifted on the 
accordion. John Horace Zabriski was a fine blacksmith. He and his 
wife, Susan Alice Cook Zabriski, raised four children in Junction: 
Horace Marlo, Alice Gwendolyn (Gwen), Margaret Evelyn, and Delia 
Louine. The musically talented family formed the Zabriski Family 
Orchestra and furnished music for town dances. 

Carl Peter Barnson often promoted new ideas that would benefit 
the citizens of Junction. He decided the town needed a band and 
talked to Frank Wilcox, who said he would teach the young people 
music in Circleville and Junction if they would buy the needed 
instruments. Barnson volunteered to buy an instrument for anyone 
whose family could not afford one. Both remained true to their word, 
and soon young musicians from both towns were providing enter- 
tainment for public events. 

Cornelia Day Morrill remembered George Davies as "an enter- 
tainer" who played in bands performing on holidays. He also loved 
dramatics and would render humorous recitations as he accompa- 
nied himself of the piano. George and Emma Davies bought the first 
player piano in Junction. When it was delivered, the whole town 
showed up for a demonstration and a turn at pumping the pedals. 
They watched as the paper music roll turned and the keys danced by 
themselves. George and Emma Davies loved to dance, and, like many 
couples of that era, they attended dances-often with their teen-age 
children-in Junction and nearby towns. 

In 1907 Taylor Whittaker deeded a piece of his land in the middle 
of Circleville to the Circleville Amusement Company. The large 
Martin Dalton social hall built there became the center of local enter- 
tainment. "There were dances for the entire population,'' wrote Delos 
Dalton. "There was no such thing as a baby sitter, nor was there any 



need for one. All of the children came with their parents to the dance. 
Babies slept in baskets at the far end of the Hall away from the 
orchestra, and children slept in coats on benches" while their parents 
danced to music provided by Jimmy Nielson's Orchestra, the Barney 
boys, the Simkins Brothers and Company, the Brox Orchestra, and 
the home orchestra led by Frank Wilcox. When the hall burned in 
November 1918, the town held events in the church. The new high 
school completed in 192 1 had an auditorium with a stage.36 

The theater became particularly important in Circleville. 
Schoolteacher O.U. Bean wrote, produced, and directed a play called 
Corianton, which became a popular production throughout the state 
and beyond. It was finally made into a movie. Circleville actress Susie 
Meeks became well known in theater circles. Louise Fullmer had 
acted in prominent theaters in Chicago before she married Osaro 
Fullmer and moved to Circleville. 

Every few months traveling companies came through the county 
with theater productions and gave "three or four nights of top enter- 
tainment. The people . . . turned out almost in mass for each pro- 
duction." The Walter Christensen Players of Richfield toured Piute 
County, as did Otto Farnsworth with his Farnsworth Players. This 
company played throughout southern Utah. On a March 1924 visit 
to Circleville Farnsworth produced a play called Call of the Hills for 
the children. He employed local actors, including Bishop James 
Whittaker, who bought a new pair of shoes to wear in the play. The 
production opened in Junction, and Whittaker, so uncomfortable in 
his too-tight shoes that he could not concentrate on his lines, had to 
be prompted often. One observer recalled, "The old shoes were good 
enough in Circleville, and the play was splendid."37 

Piute audiences also enjoyed "chautauqua" performances that 
included musical pieces, lectures, monologues, and plays. In addition, 
each town also had its home dramatic performances produced by the 
church, school, and other local groups. 

Marysvale, the most rough-and-tumble of Piute's enduring 
towns, also held dances and plays and other forms of entertainment, 
some of which may not have been as tame as those in other towns. 
Marcia King was the town barber in the early days and it was 
reported that before every dance "she did a land office business. Not 



only did she cut hair, but shaving was a service she excelled in.'"* The 
town had two dance halls, four saloons, and an opera house. If these 
were not enough to supply entertainment for locals as well as visitors 
who stayed at one of the town's five hotels, a race track opened for 
the Fourth of July celebration in 1903. Scott Koser, Harry Mills, and 
Clayton Gannet were the promoters for the 1.5-mile track built near 
Koser's ranch. They hoped to host horse races every month, but for 
the Fourth of July festivities there were also foot races and other 
sports. Rodeos would later become a crowd-drawing event. 

When money needed to be raised for a community purpose, 
entertainment events often became the vehicle for raising the rev- 
enue. An article in the Piute Pioneer reported a Christmas fair to raise 
money for a new church. 

For a long time some of the public spirited people of Marysvale 
have been contending for a church, . . . and the progress made in 
the short time certainly should be, to them, very gratifying. A lot 
for a church is now purchased and paid for; stone for the founda- 
tion is on the ground, several loads of lumber are on hand and 
ready for use and more promised. . . . nearly enough labor is 
promised to rush the building into completion in short order. As a 
means to meet the cash outlay, a holiday fair is now being held 
nightly. 

The article closed with the plea for all citizens to help the effort along 
by volunteering money or work.39 

Dams and Reservoirs 
At the same time that Kimberly experienced its birth and demise, 

others worked to tame the Sevier River. As discussed earlier, the 
Sevier River and its tributary Otter Creek dominate the major valleys 
of Piute County. These waterways brought life-giving moisture to the 
farms and ranches that grew up on their banks. However, spring 
runoff in unusually wet years brought torrents that flooded the low- 
lands, while in dry years crops withered when the river could not 
supply enough water to satisfy the thirsty fields. It was not just Piute 
County farmers who relied on the water for their livelihoods, farmers 
in Garfield County upstream and Sevier and Millard Counties down- 
stream vied for Sevier River water. 
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Some of the first attempts to dam the Sevier River in Piute 
County had occurred in Marysvale Canyon around 1895-96 by the 
Marysvale Reservoir Company. The first dam site was about four 
miles north of Marysvale, near where Hoover's Cafe would later be 
built. The rock-and-earth dam was about 500 feet long and from ten 
to twenty-five feet thick. The walls for the bulkhead were of rock laid 
in lime mortar and were twenty-seven feet high and ten feet thick. 
The forty-foot spillway was also made of rock and cement. Huge red- 
pine timbers were used for the control gate. The resulting reservoir . 

behind the dam averaged thirteen feet in depth and stretched two 
miles, covering some 1,700 acres. 

The company constructed a second dam two miles north of 
Marysvale at the head of the canyon with similar specifications to the 
first. Both projects ran into opposition almost as soon as they were 
complete, if not before. Property owners at the south end of the 
canyon got a restraining order against the company to keep them 
from filling the reservoir behind the second dam and inundating 
their farms. The company ignored the restraining order and began 
backing up the water. At the same time, they were selling stock in 
their enterprise and took steps to have the farmland condemned by 
the right of eminent domain. At the close of 1896 the Marysvale 
newspaper, the Piute Pioneer, reported concerning the dam: 

A committee from Joseph City headed by Andrew Ross, came up 
last week to look at the reservoir with a view of buying the dam. As 
a gentle pointer to the gentlemen, the Pioneer advises them not to 
buy if they wish to avoid bringing the rankest kind of lawsuit with 
Piute County, for the reservoir in question is a nuisance and is 
working a great deal of damage on a large tract of the best farm 
land in the county, and Piute will certainly bring suit against the 
company in the near future.40 

And sue it did. When the lower reservoir flooded the road from 
Marysvale to Deer Creek Canyon, the Piute County Commission 
then went to court and had it declared a nuisance. 

The construction engineer for the Denver and Rio Grande 
Railroad, which planned to extend its southern spur to Marysvale, 
declared the dams unsafe. The dams and the resulting reservoirs 



caused the railroad to declare a temporary halt to the railroad con- 
struction at a place they had before called ccNowhere." Because it now 
marked the end of the line, they gave it the name Belnap, for the 
mountain peak that towered above it.41 

The events of 6 April 1898 solved the problems of all parties neg- 
atively impacted by the dams. About 8:30 that morning, A.N. 
Warenski, who lived in the town of Joseph in Sevier County, thought 
he heard an explosion of some kind coming from Marysvale Canyon. 
Although no one could ever prove that the lower dam had been 
dynamited-there had been threats-the dam gave way and a four- 
foot wall of water cascaded toward farms and communities in Sevier 
County. 

George Mills was fording the Sevier River downstream with a 
team and heavily loaded wagon. After he reached an island in the 
middle of the river, his son William, who was behind him on the far 
bank, saw the water churning toward them. He screamed a warning 
to his father. Mills in turn shouted at his team and they plunged on 
across, reaching the safety of the other side before the water surged 
past. The flood damaged crops, bridges, and canals to the extent of 
$1,000 but took no lives. The Marysvale Reservoir Company folded 
in the wake of the flood, the farmers continued to work their land, 
and the Denver and Rio Grande eventually brought its tracks into 
Marysvale. No one was ever brought to trial, but suspicions about 
what or who caused the flood still abound. 

Another water-storage plan that affected Piute County took place 
in Garfield County near what was then Hatchtown."' As early as 1894 
the United States Geological Survey began excavation of a reservoir 
on the upper Sevier River at a place called Flake Meadow, but it came 
to naught when high water from the melting snowpack destroyed the 
dam before it had been completed. The need for water storage had 
not lessened, however, and the government leaders in Piute and 
Sevier Counties proposed a joint venture to rebuild a second dam at 
the same site. Once again the Sevier River refused to be harnessed. 

On 15 May 1903 the dam failed. Fortunately, many structures in 
the possible path of a flood has already been moved to higher 
ground. The canyon road on the south end of Circle Valley became 
impassable and a number of roads around Circleville were washed 
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away. Mail from the south to Marysvale could not be delivered for 
two days. The water continued to rise for three days, washing away 
portions of the newly laid railroad bed in Marysvale Canyon. 

Josiah F. Gibbs and two of his sons were caught unaware of the 
dam's breaking. Returning to Marysvale from Deer Creek Canyon, 
they tried fording the raging river at a place called Vogel Crossing. 
Their team of powerful horses plunged into the torrent and were 
soon swept downstream, with the wagon floating behind. The horses 
finally touched bottom in a bed of quicksand, which quickly mired 
one horse until only its head was above the mud and water. Gibbs 
and his boys were able to release the wagon from the horses and lead 
one named Darky to shore. After securing a rope through the collar 
of the mired horse, they pulled it to firm ground with Darky's help 
and then hauled the wagon ashore with the rope and both horses." 

Even after this second failure of the dam the state continued to 
show interest in developing a water-storage facility at Hatchtown. 
This so alarmed the citizens of the little community that they decided 
to move their entire town out of the path of any future floods. In 
190 1, with their local ecclesiastical leaders acting as their agents, the 
townspeople purchased 100 acres of land, surveyed ten blocks into 
four lots each, and went about relocating their houses, businesses, 
barns, and other outbuildings to higher ground. They dropped the 
"town" from the name and called the new settlement simply Hatch. 

After studying the suitability of another dam site, the Utah State 
Land Board and state engineer authorized the private engineering 
firm of Jensen and McLaughlin to begin construction of a third dam 
near Hatch in 1906. A much more sophisticated structure than those 
before it, the dam cost over $84,000 and took two years to build. 
Soon after the completion of the dam, however, the engineers dis- 
covered a malfunction in the flood gates, which would not open once 
the water pressure of the full reservoir pushed against them. The state 
engineer determined that the gates would have to be dynamited loose 
to allow the water to flow and relieve the pressure on the dam. The 
resulting explosion shook the whole structure but achieved the 
desired outcome. Workers replaced the gates and repaired the dam- 
age to the culvert and tower, but the structure of the dam had been 
compromised. This, unstable soil conditions, a troublesome spring 



that the contractors failed to adequately address, and overall poor 
design doomed the dam. 

On 25 May 1914 the dam at Hatch gave way, sending a raging 
ten- foot wall of water down the Sevier River Valley. Alice Syrett stayed 
at her post as telephone operator to send the alarm through to 
Circleville until the lines themselves fell to the force of the flood. 
According to the Panguitch Progress, the flood took houses and out- 
buildings farther downriver, "tossing them like egg shells upon the 
foaming wave. . . . Crops were ruined, ditches and canals destroyed 
and in some places land was washed away and . . . was deposited over 
extensive areas."44 

Because of the early warning, Circleville residents had time to 
move their livestock and families to higher ground and wait for the 
flood. In the early morning of 26 May the huge wall of water churned 
down the canyon, carrying with it huge boulders, whole trees, dead 
animals, parts of buildings, wire fences, and other debris. The waters 
spread out as they entered Circle Valley. The farms along the river 
were covered with a layer of silt and rubble. Although Piute County 
residents suffered extensive property damage, no one lost their lives 
in the devastating flood. It would take years for some of the farmland 
to recover to full production. Farther downstream, the newly built 
Piute Reservoir captured the floodwaters and prevented damage to 
Marysvale and Sevier County farms. The Otter Creek and Piute reser- 
voirs (discussed in the next chapter) would prove to be far safer, pro- 
viding both necessary flood control and successful storage of the 
life-giving irrigation water.45 
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T h e  new century brought a beautiful new courthouse and 
many innovations to Piute County. For the first time the towns had 
culinary water piped into their houses. Telephones relayed both good 
news and bad to homes. With a flurry of dust, the first automobiles 
arrived, astounding the inhabitants and frightening animals and chil- 
dren. Although dams and two new reservoirs tamed Otter Creek and 
the mighty Sevier River, science had not yet subdued the awful diph- 
theria and influenza epidemics that periodically devastated the little 
communities and took more lives in Piute County than the world 
war that was to have ended all wars. As families sent their young men 
to fight in the First World War, the conflict stirred new activity in the 
county's mining industry. 

The first two decades of the twentieth century were punctuated 
on either end by violent earthquakes that rocked Piute County. In the 
pre-dawn hours of 13 November 1901 the ground beneath Piute 
County began to shake with an earthquake so powerful that it was 
felt over a 50,000-square-mile area. Centered in the Tushar 
Mountains, the Tushar Fault extends southward from Sigurd in 



Sevier County to Junction. The quake did most of its damage in this 
area. It uprooted trees and collapsed chimneys, walls, and roofs, leav- 
ing numerous structures cracked. Damage occurred as far away as St. 
George and Kanab to the south, Milford to the west, and Richfield to 
the north. 

Edward and Catherine Foisy lived on the Thompsonville road 
south of Marysvale. Besides their farm and ranch operation, they also 
milked around a dozen cows and sold the butter to the Pines Hotel. 
The earthquake shook the bricks from the chimney onto the roof and 
in the cellar forty pans of milk had slipped off the cooling shelves 
onto the floor.' 

In 192 1 another series of quakes-as many as a dozen-rumbled 
through the area as the Tushar Mountains again relieved pressure 
along the fault. 

Building Roads and Railroads 
The Denver and Rio Grande Western Railroad Company 

(D&RGW) had plans to built a route through Salina to eastern Utah. 
Circumstances altered those plans, however, and it built its Denver to 
Salt Lake City line through Carbon County and Spanish Fork 
Canyon instead of through Sevier and Emery Counties. It did build a 
spur from Thistle to Manti, and early maps indicate that the com- 
pany intended to continue on through to Marysvale, Junction, 
Circleville, and Bear Valley Junction. It would then follow today's 
Utah Highway 20 to Beaver County. For some reason, however, those 
plans did not materialize either. In May 1891 the citizens of Sevier 
County took matters into their own hands and organized the Sevier 
Railway Company. This local company purchased the right-of-way 
to build tracks from Manti to Marysvale for the use of D&RGW 
trains. By June 189 1 the track reached Salina, and by June 1896 it was 
completed to Richfield. It would take another four years for the line 
to reach Marysvale. 

James M. Bolitho was the engineer on the first train that steamed 
into Marysvale on 9 September 1900. A large crowd gathered at the 
station to greet it. Bolitho blew the whistle and sent the crowd scat- 
tering when he yelled, "Look out! I'm gonna turn it a ro~nd!"~ In 1889 
he and his wife, Mary K. Lewis, moved to Utah, where he worked on 



the rail line from Grand Junction, Colorado, to Green River. He also 
became a prominent cattle rancher in both the Richfield and Vernal 
areas, owned a hardware store in Richfield, served two terms as a city 
councilman for that town, and was a member of the first Utah State 
Legislature in 1896. He spent the later portion of his life in Marysvale 
engaging in a variety of mining interests. 

When the D&RGW suspended its Sunday rail service in 1902, it 
stirred the ire of locals, who felt they were being punished for com- 
plaining about wages. The railroad officials simply said that "business 
on the road now does not justify [the] runs.'' The Richfield Reaper 
blasted the company in its 6 March paper: 

The people of this valley have purchased outright the costly right- 
of-way for this company. They have expended outright thousands 
of dollars in money and labor to encourage the advent of the rail- 
road. They have extended to it a patronage that has made it one of 
the best paying lines in Utah. They have gone into an industry that 
put $7,000 to $10,000 into the coffers of the company this fall, and 
because they complained at the ill-treatment received in return, the 
company shuts off the Sunday  train^.^ 

In August 1908 the Denver & Rio Grande Western Railroad 
Company purchased the Sevier Railway Company, perhaps in part to 
deflect such resentment. If they owned the rail lines as well as the 
trains, they could change schedules and policies without as much 
criticism. 

Although the Utah State Road Commission came into being in 
1909, it planned little in the way of road improvements in Piute 
County. The county remained responsible for building and main- 
taining what roads there were. In the spring of 19 16 the state brought 
in 125 inmates from the Utah State Prison to construct a road 
through Sevier Canyon to the Piute County line, where it would join 
the road from Marysvale. 

The idea of an automobile road from Salt Lake City to the Grand 
Canyon had been talked about for some time, and in the fall of 19 13 
the Salt Lake Tribune put together a tour for members of the state 
road commission to travel the proposed route from Provo through 
the towns of Nephi, Richfield, Marysvale, Junction, Circleville, 



Panguitch, and Kanab to the Arizona line. All the towns along the 
road would get the benefit of tourist travel and also would be able to 
reach Salt Lake City in hours where it now took days, the paper 
reported. A week was actually considered fast time to make the trip 
between Kanab and Salt Lake City by wagon road and rail. It was esti- 
mated that with the new road the trip could easily be made in two 
days. At the end of the tour, members of the highway commission 
pledged their support and promised work would be started that win- 
ter if funds permitted. The improved road did eventually become a 
reality and would later be designated U.S. Highway 89. 

Taming the Sevier River 
Both drought and flooding contributed to the decision to build 

two large reservoirs in Piute County, one at the junction of Otter 
Creek and the East Fork of the Sevier River north of Antimony and 
the other on the Sevier River north of Junction. A fierce competition 
for water had raged among the farmers of Sevier County for nearly 
two decades. Richfield resident Robert Dixon Young described the 
situation: "All through the eighties most of the seasons were 
extremely dry, particularly in the latter parts of the seasons. 
Sometimes the river would get down to about 20 second feet of 
water. This was hardly enough to supply one-forth of what was 
needed for one of the canals in Sevier Valley. . . . Towns were against 
each other. Sometimes the quarrels were quite serious.'" 

Concerned about the infighting as well as the reason for it, LDS 
church president Joseph F. Smith sent church authorities John Henry 
Smith and Anthon H. Lund to a conference in Monroe, where they 
advised the people to stop fighting and build a reservoir. They said 
the church was not able to give monetary aid but would give moral 
support. However, the people had no knowledge of water storage or 
dam building on the scale required for the project. The Sevier LDS 
Stake presidency persuaded nine canal companies that would benefit 
from the reservoir to organize and support the effort. The result was 
the Otter Creek Reservoir Company. Robert D. Young, who would be 
known as "the father of the Otter Creek Reservoir," was selected pres- 
ident; William Baker was secretary and William Ogden treasurer. The 
directors included several men who were presidents of local canal 



companies: A.W. Bohman, Peter Christensen, Simon Christensen, 
Carlow Hutchings, Jorgen Jorgensen, Beason Lewis, James A. Ross, 
and James H. Wells. Company president Robert D. Young and L.P. 
Hansen filed a legal claim to the reservoir site in April 1896-three 
days ahead of another company which "made application to take all 
the surplus Sevier River water down to Millard Co~nty."~ 

The company planned to pay for the dam through selling stock 
shares to the canal companies and other individuals, as well as 
through assessments for water rights. They immediately discovered, 
however, that state law prohibited companies taking stock in other 
companies. Young and his associates went to Salt Lake City, where 
they met with state legislators in an effort to get the law changed. 
Barney H. Greenwood, who represented the people of Sevier and 
Piute Counties, sponsored the bill, and it was passed by the 1897 leg- 
islature. By that time the reservoir site had been selected and sur- 
veyed, water filed on, and subscriptions taken to pay lawyers, 
surveyors, and others. 

Most of the land the reservoir would cover belonged to the U.S. 
government, but 160 acres was privately owned. The Otter Creek 
company had no money to buy out those ranchers, although it did 
take out an option to do so. When the company applied for loans, 
however, it could find no bank in the state willing to lend money for 
the venture. Some on the board believed the company's inability to 
secure loans signaled the folly of the whole project. At the next meet- 
ing when Young proposed they move ahead regardless, "six of the 
directors put on their hats and walked out." In the opinion of the 
attorney present, their action virtually ended the project. The 
undaunted Robert Young stood before the remainder of the men, "I 
have the inspiration that we can go ahead." James Andrew Ross 
moved that "we build a reservoir and that we proceed immediately.'' 
There were no "nay" votes and Young declared that the motion had 
passed ~nanimously.~ 

With no money to pay someone to superintend the project, 
Young volunteered to do it "for one year without pay . . . if my wife 
is willing, . . . to show the people that reservoiring is our only chance 
for success.'' Mary Young was willing. With two small children and 
another on the way, she left her new brick home in Richfield and 



moved into a cabin that had been moved from the reservior site to 
the windy hill above Otter Creek. Two more cabins served as cook 
house and bunkhouse. She agreed to cook for the workers and wash 
their dishes if they would provide the food. While several did eat with 
the Youngs and stay in the bunkhouse, many men brought tents and 
bedrolls and camped, cooking for themselves. 

The final step before construction could begin was to have state 
engineer R.C. Gemmel and retired engineer Willard Young travel 
from Salt Lake City to see the site and provide "some ideas and some 
sort of a plan." Robert Young spent his last $2.50 in cash to pay for 
the visitor's room and meals at a hotel in Kingston. He slept in a 
straw stack and ate food Mary had packed for him. He later recalled 
impressions of the engineers: 

They said the dam would be a treacherous and difficult project and 
we couldn't start without from twenty-five to a hundred thousand 
dollars worth of machinery. . . . They laughed when I told them. . . 
we planned to build without money, as a cooperative project with 
good honest, earnest work on the part of the people. AU we asked 
of them was, when it was completed, to tell whether or not it was 
worthy of backing water against the dam.' 

Work on the Otter Creek Reservoir began in 19 October 1897 
and took three years to complete. The elevation of the site was 6,400 
feet, making winter construction work difficult at best. The begin- 
ning crew consisted of Young, one other man, and three boys. Wages, 
usually paid as credit toward shareholder's assessments or shares in 
the company, were eighteen cents an hour for hand labor and thirty- 
two cents an hour if the worker had a team of horses. Some say the 
reservoir was built primarily by boys. Farmers too busy to work off 
their construction allotments often sent their sons or hired hands. 
Some were "so small they had to stand on the wagon tongues to bri- 
dle their horses." After building diversion canals and a coffer dam in 
the rear, the workers began what would be the most difficult part of 
the construction-moving a swamp at the dam site to reach bedrock. 

Work seemed to go at a snail's pace, and the company plunged 
into debt. Robert Young recalled, "Just when we were having the 
worst time, the six discouraged directors called a meeting and 



decided to shut us down. . . . They said I had run them and the 
county into a lot of debt." When two board members arrived at the 
building site to tell Young to close the operation down, he responded 
forcefully: 

The people are fighting for water and there's no water to get. We're 
going to go ahead and . . . complete this reservoir! There's a lot of 
discouragement right now among the men working in this mud, 
and you're not helping it out any. I'm president and general man- 
ager of this reservoir; when a meeting is called for the purpose of 
shutting down, I'll call it. Now you two men get in your white-top 
buggy and get down the canyon! I haven't any kind regards to send 
to the directors. You go home and stay there until I call a meeting 
legally and lawfully." 

Muck and opposition from some of the board of directors was 
not all Robert Young had to contend with. The option on the ranch 
property would soon run out. The undaunted company president 
finally secured a bank loan from a New York bank through a bank in 
Mount Pleasant for $18,000. The approval for the loan came just 
three days before the option expired, enabling him to pay for the 
land. 

At the north end of the dam, Ralph Fairbanks of Annabella built 
the spillway tunnel through 274 feet of solid rock and lined it with 
cement for $1,813. At an additional cost of $875 two gates were 
installed to control the flow of water. By the time the spillway was in 
and the foundation of the dam in place, water had backed several 
miles behind the coffer dam. At the invitation of Young the directors 
came to inspect the work, complaining that their fields were burning 
up in the valley. Young said he could deliver 150 second-feet of water 
a day. When the workers sent water through the tunnel, the "jubilant" 
directors voted to pay Robert Young $2.50 a day from then until the 
project was complete. The water stored behind the coffer dam saved 
the crops in the valley and the excited farmers could finally see a pay- 
off for project. "About a hundred teams came up and we soon fin- 
ished the job,'' Young remembered. Although work continued on 
improvements around the dam and reservoir for several years, the 
major construction was complete by 190 1. One of the leading engi- 



neers in the nation declared the dam <'one of the best and most secure 
earth reservoir dams in the c~untry ."~  The Otter Creek Reservoir 
holds up to 52,550 acre-feet of water for irrigation in Sevier and 
Millard Counties and has become an important recreation location 
for boaters and fishermen as well as providing wildlife habitat. 

In 1907 an even larger water project commenced in the county. 
Plans to build the Piute Reservoir began materializing shortly after 
the successful completion of the Otter Creek Dam. Jacob M. 
Lauritzen, representing the Otter Creek Reservoir Company, filed an 
application with the state engineer's office on 16 August 1907 for a 
new dam on the Sevier River southeast of Junction. The application 
was not approved, however, until 30 April 1910. Ranchers in the pro- 
posed reservoir area began moving their homes, out-buildings, and 
ranching operations from the lower City Creek area southeast of 
Junction. Men with teams and scrapers and some with wagons began 
work on the dam. Workers lived in tents-some with their families, 
others alone. The site was excavated to bedrock and huge boulders 
hauled into place for the foundation. Thousands of pounds of con- 
crete were poured for the dam. The project not only provided work 
for a large crew of men, it also provided income for the people who 
sold hay and grain to feed the horses and who sold eggs, meat, dairy 
products, fruits, and vegetables to the construction camp. The work 
progressed smoothly on the dam, which holds 200,000 acre-feet of 
water. It was completed in 1913 and had its first real test of strength 
when it contained the floodwaters of the ill-fated Hatch Reservoir 
when its dam went out in May 1914. 

But even these reservoirs could not stop all area flooding. In 1916 
half of the Piute County hay crop was destroyed by rains and flood- 
ing when the Sevier River ran out of its channel. A cloudburst at 
Marysvale damaged the railroad bridge near town. Another one east 
of Antimony in August 1932 filled dry washes with torrents carrying 
boulders, trees, and mud; it then deposited them over farms, gardens, 
and roads. The flash flood damaged the bridge over Antimony Creek 
and swept away haystacks and inundated several houses with mud 
and water, filling cellars and ruining furnishings. A similar flood 
surged down Kingston Canyon that same month, spreading debris 



over a quarter mile area. Junction had its turn at a destructive flash 
flood a year later, as did Circleville in 1936.1° 

Piute County Courthouse 
Between the construction of the Otter Creek and Piute reservoirs 

the county built a magnificent new courthouse at Junction. Designed 
by R.C. Watkins early in 1902, the building company of A.C. Young, 
R.A. Allen, and Horace Morrill won the contract with a bid of 
$7,670-underbidding the competing Grace Brothers estimate of 
$9,927. Work on the structure began almost immediately. 

A man by the name of Christensen quarried the foundation rock 
from a hill north of Kingston. The foundation was nine feet wide and 
five feet deep. Willard Bay and two father-and-son teams-Jorgen 
Peterson and son James and John Ackerman and his teen-age son 
Joseph-made every one of the 200,000 bricks that went into the 
building. They set up their brickmaking operation near the con- 
struction site. Jim Martensen hauled the clay for the bricks, Jorgen 
Peterson mixed it with water and filled molds. The boys emptied the 
molds and stacked the bricks to dry in the sun. The walls of the cour- 
thouse were three layers thick, with the center one being adobe. The 
bricks for the outside and inside walls were fired in a long kiln open 
at either end for the fire, with twelve air holes on the sides. James 
Ackerman remembered the process: "My father fired on one side and 
Jorgen Peterson on the other side. His son, James Peterson, and I fired 
the night shift. It took us ten days to burn the brick." Hyrum Morrill 
hauled the wood for the kiln. The two boys carried the bricks to the 
four masons on the scaffolding and George Elder hauled the mortar 
to them. To finish the brick structure, workers washed the exterior 
with a mixture of lime, sand, and cement and then painted the sur- 
face with two coats of red oil-based paint. Every line between the 
bricks was then painted white." 

Bills submitted for finishing the interior included twenty-four 
dollars to Henry Hales for benches, eighty-eight dollars to Art Metals 
Construction Company for a file base and vault, one dollar to E.W. 
Price for "repairing and setting up stoves," and $328.24 to Young, 
Allen, and Morrill for carpentry. The Morrill family built a magnifi- 
cent judicial bench using sixty-one strips of half-inch thick wood for 



the top. Six hand-carved panels line the base. The building had a jail 
in the southeast corner. In 1903 the courthouse stood complete. It 
would later be listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

Telephones, Water, and Electric Power 
Several enterprising citizens of Garfield County formed the 

Garfield Mountain States Telephone and Telegraph Company in 
1906. Piute County received local telephone service through this 
company, while the parent company, Mountain States Telephone and 
Telegraph (MST&T), supplied long-distance service and offered tech- 
nical advice and equipment. The first switchboard in Junction was in 
Florence Johnson's house. Calls from Kingston and Antimony had to 
go through the Junction switchboard. Marysvale also had a switch- 
board in the Pines Hotel. The first telephone in Koosharem was 
installed in the home of Andrew Anderson. 

Koosharem incorporated in 19 11 and at that time had a popula- 
tion of 550 people. Town residents had graduated from dipping their 
culinary water from the streams-trying to get there before the ani- 
mals did, or going farther upstream where the water ran more clear. 
Most people had wells by the turn of the century; some drew water 
with buckets, others had hand pumps. In 1919 the town voted to float 
a bond to pay for a piped water supply from Brown Spring on the 
east side of Grass Valley. The trenches for the wooden pipe were dug 
by first using a horse-drawn plow to break up two feet of topsoil, 
then men with picks and shovels finished the trench to a depth below 
the winter frost line. The townspeople celebrated when the first clean 
water surged through the pipe. Soon residents were piping it into 
their homes and installing indoor plumbing. 

Carl Peter Barnson of Junction knew the water he had been 
pumping from the family well was not good, and he was determined 
to do something about it. He talked with several businessmen about 
the problem and they decided to pipe water from City Creek Canyon 
directly into the homes. In 1907, with considerable cooperation from 
the town and much toil, a pipe was laid to town and into the various 
homes to supply fresh tapwater. Then, during the winter of 19 12-1 3, 
the pipes froze and broke. Local men had to go above the frozen sec- 
tion west of town and cut the main water line. They built a box con- 



tainer where residents could come and dip buckets and carry water 
home. Baths were probably infrequent that winter." 

There were no funds available to repair the waterline, so the solu- 
tion was to incorporate the town so it could raise the needed revenue. 
On 7 April 19 13 Junction became incorporated. The residents elected 
Carl Barnson their first town president. Barnson was also the first in 
the community to replace the family's coal-oil lamps with carbide 
lighting, a particularly dangerous kind of lighting if the lamps were 
not properly adjusted, because escaping gas could either asphyxiate 
a family or start a fire. When a man named Slusher approached 
Barnson about bringing electric power to Junction, the town presi- 
dent invited two of his friends, William Luke and Andy Sargent, to 
his home to hear the proposal. It would cost $1,500 to electrify the 
town, so each of the three men put up $500. Slusher left, money in 
hand, and returned to Salt Lake City. When several months passed 
with no word and no sign of progress on the power project, the three 
men traveled to Salt Lake to find Slusher. He confessed he had used 
the money to buy a diamond ring for his wife and that there would 
be no electric power for Junction. Why the men did not prosecute the 
man for fraud is a mystery, but they returned home empty-handed 
to explain to their wives "how they had been so badly duped." 
Junction, Circleville, Kingston, and the hamlets of Grass Valley would 
not have electric power until the 1930s. 

The first electric power plant in Piute County was built in 1900 
by the Annie Laurie mine company near the new mining town of 
Kimberly. This hydroelectric power plant was constructed along Fish 
Creek on Gold Mountain. The power lines ran from Fish Creek up 
Wilson Creek, over Tip-top Mountain, and down Surprise Gulch to 
the Annie Laurie mill. The power plant, however, could not meet the 
needs of the mill and mines, so the company build a second one, 
known as the lower plant, below the mouth of Picnic Creek. The 
water levels in the two creeks fluctuated so much during the year that 
the company built a third plant in 1905-this one a coal-fired steam 
generator plant. When the Annie Laurie Gold Mining Company went 
bankrupt and was sold at auction in 191 1, the power plants were sold 
to Fred T. Tilton, owner of the Kimberly Mercantile Company. 
However, another man, Frank J. Gastin, held a priority certificate that 



would allow him to claim the plant within six months of the sale. He 
sued for ownership of the power plants. The court ruled that he 
could have them if he paid Tilton $18,000 plus interest and a penalty 
charge. On 1 September 191 1 Gastin issued Tilton a check for the 
amount due. In a prearranged deal, Gastin and his wife then deeded 
the power plants to Lucian L. Nunn, president and majority stock- 
holder of Sevier Light, Power and Milling Company. 

Nunn in 1890 had developed the world's first long-distance 
transmission of electric power near Telluride, Colorado. He and his 
brother Paul then teamed as engineers with the General Electric com- 
pany to build the giant hydroelectric plant at Niagara Falls in 1904. 
In 19 12-13 his Telluride Power Company ran a 44,000-volt line from 
his hydroelectric power plant in Beaver Canyon through Piute 
County to Sevier County. There it joined lines with those of two 
other power companies Nunn had recently purchased: the Richfield 
Electric Light and Power Company and the Sevier Light, Power and 
Milling Company in Salina. Nunn would soon bow out of the hydro- 
electric power business and turn his energy and wealth into creating 
Deep Springs College in California." His Telluride Power Company, 
however, would successfully electrify much of southern Utah, includ- 
ing Piute County, before Utah Power and Light Company bought the 
company. 

Automobiles Come to Piute County 
Although no one seemed to remember the exact date in 1901 

that the first automobile arrived in Piute County, there are a number 
of recollections that described the scene. Some eastern businessmen 
with mining interests in the mountains near Flagstaff, Arizona, had 
an automobile shipped by rail to Marysvale. They had shipped gaso- 
line and oil ahead and had it stashed at various places along the 
route. There is not an account of local reactions to the car's arrival in 
Marysvale, but the Junction and Circleville residents remembered it 
well. While walking to school in Junction Jessie Marie Barnson heard 
a horn toot behind her: 

I looked around but could hardly believe my eyes, there was some- 
thing which I thought resembled a buggy, but there were no horses 
pulling it. I ran for a tall sage brush and hid. The two men called 



to me and promised they meant no harm, and they said they 
would give me a ride to town. But no! I was too frightened to think 
of riding in something that wasn't even drawn by at least one 
horse! l4 

As the car drove into town it was reported that "Children and grown 
ups alike were running down the streets screaming." At the school, 
the teachers found it difficult to settle the excited children, so they 
lined them up and marched them down to see the horseless carriage 
parked in front of the courthouse. By that time, "everyone in town 
was there." Milo Harris remembered that "the excitement was so 
great that all the children scattered so school was forgotten that day."15 

The students at the Circleville school were told they would be 
excused from school to see the automobile when it arrived in their 
town that day. One of those children recalled, "When we heard the 
first 'chug' . . . the boys bolted the room like a shot and the rest of us 
followed." To their delight, the car not only stopped in Circleville but 
was parked there while the owners hired Willard Simkins to take 
them the rest of the way to Arizona and back in his white-topped 
buggy. Simkins also followed them from Circleville to Marysvale, 
where the machine was loaded on the train and shipped back east. 

Marion Devalsen Allen remembered the first automobile in 
Kingston, in about 1904 or 1905. His wife, Laura, taught school, and 
when the vehicle passed the schoolhouse she let the students out to 
see it. The children followed it around town and watched as it got 
mired both times it tried to cross the town irrigation ditch. Allen also 
wrote of the first truck he saw. He and his brother, Albern, had a 
wagon freighting business hauling goods from the rail line in 
Marysvale to Long Valley and Kanab. On one trip they were camped 
below Sink Valley, a day out of Kanab, when a truck drove past them 
loaded with freight for Kanab. The truck made its delivery, returned 
to Marysvale for another load and passed the Allen brothers again 
before they had reached Kanab. Soon the team-pulled freighting wag- 
ons became a thing of the past. 

Not long after automobiles appeared in the county, the LDS 
church general Sunday School board notified members of the 
Panguitch stake presidency that they would be arriving from Salt 



Lake City by car to attend the stake Sunday School jubilee. People 
from all over Piute County were among the crowds of people who 
lined the streets of Panguitch until after midnight in anticipation. "It 
was worth it," wrote M.D. Allen. "That car was a limousine in [the] 
old days, long and beautiful."16 

Tragedy at  Blue Springs 
In 1908 the Utah Department of Fish and Game hired John 

"Jack" D. Morrill of Junction to operate a fish hatchery at Blue 
Springs in Garfield County. The hatchery would help restock the 
fished-out waters in Piute and Garfield Counties with rainbow and 
eastern brook trout. Jack was the second of John and Esther Ellis 
LaBaron Morrill's nine children. His family moved to Junction in 
1880 when he was three. One contemporary described him as "a very 
intelligent man and a very religious man [who] was kind to everyone 
. . . same with his wife, Emma."17 

Born in Kanarraville and raised in Parowan, Emma Carson met 
Jack Morrill in Junction, where she had gone as a teenager to work 
for her adopted sister, Ann Hales, who ran a hotel. She was eighteen 
and he twenty-two when they married in 1893. At that time Jack 
worked as a carpenter and taught school in Junction. It was not 
unusual for married men to be called on LDS missions in those days, 
and Jack received such a call, spending two years in Virginia. When 
he returned home he again took up the carpenter's trade, helping to 
build many Piute County homes of that era. 

In 1908 Jack and Emma Morrill moved their four children 
(LaBaron, Belle, Melvin, and baby Clair) to the Blue Springs fish 
hatchery. After the first summer they returned to Junction so 
LaBaron and Belle could attend school, but thereafter they stayed 
year-round at the hatchery and Jack taught the children at home. 
Although the family was often isolated by deep snows throughout 
much of the winter, they did have a phone that hooked them to 
Parowan and also to the Sevy Ranch on the Panguitch side of the 
mountain. 

Emma gave birth to another daughter, Mildred, in March 19 10 
and another son in October 1912. Joe Elwood lived only eighteen 



days. Jack built the tiny casket for his infant son, and accompanied 
the body down the mountain to the Junction cemetery for burial. 

Emma's widowed mother, Hannah Waggle Carson, spent seven 
summers at Blue Springs with the family, helping her daughter with 
children and meals. In those beautiful summer months they enter- 
tained visitors with a crank freezer full of homemade ice cream and 
"lots of fresh fish." The two women fed "people by the dozens." 
Emma would remember her eight years there as some of her happi- 
est, as would her children. Melvin recalled that his father piped water 
from the icy cold springs into the house so they had running cold 
water. They also had a gramophone with "lots of records," as his 
father was the agent for selling them l8 

When their oldest son, LaBaron, was twelve, they sent him to 
Junction to live with his grandparents during the winter and attend a 
regular school. The fall of 1913 LaBaron had just turned fifteen when 
became extremely ill with appendicitis soon after arriving in Junction 
for school. The boy died before his parents arrived. Emma gave birth 
to a son named Ben a month later. The family stayed in town that 
winter. That year typhoid fever and whooping cough swept through 
the Morrill family, but all survived the ordeal. 

The winter of 19 15-1 6 turned particularly nasty and the Morrill 
family was snowed in at Blue Springs for most of December and 
January. According to one account, fourteen-foot snowdrifts piled 
"almost to the eves of their porch." By 26 January the weather lifted. 
Eager to have news from family and friends, Jack called his brother 
Jim in Panguitch and asked him to bring their mail up to the Sevy 
Ranch the next day and he would meet him there. That night Emma 
wrote several letters for him to give to Jim to post, including one to 
her sister Rebecca, in which she expressed her uneasiness with her 
husband's venture.lg 

Emma watched Jack leave on horseback in a light snow at 4:00 
A.M. on Tuesday morning. It was eleven miles to the Sevy Ranch, so 
he agreed to call her from the William Prince ranch house-vacant 
during the winter-at the south end of Panguitch Lake where there 
was a telephone. The call came at around 6:00 A.M.-it had taken him 
two hours to go three miles. The horse was exhausted from fighting 
the deep snow, so he told Emma he would leave it in the barn there. 



He proceeded on snowshoes down the mountain, leaving his warm 
outer coats strapped to his saddle. 

At about noon Jack reached the Sevy Ranch tired and hungry. 
Jim and the Sevy family greeted him warmly. They had been worried 
when the storm began to intensify and he had not arrived. He called 
Emma to tell her he had arrived safely and he would be starting back 
soon. At Blue Springs the storm had turned to a raging blizzard with 
high winds. Emma begged him to stay there until it passed. He 
assured her he would be alright after he had eaten and rested and that 
the storm wouldn't last long. He said he would call her again when 
he got to the Prince ranch where his horse was. As he shouldered 
twenty-five pounds of Christmas mail and packages in two packs the 
Sevys tried to persuade him to wait it out. Worried about his own 
family, and certain he would be alright, he disappeared into the tem- 
pest. This storm proved so furious that it blew out a number of large 
windows in Panguitch. In the mountains, four feet of new snow fell 
on drifts already ten to twelve feet high. 

An anxious Emma fought the snow and wind to the barn where 
she did evening chores, milking their two cows, feeding the horses 
and bringing in more firewood. For two days and two nights they 
watched and waited as the storm raged, plunging temperatures 
twenty-three degrees below zero. Emma and twelve-year-old Belle 
took turns around the clock cranking the telephone to try to get a 
message over the storm-damaged lines to someone in Parowan or at 
Sevy's Ranch to tell them Jack had not returned. At one point Emma 
turned to Belle and said, "If you will stay with the children I believe I 
can put on those snowshoes and go out and find Daddy." The young- 
sters "cried and begged her not to go," so she didn't." 

Finally, at Parowan, on 27 January Clara Matheson Benson at the 
telephone switchboard noticed a faint signal and received the news 
from Emma Morrill. Clara's husband, Philip Benson, began organiz- 
ing a search party. At a mass meeting that evening the opinion was 
expressed that the storm was too dangerous to send anyone out into 
it; however, Fred Bruhn, John Dalton, and John C. Gould volunteered 
to join Benson. The searchers left at five o'clock the next morning. 

With the telephone lines to Panguitch down, Clara Benson and 
her father decided to send a telegram there for help. It had to go from 



Parowan to Cedar City, then through a number of other stations to 
San Francisco and back through Salt Lake City to Panguitch. It cost 
$14.75-a hefty sum in those days. The telegram read: "Regardless of 
cost or distance and rush, John Morrill missing from Blue Spring 
Hatchery. Must have help. 4 Parowan men already gone.-Simon A. 
Matheson, Clara M. Ben~on."~' When the message arrived in 
Panguitch, men there also organized a search party. 

Finally the blizzard abated. Emma ventured outside again. Snow 
had drifted over the house. She and Melvin cleared a path to the barn 
and with an ax chopped the ice from the door. She fed the animals 
and milked the cows. Returning to the house, she again talked on the 
phone with Clara. 

By late afternoon the men from Parowan reached the ridge above 
Panguitch Lake. They could see two men carrying something toward 
William Prince's cabin on the west side of the lake. Frank Worthen 
and Ruby Syrett had found John Morrill's frozen body. He had fallen 
face first into the snow, just seventy-five feet from the Prince ranch 
house. The Parowan men reached the cabin a short time later, as did 
John Gould from Panguitch. They loaded the body onto a makeshift 
toboggan made from a "cheese board.'' Worthen and several men 
from both groups took the body to Sevy's Ranch. 

Benson, Syrett, and another Panguitch man went on to Blue 
Springs, reaching the Morrill family at about 11:OO P.M. The grieving 
Emma welcomed them with great relief. The men prepared their 
supper that night and insisted that Emma and the children eat as 
well. When they told her they wanted to take the family out to 
Panguitch, she asked them to leave them there, "she couldn't stand to 
think of the suffering they would have to go through to take her out," 
Clara Benson wrote. The men fixed breakfast the next morning while 
Emma packed a few things and got the children ready to go. They 
found the large metal vat that had been used to prepare fish food and 
used it as a sleigh. It was about five-by-eight feet, with eight-inch 
sides. The men piled hay in the bottom, helped the grief-stricken 
widow and the five children climb in, and placed heated rocks in the 
blankets tucked around them. At first they pulled the sleigh them- 
selves until Panguitch men with horses met them. 

Quantities of food sent by the people of Panguitch awaited them 



at the Sevy Ranch. They stayed the night, and the next morning a 
bobsled took them on to Panguitch, where they spent the next night. 
The following day, someone with an automobile, one of the few in 
the country, took the family on to Jun~tion.~' John L. MorriLl's funeral 
was the largest anyone could remember. People came from all over 
the county and from Panguitch and Parowan as well. He was buried 
in Junction, where Emma and the children continued to live. 

Morrill had sold their house and land the year before, but his 
father persuaded the buyers to sell it back to Emma. By the time she 
had regained the property and taken care of debts and bills, there was 
little left. Emma's mother came from Parowan to help with house- 
hold chores and the children so Emma could take a job. She became 
the janitor for the courthouse, the school, and the church. The job 
included starting the fires each morning and carrying out the ashes. 
Melvin Morrill remembered helping to chop and carry wood for the 
fires at the church. His grandfather Morrill paid him a quarter for 
every gopher he trapped. The boy also hired out to weed gardens for 
twenty-five cents an hour and also helped his grandfather with chores 
and odd jobs. In return, the senior Morrill helped the family in 
numerous ways, providing hay for their cows, and giving them flour 
and produce from his garden. 

Belle Morrill went to work for the telephone company as an 
operator when she turned fifteen. A year later, in 19 18, the telephone 
company rented Emma Morrill's front room for the switchboard 
office. Belle became the head operator, and Emma and Melvin 
assisted her when she needed help. The enterprising young Melvin 
also set up a messenger business where he took messages that came 
in on the switchboard for people who did not have phones and for 
travelers who stayed at the hotel or campground. He charged ten 
cents for the first block and five cents for each additional block. The 
telephone office and messenger service became the primary income 
for the widow and her family. Several years later when Melvin 
courted Cornilia Ann Day, daughter of Coyote LDS bishop Daniel 
Day, she would come and stay at the Morrill's house in Junction and 
help out on the switchboard." 

On 21 January 1920 Emma Morrill married a widower twenty 
years her senior, George Davies, who had the first contract to carry 



mail between Junction and Escalante. He had the mail route until 
1932, at which time Charles McKinley Morrill took over the contract 
for the next eight years. George Davies later drove the school bus 
route from Junction through Kingston to Circleville. Davies helped 
raise Emma's five children, and the marriage produced two more 
children, Pearl Davies King, born in 1920, and Wilford Davies in 1922. 
George Davies became Piute County's justice of peace from 1921 to 
1938. In the 1930s the couple sold their home and bought the 
Junction Hotel on Main Street. In June 1941 when George Davies 
turned eighty, the Salt Lake Tribune honored him as its oldest news- 
paper carrier. Emma ran the hotel until George died in June 1951- 
just four days before his ninetieth birthday. 

Emma's sons took the hotel sign down after George's funeral and 
told their seventy-year-old mother it was time for her to stop work- 
ing so hard. Emma Carson Morrill Davies lived twenty more years. 
She died in a Richfield rest home on 19 February 1967 at age ninety 
and is buried in the Junction cemetery beside John Morrill and their 
sons LaBaron and Joe Elwood. 

Prohibition 
Long before Utah became the twenty-fourth state to enact a 

statewide prohibition on the manufacture, sale, and consumption of 
alcoholic beverages in 19 17, county and town governments passed a 
variety of laws to regulate spiritous liquors. Early Piute County court 
records are sprinkled with references to such laws. For example, on 2 
December 1878 the court ordered that the price of a license for sell- 
ing spirit and malt liquors be reduced from $10.00 to $7.50 per quar- 
ter. Sometimes the court cases focused on specific trouble spots. On 6 
June 1892 Tom Fergusson and other citizens of Bullion City peti- 
tioned the court to refrain from issuing "any person or persons to 
dispose of liquor in Bullion Canyon." The court issued an order to 
that effect. A more typical entry is exhibited in a 5 July 1898 court 
order "that the Liquor bond of Gannet and Snyder be accepted and 
that the Clerk be authorized to issue to said Gannet and Snyder a 
liquor license dating from July 1, 1898; One Hundred Dollars having 
been received.'' That same day, the sheriff and county attorney were 
instructed by the court "to take steps immediately to have all persons 



violating the Ordinance No. 5 [the liquor license law] of this County, 
arrested and fined or take out a license as required by said 
Ordinance." On 17 February a Mrs. H.G. Calvin got 177 signatures 
on a petition "asking that no further Liquor Licenses be granted to 
certain saloons which are now located within three hundred feet of a 
house now rented for school purposes in Kimberly School District." 
The petition "was presented and laid over until next meeting."24 

In 1917, with both the Republican and Democratic parties advo- 
cating statewide prohibition, the state legislature passed such a law. 
Two years later, Utahns overwhelmingly ratified the Eighteenth 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. The Deseret News proclaimed 
it to be "the greatest blessing we have known since Christ.'' On a more 
realistic level, the Salt Lake Tribune estimated that before the law went 
into effect on 1 August "hundreds of thousands of dollars worth of 
liquor were acquired and stored in the cellars of Salt Lake City resi- 
d e n t ~ . " ~ ~  

In rural communities across Utah the citizens who still wished to 
imbibe and did not have the option to stockpile simply made their 
own in everything from bathtubs to backyard stills. Two researchers 
into this era concluded, "Mormons and gentiles, miners and cow- 
boys, farmers and businessmen, Mexicans and Navajos all trafficked 
in liquor."26 Piute County Sheriff William Franklin Carson arrested 
two ccbootleggers" traveling through the area, confiscated their 
whiskey, and locked them in the county jail at Junction. At their hear- 
ing a few weeks later, the sheriff marched the outlaws into the court- 
room. One account gives the details of the hearing: 

The court session began by the judge ordering the Sheriff to bring 
in the whisky. Sheriff Carson just sat there with his head bowed. 
The judge finally ordered him again to present the whisky. Sheriff 
Carson stood up and faced the judge, and said, "Sorry your Honor, 
I can't present it, because I drank the evidence." The judge hit the 
bench with his gavel and shouted, "Court Disrnis~ed!"~' 

With the realization that prohibition had not stopped the con- 
sumption of alcohol or solved America's economic or social prob- 
lems, the Eighteenth Amendment was repealed in the early 1930s and 
the state was assigned control of liquor sales and licensing. With this, 



the days of free-flowing whiskey at pre-prohibition saloons were gone 
in Utah and Piute County. 

Early Twentieth- Century Politics 
With the decline of the Populist party in the 1890s, many of its 

members gravitated to various forms of socialism. By 1901 and 
throughout the first two decades of the twentieth century, socialism 
appealed to a variety of people across Utah. The party had organiza- 
tions in twenty of Utah's twenty-nine counties, one of these being 
Piute County. Its wide appeal may have been in part rooted in the 
earlier Mormon united order movement throughout Utah. A politi- 
cal party that opposed social inequality and discrimination and pro- 
moted government ownership of railroads and utilities was attractive 
to many. The Socialist party had a wide-based membership, although 
it was predominantly male. It had a strong working-class base and 
also included educators, clergy, and owners of small businesses. One 
in eight members were miners, and some of the party's greatest sup- 
port came from mining towns. 

Eighteen states elected socialists to their legislatures, and Utah 
was one of these. Over one hundred socialists held various offices 
throughout the state, with strongholds in Eureka, Murray, Salt Lake 
City, Ogden, and Kingston. According to one journalist: "In Kingston, 
as in many other communities throughout the state at the turn of the 
century, socialism became the popular political theory. It has been 
said that at one time there were only two heads of families who were 
not declared socialists in the town of Kingston.'' Indeed, in the presi- 
dential election of 1904, Socialist candidate Eugene V. Debs received 
65 percent of the votes in King~ton.~~ 

Murray Edwin King (son of Thomas Edwin and Rebecca Jane 
Murray King), who spent part of his early life in Piute County, 
became an intellectual voice for the socialists for five years ( 19 10-15) 
as editor of the Intermountain Worker, published in Salt Lake City. He 
went on to edit a Chicago weekly called the American Appeal, became 
the campaign manager for the Farmer-Labor party in Maryland, and 
wrote articles for national magazines such as the New Republic, the 
Nation, and the American Guardian. He knew and admired Leo 
Tolstoy, the Russian social reformer and author. Murray authored the 



Utah section of a series of articles called "These United States" for the 
Nation. The series later appeared as a two-volume 

Even with Kingston's propensity for socialism, and despite 
Murray Edwin King's high-profile spokesmanship for the movement, 
the Democratic party became the party of choice for the King fam- 
ily of Kingston. As mentioned, by 1900 William Henry King, formerly 
of Kingston, had become a state and national political figure whose 
influence would be felt throughout the first half of the century. He 
helped convince LDS church leaders at the time of statehood to aban- 
don the Mormon-dominated Peoples party and encourage church 
members to divide along national party lines. He was appointed to 
the Utah Supreme Court by President Grover Cleveland in 1894, 
played a leading role in the organization of the Democratic party in 
Utah, and was elected to the U.S. Congress in 1896. Although he 
served only one term, he was elected again in 1900 in a special elec- 
tion to fill the remainder of the term of Brigham H. Roberts, who 
had been denied his seat due to his practice of plural marriage. He 
lost a reelection attempt later in 1900, but in 19 16 he won a seat in 
the U.S. Senate and served four terms. Several times between 1908 
and 1932 he served as a delegate to the Democratic National 
Convention. King called himself a "Constitutional Democrat," and 
later opposed Franklin D. Roosevelt's New Deal and other aspects of 
his domestic programs. He further split with Roosevelt in 1937 when 
the president tried to "pack" the Supreme C ~ u r t . ~ '  

By 1934 Senator King had so alienated the more liberal elements 
of the Democratic party that state senator Herbert B. Maw and attor- 
ney Hugh B. Brown challenged him in the party's state convention. 
Maw would go on to become governor of Utah from 1940 to 1948 
and Brown would serve as counselor to one-time Piute County resi- 
dent and LDS church president David 0. McKay. But King emerged 
the winner both within his party and in the general election, defeat- 
ing Republican Don B. Colton. He lost, however, in the primary elec- 
tion of 1940 to Congressman Abe Murdock. Before he left office the 
following January, he had a brief sojourn as president pro tem of the 
Senate. He remained in Washington practicing law until 1947, when 
he returned to Utah. He died in Salt Lake City on 27 November 1949 
at the age of eighty-six." 



World War I 
As the residents of Piute County followed the news of escalating 

war in Europe after August 1914, the townsfolk of Marysvale met 
another enemy in the form of a spectacular fire on an April night in 
1916. Flames broke through the roof of the home and store of Emma 
and Joseph D. Bertelsen. It began in their sons' bedroom. The boys, 
Lane and Horace, had left just a short time before for a town dance. 
When Emma sounded the alarm, people came from homes and the 
nearby dance to help extinguish the fire. They quickly organized a 
bucket brigade to a nearby well, then someone turned water down a 
nearby irrigation ditch, making it more accessible. The men impro- 
vised battering rams to open holes in the walls to throw water. Several 
men climbed on the roof and partially subdued the flames, then cut 
holes and poured water in from above. "It was a hard fight," wrote 
one observer, "but within a comparatively brief space the fire was . . . 
believed to be completely extinguished. The dancers, some of them 
drenched to the skin, returned to the ballroom, while the remainder 
of the frightened spectators dispersed, deeply grateful that results 
were no more disastro~s."~~ 

At 4:00 A.M. pistol shots rang out another fire alarm. The town's 
sleepy inhabitants ran into the night to see the Bertelsen building 
engulfed in flames. Another bucket brigade formed, but his time the 
structure was beyond saving. The firefighters turned their energy to 
saving the Cameron Mercantile Company next door. A group of men 
put ladders to the roof and poured "streams of water from dozens of 
buckets . . . over the roof and side nearest the roaring furnace, fifteen 
feet distant." Fearing the wall of the Bertelsen place would collapse 
outward onto the Cameron building, the bucket brigade turned its 
attention to the fire creeping up the outside boards, while another 
group caved the Bertelsen wall inward. 

Other than blistered faces and singed eyebrows, Lafayett King 
received the only injury-a cut on the head when an overenthusiastic 
firefighter threw his bucket with the water, hitting King. Despite the 
Bertelsens' loss of home and business, town members expressed relief 
that the common early canyon winds had been still that morning; 
otherwise, much of the town could have gone up in flames. A tall 



pine tree that stood sentinel some seventy feet from the fire might 
have become an infernal pyramid. The Grand Hotel and many other 
nearby structures would surely have burned as well. In an article for 
the Chieftain, Josiah Gibbs used the fire to rally citizens to a bond 
election scheduled for May: 

The Question of "yes" or "no" to the water system will confront 
the property owners of Marysvale, and after Marysvale's unhappy 
experience with fire during the last few years, is there a "dime- 
squeezer" in town so utterly, hopelessly and damnably dead to 
civic progress as to vote "no"? 

The Utah State Board of Health had condemned all but one or two 
of the town wells, and Gibbs pointed out that "danger from epi- 
demics of typhoid, diphtheria and other deadly contagions are ever 
pre~ent.'"~ The bond passed overwhelmingly. 

The United States entered World War I on 6 April 1917. Piute 
County eventually would send ninety-four of its young men to that 
war, forty-one from Marysvale, twenty-eight from Circleville, four- 
teen from Junction, six from Alunite, four from Greenwich, and one 
from Kingston. Of these, only three did not return, and they died 
from disease: Geoffry B. Hays and Constant Steelant of Marysvale 
and Otto Beebe of Circleville. Of the 665 Utahns who died in the war, 
just over 200 were killed in battle. The rest died from the rampant 
diseases that devastated armies before the development of penicillin 
and other medical treatrnent~.~~ 

The Utah State Council of Defense issued to the counties a series 
of recommendations patterned on national ones to help in the war 
effort. Along with calling on young men to join the armed forces, 
general patriotic support, and help in keeping the labor force work- 
ing and the food suppliers producing, it was recommended that citi- 
zens reduce waste in homes, curtail extravagance in public eating 
places, foster the drying or canning of foods, and aid government 
agencies in conserving food and fuel. Citizens were also asked to buy 
savings stamps and war bonds. Piute County residents did all of these 
things, but they excelled in the purchase of stamps and bonds. By the 
end of the war in November 19 18 they had purchased some $29,400 



in war bonds, an average of $15.31 per capita, the highest of any 
county in the state.35 

The county's own Council of Defense consisted of Willard E. Bay 
as secretary of finances, D.H. Robinson in charge of sanitation and 
medicine, Joseph Ipson over food supply and conservation, A.F. 
Haycock as chairman of the industrial survey, and Earl Willis in 
charge of military affairs. Reuben DeWitt oversaw state protection, 
Garfield James managed transportation concerns, and W.H. Luke 
headed the survey of manpower. Piute County Food Administrator 
Thomas Black traveled throughout the county at his own expense 
holding meetings and supervising compliance with the food regula- 
tions. Sugar and certain other goods were rationed, and it was his job 
to see that the ration coupons were apportioned equably among con- 
sumers. He also encouraged production of certain kinds of foods and 
animal feed. Among his problems was dealing with those who 
insisted on hoarding. As federal fuel administrator, Benjamin 
Cameron, Jr. canvassed house to house to inventory how much coal 
was on hand and deal with fuel needs when they arose.36 

The Richfield Reaper ran an article which warned area citizens, 
"In times like these it is to be expected that spies, traitors, incendi- 
aries and enemies of organized government will be abroad in the 
land. No section of the country could be ruined quicker than this 
western country by the destruction of reservoirs." Fearing an enemy 
might try to blow up dams and raise havoc with food supplies 
throughout the nation, guards were stationed at the Piute and Otter 
Creek reservoirs to assist nightwatchmen. Huge searchlights were 
installed that swept the retaining walls from one end to the other.37 

Even though the mining of antimony (stibnite) had ceased at 
Coyote Canyon long before the turn of the century, when the price 
of the material had started to rise in 1905-06 two companies 
resumed operations there. As mentioned, stibnite was used in alloys 
for strengthening lead and other metals. Local men helped build two 
new mills in Coyote Canyon, but only one ever operated. By the time 
they completed construction on one three-story mill, installed a 
crusher, and added an assay office, the price of the ore once again 
plummeted-going from 2 1.73 cents a pound in 1906 to eight cents 
a pound in 1908. The beginning of World War I, however, caused the 



The potash plant at Alunite, 26 June 1917. (Utah State Historical Society) 

price to soar to a record 30.28 cents in 1915. Local antimony mines 
sent substantial amounts of ore to Marysvale to be shipped to muni- 
tions plants before the mines began to run out of the high-grade ore 
the plants required. By 19 18 the price had dropped substantially 
again-to 12.58 cents-ending the wartime antimony "boom" in 
Coyote. In 1920, however, because of the large amounts of ore taken 
out of the canyon, local residents decided to rename their town 
Ant im~ny .~~  

Like scores of men before him, Thomas Gillan had come to Piute 
County as a prospector. While searching the ridge along the north 
fork of Cottonwood Canyon southwest of Marysvale in 1912 he dis- 
covered a wide vein of spar that varied in color from a heavy rust to a 
light pink. He sent a sample to Salt Lake City to be analyzed by A.E. 
Custer. Custer sent it on to the Foot Mineral Company of 
Philadelphia, which identified the mineral as alunite, an ore contain- 
ing potash for making fertilizer and hydrated potassium aluminum 
sulfate, from which aluminum is made. This particular ore assayed at 
38 percent aluminum, 37 percent sulphur and 11 percent potash. The 



A close up view of the potash plant at Alunite, 26 June 1917. (Utah State 
Historical Society) 

veins of alunite that became the Gillan-Custer claims were fifty-two 
feet wide and from twenty to thirty-five feet thick. They contained 
nearly 3 million tons of potassium aluminum sulfate ore. Attempts 
to extract the aluminum from the ore would come later; at the begin- 
ning of World War I the primary utilization of the ore was as potash 
for fertilizer. 

In searching for a company to develop the deposit and to mine 
the ore, Gillan made a deal with Howard F. Chappel of New York 
City, president of the Mineral Products Corporation. The company, 
which was a subsidiary of Armour Fertilizer Works, with headquar- 
ters in Atlanta, Georgia, pioneered the effort to extract potash from 
alunite. Soon the company had constructed reduction works, 
installed an aerial tram from the mine to the road in Cottonwood 
Canyon, and build a telephone line from the end of the tram to the 
plant. In October 1915 the first shipment (consisting of twenty-eight 
tons of potash) left on the railroad line from Marysvale. The com- 
pany town that sprang up around the processing plant was named 



An ore wagon hauling ore to the alunite mill. (Utah State Historical Society) 

Alunite. At its peak, it had over one hundred inhabitants, a company 
store, boardinghouse, school, post office, and a number of small 
houses. In 19 16 the Mineral Products Company reported production 
of over 2,772 tons of potash, with a gross income of $610,488.45 and 
a net gain of $70,484.67. 

After the United States entered World War I, the RichFeld Reaper 
stirred new pride in potash production at Marysvale: 

While the country rings from coast to coast with the call to war 
and the word "preparedness" is on every lip, while men are urged 
to till the soil as it has never been tilled before . . . a great measure 
of conservation and preparedness has become an accomplished 
fact-American potash to make more fertile fields! Potash for the 
farms that will be called upon to feed, not only the millions of our 
own people, but to feed the millions [in] war crushed starving 

What the Reaper did not report at that time was that explosives, even 
more useful in war than fertilizer, were also being manufactured from 
the potash. 

Meanwhile, another large deposit of alunite had been located 



The Deer Trail Mine east of Marysvale in 191 7. (Utah State Historical 
Society) 

about the same time that Thomas Gillan made his discovery. This 
one was about a mile south of the Deer Trail Mine. In May 1916 the 
Florence Mining and Milling Company of Philadelphia purchased 
the 107-acre site and began plans to develop it. Construction of the 
mill began in August. Houses appeared almost overnight, as the 
enterprise drew workers to build the mill and develop the mines. 
Because of its close proximity to Marysvale, the camp never had a 
business district or church; however, like other boom-and-bust min- 
ing camps, it did have a school provided by the company. 

Early on the company decided it needed a railroad spur to the 
Denver and Rio Grande Western line at Marysvale. The railroad com- 
pany was agreeable, but a scarcity of labor and other problems 
delayed the project until the Florence Company stepped in and built 
the grade "in short order" with its own men. As fast as the railroad 
company could provide ties and rails, the Florence workers put them 
down. On 21 April 1917, at precisely 9:00 A.M., the steam siren blasted 
as the machinery cranked into motion at the new plant. A front-page 
article in the Richfield Reaper reported the event with great fanfare. 



An early horse-drawn school bus in Piute County. (Courtesy Dortha 
Davenport) 

It reported that the company's engineer had taken advantage of the 
natural slope of the hillside to design "an up to date plant," where the 
"gravity idea in treating large quantities of material is brought to a 
high state of perfection in practice." The ore "goes in the hopper of 
the crusher at the highest point of the plant [then] from crusher to 
rotary screen; to the crushed ore bin; to the kiln where it is roasted; to 
the rotary cooler and . . . directly to the cars for shipment."" 

Within days of the mill's opening, the Salt Lake Tribune 
announced that potash would be only a by-product of the Florence 
Mining and Milling Company's plant. Even more critical to the war 
effort was the aluminum content of the piles of "sticky repulsive 
looking mud" left after the potash was extracted. The Utah Potash 
Company, which had recently taken over the Florence Mining 
Company, planned to build yet another plant at the Florence site 
which would extract potassium sulfate and alumina from the slag- 
the only factory of its kind in the United  state^.^' Government 
employees at Alunite began working around the clock to find ways to 
extract the alumina there as well. 

Soon, however, "rumors of German spy activity. . . and attempts 



The Junction Drug Store about 19 15. (Courtesy Dortha Davenport) 

to burn up the potash plants" were being reported. Six fires of suspi- 
cious origin had been reported at the Florence plant. The first 
occurred in March 1917, then four more were reported soon after the 
United States entered World War I in April; a sixth was in May. The 
Florence company was shipping around fifty tons of processed 
potash daily to munitions manufacturers in the east. The Tribune 
reported that enemy aliens were suspected and that mining officials 
were calling for government assistance to guard the plants. 

Reports also surfaced of an elderly woman who arrived at 
Marysvale on the train "with a mattress as her chief article of bag- 
gage. On arrival she evinced great anxiety for her baggage, and 
refused to leave the station until it was safely delivered into her care." 
The woman's strange behavior raised suspicions and the mattress was 
searched. "A life-sized bomb with fuse attached" reportedly was dis- 
covered inside. Authorities promptly arrested the woman and held 
her for in~estigation.~~ 

The Richfield Reaper reported the arrest in Salt Lake City of a 
man named Valtinke who was accused of being an "alien enemy." A 
chemist, geologist and musician, he had recently been in Richfield to 
present an opera called The Chimes of Normandy. The report noted: 

In light of recent developments it appears now that his trip though 
this section was in the interest of his work as a geologist rather than 



Convict labor helped construct the road through Marysvale Canyon. 
(Courtesy Aileen Cropper and Bill Murray) 

as a musician. He visited Marysvale and spent much time around 
the mines and undoubtedly gathered much useful data. In fact, it is 
because of his immense fund of information as to mineral 
resources of Utah that he is being interned, coupled with his 
decided pro-German  leaning^."^ 

By the close of the war, almost all mining of alunite in Piute 
County had ceased. There were periodic spurts of mining activity in 
the following two decades. The success of a twenty-four-hour work 
force at Alunite had been admirable but expensive; when the war 
ended, so did the experiments, and much of the plant closed down. 
The war's end also reduced the market for alunite, and its production 
became minimal. Between 1928 and 1930 the potash content of the 
ore made extracting the alumina too expensive and the mines finally 
closed. The mill at Alunite had been badly damaged by a fire and was 
eventually torn down. All that was left at the town of Alunite was a 
watchman for the mining works. 



What never seemed to vanish was the optimism of area residents, 
however. In 1937, long after the alunite mines had been deserted, the 
Marysvale Chamber of Commerce claimed that the area's "practically 
inexhaustible" deposits were a means of breaking the monopoly 
Germany held on potash. It continued, "Meanwhile, demand for alu- 
minum in airplanes, streamline trains, ships, wire, furniture, paints 
and industries still in the making grows day by day and a broad mar- 
ket for the unique product of Marysvale's hills will be waiting when 
technical improvements remove present obstacles."" Like other min- 
ing efforts before and after, the future was seldom as bright as its 
promises. 

The 191 8-1 91 9 Influenza Epidemic 
As the war in Europe wound down, the returning soldiers 

brought home with them a vicious strain of influenza that spread 
around the world and took tens of thousands of lives, including that 
of LDS church president Joseph F. Smith. Panguitch, in nearby 
Garfield County, was the hardest hit of any town in the state, with 
over 600 cases reported in January 1919. Piute County residents also 
experienced the deadly flu, but fortunately not as much as their 
neighbors to the south. 

Medical doctors and nurses practicing in Piute County helped 
save many lives. During that period, area doctors included Dr. Guy 
Dawson Rutledge, who arrived in Junction in 191 1 after graduating 
from St. Louis College of Medicine; Dr. Charles V. Moorhouse, a 
graduate of the Keukuk Medical College in Iowa, who also set up 
practice in Junction in 191 1; and Dr. Robert Thornton, who arrived 
in Piute County in 19 15 from the College of Physicians and Surgeons 
in Illinois. 

At first the local board of health quarantined anyone who con- 
tracted the disease and their families, then a strict quarantine went 
into effect-schools closed and public gatherings of any kind were 
banned. The dead were buried without funerals, and at the end of the 
epidemic each town held a mass funeral for its victims. Some died of 
neglect, simply because no one dared go to their houses to help. 
Those who did go out in communities to do chores for stricken fam- 
ilies wore sterilized cloth masks over their mouth and nose. Others 



The construction town at the Piute Reservoir. (Courtesy Dortha Davenport) 

found their own way to reach out to the stricken families. For exam- 
ple, each baby that died in Junction was buried in a pair of booties 
crotcheted by Edith Kaziah Cox Jensen, wife of Hans Peter Jensen. 

The flu claimed Junction's town president, forty-one-year-old 
William Lorenzo Johnson, on 2 November 1918, leaving his wife, 
Florence, and six children. Louisa Emily Brinkerhoff died on 5 
November 19 18; two days later, her husband, James Raymond, died 
also, leaving three small sons ages four, two, and four months. The 
following May, the disease took Gladys Blake Robinson, wife of Piute 
County Superintendent of Schools Dennison H. Robinson and 
mother of his four small children.45 Melvin Morrill remembered 
another couple who came down with the flu and died a few hours 
apart. In all, some twenty-five people died in Junction out of a popu- 
lation of 300. 

As the community of Greenwich braced for the epidemic, Walker 
Ammon, chief of the Koosharem Indians, and his wife, Dora, went 
into town to tell Louis Hatch what he and the townspeople should 
do were they to contract the disease. Whatever those instructions 
were, they did not help Ammon; he died of the flu a few days later. 
The Hatch children, who were very fond of the chief, cried at losing 
their good friend. 



Horace Morrill cranking his car in 1910. (Courtesy Dortha Davenport) 

Other towns had equally wrenching stories as the flu swept 
through the area; but one happy story did emerge from the epidemic. 
Myrtle Gray lived with her divorced mother in Widtsoe from the 
time she was eleven until she turned sixteen. She then went to 
Montana to live with her father. On one of her return trips to visit 
her family around 19 18, she was quarantined in Junction because of 
the epidemic. While staying there she met the young man who would 
become her husband, Clive Isaac Brinkerhoff. The couple spent the 
rest of their lives in Junction, serving their church and community in 
a variety of ways. Clive died of a heart attack at age 49. They had been 
married 3 1 years and had five children.46 

Postwar Development 
The Methodist church, a positive presence in Marysvale for 

nearly thirty years, built a substantial new church in the town with a 
parsonage attached. It was begun in 19 17 and finished the next year. 
Reverend Martin Thomas served as pastor of various communities, 
including Marysvale, Junction, Alunite, and Elsinore. The Marysvale 
church had thirty-seven members, seventeen of whom lived outside 
the town. Two rooms, costing a total of $600, were added to the par- 
sonage in 1920. That year, the congregation, which now numbered 
sixty-eight, paid their pastor a salary of $450. A year later a bathroom 





The flooded Sevier River at Circleville after the Hatch Dam broke in May 
19 14. (Courtesy Gerald W. Cannon) 

was added to the structure for another $500. F.F. Gibbs replaced 
Thomas as pastor in 1922 and stayed four years. After he left in 1926 
the parsonage remained empty with the windows boarded for a 
decade. 

Superintendent Dr. William E. Blackstock of the Utah Methodist 
Mission visited Marysvale in the mid- 1930s and decided the church 
should either be used or sold. Some 35 percent of the Marysvale pop- 
ulation was considered non-Mormon-enough for Blackstock to 
petition the Methodist Board of Home Missions and Church 
Extension for money to reopen the church in Marysvale. Funds were 
in short supply, however, and the board could offer no help. Not to 



Piute County servicemen during World War I. (Courtesy Dortha 
Davenport) 



The Circleville Orchestra about 19 15. (Courtesy Fontella Simkins) 

be discouraged, the persistent Blackstock requested help from the 
Women's Home Missionary Society. It assigned Ruth Saven to 
Marysvale in 1936, and she "very quickly won the respect and esteem 
of the entire community," according to the Piute County News. She 
immediately began a Sunday School, church services, and a week day 
school that included pre-school and grades one through four. The 
school had fifty children its second year. Twenty-two attended the 
Sunday School. 

While in Marysvale Ruth Saven received her ordination orders. 
On 7 August 1938 she married Charles Giffen in the church there. 
Pastor Saven stayed one more year. Two other women followed her; 
the first was Hettie Mae Parsons, who stayed until her marriage to 
Alex Hass seven years later. She also received her ordination orders 
while in Marysvale. Fresh out of the Boston University Theological 
School, newly ordained Grace Wasem arrived in Marysvale on 1 
August 1946.47 

Another ore discovery near Marysvale-silver this time-was 
announced on 6 September 1919 in the Richfield Reaper with two- 



inch headlines. The Wedge mines were producing ore that ran from 
$3,000 to $4,000 a ton-with one sample being valued at $6,000 a 
ton. An adjoining mine reported similar silver values. 

In still another development a month earlier, William E. White, 
state legislator from Piute County, published an appeal to the U.S. 
Congress to establish tariff controls on potash imported from other 
countries or pay a bonus to the domestic producers that would 
amount to the difference between the price of American potash and 
the cheaper foreign pr~duct. '~ 

Even as one area began to prosper, however, another ran into 
trouble. A spring-like thaw had begun melting the south-facing 
slopes of the mountains above the Bradburn and Florence Mines in 
North Fork Canyon in late February 19 19." Temperatures plunged at 
night, freezing a hard, icy crust on the snowpack. Then, a winter 
storm dropped up to four feet of new snow in the canyons. The next 
afternoon the snow broke loose on the edge of Edna Crater, sending 
an avalanche some 2,000 feet wide and 50 to 100 feet deep down the 
mountainside. It carried huge boulders and snapped large trees like 
toothpicks. Peter Jensen and his son were hauling ore on the trail 
leading to the Bradburn Mine and had just rounded a corner when 
the avalanche hit them. According to the Piute Chieftain, "The elder 
Jensen was hurled in the air and when he alighted he was carried with 
mighty speed some 1800 feet to the bottom of the canyon where the 
slide had spent its force.'' The partially covered man pulled himself 
from the debris. Although he suffered some bruises and badly 
strained muscles, he had no broken bones. His son fared even better, 
escaping without any injuries. 

Hugh Gileger, employed by Swift & Company, had been working 
in the timber near the top of the mountain when he heard the 
avalanche's roar and ran for safety. The slide hit him and carried him 
for some distance before he managed go grab onto a limb of a tree. 
When the snow settled, Gileger found himself suspended in a tree 
some fifteen feet in the air. He remained there until a rescue party 
helped him down. Although no people were killed, six horses were 
caught in the avalanche and all perished, their harnesses stripped 
from them by the force of the slide. 

With the close of another decade, and the First World War 



behind them, Piute County residents anticipated a future of growth 

and prosperity. Both would remain illusive. 
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County. It is believed that an unnamed Junction woman had been 
away visiting and contracted the disease in February 1920. When she 
returned, she covered the pox sores with heavy makeup and attend a 
town dance, exposing others who had not already contracted small- 
pox in a 1918 outbreak. The record does not report the total number 
who were affected in the county, but the outbreak was serious and 
did spread to other towns. 

At that time Dr. Charles V. Moorhouse still had his medical prac- 
tice in Junction, but he ran into trouble when his drinking habits 
began to interfere with his care of patients. In March 1922 the state 
revoked his license for "unprofessional conduct." Morehouse was able 
to reorder his life and was later reinstated, serving the area for many 
years. He had been particularly diligent in helping many in Kingston 
and Junction during the influenza epidemic, so county residents were 
pleased when he was allowed to practice medicine again.' 

By 1920 farming and stock raising had replaced mining as the 
leading industries in Piute County. During the late nineteenth cen- 
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tury, farmers had seen the county's once lush and forested high coun- 
try and its other public lands overgrazed, particularly by large tran- 
sient sheep herds, but also by cattle. The forests had been overlogged 
and the watersheds damaged; overhunting had eliminated all the 
elk-not only in Piute County but in the entire state. When 144 Utah 
citizens, some residents of the Sevier River valleys, petitioned the 
United States government to regulate the use of public lands, the 
Fishlake National Forest was created. About 40 percent of Piute 
County lies in this forest. Most of the U.S. Forest Service land is still 
used as summer grazing for livestock, but use is regulated through 
allotments of particular areas and permits. In 1914 elk were intro- 
duced back into the state with a herd of forty-eight placed on Mount 
Nebo. With the establishment of the Taylor Grazing Act in 1934, the 
lower rangelands in the public domain received needed protection as 
well. Although some ranchers and sheep men balked at the regula- 
tions, the mountains and valleys of Piute County have recovered sub- 
stantially over the years, providing improved watershed, grazing, 
wildlife habitat, and recreation. 

By the mid-1920s, the towns served by the Denver and Rio 
Grande trains were again unhappy with their service, particularly the 
schedule. The train's arrival in Marysvale at night made it difficult to 
distribute mail and unload commodities. The dance floors had 



hardly been swept after the ringing in of 1924 at New Year's Eve 
dances when a group of leading citizens from Sanpete, Sevier, Piute, 
and Garfield Counties met in Richfield with officials of the Denver 
and Rio Grande Western Railroad to find a solution. Railroad offi- 
cials attending included Passenger Traffic Manager J.D. Stack and 
four others. The Richfield Commercial Club was the prime mover 
and had organized the meeting at the Johnston Hotel, including a 
fine dinner and entertainment. Stack responded to the hospitality as 
he addressed the group: 

I well realize it was no easy task in getting the commercial bodies of 
so many cities together for the meeting at one location. . . . I surely 
appreciate it and want to assure you of my cooperation in every 
way in responding to that which is my duty and in doing my part. 
I cannot recall having attended a meeting any place where a greater 
spirit of cooperation was displayed than . . . at your meeting by the 
good people [of] that territory which is serviced by our Marysvale 
branch and I hope we will become better acquainted from day to 
day and week by week. 

Stack soon issued a new train schedule for the Marysvale line, effec- 
tive on 27 January. The trains would leave Salt Lake City at 6:20 A.M. 

and the schedule would be tightened by ten minutes, so the train 
would arrive in Marysvale at 5:lO P.M. The northbound train would 
leave Marysvale the next morning at 8:30. That trip was shortened by 
sixteen minutes, so the train would steam into Salt Lake City at 459 
P.M. Stack said there would be "rigid cleanliness and sanitation in the 
passenger cars.'' He also made a promise the railroad could not keep, 
however: "When development and market conditions for the 
resources in the counties to the south will warrant it, the railroad will 
look favorably upon extension of the line from Marysvale to the 
south boundary of the state.'j2 

The State of Utah received new highway funds from Washington, 
D.C., in 1924, with $27,000 earmarked to gravel 4.5 miles of road 
south of Junction to the Garfield County line. The road between 
Salina and Richfield was also scheduled for improvement. Slowly but 
surely, U.S. Highway 89 was being made better for the increased auto- 
mobile traffic. That same year, the Auto Club of Southern California 
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and the Auto Club of Utah combined efforts to add road marker 
signs through much of Utah. With Richfield as the control point in 
the system, the clubs erected forty signs between that town and 
Marysvale, thirty-nine between Marysvale and Panguitch, and eleven 
between Marysvale and Cove Fort. On the route from Junction to 
Widtsoe in Johns Valley and on to Panguitch they placed 101 high- 
way signs. An article in the Richfield Reaper stated: "The markers are 
of heavy steel construction with heavy enamel facing capable of with- 
standing the elements for many years unless maliciously damaged. 
. . . While the placing of these signs has been practically finished, 
additions will be made from time to time as the need becomes appar- 
ent to serve  tourist^."^ 

In the summer of 1926 Mormon church apostle David 0. McKay 
and his sons lived in Junction while they cultivated forty acres of cer- 
tified seed potatoes. Although seed potatoes had been grown in the 
area for some time, the McKay crop was the largest ever harvested 
and put the area on the map as a prime producer of seed potatoes. 
David 0. McKay, who later became LDS church president, is consid- 



ered the "father of the Piute Potato Growers Association04 By the 
1940s potatoes would be a major crop in Piute County. Huge under- 
ground potato cellars covered with mounds of dirt over pole-and- 
brush roofs dotted the landscape on the edge of communities. They 
were used to store seed potatoes where they would not freeze. In the 
spring, workers cut potatoes so each piece had one "eye" to sprout 
when planted. At harvest time, many participated. Men harvested the 
crop and women sorted and cleaned the potatoes for shipping. Older 
grade-school children could get jobs picking up and sorting potatoes. 
This not only helped the farmers, but with the money earned they 
could buy their own school clothes or other goods. Each fall school 
let out for a week for potato picking; and in the spring a week was 
designated for potato cutting.' 

Progress in  the County Schools 
Between 19 19 and 192 1, three Piute County towns got new 

schools: Junction, Marysvale, and Circleville. Junction added a ninth 
grade class that met in the gymnasium of the new building. Principal 
Francis Albert Jackman taught the new class. One ninth grader, Luris 
Allen, rode his horse from Kingston every day to attend school. He 
later taught in the LDS seminary program at Gunnison in Sevier 
County. Jackman taught school in Junction for twenty-two years 
before he moved to Salt Lake City in 1942. 

Under the leadership of principal Frank Riggs and county super- 
intendent Ray Nelson, Circleville's new school was begun in 1919; the 
first classes met there in 1921. The elementary classes were moved 
into the new school that year, and the next year the old rock school 
became the first high school in Piute County. Superintendent 
Nielsen's daughter Eva contacted all the prospective students who 
had finished eighth grade and invited them to attend the new ninth 
grade classes. Nine students responded. Rex Fullmer was chosen pres- 
ident in the school's first student body election. Circleville High 
School graduated its first class, eight boys and one girl, on 6 May 
1926.6 

In the fall of 1927 a new high school replaced the old rock build- 
ing and a new principal, D.D. Adamson, took over the administra- 
tion. At first, the old gymnasium was still used for all the school's 
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recreational activities, but in December a new gymnasium was dedi- 
cated. The old gym was converted into classroom space for home 
economics, science, agriculture, and shop classes. Meeks Halladay 
became the first student body president of new Piute High School. 
The school made a successful application for accreditation to the 
Utah State Superintendent of Public Instruction. 

For the first three years of the new high school, a white-top 
buggy brought the Kingston scholars to Circleville and returned 
them home each evening. In 1930 the school district bought a bus 
and hired George Davies of Junction to drive it. The bus started its 
route in Junction and picked up students in Kingston before deliver- 
ing them all to the high school in Circleville. Other students from 
more distant towns soon began boarding at Circleville so they also 
could have the advantage of a high school education. A new addition, 
which expanded the number of classrooms and provided a new shop, 
was begun in 1949 and completed in 1951-52 with funds raised pri- 
marily from donations. 

In the meantime, the old rock elementary school in Circleville 
was condemned as a fire hazard. Although it had served the town 
well, it was still heated with stoves and had no inside plumbing except 
a wash basin. The building was torn down and the rock reused in 
constructing a new grade school-a Depression-era project. 

After the completion of Marysvale's new elementary school in 
1920, the town abandoned its two-story stone building built in 1907, 
which became a place for public meetings and other community 
events for another forty years. It still stands on Marysvale's Main 
Street but has been boarded up for decades In 1923, high school 
classes began at Marysvale; but the school did not graduate its first 
class until 1928. That class consisted of one student: LaPriel Howes 
Nielson. The 1929 class also had one graduate, Murray Lewis, son of 
the school's music teacher, Kate Lewis. He had attended high school 
in Circleville for two years before moving to Marysvale, so he 
returned there to graduate with that senior class. With the exception 
of the school year of 1946-47 when there was a teacher shortage, 
Marysvale continued to hold high school, with increasingly larger 
graduating classes. Grades one through twelve all met in the same 
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school. The Methodist church offered pre-school with Reverend 
Grace A. Wasem taking over in the late 1940s. 

In Grass Valley, Angle's one room school, fondly dubbed the 
"Little Red Schoolhouse," closed in 193 1. Milo Campbell drove the 
bus that carried local students to Circleville. After 1944 the school 
bus picked up the Angle children and dropped off the youngest ele- 
mentary students at Antimony; older elementary children and those 
of high school age were taken to Circleville. During the 1940s the 
number of students bussed ranged between ten and fifteen. The 
county school board became responsible for the route in 1949 and 
furnished both bus and driver; the parents and towns had previously 
provided that service. 

Another school located in the center of the farming area in the 
vicinity of today's Otter Creek Reservoir stood about ten miles south 
of Angle and five miles north of Antimony near the Piute-Garfield 
county line in Garfield County. It was on the edge of a little bench 
just east of the Savage Ranch. The log Otter School served the area 



ranches intermittently from the time of its construction in 1890 to 
1930 when students were bussed to other schools. 

Kingston replaced its 1895 brick school with a sturdy concrete 
one in 19 10. The old structure was eventually remodeled and became 
part of the local Mormon church building. The new elementary 
school was built with two solid cement walls that had an insulating 
air space between them. The outside of the building looked like it was 
made of cement blocks. It had three classrooms and served the com- 
munity until 1930 when the school board closed the school and 
bussed the elementary-age children to Junction.' 

In the north end of Grass Valley the little two-room 
Presbyterian-built school in Otter (now Greenwich) had students 
until 1928. That year the ranchers made arrangements through the 
Sevier County School District to have the students bussed to 
Koosharem. The number of students from Box Creek varied, but they 
often numbered over t h i r t ~ . ~  

Koosharem's pioneer schoolhouse was used until 1906. The new 
two-story school was constructed at a cost of $4,780.84 and had four 
classrooms, a library, and an office. In February 1924 the towns of 
Koosharem, Box Creek, and Burrville (across the line in Sevier 
County) petitioned the Piute School District to provide two more 
years of high school. The board had only recently granted them 
classes to the tenth grade; now the towns were asking for an eleventh 
grade the following term and, eventually, a complete high school. 
Citizens estimated that from seventy to eighty students would attend 
the expanded high school. According to one report, "They pleaded 
that sending their students to any of the high schools in the district 
would mean a heavy financial sacrifice and in addition would 
estrange the children from their home towns.'' The Piute School 
Board was sympathetic. It encouraged the group to also meet with 
the Sevier County School Board, which shared the cost of the 
Koosharem schools, and promised it would do whatever it could to 
accommodate the request. Koosharem soon had eleventh and twelfth 
 grade^.^ 

The results of survey conducted later in the decade convinced the 
patrons of the Koosharem school that they needed to enlarge their 
high school. Principal Ronald Jensen became the catalyst for the 



improvements. In 1930 an extension added two more classrooms, an 
activity room, lavatories, and an updated heating system. 

That same year, the haggling over the boundary line between 
Piute and Sevier Counties finally came to an end. Several earlier 
attempts to resolve the issue had been made without success. In 1919 
Sevier County Surveyor Homer McCarty drew a line that included 
Koosharem in his county. Piute County officials protested; they later 
did their own survey, which placed Koosharem south of the line. That 
proved unsatisfactory to Sevier officials. A lawsuit forced the bound- 
ary back to the McCarty line, creating an uneasy situation. 

The people who lived along the disputed boundary were in a 
bind, as both counties assessed them for taxes. If they paid in one 
county, the other could attempt to sell their land for delinquent taxes. 
Both counties finally agreed to solve the impasse while the 1930 state 
legislature was in session. The final decision put Koosharem in Sevier 
County. Piute County's representative to the legislature, Charles 
Dalton, introduced the bill before the House, where it passed. This 
did relieve the difficulty of Piute County citizens funding the 
Koosharem  school^.'^ 

In 1945 the old creamery building in Koosharem was remodeled 
to provide a place for shop classes to be held. The school housed both 
elementary and high school classes-all funded by the Sevier County 
School Board.'' 

By mid-century Piute County had an elementary and high 
school at Marysvale, an elementary school at Junction, and a com- 
bined elementary and high school at Circleville. School-age children 
in the county were bussed, if necessary, to one of these schools. Talk 
began on the possibility of consolidating the high schools into a more 
central location-Junction. 

Publicizing Bryce Canyon 
Even before World War I the automobile signaled the birth of a 

new industry-tourism. Residents of both Piute and Garfield 
Counties had known the splendor of Bryce Canyon for decades, but 
the roads to the canyon were little more than wagon trails, and sight- 
seeing trips were not an option in the work-a-day world of most res- 
idents. But the arrival of the automobile and the transfer of forest 
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supervisor W.H. Humphrey from Moab to Panguitch on 1 July 1915 
helped catapult this scenic wonder to national attention. Elias Smith, 
forest ranger of the East Fork Division of the Fishlake National Forest 
invited Humphrey to go with him to see the canyon. Although "he 
was loath to take the time right then . . . the ranger insisted."12 

"You can perhaps imagine my surprise at the indescribable 
beauty that greeted us," Humphrey later wrote. "It was sundown 
before I could be dragged from the canyon view. . . . I went back the 
next morning to see the canyon once more, and to plan in my mind 
how this attraction could be made accessible to the public."13 
Humphrey assigned the publicizing of Bryce Canyon to Mark 
Anderson, foreman of a Forest Service grazing crew. 

Anderson's first view of the canyon came early the next spring. 
Immediately on returning to Panguitch he telegraphed a message to 
the district office in Ogden asking that regional forest service pho- 
tographer George Goshen "be sent down to Bryce Canyon with 
movie and still cameras to take pictures of the grazing crew "at work 
near the plateau rim." Goshen lost no time; he arrived by train in 
Marysvale the next day and took a car to Panguitch, arriving by 
evening, and worked all the following day. A stack of photographs 



and the movie were sent to U.S. Forest Service officials in 
Washington, D.C., and also made available to Union Pacific Railroad 
officials in Omaha, Nebraska. l4 

The first two descriptive articles about Bryce Canyon came out 
in the latter part of 1916. One article was by a member of the graz- 
ing crew, Arthur W. Stevens, illustrated by Goshen's photographs, for 
the Union Pacific publication Outdoor Lqe. The second was an article 
for the Denver and Rio Grande Western Railroad's periodical Red 
Book, dictated by Humphrey and published under the name of clerk 
J.J. Drew. Since this railroad had a spur as far south as Marysvale, 
Humphrey tried to interest its owners in the tourism possibilities of 
Bryce, Zion, and Grand Canyons, with Marysvale as the jumping-off 
station. He may even have hoped the line would be extended to 
Panguitch. 

In the summer of 19 17 the director of the Utah State Automobile 
Association, C.B. Hawley, drove to Bryce Canyon and came away 
impressed. As a result of Hawley's visit and later excursions by other 
automobile association officials, Salt Lake Tribune photographer 
Oliver J. Grimes came to take pictures of the canyon the next sum- 
mer. He published a full-page article entitled "Utah's New 
Wonderland," which appeared in the Tribune's Sunday magazine sec- 
tion on 25 August 19 18. Grimes become state secretary to Governor 
Simon Bamberger, and, although he was unable to influence the gov- 
ernor to improve U.S. Highway 89 and make Bryce Canyon more 
accessible (Bamberger once said, "I will build no roads to rocks!"), 
Grimes did influence the Utah Legislature to pass a "Joint Memorial" 
on 13 March 1919, directed to the United States Congress. It asked 
Congress to "set aside for the use and enjoyment of the people a suit- 
able area embracing 'Bryce's Canyon' as a national monument under 
the name of the 'Temple of the Gods National Monument."'l5 

Steven Mather, the first director of the National Park Service, 
urged new Utah governor Charles R. Mabey and the state legislature 
to make Bryce Canyon a state park rather than a national park. After 
three years, however, the state had failed to do anything and Mather 
agreed in 1924 to make the canyon a national monument, adminis- 
tered by the National Forest Service. 

Until new roads could be built between Zion National Park and 



U.S. Highway 89, tourist traffic was routed primarily through 
Marysvale by way of the Denver and Rio Grande Western Railway. 
Three automobile touring companies met the train each day as it 
arrived at Marysvale. Arthur E. Hanks, a Marysvale resident, con- 
ducted one-and-a-half-day tours to Bryce Canyon and a four-and-a- 
half-day trip to the Grand Canyon's North Rim by way of Bryce 
Canyon. Kanab resident H.I. Bowman had his headquarters in Kanab 
for a touring business that took in both Bryce Canyon and the North 
Rim. Only one company, Parry Brothers of Cedar City (owned by 
Chauncy and Gronway Parry) served all four area scenic destinations: 
Zion, Cedar Breaks, Bryce, and the North Rim. These tours, however, 
were not inexpensive for the 1920s. Parry Brothers charged eighty 
dollars per person for a five-day trip to the North Rim and Bryce; an 
eight-day grand loop tour of all four scenic locations cost $140. 

In 1924 the Utah Parks Company subsidiary of Union Pacific 
Railroad got approval to establish an auto stage line from Cedar City 
through the scenic lands of southern Utah to Marysvale. It would 
radiate from both towns so that tourists arriving in Marysvale via the 
Denver and Rio Grande Railroad would also be served. The route 
would extend to Cedar Breaks, Panguitch Lake, Bryce Canyon, and 
Zion National Park. Parry Brothers, which had operated this service 
on a somewhat smaller scale, would thereafter serve only the route to 
the Grand Canyon. The Richfield Reaper reported that forty twelve- 
passenger touring cars were to be placed in service by the parks com- 
pany, at a cost of $190,000. The Utah Parks Company was also 
investing $798,791 in facilities at the two parks, with $363,208 hav- 
ing already been allocated. The central lodge and cabins at Zion were 
nearly complete. Fifty-one cabins at Bryce would be finished by the 
opening of the tourist season that year. At Cedar Breaks the stages 
would have a lunch stop, and the company would build facilities 
there as well. 

The D&RGW responded by again modifying its schedule to 
accommodate the tourists. Trains would arrive at Marysvale forty 
minutes earlier, at 4:30 P.M., and leave for a return trip the next morn- 
ing eight minutes later, at 8:22. The company also installed new pas- 
senger coaches on the Marysvale line, making travel much more 
comfortable. The touring companies did well until 1930, when the 
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National Park Service completed the Zion Tunnel, which enabled the 
Union Pacific Railroad to better utilize their Cedar City spur line and 
dominate the train and bus tour industry to Bryce Canyon. They 
contracted services from the Parry Brothers to take the rail passen- 
gers from the railhead in Cedar City to Zion National Park, the North 
Rim of the Grand Canyon, Bryce Canyon, and back through Cedar 
Breaks. 

The D&RGW not only curtailed its passenger service but its mail 
service as well. The stock market crash of the previous October was 
probably partly responsible for this decision. Area residents again ral- 
lied and petitioned the railroad to reconsider. It did. On 1 June 1930 
the first train to inaugurate the new mail service arrived in Marysvale 
to a celebration the likes of which had not been seen since the open- 
ing of the Marysvale spur in 1900. The new "fast train" arrived in 
Marysvale shortly after noon, in time to carry the mail on to Kanab 
the same day. The return train would leave at 12:45, arriving in Salt 
Lake City in time for mail to be distributed there the next day. 



Spectators lined the tracks at each stop to show their support for the 
new schedule. At Marysvale, D&RGW assistant traffic manager A. J. 
Cronin received a rousing welcome. Some 400 supporters from 
Gunnison to Panguitch were on hand at the station with a "pep" 
band. Three passenger cars on the train were also filled with shout- 
ing, singing boosters. 

The passengers were greeted by Marysvale mayor J.W. Robinson 
and a band. Mayor F.G. Martines of Richfield served as master of cer- 
emonies, thanking the railroad officials for their response to the area 
citizens. Cronin said that the railroad "would be laying rails south of 
Marysvale right now if it were not for the financial depression that 
hit the country last October when the stock market crash came." 
According to the Richfield Reaper, "He believed it would only be a 
matter of a short time until this track will be extended down to 
Panguitch and eventually on to the Pacific Coast as originally 
plannedlV6 

Without the auto stage line of the Utah Parks Company, however, 
Marysvale would no longer operate as jumping-off point for Bryce, 
Zion, and Grand Canyon passengers. Piute County would still bene- 
fit from the automobile tourism on U.S. Highway 89, but, by with- 
drawing the stage line from Marysvale, the Union Pacific Railroad 
successfully ended the Denver and Rio Grande's tourist business to 
Mar ysvale. 

The Piute County News 
Francis Albert Jackman came to Piute County as a school teacher. 

A graduate of Brigham Young University, he taught at Spanish Fork, 
Mapleton, Koosharem, and Sevier. In 1920 he arrived in Junction, 
where he taught seventh and eighth grade classes for twenty-two 
years and was also the elementary school principal. Jackrnan was not 
only an educator, he was an artist and sculptor. He taught art, music, 
and drama outside of the schoolroom and was a paperhanger, car- 
penter, cabinetmaker, and painter. He was founding editor, owner, 
and publisher of the Piute County News, which began in May 1924. 

Francis Jackman also served as the Junction justice of the peace 
as well as being active in other civic and church callings. He and his 
wife, Nancy Pearl Jackman, had six children, the last two being twin 



sons. Nancy died giving birth to them on 3 April 1923. A year later, 
Francis Jackman married twenty-two-year-old Edith Foreman, who 
had graduated from Piute High School and become a nurse. She and 
Jackman had four children." His brother Wallace Jackman owned the 
Equitable Co-op, a mercantile store located north of the Piute 
County Courthouse. 

During the Depression Harry Newell Swanson and his wife, 
Laura Eva Beebe, moved to Piute County. She had been born in 
Junction in 1894 to Gilbert Reed and Emma Adelica Bunce Beebe. A 
remarkable woman who had been born with deformed hands, Eva 
learned to type and graduated from the University of Utah with a 
teaching degree. Soon after her graduation, she met Harry Swanson 
and the two were married in August 19 17. Swanson, an enlisted man 
in the U.S. Army, was stationed at Salt Lake City at the time. While 
serving in New Orleans a corneal ulcer left him blind in one eye, and 
he received a medical discharge in 19 18. The couple homesteaded 160 
acres in Johns Vdey, and Eva taught school in Henderson, Utah (now 
a ghost town), until Harry completed his veterinary training at Utah 
State Agricultural College in Logan. The couple then moved to 
Greenwich, where Eva taught school. The Swansons soon became 
acquainted with Francis Jackrnan and bought the Piute County News 
from him in January 1926.'" 

The purchase required the Swansons to move to Junction. 
Jackman not only encouraged their success but became their first 
paid subscriber, at the rate of $1.50 a year. The Swansons also took 
garden produce and fruit in payment from those who did not have 
cash for a subscription. The paper was published each Friday on a 
primitive Washington hand press-the only one in use in the state. 
Harry Swanson got a Maytag washing machine dealership to help 
make ends meet. The machines were gas-powered, since electricity 
had not yet arrived in Junction. The couple also raised chickens and 
sold meat and eggs. 

For seven years Eva Swanson published the paper. She hired two 
sisters, Christy and Etta Bay, to set type. This was a meticulous job, 
accomplished with tweezers. On 25 August 1933 Eva's son Beebe and 
his friend Theo Hyrnas were helping to clean up around the office by 
picking up scrap papers and stuffing them into a backroom stove. 
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When the stove was full they decided to use a little gasoline to start 
the fire. The match ignited gasoline fumes and flashed to the gasoline 
can nearby, which exploded. The room was instantly filled with 
flames and within minutes the whole building was on fire. 
Fortunately, no one was badly hurt or killed in the catastrophe, but 
the newspaper was a total loss and the Swansons had no insurance. 
When Eva Swanson was asked what started the fire, she replied, "Two 
small boys, one match and a can of gasoline. . . . It will take more than 
one fire to keep a good [wolman down." Eva then said, "I intend to 
rebuild and equip the shop as soon as possible.'"' 

She asked fellow publisher H.W. Cherry of Gunnison to publish the 
Piute County News until she could make other arrangements. Within a 
few weeks Eva was publishing again in Junction-this time in the south 
room of her home. She hired Fern Ackerman to set and tear down type, 
and Harry ran the press. Eva wrote and edited articles but also began 
working at the courthouse, typing for her father, who was Piute County 
Attorney. Rarola Ackerman (later LeFevre) and Dortha Brinkerhoff 
(later Davenport) hired on to do the cooking and household chores as 
well as help Fern Ackerman with the typesetting. 



Tragedy struck again on 27 November 1936 when Fern 
Ackerman was killed in an automobile accident. Without Fern, and 
with Harry's eyesight failing, managing the newspaper became too 
difficult for Eva. On 12 July 1937 she sold the paper to A.C. Saunders 
of Castle Dale. The Swansons moved to Salt Lake City, and within a 
short time Harry was totally blind. He attended the local school for 
the blind for nineteen years and sold brooms to help support himself 
and Eva. He died on 20 March 1970 at age seventy-five. Eva lived six- 
teen more years, most of those in poor health, and she too lost her 
eyesight. She died in Salt Lake City at age ninety-two." 

A.C. Saunders, the previous owner of the Beaver Press and 
Milford News, moved the Piute County  News to Marysvale, where 
Charles M. Giffin served as editor. The Garfield County  News in 
Panguitch did the printing for Saunders. Before this time, Marysvale 
had its own newspaper, the Piute News. It began publishing in July 
1920 with Heber Meeks as the editor. It is not clear whether that 
paper was defunct when Saunders moved the Piute County News to 
Marysvale or if the two merged at the time. Saunders sold out to 
George R. Swain of Salina in January 1941. Swain hired Irene Tate 
Elder as editor and manager. By 1944 James K. Crawford of 
Panguitch was the owner. He retained Elder as editor and manager. 
The paper was still published by the Garfield County News printing 
press until 1948 when that newspaper came under new ownership 
and Crawford contracted with the Richfield Reaper to print the Piute 
paper. Elder ran the paper until it ceased publication. During her first 
years at the newspaper, she would travel around the county collect- 
ing for subscriptions, often being paid in eggs, chickens, garden pro- 
duce, or the like.21 

The Great Depression 
Utah was one of the states hardest hit by the Great Depression of 

the 1930s, and Piute County was no exception. When a bank in 
Richfield closed, many Piute County citizens lost their life savings. 
The Richfield Commercial and Savings Bank was able to stay open 
because a Circleville rancher used his own money to assure coverage 
of the bank's accounts. Still, in 1932, the county bucked a state trend 
by voting for Herbert Hoover's reelection; but the vote was close- 



434 for Hoover and 403 for Franklin D. Roosevelt. Residents also 
voted 442 to 56 for a state constitutional amendment to implement a 
minimum wage. The state's prohibition law was repealed; however, 
that tally in the county was much closer and somewhat surprising 
considering the mining population: there were with 267 ballots cast 
to repeal and 269 "no" votes.22 

With few or no markets for farm goods and cattle, area ranchers 
and farmers had no money to purchase commodities from others. 
This resulted in complete stagnation of the economy. News that 
funds were available to construct some five miles of road through 
Sevier Canyon to the Piute County line brought hope for employ- 
ment to many men. The existing road would be brought up to state 
highway standards, furnishing work for several months. Unskilled 
laborers would be paid forty-eight cents an hour and skilled laborers 
would earn sixty cents an hour. The road project claimed the life of 
one worker from Nephi, Ezekiel H. Ewell. When a buried charge of 
dynamite failed to go off, Ewell began digging for it. His pick struck 
the cap, and the explosion killed him. 

The short-lived Civil Works Administration (CWA) came into 
being at the end of 1933. Designed to meet an emergency that gov- 
ernment officials and citizens alike hoped would be short, the 
agency's goal was to "provide men with work rather than a dole." 
State, county, and municipal officials instigated a variety of projects 
that were required "to be of a worthwhile nature, of social and eco- 
nomic value to the communities, and not a part of the regular 
municipal or governmental operations." In the six months of the 
agency's operation, Piute County benefited by $17,26 1.93. Of that, 
$15,3 18.92 was paid to Piute County workers. The most significant 
aspect of the program, however, was that it laid the foundation for a 
policy of even more extensive national public works projects. 

Several years of drought conditions had plagued farmers and 
ranchers. Then, in 1934, an acute lack of water reduced the Sevier 
River flow to 25 percent of normal; the crop yield of Piute and Sevier 
Counties was down 25 to 35 percent. The drought combined with 
low market prices for agricultural products to drive a number of 
small stockmen and farmers to go on government relief. 

Adding to the water-shortage problem, it had been projected at 



A band participating in a Fourth of July parade at Kimberly. (Utah State 
Historical Society) 

the time of construction that the Piute Reservoir would provide irri- 
gation for an estimated 15,000 acres. In reality, however, the farmers 
downstream could depend on only enough water for 3,000 acres. The 
land owners had already paid over $600,000 to the state for the irri- 
gation system and land purchases-more than $200 an acre-and 
still owed another $1,000,000. In October 1937 the state officially rec- 
ognized the enormous loss to the county and moved to rectify it. The 
state legislature passed a bill granting release to the Piute Reservoir 
and Irrigation company from the balance of the indebtedness. This 
was not a gift to the Piute Reservoir and Irrigation Company; the 
state had sold the land and the reservoir to the company with the 
promise that the necessary irrigation water would be available. It was 
not. The debt relief came at time when many of the company's stock 
holders were beginning to feel the pinch of the economic depres- 
 ion.^^ 

Several individuals throughout the county applied to state 
drought-relief projects to help drill both domestic and irrigation 
wells. Towns also took advantage of the funds. Circleville got a new 



pipeline for its culinary water, as did Kingston. A Bagley Ranch 
pipeline in Grass Valley was extended to the Koosharem Indian vil- 
lage, giving the Native Americans there a clean culinary water supply. 
In all, the Utah Drought Relief Division drilled six wells, constructed 
or made repairs to four pipelines, and constructed one waterway and 
a culinary reservoir. At the end of July 1934 the county had received 
$2,250 in drought relief, with payment for an additional $28,130 
  ending.'^ 

Under the Works Projects Administration (WPA) both men and 
women were able to get work. The Civilian Conservation Corps 
(CCC) provided work for young men. The first local men to enlist 
with the CCC were Clive Brinkerhoff, Marion Mangum, Marlo 
Zabriski, and Rex Thompson. Soon others followed. They were paid 
thirty dollars a month, the majority of which was sent to help their 
families. The men lived in military style camps and were provided 
room, board, and clothing. Projects mainly involved building and 
repairing roads,trails, parks, and watersheds. New roads they built 
into the Fishlake National Forest made firewood more readily avail- 
able and opened the way to developing campgrounds and fishing 
areas. Roads to various mining districts also were improved, as were 
those traversed by school buses. 

Women made contributions both in conserving at home and 
helping to provide for others. In many ways, they returned to the pio- 
neer skills of their mothers. They saved fat scraps and cooked them 
with lye and water to make soap. Women made their own bread, a 
staple at every meal, with supper often being a bowl of milk with 
homemade bread broken into it. A common after-school snack for 
children was a slice of bread spread with thick cream and sprinkled 
with sugar. When the lining of coats wore out, some women relined 
them with old blanket pieces. Children seldom wore shoes in the 
summer, and then usually only on Sunday. When their shoes had 
holes them, they cut out a cardboard insole to put inside. Many 
women sewed the clothes their families wore and also made clothes 
for others. They benefited from WPA-funded home industries. 
Myrtle Brinkerhoff supervised area women in making quilts and Vera 
Haycock of Circleville oversaw canning projects. In 1941 a project 
was instigated to make mattresses for families that did not have them. 



Elsie Price, Vera Haycock, Myrtle Brinkerhoff, and Nellie Greenhalgh 
of Junction supervised the making of 126 mattresses. All these 
items-clothes, quilts, mattresses, and canned goods-went to the 
needy. The women were paid thirty dollars a month. 

In 1934-35 Piute County had 556 people on relief out of a pop- 
ulation of 1,956. The average amount of work relief paid per person 
was only $13.87, but that per capita sum included children. The fed- 
eral, state, and county governments combined to initiate new work 
projects providing another $24.32 per capita for that period, or over 
$47,570 to the county.25 

The school board used WPA funds to improve nearly every 
school building in the county. Workers repaired and painted inside 
and out, graded grounds, and installed playground equipment. Some 
schools got new furniture, such as benches, tables, and cabinets built 
by WPA workers. Plumbing systems were extended to the shops and 
home economics departments. 

The Public Works Administration completed the domestic water 
system in Kingston. The Kingston town hall also got a new coat of 
paint, new ceiling, and a new stage. At Circleville, the old elementary 
school was demolished, the lumber salvaged, and a new school built 
on the existing foundation. The racetrack at the municipal park in 
Marysvale was graded and fences repaired. A outdoor dance hall built 
also was built. Marysvale, Circleville, Junction, and Kingston all had 
their town roads improved with grading and graveling. Workers built 
the hill cemetery on the south edge of Junction. They constructed the 
rock terraces and put in a culinary water tank. A weed-eradication 
program provided work for a number of men to eliminate noxious 
weeds on eighty-five acres of land. 

A report of the Works Division of the Utah Emergency Relief 
Administration summed up the agency's contributions to Piute 
County: "The General morale of relief clients was good and the pro- 
gram provided sufficient work to keep them from migrating to the 
larger population centers. Every project undertaken was worthwhile 
and added to the economic and social welfare of the ~omrnunity."'~ 

By the end of 1935 Piute County was listed as sixth in the state 
in per capita relief-at 38.2 percent of its population. Neighboring 
Garfield County topped the list with 54.9 percent of its people on 



relief. The government relief and work programs became the differ- 
ence for many families between total destitution and survival. In the 
1936 election county citizens voted nearly two to one for Roosevelt's 
reelection. In fact, nearly every Democrat in the state who ran for 
office that year won. The 1937 state legislature had seventy-eight 
Democrats and only five Republicans. Representative Samuel Page of 
Marysvale won a seat with the majority party. 

Still, recovery from the Depression progressed slowly. Marysvale- 
born Teora Newby Willis wrote of her family experiences during the 
Depression, saying, when "jobs were hard to come by, money was 
something nobody had." Teora's cousin offered to sew baby clothes 
for Teora. "Mother accepted them with a thankful heart because the 
[hand-me-down] baby clothes were worn Teora's grandfather 
customarily gave the family a fat steer upon the birth of each new 
grandchild. When they butchered the animal, half of it went to the 
doctor who delivered Teora for his services, another portion went to 
the woman who stayed with them and helped care for the other chil- 
dren while her mother recovered. The rest of the meat helped feed 
the family. 

Dortha Brinkerhoff was just ten years old when the Depression 
decade began. At that age she began earning money to help support 
herself by doing housework for other families. She then worked for 
the Piute County News and did laundry for CCC workers. In 1937, at 
age seventeen, she married William Leon Davenport, a CCC worker 
who grew up in Garfield County. Dortha and Leon Davenport are 
representative of many hard-working Piute County people who 
began their marriages during the Depression and then went on to 
provide exemplary service to their towns and county. Leon 
Davenport farmed until after the beginning of World War I1 and then 
worked at a variety of jobs. He did cement work and carpentry, 
worked at several sawmills, ran a jackhammer on road construction 
crews, and did plumbing. For the U.S. Forest Service he planted trees, 
built fences, supervised campgrounds, and fought forest fires. He also 
spent twenty-five years working in the Deer Trail Mine. He served 
two terms on the Junction town council and for thirty years was 
either president or council member on the City Creek Reservoir 
Irrigation Company and the Junction Irrigation Company. He was 



The Kimberly band poses for this photograph by the 0. Kessler Saloon. 
(Utah State Historical Society) 

also a scoutmaster, president of the local Mormon Young Men's 
Mutual Improvement Association and secretary of the Elders 
Quorum. 

Dortha Davenport was not idle either. Besides raising four chil- 
dren, she was Junction town clerk and treasurer for over twenty-six 
years and Junction postal clerk for six years. She also kept books for 
the Barlow Oil Company. Her church work included service as 
Primary president, Primary and Sunday School teacher, secretary and 
treasurer of the Primary, Relief Society, and Young Women's Mutual 
Improvement Association, bookkeeper at the local bishop's store- 
house, and ward genealogy leader. She later served as secretary and 
treasurer of the Piute County senior citizen's organization. 

When Dortha was a small child she would amuse herself by cut- 
ting out pictures she liked and pasting them in a scrap book. Soon 
she began collecting newspaper articles about people from Junction 
and elsewhere in the county. Then she started compiling short 
biographies of Junction citizens, usually provided by their family 
members. Her job as deputy county recorder enabled her to gather 
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other information about Piute people. This lifelong proclivity to doc- 
ument the history of her county, and particularly Junction, evolved 
into a treasure trove of history-some thirty-one looseleaf binders of 
information. This history made great use of her remarkable collection. 

Charles McKinley Morrill of Junction was one of the few who 
had a steady job through the first half of the Depression. He carried 
the mail between Junction and Escalante after George Davies gave up 
the route. He spent his life in Junction as a farmer, cattleman, and 
racehorse enthusiast. His wife, Flora Alhstrom, died in 1924, leaving 
him with three small children. Two years later he married Lydia 
Minerva Jolley Day. They had a son who died at birth and a daughter. 
Besides carrying the mail, he participated in civic and church affairs. 
A Republican like his father, he was elected Junction town president 
from 1930 to 1936 and served in both the Utah State Senate 
( 194 1-55) and the Utah State House of Representatives ( 1946-55). 
Lydia died in October 1943 and he married Mae Smith. They soon 
divorced. In 1949 he married Nan Nelson Haws. Charles Morrill was 
also a member of the Piute School District, a member of the National 
Cattlemens Association Advisory Board for twelve years, a member 
of the National Advisory Board of the Bureau of Land Management, 
and a director of the First State Bank of Salina for thirty-two years. 
He died of cancer on 15 September 1969. 

Although the Depression affected everyone, a few including Ivan 
Foisy had businesses that thrived. Foisy had been farming on what 
had been part of his father's place on the bench south of Marysvale 
when he decided in 1928 to expand into the chicken business. He 
soon had about 500 chickens, requiring a specific mix of six different 
products for their laying mash. He built a shed with a cement floor 
in his backyard. In it he had a grain grinder and a feed mixing area 
with storage bins. Soon neighbors began buying their feed from him, 
then townspeople, and, before long, farmers in Garfield County. The 
young entrepreneur saw an opportunity and seized it. "I had to do 
something and do it fast,'' he wrote in his autobiography "I went just 
south of our home and put up a big warehouse, 50' x 50' with a 
cement floor, . . . a big loading dock and an overhead shed, hired 
some helpers, bought a truck and hired a truck driver, built an office 
in one corner of the building, and was ready to handle a growing 



business." And grow it did, until it reached over $200,000 a year in 
sales. The Foisy Distributing Company, headquartered on the main 
highway, supplied virtually all the flour and feed grains to nearly all 
southeastern Utah and northern Arizona communities and Indian 
trading posts. Foisy had his own brand of flour milled in Nephi. The 
attractive "Blue Bird" logo had his name below it on each sack.'" 

Ivan Foisy recalled that after he began his business, he did not 
know of a single freightcar load of flour that arrived in Marysvale to 
anyone other than himself. This also applied to coal, cottonseed cake, 
corn wheat, seed oats, bran, nails in hundred-pound barrels, table 
salt, lumber, shingles, and cement. "I handled all these commodities 
and many more," he said. Foisy's wife, Naomi Poulsen, kept most of 
the books for the company. 

All of the wool in southern Utah as well as lambs went to 
Marysvale for shipment on the Denver & Rio Grande trains each 
October. Foisy saw another opportunity and had 100 tons of crushed 
sheep salt and a reasonable amount of rock salt in his warehouse each 
fall, ready to distribute to the sheep herders. When the turkey indus- 
try began in southern Utah, he contracted with the Utah Poultry 
Association to provide all their feed. Farmers would have 40,000 to 
50,000 turkeys, and supplying them became a huge task. "It all took 
weekly reports on all these feed items," Ivan remembered, "It took 
hours of work by my wife to get these reports in.'' 

By the mid-1930s Ivan Foisy had taken on a partner in his busi- 
ness, Arlos Crofts, who had been working with his father and broth- 
ers in the Orderville sawmill. Arlos and his wife, Mary, soon moved to 
Marysvale. By this time the company was also selling International 
brand trucks. 

The company soon built a warehouse and lumberyard in 
Panguitch and hired a manager for it. About this same time, Marden 
Pearson also became a partner in the business. The company bought 
the Marysvale Cash Store from J.W. Robinson, paying $10,000 for it. 
The company built a lumberyard and warehouse in connection with 
the store, selling both retail and wholesale. As trucking came into 
being, less was shipped by railroad cars. In 1939 the Foisy 
Distributing Company headquarters moved to Richfield, as did the 
Foisy and Pearson families. Arlos Crofts remained in Marysvale for a 



time to run the business there. At the same time, the company began 
building houses for the Federal Housing Administration (FHA), 
either constructing or remodeling about forty homes. 

The pace finally caught up to Ivan Foisy, and in 1940 he spent 
several days in a Salt Lake City hospital. "The doctors said I had 
ulcers, and there wasn't much they could do for me," he said. "They 
recommended I sell my part of the business . . . and get rid of my 
worries, or I wouldn't last long.'' He was also losing his eyesight. He 
sold out to his partners, who renamed the business Pearson and 
Crofts. The two partners went on to become millionaires. Ivan and 
Naomi Foisy led a quiet life with a television and appliance repair 
business until he could no longer see. He was blind for the last thirty 
years of his life. 

Another interesting person of the Depression era was Basil Lay, 
born in Escalante in February 191 1 to Mary Ellen Porter and William 
Harvey Lay. His family bought a ranch in Thompsonville later that 
same year. He received schooling in Marysvale, graduating valedicto- 
rian of his senior class. When he was just thirteen be began a haz- 
ardous career as a jockey, winning races but at different times 
breaking his neck, leg, arm, pelvis, ribs, collarbone, and thumb. He 
had a stellar career as a basketball referee. From 1929 to 1950 he trav- 
eled the state to officiate at various games. 

In the off-season Lay became a brand inspector for the Utah 
State Department of Agriculture and bought his family spread in 
Thompsonville, where he continued to ranch. He married Elynore 
Nay of Circleville in 1932. They had two daughters and a son. Basil 
Lay also served as a Piute County commissioner for fourteen years, a 
member and then chairman of the Six-County commissioners orga- 
nization and the Six-County Public Health Board, a member of the 
Advisory Council of the State Manpower Board, chairman of the 
Piute County Red Cross. He also served on the regional mental health 
board that included Piute, Wayne, Sevier, Millard, and Sanpete 
Counties, the state health board, and the governing board of Sevier 
Valley H ~ s p i t a l . ~ ~  

Depression-era medical care was scarce and dental care nonexis- 
tent in Piute County. Marysvale and Junction had medical doctors 
during some of that time, and Lydia Hall Spencer practiced nursing 



in Junction and other nearby communities. Dr. David L. McDonald 
had been a surgeon at LDS Hospital in Salt Lake City for ten years 
before operating his own hospital at Park City. Toward the end of his 
career he traveled around southern Utah doing tonsillectomies. In 
1930 he stayed in Junction for a week. He set up a table in the living 
room of Clive and Myrtle Brinkerhoff. Myrtle and Mae Norton 
assisted him in removing the tonsils of six children, including the 
Brinkerhoff's ten-year-old daughter Dortha. Parents took their chil- 
dren home for recovery.30 

In July 1935 Dr. Alton Alphonse Jenkens arrived in Junction to 
begin his practice. A year later he moved to Marysvale when his 
brother Kirt L. Jenkens, also a medical doctor, moved to Junction to 
take over the practice there. Dr. Alton Jenkens was later appointed to 
the Utah State Board of Health and moved to Salt Lake City. At that 
time Dr. Kirt Jenkens moved his practice to Marysvale, where he 
served the area's medical needs until the 1950s. 

Electric Power 
Electric power was slow coming to most of Piute County; how- 

ever, in April 1930 Telluride Power Company announced it would 
extend its 6000-volt Marysvale line to Circleville and Junction. The 
cost was estimated to be between $25,000 and $30,000-most of 
which could be paid to local laborers to relieve the steadily growing 
unemployment." 

Electricity arrived in Junction and Circleville on 26 June that 
same year. Until that time, residents of these towns used carbide or 
kerosene lights. The two towns invited all Piute County residents to 
celebrate with them at Junction on that day. Roy Barlow, H. Earl Bay, 
and McKinly Morrill organized the event with the help of scores of 
willing helpers. The program started on the courthouse lawn with 
community singing. After the singing, the Circleville town represen- 
tative offered a short address, followed by a musical presentation by 
people from the town of Kingston, a selection from the Marysvale 
band, a reading by a Junction citizen, and more music by a Circleville 
group directed by Ina Chamberlain. Another short talk followed, this 
time by someone representing the town of Kingston, after which the 
Marysvale band played again. 



The inside of a Kimberly dance hall in 1917. (Utah State Historical Society) 

When the program ended, games began at the grounds of the 
Junction auditorium. They included foot races, pony races, and ball 
games. At 6:00 P.M. the crowd moved to the "show house" for a 
"talkie" that promised to be a "humdinger." People who had evening 
chores to attend to were encouraged to do them at that time so they 
would be finished for the evening celebration. At 8:30 the crowd 
drifted back to the courthouse where they heard a short history of 
Piute County covering the past fifty years. 

At exactly 9:00 P.M. Junction pioneer settler John Morrill, now 
eighty-six, threw the switch that lighted the town. The courthouse 
and much of the town of Junction lit up at once. A round of gunfire 
accompanied the crowd's loud cheering. A dance followed on an out- 
door floor that had been laid on the courthouse grounds for the 
occasion. The "Brox's Knights of Harmony" band provided the 
music. As the dance progressed, a barbecued beef dinner was served 
to the crowd.32 

On 12 August 1936 the Koosharem town board met with George 
T. Eckersly of Loa, who represented the Peoples Light and Power 
Company. Eckersly wanted permission for his company to construct 



a power line from Burrville to Koosharem. Later the GarKane Power 
Association would buy out the Peoples Light and Power Company, 
and in 1945 it would install a new line that extended power south to 
Greenwich, Angle, and Antimony. 

Depression-era Mining 
The most steady producer of the mines around Marysvale was 

the Deer Trail Mining Company, which had incorporated in 
December 1913. The company owned the Green-eyed Monster, Cliff, 
Monster Apex, Deer Trail Apex, Manilla, Mills, and Ferguson claims. 
The ore that came from these mines still contained enough gold and 
silver to support several families. These families and those on nearby 
ranches were dependent on Marysvale for many of their temporal, 
religious, and social needs. In the early spring of 1922 a group of 
women who belonged to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints had petitioned church authorities in Monroe for a Sunday 
School for the Deer Trail Mine people. Consequently, Sunday School 
Superintendent Heber Swindle of the South Sevier Stake (of which 
Piute County was then a part), organized a Sunday School in the little 
town. Because the mining superintendent would not allow the group 
to hold church meetings in the schoolhouse, they met in various 
homes on Sunday evenings. This allowed men who worked all-day 
shifts on Sundays to attend as well. They began with opening exer- 
cises in one house, singing hymns to the accompaniment of a violin, 
since there was no organ or piano in the community. The congrega- 
tion then separated into classes in three different homes: one for the 
younger children, another for older youth, and a third class for 

By 1935 work on the Deer Trail mines began to pick up, helping 
to pull Marysvale out of the Depression. The area had thirty patented 
claims and forty-eight unpatented ones. The mines had a year-round 
availability of needed water and the Telluride Power Company fur- 
nished power to the plant. Three large bunkhouses with individual 
rooms supplied housing for the miners along with some twenty 
houses ranging in size from two to six rooms. Six companies had 
leased rights to the ore, employing about thirty men total. That year 
the Deer Trail Mining Company shipped ninety-five carloads of ore. 



The mines produced 1,298 ounces of gold and 12,539 ounces of sil- 
ver. The next year was not quite as profitable, but enough was pro- 
duced to warrant continued mining.'" 

Towards the end of the Depression an accident at the Deer Trail 
Mine took the lives of two of its workers. On 24 March 1938 brothers 
Bert and C.H. Lund along with Dale Dalton arrived at the mine to 
begin their shift. They first cut some poles for supports in the mine, 
then C.H. Lund went into the mine. When he reached the section of 
the mine where he had been working the day before, he detected a 
peculiar odor from an old timber that had caught on fire the previ- 
ous day when he hung his carbide lamp on it. He was sure he had 
extinguished the fire completely before he finished his shift. He hur- 
ried outside to inform the others. The three decided to reenter the 
mine to find the trouble. As soon as they reached the area of the 
smoldering timber the carbon monoxide overcame both Bert Lund 
and Dale Dalton. C.H. Lund and another mine worker, Morris Burr, 
tried to carry the unconscious men to where they could be hoisted to 
the surface, but C.H. was also becoming dizzy from the fumes and 
told Burr to hurry out and sound the alarm. Immediately a crew 
started in to get the stricken workers. By the time mine superinten- 
dent John Pearson turned on the compressor to get fresh air into the 
shafts, they had gotten the Lund brothers out. Pearson went in to 
help retrieve Dalton. Dr. Kirt Jenkens arrived and began administer- 
ing artificial respiration to the two unconscious men. He was able to 
revive C.H. but not Bert Lund. Dr. Jenkens's efforts to revive Dale 
Dalton also failed. 

An accident related to the alunite mining occurred in Marysvale 
in April 1930. LeRoy Albert Hanson worked in an old store building 
mixing nitrate and potash from one of the nearby mines for chemical 
fertilizer to be sold commercially. He lit a cigarette as he worked and 
a spark ignited the mixture, killing him instantly. 

In 1933 United States Senator from Utah Abe Murdock began a 
campaign to bring Utah's idle alunite deposits to the attention of 
national leaders. He relied on a survey made the year before that esti- 
mated there were 3 million tons of unmined alunite reserves at 
Marysvale containing 1 million tons of alumina-what was consid- 
ered a twenty-year supply for national needs. 



Aluminum, Inc., of Cleveland, Ohio, had patented an ore process 
that utilized raw material in alunite in the production of pure alu- 
mina, potassium sulfate, and other mineral products. In 1939 the 
company mortgaged its property near Marysvale to obtain a $50,000 
loan to process the ore. However, the only payment it ever made on 
the loan was $380.82 in interest; it did not even pay the taxes on the 
property from 194 1 to 1943. 

In 1941 the U.S. Bureau of Mines raised the Piute County esti- 
mate to 35 million tons of alunitized rock, of a total nationwide of 
only 47 million tons. Marysvale inhabitants had every reason to 
believe that the nearby alunite deposits could finally be developed. 
Although the old treatment plant at the ghost town of Alunite five 
miles south of Marysvale was still standing in 1944, the Bureau of 
Mines reported that "the entire plant probably has little salvage value 
at present in comparison with its original cost.'"' The plant at the old 
Florence Mining and Milling Company, however, was not only stand- 
ing, it was producing. 

Throughout the Depression reports surfaced of new discoveries 
in old mines like the Rainbow mines, the Valdasia gold mines, the 
mines at Kimberly, various alunite-producing mines, silver mines in 
Silver Canyon, and others. Some of these produced gold and silver 
again for a short time, others were not developed further for a num- 
ber of reasons, particularly because of the shortage of development 
capital. Beneath all the speculation that a new era was just around the 
corner for the mining industry burned disappointment over the gen- 
eral economic decline. One writer of the day expressed common 
"hopes for the future of our mines and the development of 
Marysvale as a mining area," predicting rather hopefully that it "will 
become world famous as a mining   enter."'^ 

Hoover's and the Big Rock Candy Mountain 
Two areas in Marysvale Canyon were born in the Depression and 

blossomed in the postwar era. The first was a place called Hoovers on 
the east side of U.S. Highway 89 five miles north of Marysvale. 
Kenneth Holdaway Hoover brought his eighteen-year-old bride, Ada 
Steele, to the canyon in 1936. They built what Ada called a "honky- 
tonk" and moved into the basement. During the war Ken worked in 



A tent and log dwelling at Kimberly. (Utah State Historical Society) 

area mines. At war's end they built the Hoover complex with a cafe, 
gas station, and motel. It became a popular stop for tourists traveling 
along the Sevier River and for young people going and coming to 
weekend dances at the Shady Dale open-air dance hall. The Hoovers 
raised five children in the canyon. Growing up, they all worked at var- 
ious jobs in the family business. After Ken Hoover's death in 1972, 
his widow continued to run the complex, which was called Hoover's. 
In 1999 the spunky eighty-year-old could still be seen scooting about 
the cafe in her wheelchair, straightening souvenirs on the shelves, and 
generally checking on the progress of the day's business. 

Travelers to Marysvale and beyond, whether they came by train 
or by automobile, were often startled as they rounded a bend along 
the Sevier River and came face to face with a bright yellow mountain 
that faded on either side into pinks, blues, and greens. While the 
mountain is on the Sevier side of the county line, Piute people have 
always considered it part of their scenic heritage. At first they called it 
simply Yellow Mountain. Then, in the 1920s, a brakeman for the 
Denver and Rio Grande spur to Marysvale named Harry "Haywire 



Kimberly's business district with the peaks of the Tushar Mountains in the 
background. (Utah State Historical Society) 

Mac" Clintstock became so enamored with the Yellow Mountain that 
appeared as the train crossed from Sevier County to Piute County 
that he wrote a jingle about it called "The Big Rock Candy 
Mountain." Depicting a hobo heaven, the song tells of "a lake of stew, 
and of whisky too," cigarette trees, and a lemonade spring. Its a place 
"Where all the cops have wooden legs, . . . And the hens lay soft- 
boiled eggs.'' First Tex Ritter and then Burl Ives turned it into a hit 
song. The Brothers Four singing group later recorded it as part of 
their repertoire. "Haywire Mac" is also credited with composing "The 
Man on the Flying Trapeze" and the Great Depression-era song of the 
road, "Hallelujah, I'm a Bum!" He also wrote a number of western 
songs including "Goodby Old Paint" and "Lonesome Trail."37 

According to Cloys Seegmiller, a railroad worker who knew the 
"Big Rock Candy Mountain" song "passed on his clever comparison" 
of the yellow mountain to Josiah H. Gibbs, by then a well-known 
character in Marysvale. Gibbs "made a sign and nailed it to a tree 
near the m~untain."~' 

William W. Seegmiller, who had moved to Salt Lake City when 
he became Kane County's representative to the Utah State 
Legislature, had always been intrigued with the yellow mountain and 



The Kimberly Lodge in 1924. (Utah State Historical Society) 

decided to lease the property from the Telluride Power Company and 
sell mineral water from a spring near the base of the mountain. In 
1936 he persuaded his son Pratt to help him set up a stand to sell the 



tea-colored water from the "Lemonade Spring." They soon had cus- 
tomers from all parts of the state. One man from Idaho reportedly 
would come down and buy ten gallons at a time. That summer, Pratt 
moved there with his new bride, Ethel Allen. She remembered that 
"there was nothing there but sagebrush at the time," and the couple 
lived in a tent until they could complete their small cabin next to the 
little river.39 

In 1939 Pratt and Ethel built a two-pump gas station with a cafe 
that specialized in home-cooked meals. The Seegmillers remodeled 
their cabin into a rock and souvenir workshop which were sold from 
the cafe. They themselves found the rocks from which they made 
jewelry and other souvenirs. A large outdoor painting portraying a 
hobo in front of the mountain, rendered by Mount Pleasant artist 
Betty Brotherson, helped complete the complex.40 

No one could have been more surprised that Burl Ives when he 
discovered that the song he had made famous belonged to a real 
place. He made a pilgrimage to Big Rock Candy Mountain in the 
1940s, met the proprietors, and left them with an autographed pho- 
tograph of himself that hung in the cafe for many years. "Haywire 
Mac" Clintstock also visited, perhaps more than once. An accom- 
plished artist as well as a composer, he left a self-portrait that also 
found a place on the restaurant wall. Even as the early development 
of the Big Rock Candy Mountain was taking place, however, another 
war in Europe had begun its rumblings. Piute County, Utah, would 
soon be affected. 
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A s  the nation began to pull itself out of the Great Depression, 
Piute County people looked to a the 1940s as a decade of hope. 
Instead, however, Adolph Hitler's German troops began their deadly 
expansion throughout Europe. At first the United States established 
a policy of isolation, then one of readiness. On 16 September 1940 
the Selective Service Act establishing a military draft became law. In 
December of that same year, President Franklin D. Roosevelt estab- 
lished the Lend-Lease program which over the next four and a half 
years would contribute $54 billion in weapons and materials to the 
Allied (particularly British) war effort. 

New life was breathed into the alunite mining industry as the 
U.S. government anticipated entry into the conflict. U.S. Senator Abe 
Murdock from Utah and S.P. Dobbs, Democratic national commit- 
teeman from Utah, met with defense council assistant George L. Batt 
in an effort to interest the defense department in providing funds for 
the expansion of Aluminum Incorporated at Marysvale. Batt showed 
no initial interest in building new plants, as he believed the country 
needed an immediate supply of alumina. Only when he realized that 



the plant at Marysvale was already operating, albeit "in a somewhat 
retarded condition," did he agree to look into the matter. 

Within a short time Reynolds Metal Company of Raleigh, North 
Carolina, contracted with Aluminum Incorporated for all the alu- 
mina the company could produce at a competitive price. As part of 
the package, the Reynolds company advanced $200,000 to bring the 
output to fifty tons a day. 

Meanwhile, Senator Murdock did not remain idle. He met with 
President Roosevelt to interest him in further developing Marysvale's 
alunite. He also introduced an amendment to an Interior 
Department Appropriations bill which earmarked half of an $85,000 
appropriation "for investigation of alunite ores and aluminum clays." 
The bill passed in October 1941. Through a series of bureaucratic 
juggling acts, however, a plant proposed for Marysvale ended up 
being built in Salt Lake City. Although Murdock kept working on 
behalf of the Marysvale mining interests, each new hope slipped 
through his hands. By the close of 1943 aluminite stockpiles were 
accumulating at such a rapid pace that the government ordered pro- 
duction cuts of 30 percent by July 1944. This ended any further 
expansion of Aluminum Incorporated facilities at Marysvale.' 

Water: Too Much, Too Little 
As the war clouds gathered, southern Utah experienced an 

unusual spring in 1941. April and May temperatures twenty to thirty 
degrees above normal brought the winter snowmelt rushing down 
the mountains in torrents in mid-May. Waters on the East Fork of the 
Sevier River destroyed over a mile of the diversion canal (as well as 
its headgates) that carried East Fork water to the Otter Creek 
Reservoir. The water thus bypassed the Otter Creek Reservoir storage 
and raged through Antimony, Kingston, and Junction meadows and 
farmlands, then into the Piute Reservoir. This combined with an 
unusually high flow from the main fork of the Sevier River, rapidly 
filling the reservoir to a depth of 75.2 feet. The highest water in the 
history of that facility had previously been at 76.4 feet during floods 
in 1922. People now feared the reservoir would overflow and inun- 
date farms farther downstream. Floodgates had been open for several 
days and water was cascading over the spillway. 



The Greenwich School. (Utah State Historical Society) 

Fortunately the weather cooled and slowed the melt, but it also 
brought snow-two to three inches on the valley floor-damaging 
trees, shrubs, and some crops. The foreman for the Utah State Road 
Commission, Tom Black of Marysvale, reported that in some areas of 
the county roads were under as much as five feet of water. Repairs 
could not begin until the water receded, and he estimated it would 
take at least two weeks after that before the roads would be opened 
again. The Rocky Ford Bridge in Kingston Canyon was completely 
washed away, and several small bridges also were washed out or dam- 
aged along that route. School buses, which normally carried about 
fifty children through the canyon a day, would not operate for the 
remainder of the school year. 

The floods destroyed the Kingston town water system, and about 
thirty families there had to carry water from Junction before the 
water system could be rebuilt. Mail service to Antimony was sus- 
pended, and several large ranches were badly damaged from water 
that came down Dry Wash. Ranchers Rex, Guy, and Louring 
Whittaker had to move quickly to keep their sheep and cattle from 
being swept away by the floods. By working all day in hip-deep water 
across his pasture, Douglas Cannon managed to swim one hundred 



of his rams to high ground. H. Ellis Bay, manager of the Bay Flour 
Mills, had his home cut off from roads by the high water. The family 
tried to get out by horseback but turned back when the animals 
began to flounder in the deep water.' 

As the county cleaned up the flood damage, an incident eight 
miles south of Marysvale became a focal point of county attention in 
the summer of 1941. There had been a long standing quarrel between 
the families of Walter Nielsen and Clarence Howes, whose farms were 
adjacent to one another. The feud began seven years earlier in the 
midst of drought years when the eldest sons in both families had 
quarreled over water. On the morning of 21 June 1941, near the 
mouth of Dry Creek on the east side of the Sevier River, Clarence 
Howes and his nineteen-year-old son Chad turned water down one 
of the Nielsen's ditches in an attempt to get it to his own property. 
When Walter Nielsen started for his fields he noticed the water and 
returned to his house for a shovel to turn the water. His wife Sarah 
(who was a sister of Clarence Howes) and daughter Helen climbed in 
the wagon with him. As the Nielsens approached the ditch, the men 
exchanged angry words. Nielsen claimed his brother-in-law and son 
began throwing rocks at them, hitting him several times and knock- 
ing him to the bottom of the wagon. He had left a pistol in the wag- 
onbed after an outing the day before with a friend. Walter Nielsen 
later testified that he grabbed the gun and fired it twice in the air, 
then a rock hit him in the arm, causing the gun to fire again. When 
he saw Chad Howes lying on the ground, he said he realized he had 
shot the boy. The bullet entered Chad's back just below his left arm, 
hitting several vital organs. 

Clarence claimed that he and Chad had not thrown rocks before 
the shooting, and that he only had hurled one at Walter, hitting him, 
after Chad had been shot. He placed a handkerchief on his son's 
wound before going for help. Helen and Sarah Nielsen helped Walter 
lift Chad into the wagon. Walter drove the team as far as their house, 
where he said he stayed because of his own wound from the rock, 
which would later be treated by a Richfield doctor. Helen Nielsen 
drove the wagon carrying the injured youth on toward Marysvale. 
Clarence Howes met the wagon with a car and drove his son the rest 
of the way into town. Dr. Kirt Jenkens performed emergency surgery 



and then transported the youth to the Richfield hospital. Chad 
Howes died that af tern~on.~ 

Walter Nielsen was charged with first-degree murder. His trial 
took place in the Junction courthouse that November. Judge Michael 
Bronson of the Third District Court conducted the trial because local 
Sixth District Judge John Seavy knew the parties involved and was 
excused from the case. Prosecuting attorney Calvin L. Rampton had 
only been practicing law for two years but was already an assistant 
attorney general for the state. The wife of the young lawyer, Lucy 
Beth, gave birth to their first child two days before the trial. Rampton 
left wife and baby daughter in a Salt Lake City hospital and drove to 
Junction. 

D.A. Skeen and Samuel D. Thurman of Salt Lake City were the 
lawyers for the defense. The second-floor courtroom had seating 
capacity for one hundred; however, twice that many spectators 
crowded in the room for each day of the trial, standing along walls 
and spilling into the foyer. Rampton recalled that he thought "a jury 
would be rather difficult to impanel" because feelings ran high in the 
county on each side of the issue. But by the end of the day a jury of 
ten men and two women had been sworn in. Rampton later wrote, "I 
strongly suspect that considerable minor perjury was committed in 
the courtroom that day because if the 32 men and women . . . actually 
had no opinion about the case, as they said, they were probably the 
only 32 adults in Piute County who did not.'" 

During the next five days of the trial, the spectators appeared 
divided into two camps. Both families shed tears many times during 
the trial. Rampton remembered: "I soon decided that I was not going 
to get a first degree verdict and concentrated instead on voluntary 
manslaughter. . . . Even the fact that Nielsen carried a gun in the field 
was not evidence of premeditation because farmers often carried 
guns to shoot muskrats that perforated the irrigation ditches."' 

Before noon on the fifth day of the trial all the evidence had been 
presented and witnesses cross-examined. The court recessed until 
2:OO P.M. at which time the attorneys would present their final argu- 
ments and the judge would instruct the jurors before they went into 
deliberation. According to Rampton's account, 



The courtroom and all the halls surrounding it were packed with 
spectators as the judge began the reading of his instructions. 
Suddenly there was a loud boom. The building shook violently and 
the courtroom floor tipped. This was followed by a moment of 
silence. There was no panic because everyone was too startled to 
move. Judge Bronson was the first to recover and ordered those 
outside in the hall within reach of his voice to go downstairs and 
outside the building as cautiously but as quickly as possible. The 
standees in the courtroom were ordered to follow them and then 
the seated spectators, row by row. In perhaps ten minutes the 
building was   lea red.^ 

A floor beam had collapsed under the weight of the crowd, drop- 
ping the floor some two feet on one side. It was obvious that the trial 
could not continue in the courthouse. After the judge consulted with 
the attorneys as to how to proceed, the sheriff arranged for the trial to 
continue in the local LDS ward. After the final arguments by the 
lawyers for the prosecution and the defense, the jury retired to delib- 
erate. The verdict came early that evening: "Not Guilty by reason of 
self-defence." 

Rampton said he was disappointed at the time in losing the case, 
"but in retrospect, I believe that justice was probably served in light of 
the mores of western agricultural communities at the time." He drove 
home to Salt Lake City that same night, and the next morning picked 
up his wife and new daughter from the hospital. Calvin L. Rampton 
went on to a distinguished legal career and served as governor of Utah 
from 1965 to 1976. The Howes family continued to farm near 
Marysvale. Sensing the antagonism of some of their neighbors, Walter 
and Sarah Nielsen sold their farm and moved to O r e g ~ n . ~  

World War II 
One month after the murder trial, on 7 December 1941, Japanese 

forces bombed Pearl Harbor. America entered World War I1 the fol- 
lowing day. With the Selective Service Act already in place, every man 
between the ages of eighteen and forty-five was required to register 
for the draft. W. J. Luke, chairman of the local draft board, decided on 
eligibility. Those classified as 1 -A soon were inducted into military 
service. The draftees from Piute County boarded a Trailways Bus for 



A sawmill operation near Kimberly in 1933. (Utah State Historical Society) 

Salt Lake City, where they underwent a physical examination at Fort 
Douglas. If the doctors found no physical problems, each young man 
was asked to choose the military branch in which he wished to serve: 
army, army air corps, navy or marines. On 6 January 1941 George R. 
Rick became the first man from Piute County to enlist. He joined the 
army and served in the Pacific. In all, 332 men and two woman 
(nurses Cecil Josephine Burns of Marysvale and Druce Bentenson of 
Circleville) from Piute County served in the armed forces between 
1941 and 1946. Of those, 152 were from Marysvale, 105 from 
Circleville, fifty-three from Junction, seventeen from Kingston, three 
from Angle, and two from Greenwich. 

Not all of them came home. Raymond Kenneth Brinkerhoff of 
Circleville became the county's first war casualty. After taking part in 
the army's African Campaign and continuing on to fight in Sicily, he 
was killed in the invasion of Normandy on 16 June 1944. He had 
been orphaned as a baby when both his parents died in the influenza 
epidemic of 1918. A year later, the parents of the Ruby family who 
had taken young Raymond in also died of the same disease. A foster 
brother, Johnson Ruby, raised him. 



Another Circleville soldier, David L. Kockerhans, was in the inva- 
sion of Normandy with Brinkerhoff and was wounded but survived. 
George R. Rick was wounded at Okinawa in 1945. Thad Bertleson of 
Marysvale was first listed as missing in action on 21 December 1945: 
a few months later, the War Department announced he had been 
killed in actions8 

Blain H. Beebe from Junction was reported missing in France. 
Making a harrowing escape through enemy lines, he and five others 
were able to make it back to the safety of their own troops. One of 
the men reported, "When it got dark, we crept out of the field and 
tried to get back to our lines. And, boy, was I scared. I bet I passed a 
thousand Germans and was so close to them I could [have] untied 
their shoes." Roy Hannon of Marysvale was also first listed as miss- 
ing and then later as being killed over occupied France while serving 
as a gunner on a bomber based in England. However, his parents 
then received letters from people who said they had overheard a 
short-wave radio broadcast giving his name as a prisoner of war. He 
was eventually released. Junction's Clarence G. Peterson was 
wounded and held prisoner by the Germans. Hyrum Madson Ipson 
was captured with eleven others in his company in the fall of 1944. 
They remained in a German prison camp until the U.S. Army liber- 
ated the camp on 30 April 1945. A Piute County News article said, "He 
reports that the treatment given the prisoners in the camp . . . was not 
too bad, although they sometimes went hungry and would have 
starved but for the Red Cross food sent to them every two weeks. He 
lost a great deal of weight.'" 

Two Marysvale men became Japanese prisoners of war. Army 
Sergeant LaMont Haws died in a prison camp of malaria and dysen- 
tery. Fred Mack Hamel was serving in the Marine Corps at Wake 
Island in the Pacific when he was captured on 22 December 1941 and 
taken to a Japanese prison camp in Shanghai, China. In the fall of 
1942 his parents received their first letters from him. Throughout the 
war he was allowed to write occasional short letters home giving 
abbreviated accounts of his prison life. "We work about five hours a 
day in our gardens and on our athletic field," he wrote. "For recre- 
ation we play cards, read, play baseball and volley Ball. I have also 
joined some educational classes given by our officers." In another let- 



ter dated 6 February 1944-his mother's birthday-and received by 
his parents in August, he wrote, "We have been here two years last 
January 24, which is quite a while to stay in any place. But then I am 
not spending any money." 

Hamel wrote again on 10 April 1944. This letter would take ten 
months to reach home, but through the Red Cross he had finally 
received mail himself. He wrote, 

I received thirty odd letters and a lot of cards lately, mostly 
from home. . . . The letters ranged from May 1942 until August of 
1943. I surely enjoyed them. . . . We have quite a few clothes and 
we have had two good boxes sent from the States. We have a few 
more boxes and some more clothes coming yet. I am still waiting 
for that package you said you sent. 

Yesterday was Easter and . . . our galley, with the aid of the 
Japanese and the local Red Cross, put out quite a meal. It was fol- 
lowed by a cup of coffee and an Old Gold Cigarette, which made 
me feel quite content for a time. 

Hamel and his fellow prisoners were liberated in the fall of 1945 
and sent to Guam to recuperate before going home. His brother, 
Sergeant Kieth Hamel, had sailed to Japan and was among the first 
Americans to enter that country after the surrender of the Japanese 
on 2 September 1945." 

A number of Piute County men were wounded in the war. 
Among them were Circleville seaman Earl Dalton, who was stationed 
on the U.S.S. Helena when enemy fire sunk it. With head and leg 
injuries, he spent six hours at sea in a life raft before being rescued. 
Another navy man, Auburn Taylor, was on submarine duty in the 
Pacific when he was injured in action. According to information 
given to the Piute County News, "the injuries were more or less seri- 
ous and . . . his eyesight may be seriously affected.'"' Scores of ser- 
vicemen from the county received commendations and were 
decorated for valiant service and bravery. 

At home, county citizens did their part in the war effort. They 
bought $40,000 in war bonds in 1943 alone. In an effort to raise 
interest in purchasing the bonds, Earl Whittaker, who owned movie 
theaters in Marysvale and Circleville, showed a war-bond movie 



called Salute to the Marines in each of his establishments. Ration 
stamps were issued for such things as gasoline, tires, shoes, meat, and 
many grocery items. Guidelines for conserving gas included driving 
only when necessary, keeping tires inflated properly and inspected 
regularly, and sharing rides. Farmers received extra gasoline allot- 
ments to run their farm equipment but still had to be frugal." 
Housewives were also frugal. Dortha Davenport recalls that there was 
very little fabric available in stores, so the women improvised: 

When livestock and poultry feed suppliers found out women were 
making dresses and curtains out of their [cotton] feed sacks, the 
companies began turning out bags in all sorts of pastel and flow- 
ered prints. . . . As a result the women would gather along the 
streets as the livestock and poultry men sold their sacks for 10 cents 
each. As the war progressed women [also made] aprons, dish tow- 
els, tablecloths, quilt linings, [and] even made sheets and pillows.13 

The Red Cross supplied yarn for women to knit stockings for ser- 
vicemen. The women were also asked to save surplus kitchen grease 
and were paid four cents a pound for it plus two ration points for 
meat. Old tires and batteries were also turned in for recycling. The 
Utah State Highway Patrol urged drivers to keep their speed under 
thirty-five miles an hour. It reported that "At 45 M.P.H. 45 percent 
more rubber, 31 percent more oil and 10 percent more gasoline are 
used than at 35 M.P.H.; and wear on all parts of the vehicle is a lot 
higher, tool'14 

One youngster from Circleville became the surprised recipient of 
an unusual war souvenir. Junior-high student Paul Morgan had an 
uncle serving in the army, Sargent Niels Mortenson, who retrieved a 
Nazi emblem from over the door of Adolf Hitler's Munich hideout 
and brought it home to his nephew. Made of an aluminum and sil- 
ver alloy, it featured an eagle with a thirty-two-inch wingspan 
perched on a swastika.15 

The county had more to contend with than the war in 1944. Two 
separate fires on Sunday, 30 January-one in Circleville and the other 
in Junction-caused heavy losses. That morning, Wenzel Luke dis- 
covered a fire at the Piute County Courthouse in Junction. According 
to the Salt Lake Tribune, "Volunteer fire fighters formed a bucket 



A photograph of George Davies in June 1941 on his 80th birthday holding 
his six-month-old granddaughter-author Linda King. (Courtesy Linda 
King Newell) 



brigade and fought desperately to bring the blaze under control and 
salvage furnishings and records from the burning building." The fire 
apparently started in the downstairs hall, then spread to the county 
agent and county recorder offices. Although some papers burned and 
many were badly scorched, firefighters did manage to save most of 
the county's records. 

A faulty furnace started a fire in the basement of Harold 
Gottfredson's Circleville home on 30 January. Family and neighbors 
were able to remove most of the furniture from the main floor before 
the flames drove them out. Everything on the basement and upper 
floor was a complete loss, as was the house itself. The town had insuf- 
ficient fire equipment and called on the Panguitch fire department to 
assist. They arrived only to discover that the Circleville fire plugs had 
a different size fitting and would not fit their hoses. 

Two more fires hit Circleville that summer, this time a day apart. 
On 31 July, a fire destroyed $2,000 worth of hay at Rex Whittaker's 
farm. Men were working around a haystack when the fire began- 
probably from a cigarette. A brisk wind quickly swept the flames and 
the men were barely able to get themselves and a truck out of the 
stackyard before the fire engulfed the entire pile of hay. The 
Panguitch fire department was called and were able to pump water 
from an irrigation ditch to fight the fire. 

The next afternoon, Delbert Dalton was trying to kill mites in his 
chicken coop by using a blow torch. The torch ignited the wood in 
his middle coop. Within a short time, all three chicken coops and 300 
chickens were consumed by the fire. Dalton had no insurance to 
cover his loss of $1,500. Fortunately, firefighters were able to keep the 
blaze from spreading to his nearby home. 

Irene Elder of the Piute County News wrote a blistering editorial 
that week, calling for public officials to provide adequate fire equip- 
ment and protection: "Several individuals have indicated their will- 
ingness to contribute toward fire fighting equipment, but it isn't a job 
for individuals-it's a public job for public use, to be paid for 
through public funds and operated for public benefit and public wel- 
fare." She called on taxpayers to "intervene and request that some 
action be taken."16 

It would take over two years, but in January 1947 Circleville did 



get a new fire truck. Purchased with funds from the War Assets 
Administration, the truck was equipped by a Salt Lake City fire- 
equipment dealer. It had a "500-gallon-per-minute pumping unit 
and a carbon dioxide chemical unit." With the help of three members 
of the Richfield Fire Department, the town soon had their own vol- 
unteer fire department. The next year, Circleville built a new city hall 
at a cost of $12,000. It included a fire station with space to store the 
truck and other fire-fighting equipment. The new brick facility also 
housed a jail, city offices, a meeting room with a 100-seat capacity, 
and lavatories.17 With all this, the citizens still anticipated a new 
library. The Circleville Commercial Club donated money for both the 
city hall and the library. 

Postwar Recovery 
Cars were not easy to come by at the end of the war, as most 

automobile manufacturers had switched to products needed in the 
war effort and it would take time for them to retool their factories. 
The Kaiser Company had built ships, but it was the first to have new 
cars on the market with the small "Henry J," an intermediate 
model-the "Kaiser"-and the larger "Fraiser." The Bay Brothers 
Company in Junction sold all these models; one of the first was sold 
to C.B. Crane of Circleville. 

It would not be until the 1950s, however, that county residents 
fully put the austere depression and war years behind them. Grocery 
shelves filled again, as did mercantile stores. Automobiles, trucks, 
tractors, and gas to fuel them became readily available. The return- 
ing soldiers looked for homes in a tight housing market for their 
families or new brides. Many who would not otherwise have been 
able to afford to do so went to college with aid furnished through the 
GI Bill of Rights. One resident summed up the era by writing, "They 
weren't the golden years, but they will be remembered as historical 
years! "I8 

The postwar decades were glory days for the outdoor dance halls 
scattered throughout Utah. Two of the most popular ones in south- 
ern Utah were Shady Dale in Sevier Canyon and Purple Haze near 
Kingston. In the days before television, nearly everyone attended 
weekend dances from May until October. That is where many young 



people from all the small communities of Piute County and beyond 
formed friendships and often romances. 

Ellis Bay located an outdoor dance pavilion across the street from 
his home in a lovely cove against a hillside in the mouth of Kingston 
Canyon. He built it from lumber, but in the early 1930s workers 
replaced it with a new white stucco facility with a smooth concrete 
dance floor and an orchestra cove. It was constructed for the town of 
Kingston using local workers and public money, although Ellis Bay 
remained the owner of the property, if not of the hall itself. The hall 
was surrounded by native vegetation against a mountain backdrop 
on the south. To the west, a rock cliff formation added both to the 
acoustics and the beauty of the setting. Kingston held a naming con- 
test to celebrate the project's completion. A local high school drama 
teacher, W.D. Harrison, came up with the name Purple Haze. 

Purple Haze had several managers before Thello and Louise Cuff 
Bay of Marysvale bought it from Thello's father in 1946. They ran it 
successfully for a number of years. Patrons danced to the music of the 
best bands of the area, like the Foot Warmers of Richfield, the Allen 
Orchestra from Kingston, and the Faye Durfey Orchestra from 
Wayne County. A snack bar featured "all meat hamburgers (no meal 
fillings), along with candy and soda pop." If anyone wanted some- 
thing stronger to drink, they slipped into the parking lot for a "nip" 
from a liquor bottle. 

The pavilion was not only used as a dance hall, it also featured 
boxing matches. A Circleville man, Harold Fullmer, boxed there from 
1938 to 1941, "receiving $5 to $10 if he won, and a smile if he lost," 
it was reported. On special occasions, fireworks would be set off from 
the cliff side. Even after other outdoor dance halls had turned to sage- 
brush and rubble, Purple Haze thrived into the 1960s. It remained in 
use-not on a regular basis, but for special occasions-into the 
1990s. Among area old-timers, memories of the crowded dance hall 
nights filled with live music still drift through the canyon in their 
minds. l9 

This same era thrust a number of Piute County residents into the 
public eye nationally. Marysvale beauty Marie Bertelsen, daughter of 
Lane and Etta Bertelsen, was "Days of '47 Queen in 1938 and Miss 
Utah before beginning an acting career on Broadway in Follow the 



The Junction School. (Utah State Historical Society) 

Girls. She had a long Hollywood film career as Marie Windsor, act- 
ing in over 150 movies and hundreds of television shows. Along the 
way she earned a reputation for professionalism among film workers 
as one who was always prepared. She played opposite male stars 
including Robert Taylor, Audie Murphy, and John Wayne, mostly in 
what were called "B" movies-not the big hits, but the bread and but- 
ter work of many actors and actresses. Those movies showed up for 
decades as re-runs on late night and early afternoon television. 

Marie Windsor was considered by some critics as "Queen of the 
B's." In a telephone interview with the Deseret News in 1973 she said, 
"I'm sad I've never made it as a superstar, but I'm not bitter and I 
have had work. This is what is important." Her roles have included "a 
sultry other woman, a gun slinger, a jungle goddess, a dancehall girl, 
the brassy wife in 'The Killing' . . . and a bit part in 'Hell's Half Acre.'" 
For her role in television's "Alias Smith and Jones" she was able to be 
in southern Utah again where several of the episodes were filmed. She 
particularly enjoyed playing in Cahill, U.S. Marshal with John Wayne. 
She kept her private life just that: private. She married real estate bro- 
ker Jack Huff. A modest ranch house in a Hollywood canyon became 
their home, where the couple quietly raised their son." 



Another Marysvale native of this era made it to the big-time 
entertainment stage. Theron Nay became a featured vocalist with the 
comic orchestra "Spike Jones and the City Slickers." Culbert Levie 
Olsen, who spent much of his childhood in Piute County, became 
governor of California. At least three others from Marysvale became 
well-known scientists. Carrol L. King, a researcher at the National 
Cancer Institute located at Northwestern University was rated as one 
of the nation's top five scientists in the field of biological chemistry. 
Lorin E. Harris became a professor at Utah State University and made 
a name for himself as an outstanding authority on animal nutrition. 
Cline Black became one of Shell Oil Company's top chemists. John 
Whittaker Christensen of Circleville was an electrical and chemical 
engineer who became the vice-president of the National Broadcasting 
Company (NBC). Other men and women who had their roots in 
Piute County also have contributed in a variety of fields in the larger 
world. 

In the pre-dawn hours of 6 October 1946 a fire of unknown ori- 
gin began burning in the back rooms of the LDS meetinghouse in 
Marysvale. Kent Sargent discovered the blaze and sounded the alarm. 
The Jay Sylvester family, who lived next door to the church, were 
awakened when the heat from the burning building broke windows 
in their house. By the time help arrived the fire was so advanced that 
no amount of effort could save the church. The entire structure and 
all its contents, including some Relief Society and Primary records, 
were destroyed. Church members felt fortunate ward clerk Lester J. 
Epling had taken the other church records home to work on them. 
The only thing that kept the flames from spreading to other build- 
ings was a steady rain that had fallen throughout the night, soaking 
the roofs. Until a new church could be built, members met in the 
schoolhouse. The new church was completed in the fall of 1948. The 
ward at that time had 406 members and was a unit of the South 
Sevier LDS Stake. 

Meanwhile, Piute County celebrated the centennial of the arrival 
of the 1847 Utah pioneers. The celebration was combined with the 
county fair in Junction on 4 September 1947 and began with a parade 
in the morning. There were floats from all the towns in the county 
depicting the area's early history. The afternoon had sports events 



such as races, horseshoe pitching, a fishing contest, and a horse show. 
That evening everyone was invited to a free dance at Purple Haze. 
Centennial Queen Ida Mae Lay of Marysvale presided over the fes- 
tivities with her attendants Mona Dalton of Circleville and Leona 
Stoker of Junction. Two flower girls from Marysvale, Kathleen 
Williams and Margie Ann Sylvester, were part of the royal court. 
Little Ronald Prince, also from Marysvale, was the crown bearerq2' 

Highlights from the centennial year were published in the Piute 
County News. Listed among the "Most sensational" news items was a 
robbery at Smoot's store and a stolen car. Jay W. Applegate opened a 
new dairy in Junction. Ike Newton's dinner party at the Lone Pine 
Lodge in Marysvale for his "old-time friends" topped the list as 
"Outstanding social event." Governor Herbert Maw's visit to Piute 
County on 9 June was also noted. Marysvale held its first horse racing 
meet as a new member of the Utah Racing Association. The newspa- 
per declared that event "a success, despite rain."22 

Uranium: Mining Booms Again 
In the spring of 1948 Pratt Seegmiller made the first discovery of 

uranium in Piute County just a couple of miles south of Big Rock 
Candy Mountain. He named his group of mines the Freedom Mines. 
The next year, he sold his interest in Big Rock Candy Mountain to his 
sister and her husband, LaRue and Ben Deringer and moved to 
Marysvale. The Deringers added tourist cabins and a motel and ran 
the resort until the mid-1970s. The Seegmillers leased their mines to 
the Vanadium Mining Company. Other area discoveries of the 
radioactive ore soon followed. 

Marysvale teamed with excitement over the discovery of ura- 
nium. The mining, centered on the east side of the valley, brought 
jobs and revenue into the economy. The Atomic Energy Commission 
contracted to lease the uranium mines from the area mining compa- 
nies. In 1951 preliminary stripmining of old claims by the Mineral 
Hills Uranium Company yielded .08 percent uranium oxide. Two 
years earlier the company had purchased the Mineral Hills Six claims 
from Max Krotki. The claims had originally been mined for iron. The 
Ancient Channel Gold Mining Company leased the mines from 
Mineral Hills and began extending the old tunnels. According to the 



company geologist, "uranium bearing ores found in the glory hole 
have every indication of being primary uranium ore. This is the clos- 
est to the surface that primary uranium ore has been found in the 
Marysvale district.'' By 1965 over $160 million worth of uranium had 
been produced in Marysvale." 

As always, mining was hazardous work. Neldon Burr of 
Marysvale in 1952 began working for the Vanadium Mining 
Company owned by Pratt Seegmiller. Burr had only been there two 
months when a runaway railcar loaded with mine timbers struck him 
in the back of the head, killing him.'" 

Uranium mines had other hazards more silent but just as deadly 
as runaway railcars. Every day that miners worked to retrieve and 
process the ore radiation penetrated their bodies. It would be decades 
before the real cost in human lives could begin to be measured, as 
nearly every miner would eventually die or suffer from some form of 
cancer. 

The Korean War 
Japanese occupation of Korea ended at the close of World War 11, 

and that country was subsequently divided between allied forces, 
with the division line at the 38th parallel. North Korea came under 
the influence of the Soviet Union, while South Korea was under the 
influence of the United States. On 25 June 1950, North Korean troops 
invaded South Korea in an attempt to unify their country by force. 
The United States again mobilized for war, sending troops and sup- 
plies to aid the South Koreans. The so-called Korean War (it was 
actually classified as a police action by the United Nations) became a 
very bloody war. South Korean and United Nations troops counted 
more than 1,460,000 casualties; and some estimated that 2 million 
North Koreans and Chinese were killed or wounded. In the thirty- 
seven months of battle, the United States spent over $18 billion on 
the conflict. Two Piute County men lost their lives in Korea, Gordon 
Ozro Fullmer and Arnold F. Peterson, Jr. 

Piute County at  Mid-Century 
At the peak of the uranium boom in the mid-1950s the 

Marysvale population had jumped from the 626 counted in 1940 to 
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over 1,500. The town had four hotels, five well-equipped service sta- 
tions, two cafes, a pharmacy, three general merchandise stores, a park, 
a race track (touted by locals to be one of the finest in the state), and 
a large open-air dance hall that also served as a recreation site for 
roller skating and other activities for the town's young people. 
Although classrooms for the high school students had to be held in 
the elementary school, the curriculum and teaching was considered 
excellent. The Reverend Brace A. Wasem, pastor of the local 
Methodist church, offered a pre-school for the community as well as 
weekday church school and vacation Bible school for the children. 

Flash floods hit Marysvale in 1955, 1965, 1967, and 1968. The 
July 1955 floodwaters laid waste some eighty acres of baled hay and 
did $19,000 damage to U.S. Highway 89. Flash flooding on 
Cottonwood Creek in Bullion Canyon, Revenue Canyon, and Beaver 
Creek damaged a number of homes in Marysvale in August 1965. 
The later floods mostly damaged roads and some crops. 

Brothers Verl, James, Thomas, and Dee Henrie owned the Elbow 
Ranch southeast of Marysvale, where the Fishlake National Forest 
climbs the mountain around Marysvale Peak forming a "semi-circle 
around the valley like a protective arm." In 1950 the Henrie brothers 



defied predictions of failure when they installed the state's largest 
gravity-pressure sprinkling system on their ranch. The idea had come 
from James R. Henrie after a tour of southern California cattle 
ranches where he saw similar sprinkling systems irrigating four times 
the acreage of conventional flood irrigation. "It took a great deal of 
optimism and daring faith to go ahead with the project, which not 
only proved costly but upon which everyone turned thumbs down," 
wrote newspaper editor Irene Elder. "However, he had little trouble 
in getting the support of the other family owners.'' 

The brothers first raised the dam and improved the spillway of 
Barney Lake in the mountains twelve miles above the ranch. They 
constructed a reservoir and settling pond about a mile above the 
ranch. Although the Henrie brothers did most of the design and 
operation study, Henry Jones of Stoutt Irrigation Company and 
Horace Snyder of Armco Pipe and Drainage helped engineer the pro- 
ject. Soil Conservation Service employee Ben Heywood engineered 
the pipe size and measured the water flow. The sprinklers cost some 
$33,000 to purchase and install. In the first four years of operation, 
however, the Henries were able to water 450 acres with less water 
than they had previously used for 200 acres. Eventually they irrigated 
around 600 acres of land with the system, doubling the crop output 
per acre. "This farm," wrote Elder, "is a tribute to the intelligence and 
industry of the Henrie family and a challenge to the twenty-two peo- 
ple who derive a livelihood from it."25 

Robert Page Gold served two terms as Junction town president, 
from 1946 to 1954. During his tenure and with his guidance, Junction 
got an airport. Gold had arrived in Junction around 1940 "in a large 
Viking car loaded with mechanic tools" and set up business in a 
rented garage. In 1941 he married a local woman, Christina Bay, who 
had two small children. They built a combination garage-grocery 
store next to their house on Main Street. Robert ran the garage and 
Christina worked in the grocery store. In 1956 Ray Kolb and his wife 
moved from Tucson, Arizona, to establish a hospitality house, specif- 
ically for deer hunters, but they didn't turn others away. They also 
provided a catering service for parties and banquets. 

Junction had a racetrack, although it was never developed as was 
Marysvale's. LaVee Howes donated property for a city park with a 



campground and picnic facilities on the south end of town. For those 
who did not want to camp, a motel run by Rex Anderson and his wife 
stood right next door. If the travelers needed groceries, they could get 
them either at Gold's store or at one owned by Martin Peter Rick and 
his wife Florence Eleanor, located across the street to the south of the 
old Junction Hotel. There were also several gas stations in town. 

In the 1950s the LDS church built a welfare house in Junction in 
which to store surplus food and other items that could be used by the 
needy of the Circleville, Junction, Kingston, and Antimony LDS 
wards. Escalante and Boulder also used it until they built their own 
storehouse in Escalante. The brick building had an 18-by-10-foot 
cedar-lined clothing-storage room, a display room, and a store on the 
main floor. Another storeroom was in the basement. The church's 
general authorities in Salt Lake City had authorized $7,800 for the 
building, half to be paid by the church and the other half by mem- 
bers of the Garfield Stake. The building fund began when Elder 
Matthew Cowley of the Council of Twelve Apostles donated three 
dollars for himself, his wife, and son at a stake conference in August 
1952. Others soon contributed: "It was just after this that the small 
son of Nephi Christensen of Kingston came forward with his 10 cents 
and contributed it." The job was completed for less than the projected 
amount using mostly donated labor-some 7,000 hours. The only 
work contracted was the laying of the brick by Excel1 and Walker 
Contractors of Panguitch. The Forest Service allowed the stake to cut 
lumber at no charge, and church members did the work as volun- 
teers. The building was dedicated in August 1953.26 

In 1961 the county school district built a new consolidated Piute 
High School in Junction. While Circleville and Marysvale citizens 
were reluctant to give up their high schools, they realized the advan- 
tages in cost and increased opportunity for their young people in 
having a centrally located high school. 

Circleville had a population of 750 people by mid-century. The 
town rivaled Junction in its productive potato farms. Its claim to 
fame was russet potatoes, reportedly the finest grown in the state. 
Alma Morgan, who served as secretary of the Piute Potato Growers 
Association, did much to promote that industry. Circleville also 



boasted a modern LDS church, where other public meetings such as 
funerals and clinics were held. It had been built in 1942. 

Circleville's Main Street had a furniture store and an up-to-date, 
well-equipped garage owned by Ralph Stapel. There were two gro- 
cery and general stores, and two cafes-one adjoining a motel- 
offered "home cooked meals." In addition to the motel, the town also 
had a modern cabin-and-trailer court. Ervin Lay, born and raised in 
Circleville, owned a frozen-food plant where locals who had not yet 
acquired a deep freezer could rent individual lockers to store meat 
they had usually raised (or hunted, in the case of venison) and 
butchered themselves. Postmaster Orion Gottfredson sorted the mail 
in a newly renovated post office. Gottfredson also owned the building 
that housed the post office, several apartments, and offices. A "show 
house" ran a new movie three times a week.27 

On 12 July 1953 Circleville lost postmaster Orion Gottfredson in 
a fiery head-on automobile crash north of town on U.S. Highway 89. 
The other vehicle, a pickup truck driven by Lang Price of Junction, 
burst into flames after the impact. Price suffered from shock and a 
blow to the head, but was otherwise all right. In a strange coinci- 
dence, at about the same time Gottfredson was killed, his twenty-five- 
year-old son Burt was injured in an automobile accident near Salt 
Lake City. Circleville mayor Harold Gottfredson was a brother to 
Orione2' He too died in a car crash in 1965. 

Kingston LDS residents had worked for twelve years to remodel 
their wardhouse, at an estimated cost of $34,000. The newly refur- 
bished building was finally dedicated in August 1953. 

Marysvale celebrated one hundred years of town history at a 
party in Cottonwood Grove in the summer of 1963. Main Street was 
decorated with a large banner proclaiming the event. A truck passing 
through town snagged the banner and caused two high- tension 
wires to short out, however, leaving the town without electrical 
power. Justice of the Peace and Utah Power and Light employee Curt 
H. Lund, who had previously served as town marshal and as Piute 
County Deputy Sheriff, scaled the pole and separated the two wires, 
restoring power briefly. A few minutes later, however, the lines 
shorted out again and he climbed back up the pole. This time he acci- 
dently touched a 5,000-volt power line and was electrocuted. 



According to the Salt Lake Tribune, "Volunteers were forced to shake 
the utility pole violently to free the stricken man. He fell to the 
ground, near the feet of his wife, Capitola, and youngest son, Rex.'' 
The entire county grieved his pa~sing.'~ 

The Vietnam War 
The longest conflict in American history was fought in Vietnam 

in Southeast Asia. United States military advisors entered the already 
existing conflict in 1957, and U.S. troops continued to fight until 
1975. Some 58,000 Americans died in that war; approximately 
350,000 more were wounded. The South Vietnamese lost over one 
million people, while the North Vietnamese suffered casualties of 
between 500,000 and a million men, women, and children. Piute 
County again sent its young men to fight in another foreign war. As 
in the previous military conflicts, some lost their lives. Roger Dahl 
Jackrnan of Junction became the first county casualty. He died at the 
Clark Air Base hospital in the Philippine Islands on 8 June 1966 from 
wounds he received in Vietnam. The following year, Robert Francis 
Renshaw was killed in action on 30 October, after being in Vietnam 
only two months. Elmer Kellyn Snow grew up in Kingston and vol- 
unteered for the draft. He was soon engaged in ground combat in 
Vietnam and was killed 12 February 1968 near Da Nang. David 
Morrill Thompson lost both legs above the knees in the fighting. 

A number of others from the county who fought in Southeast 
Asia returned to rebuild their lives. One was Verl L. Bagley. He was 
drafted after he graduated from Southern Utah University and spent 
a year in Vietnam. On his return, he married Alcea Woolsey and 
received a master's degree from Utah State University in range man- 
agement. His thesis, "Rangeland Resource Inventory of the Six- 
County Area of Utah,'' included Piute County. He returned to live in 
the Koosharem area, where he farmed and raised cattle. He also 
became the Utah State University Extension Agent for the area. 

Over the course of four decades the citizens of Piute County had 
sent their sons to three wars, recovered from a devastating economic 
depression, and rebuilt their lives. County residents had proven to be 
as resourceful and tenacious as their pioneer forebears. 

. 
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ON THE 'I'HRESHOLD 
OF A NEW CENTURY 

P i u t e  County began the 1970s with the highest unemployment 
rate in many years-up to 16 percent. The Deer Trail Mine had 
closed, taking with it a number of good jobs. The Denver and Rio 
Grande Railroad still operated on the spur to Marysvale, but that too 
would soon close. For a number of years the county had been ranked 
highest in percentage of families in the state with income below the 
government-classified poverty level. The 1970 census put the popu- 
lation at 1,205, although a 1972 Labor Department estimate placed 
it at 1,354. Whether that represents that much growth or an error in 
one of the calculations is not clear. Regardless, the county population 
was less than it was one hundred years earlier, when the 1870 census 
pegged it at 1,561. 

Agriculture had remained the county's principal industry for a 
number of years, but its growth had always been limited by the avail- 
ability of water-which is one of the reasons for the population 
decline. The climate and soil is best suited for the production of live- 
stock feed, and the mountains offer excellent summer range for cat- 
tle. Neither can-or do-attract large numbers of people. Dairy 



products and animal feed were produced around Circleville. 
Marysvale, Angle, and Antimony all produced milk as well. Potatoes, 
once a mainstay for Circleville and Junction farmers as well as some 
in Grass Valley, were no longer raised in large quantities, but some 
believed they would revive as a viable cash crop if a stable market 
could be obtained. At least two ranchers, one near Marysvale and one 
near Circleville, became noted horse breeders. 

The county's only manufacturing industry was a clothing factory 
that manufactured sportswear. The plant, located in Circleville, pro- 
vided sewing jobs for a number of women and employed several men 
as fabric cutters. The county advertised a number of properties that 
were available to entice people to locate there. These included "two 
theaters, several stores, cafes, drug stores, service stations, a relatively 
new butcher shop and locker plant an almost new office building and 
a warehouse with approximately 15,000 feet." A 1970s promotional 
brochure advertised, "Opportunity is here. Communities are ready to 
cooperate with prospective businesses. The local development com- 
pany is eager to help establish new business and industry.'" 

Fires 
The decade of the 1970s began with a devastating fire near 

Kingston that destroyed a historic landmark. On 7 April farmers were 
burning the winter clutter along their ditch banks when high winds 
whipped the fire toward the old united order woolen mill and accom- 
panying house. In a short time both were engulfed in flames. In an 
article for the Salt Lake Tribune, county newspaperwoman Irene 
Elder lamented: "The 1970 fire even wiped out some of the things 
that were growing reminders of the pioneer workers. Gone are the 
old fruit trees those pioneers brought in, planted and nurtured. Gone 
are the old-fashioned climbing roses. And gone are many of the old, 
big, comfortable cottonwood trees which-in their youth-shaded 
those early men, women and ~hildren."~ 

Another fiery disaster, this time in the skies above Kingston, took 
place on the evening of 12 November 1974. The sun was already set- 
ting when the pilot of a F-111A fighter jet on a refueling mission 
from Las Vegas's Nellis Air Force Base mistook a corporate-owned 
airplane for the tanker plane and collided with it. The two pilots of 



the F- 11 1 immediately pulled back. Their plane burst into flames and 
they ejected in their cockpit capsule. From inside the capsule they 
could see their jet explode below them as their parachute slowly low- 
ered them to the ground. Ricco Fiori of Butte, Montana, was an exec- 
utive with the Montana Power Company which owned the corporate 
plane and was its lone occupant. He had just taken off from the Bryce 
Canyon airport and had asked air controllers for an altitude change, 
but he started to climb before he had confirmation to do so. Seconds 
later the collision occurred. The F- 11 1 was fifteen to seventeen miles 
off course and behind schedule for its rendezvous with the tanker. 
The pilot, according to an Air Force Safety Board investigation of the 
crash, "disregarded the cues that should have indicated that he was 
closing on the wrong aircraft." The board also found that Fiori should 
have remained at 16,500 feet until he had actually received clearance 
to change altitude.' 

Chet Peterson of Richfield was duck hunting near Junction when 
the crash occurred. He saw "the whole sky light up, like someone had 
turned on all street lights in town." In Kingston, Sterling Brindley and 
his family were eating supper when they heard a loud explosion and 
ran outside. They could see "a ball of fire," in the air above Kingston. 
They "watched as the flaming object continued northward, gradually 
losing altitude, shooting low over the houses in Kingston, then crash- 
ing into a field about a half a mile north of town." A piece of debris 
hit a power line, knocking out electrical power to Junction and 
Kingston for over two hours. It appeared to Brindley that part of the 
wreckage hit south of the town. It was later determined that a piece of 
the private plane hit the hillside, setting the surrounding brush on 
fire. The charred body of Ricco Fiori was found the next day about 
1,500 feet north of that wreckage. Several Kingston people saw the F- 
11 1 pilots parachute to a hill just south of town. Within minutes 
Harold Warrington, Douglas Coates, and eleven-year-old Shane 
Millett found the downed pilots. Millett had watched them land and 
directed the rescuers to the spot. Both pilots had compressed back 
fractures and were taken to the Sevier Valley Hospital in Richfield.' 

The crews of another F-111 that had been flying with the 
downed airplane and of the KC- 135 tanker airplane circled the area 
after the crash, then finally left. The fireball from the crash had been 



Utah Governor Calvin Rampton unveils a marker recognizing the listing of 
the Piute County Courthouse on the National Register of Historic Places. 
(Utah State Historical Society) 

seen from Richfield to Panguitch and throughout Piute County. 
There was little else to talk about for several weeks after the accident. 

A Move to Change Counties 
A dispute that surfaced on more than one occasion involved the 

location of Antimony within Garfield County. From its very begin- 
ning, the town has had a close connection with Kingston just four- 
teen miles to the west, firmly entrenched in Piute County. However, 
when the state legislature drew up the county boundaries in 1882, 
Antimony citizens found themselves south of the line defining 
Garfield's northern border. Even today, in order for Antimony resi- 
dents to gain access to U.S. Highway 89, the main thoroughfare 
through western Garfield County, they have to travel through Piute 
County by way of Kingston to Circleville. However, the community 
is also located in the north end of Johns Valley and there is direct 
access going south out of Antimony to Garfield County. 

As a result of their natural transportation and commercial links 
to Piute County, Antimony residents petitioned to be annexed by 
Piute County, and the issue appeared on the 1974 ballot. Antimony 



mayor Charles Brindley argued in favor of the annexation. He stated, 
"Our kids go to Piute County schools, our girls compete in Piute 
County beauty contests. . . . All of our activities are connected with 
Piute County, even though we are inside the Garfield County line by 
three or four  mile^."^ A majority of voters in both Garfield and Piute 
Counties had to agree to the annexation for the measure to pass. 
Piute County residents were convinced; however, although there was 
a concerted effort to persuade Garfield residents that Antimony had a 
legitimate argument, voters defeated the proposal at the polls. 
Antimony petitioners brought up the matter again two years later. 
Even though the vast majority of Antimony's voters supported 
annexation by Piute County, the measure failed again.6 

The County Modernizes 
An issue on a special bond election ballot in Marysvale on 6 

January 1975 concerned a new culinary water system. The old system 
no longer met minimum state health code requirements. In some 
areas, repairs would be nearly impossible to make. Another concern 
was fire protection. There were not enough fire hydrants in the town, 
and some of the existing ones no longer had water running to them. 
Residents were also finding that government agencies were reluctant 
to provide housing loans because of the deteriorating water system. 
Town President Pratt Seegmiller reminded voters that "One of the 
primary requirements of a community is to provide an adequate 
water supply to its residents."' 

The project would cost $296,000 and would require the voters to 
pass a bond measure for $160,000. The Farmers Home 
Administration would then add another $128,500 and the town 
would provide $7,500. This would pay for the construction of a new 
250,000-gallon water-storage tank and redevelopment of the spring 
that had been supplying the water, plus development of two new 
springs. A new 13,000-foot line would connect the spring water to 
the storage tank. The job would then require some 17,400 feet of new 
main lines and 2,400 feet of service lines. 

Marysvale voters passed the measure by six-to-one ratio-1 55 
for and 21 against. The delighted Seegmiller said that the vote "proves 
that people of Marysvale want to move ahead," and "our citizens are 



willing to pay for what they get." They paid through an increase in 
the town's water rates-to $7.50 a month for the first 20,000 gallons 
of water used, and more for each additional gallon.' 

In 1991 the system was upgraded again; this time with a $396,700 
grant from the Farmers Home Administration and a low-interest 
loan from the same source for $299,800. Ron Bushman was mayor 
and oversaw the improvements. These included new fire hydrants to 
give the town a better fire-insurance rating and improve fire protec- 
tion. The old chlorination system was also replaced with a new one 
to meet Utah State Department of Health requirements. Problems 
had developed in the existing lines that resulted in only two-thirds of 
the available water being used. To fx it entailed replacing old iron 
pipes with new pipes.9 

The entire county welcomed a new medical clinic in Circleville 
in the spring of 1976. Established with the help of the government's 
Rural Health Initiative program, the clinic opened one day a week. 
Panguitch doctors Stanley J. Bezek, Harry J. Cavanagh, and Donald 
L. Lappe rotated office hours at the clinic. Lorna Lay of Circleville 
and J o h n  Thompson of Junction worked as staff. The clinic planned 
to establish a home health service, provide a special clinic to bring 
medical specialists to the area, and provide a program for teaching 
home health care and prenatal and infant child care to families.'' 

In 1976 Piute County set a standard for the entire state when 
over 98 percent of its registered voters went to the polls on 2 
November. They voted overwhelmingly for Republican candidates, 
helping them realize a statewide sweep. Democratic Governor Scott 
Matheson (who was not up for election that year) traveled to the 
county to present the Piute County Commission with a plaque com- 
mending the citizens of the county. In a meeting held in the court- 
house Governor Matheson also read from a letter sent by former 
governor Calvin Rampton, who had begun the program several years 
earlier. He commended "the people of the county for exercising their 
rights as Americans and leading the state in voter-participation." 
Particularly honored were voter registration agents of each town: Ada 
Bagley of Greenwich, county clerk Bobbie Barnson; Vickie Brindly of 
Kingston, Alice Allen of Circleville, Rula Ipson of Junction, and 



Madte Johnson of Marysvale, who went well "beyond their duties" in 
registering people and encouraging them to vote.'' 

That same year, Otter Creek Reservoir State Park's facilities 
received an overhaul. The Utah Division of Parks and Recreation 
paid $215,695 for picnic tables, new restrooms, a fish-cleaning sta- 
tion, a boat-trailer parking area, and new landscaping that included 
the planting of a number of trees. The roads and camp spaces at the 
campgrounds were blacktoped as well. The state also changed the 
official name of the reservoir to Otter Creek Lake. The previous year, 
the state parks division had put in new toilets for $16,000 and a water 
system costing another $200,000, plus paying out $1 1,367 in archi- 
tect's fees. The results proved to be a boon for anglers and boaters 
alike. The park continues to attract larger crowds each year, and these 
visitors have also added to the county economy. 

In 1980 construction workers raced against the weather to com- 
plete a new spillway on Piute Reservoir. They needed to finish the 
project before the high spring runoff occurred. The Central Utah 
Water Project paid $290,000 for the renovation, which included plat- 
ing drains in the downstream part of the dam and building an access 
road. 

The LDS church closed the beautiful rock chapel in Circleville in 
1982. For a number of years it had been home to the Circleville First 
and Second Wards, which included the residents of Junction and 
Kingston. The building was subsequently sold to Charles D. and 
Shirley Hallstrom and made into a large private home. A new 
$1,100,000 building replaced the old church, and the first meeting 
was held there on 11 March 1982. It was dedicated 26 December of 
that year, with Garfield LDS Stake President Laurel Holman offering 
the dedicatory prayer. The chapel, which seats more than 300, was 
filled to capacity. The parking lot has space for 300 cars. Except for 
putting in the lawn, local members provided the landscaping around 
the building. 

Marysvale got a new post office in 1985 and a new LDS church 
the following year. Located at the top of Bullion Avenue, the church 
building has 8,000 square feet of space and cost just under $750,000 
to build. It includes a large recreation room and classrooms. The 
chapel portion of the building would be added later. The old church 



The historic Pines Hotel in Marysvale. (Allan Kent Powell) 

was purchased by Salt Lake City graphic artist Warren Archer and his 
wife Bonnie Peterson Archer, whose mother, Rosalie Lund Peterson, 
is a native of Marysvale. It serves family and friends as a vacation 
retreat and houses an art studio where Archer works. 

In 1992 Piute, Sevier, and Wayne Counties gained a new 91 1 
emergency phone service. Sevier County Sheriff John Meacham 
worked for four years to have nearly forty emergency phone numbers 
in the tri-county area consolidated into one 91 1 system. The new ser- 
vice, according to the Richfield Reaper, goes "further than many oth- 
ers, with the inclusion of an 'enhanced' program [which] not only 
sends calls to a trained, certified dispatcher 24 hours a day, . . . but the 
point of origin of the call is known and a base for investigation is 
immediately established." The article emphasized that "many emer- 
gency calls are made by distraught persons who fail to give enough 
information, including addresses, making it impossible for emer- 
gency personnel to respond." Another advantage of this enhancement 
is that the origin of crank calls can be identified and appropriate 
action taken. Telephone users paid fifty cents a month for the service. 

John Gledhill had owned the Big Rock Candy Mountain resort 
for two decades when the bank foreclosed on him. He had defaulted 



on a $100,000 loan and owed $13,000 more in back taxes. The prop- 
erty consisted of a motel plus rental cabins across the street near the 
Sevier River, a restaurant, and a gift and rock shop. It was put on the 
market in a bankruptcy sale in the summer of 1994. The complex 
reportedly was valued at just under one-half million dollars. In a Salt 
Lake Tribune interview Gledhill said, "I surely did build up an affec- 
tion for it. . . . But sometimes things happen that don't work out."12 

In 1995 a Provo-based company, Zion Management and 
Development Corporation, which operates hotels and motels in Utah 
Valley, Salt Lake City, and St. George, purchased the resort. 
Corporation president and managing partner Glen Overton said they 
did it "for the sheer love of restoring it and getting it back on its feet." 
Overton had grown up in nearby Fillmore, and Big Rock Candy 
Mountain had been a part of his life during those years. Restoring the 
resort cost the partnership another million dollars. The facility 
reopened for business on Memorial Day in 1997. 

The remodeled facilities include a small restaurant and a candy 
store stocked with "rock candy" and other confections. The motel 
rooms have names like Peppermint, Chocolate Fudge, and Cotton 
Candy. The cabins across the river have names tied either to the song 
"Big Rock Candy Mountain" or to the area's history, including 
Bluebird, D&RGW, Kimberly, Butch Cassidy, Sundancer, and Hole in 
the Wall. Visitors can rent all terrain vehicles (ATVs) to explore the 
surrounding mountains or take a rafting trip on the Sevier River. The 
new owners also have plans for a petting zoo for children." 

The scenic landmark has been immortalized in prose as well as 
in song. Utah-raised writer Wallace Stegner said that Big Rock Candy 
Mountain "was the one theme I was born to write about." In his 1943 
novel Big Rock Candy Mountain, considered to be a modern classic, 
he described the mountain "not as a real place," but rather "a fantas- 
tical utopia." There "life was effortless and rich and unrestricted and 
full of adventure and action, where something could be had for noth- 
ing." According to Stegner, the novel's protagonist, Bo Mason, "had a 
notion where home would turn out to be, for himself and for his 
father, over the next range, on the Big Rock Candy Mountain, that 
place of impossible loveliness that had pulled the whole nation west- 
ward, the place where the fat land sweated up wealth and the heav- 



ens dropped lemonade." Not long before his death, Stegner visited the 
theme again in a 1991 collection of essays which he entitled Where 
the Bluebird Sings to the Lemonade Springs. 

Another Utah writer, Levi S. Peterson, played on the image in his 
1995 novel Aspen Marooney, set partly in Richfield. Peterson writes 
that Marooney "was still a kid when at 17 she fell in love with Durfey 
Haslam. Durfey knew the trail to the Lemonade Springs. He knew the 
customs and accoutrements, the promises and pleasures, of Big Rock 
Candy Mountain. . . . In the trace of his footsteps, she hunted for 
hobo heaven.'"' The Big Rock Candy Mountain remains-a real place 
that inspires songs and works of fiction where children and adults 
alike can get lost in their imaginations of a candyland with a lemon- 
ade spring. 

Down the road a mile, Hoover's cafe, gas station, and store still 
does a brisk business as locals and tourists alike stop for a home- 
cooked meal, something to which all the restaurants in Piute County 
lay claim. Another local business sits on a hill to the west where 
U.S.Highway 89 snakes south out of Marysvale Canyon. Joe and 
Nancy Smith's Wooden Nickle Trading Post is packed with antiques 
and crafts. Joe Smith is in charge of the antiques and his wife Nancy 
manages the craft supplies. They both pride themselves on the high 
quality and low prices of their wares. 

In Marysvale, one pioneer industry still survives-Lizzie and 
Charlie's Rug Factory. At age eleven Karl (Charlie) Christian 
Christensen emigrated from Denmark without his family and ended 
up in Elsinore. He had been an apprentice to a rug weaver before 
leaving his homeland, and he began weaving rugs to support himself. 
One by one his family eventually joined him. He married Elizabeth 
(Lizzie) Sharp Wilcock of Angle in 19 12. Two years later they moved 
to Johns Valley with their first baby. Christensen involved first Lizzie 
and eventually their children in weaving rugs. Widtsoe, however, like 
other farming communities in the area, suffered from floods and 
drought, making a livelihood there hard to come by. The family 
decided to try Oregon, and moved there from 1918 to 1928." 

By the time the Christensens returned to Utah in 1929, Widtsoe 
was nearly a ghost town, the residents having been relocated under a 
Resettlement Administration program. Lizzie and Charlie 



Christensen then moved to Junction and began making rugs there. 
In July 1934 they moved to Marysvale and rented a house on Bullion 
Avenue. Across the street the old J.C. Penney's store building stood 
empty. The Penney's store had operated from 1903 to 1918. By 
September Lizzie and Charlie had purchased the building and began 
remodeling it for their rug-weaving business. As soon as an apart- 
ment in the back could be made livable, the family-now with seven 
children-moved in. It had a living room, two bedrooms, a bath, and 
a small kitchen. 

Charlie died in 1947, and Lizzie died in 1953. Their daughter 
Ester kept the building and looms. The looms were always strung and 
the apartment furnished so anyone in the family could go there to 
stay or make rugs for themselves. Although others in the family used 
the facilities and were actually part-owners, they neglected to help 
Ester with the taxes. In 1952 and again in 1957 she repurchased the 
building for back taxes. The last time, she had the deed put in her 
name only. By late 1968 Ester's son and his wife, Ron and Glenda 
Heaps Bushman, moved to Marysvale and bought the store from 
Ester and her husband Haws Smoot. By the end of 1988 the building 
that once housed the business known as Charlie's Rugs showed its age 
and had become an eyesore. Ester told Ron Bushman that they 
needed to "either fix it up or burn it." He and Glenda finally decided 
to fix it up and start their own rug-weaving business. 

Ron and Glenda Bushman finished renovating the old store with 
Ester's help in 1990. They discussed what to name the enterprise. Ron 
suggested that they give it the original name of Charlie's Rugs, but 
Glenda insisted, "Lizzie worked just as hard as Charlie did"-so it 
became Lizzie and Charlie's Rag Rugs, Quilts and Creative Arts. 
Today Ron and Glenda Bushman operate the family business in the 
same location that his grandfather did, at 210 East Bullion Avenue. 
Charlie's daughter Ester still offers direction and guidance to the 
operation. They weave their rugs on a hand-operated fly shuttle loom 
from all new material. The business has become more than a rug- 
weaving mini-factory, however. It is also a working museum. Charlie 
Christensen's original loom is still there, along with eight other 
antique looms in operation. The looms are set up to weave rugs of 
different colors and sizes. Visitors who want a hands-on experience 



Lizzie and Charlies Rag Rug Factory in Marysvale. (Allan Kent Powell) 

in nostalgia can, with some help and supervision from Ron or 
Glenda, weave their own rugs at the shop. Or they can purchase rugs 
from the stock on hand. Each rug is an original one-of-a-kind trea- 
sure that will take years of wear. The shop also has a quilting room 
and crafts display area. Glenda Bushman takes orders for handmade 
quilts as well as for rugs.16 Ron also became the mayor of Marysvale. 
The Bushmans are also the owners of Lizzie and Charlie's RV Park 
and Campground. 

There have been two all-terrain vehicle rental businesses in 
Marysvale-Old Spanish Trail ATVs, the Bushwhackers which 
became Piute ATV-where back-trail enthusiasts can rent an off- 
highway vehicle (OHV) and spend the day-or several-traversing 
some 300 miles of ATV trails through Piute, Beaver, Sevier, and 
Millard Counties. By way of the back country, the trails link the 
towns of Circleville, Junction, Marysvale, Koosharem, Elsinore, 
Glenwood, Joseph, Fillmore, Kanosh, and Beaver. 

The trails are well marked and good maps are available. They are 
in use from the time the spring snow melts until after the deer hunt 
in the fall. The idea for the ATV trails reportedly came from Clyde 
Lay, who was living in Circleville in 1988. He thought it would be 



nice if there was easy access to gas and supplies for people who used 
OHVs on the old logging and mining roads in the area. According to 
Max Reid, a Fishlake National Forest recreation officer, "Clyde . . . 
went around to the towns along the trails and talked to the councils 
about setting up approved access routes. In the meantime, he 
mapped out the route using mostly low standard forest access roads." 

In 1990 the 200-mile-loop trail opened. It goes from Circleville 
to as far north as Salina, passing through the forests of three moun- 
tain ranges, rugged canyons, and deserts. Elevations on the trail range 
from some 12,000 feet in the Tushar Mountains to 5,100 feet at 
Salina. Side trails also lead to three state parks: Fremont Indian State 
Park in Clear Creek Canyon, Otter Creek Lake, and Piute Reservoir. 
The trails, which are also popular with mountain bikers, are fast 
becoming one of the best known ATV recreation areas in the state. 

Scott Behunin, off-highway vehicle coordinator for the Utah 
Division of Parks and Recreation, calls the trails "a model of cooper- 
ation between land agencies.'"' The committee that administers the 
trails includes representatives from the U.S. Forest Service, Bureau of 
Land Management, Utah Division of State Parks, Sevier and Millard 
County travel councils, Panorama Land regional travel office, Sevier 
County Sheriffs Department, Salina Police Department, and various 
businesses and riders. In spite of the committee's size, it works effec- 
tively and efficiently. It has spent between $2,000 and $5,000 a year 
on signs alone. The trail also has camping sites and restrooms, with 
more of each planned for the future.'' In the second year of opera- 
tion, an estimated 10,000 riders used the trail. According to Max 
Reid, trail users are told to "stay with the trails, follow the markers 
and keep their speed down. . . . If riders are looking for motorcross 
racing, this isn't the place."19 

Up Bullion Canyon to the west, Marysvale resident and former 
mining inspector Re11 Frederick has spearheaded an outdoor mining 
museum with the cooperation of Bob Leonard, an archaeologist for 
the Fishlake National Forest. Located about a quarter of a mile above 
the ruins of the old Bully Boy Mine, the display includes two arras- 
tra wheels that predate the nineteenth-century mining boom. Near 
these ore-crushing devices, they also have uncovered the ruins of five 
dugout cabins-three close together and two more located a short 
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distance away. This is the pattern thought to have been established by 
early Spanish miners. They would go to an area with about fifteen 
soldiers and a couple of officers and build dugouts near a mining 
site-three together for the soldiers and one each for the officers. The 
mining area is located in close proximity to the later Old Spanish 
Trail, and many believe that there is little doubt that Spanish soldiers 
did mine in the area, perhaps as early as the late 1700s. 

The idea for the museum came from Re11 Frederick. "There's a 
lot of mining history in this area that needs to be preserved," he said. 
"Originally, I thought I'd like to put up some signs so people will 
know it's here." Then, about 1988, Frederick told Cindy Kessler, a 
recreation technician at the U.S. Forest Service's Beaver District office, 
what he was thinking. Kessler involved others to develop a plan and 
secure U.S. Forest Service funding. Both the town of Marysvale and 
Piute County became co-sponsors of the project and its on-going 
maintenance. 

In 1993, twelve volunteers from five different states-Utah, 
Oregon, Pennsylvania, Texas, and New Mexico-arrived in Bullion 
Canyon. They came to dig-not for gold, but to make trails, comb 
the woods for artifacts, and help set up displays for the museum. 
Ranging in age from fourteen to seventy-three, the workers were 
assisted by Piute County employees. According to then-mayor Ron 
Bushman, "Re11 gathered all the equipment. . . . He's done it all at his 
own expense. He's donated a lot of equipment: I'd hate to try to guess 
what it's worth." It is worth a lot in a sense of pride and accomplish- 
ment for the town and for Piute County. 

Marysvale is home to several annual events that bring Piute 
County residents, both past and present, together. The Cottonwood 
Downs horse racing meet is held the third Saturday in May. It is fol- 
lowed two weeks later by a town reunion on Memorial Day weekend. 
The reunion typically involves community meals, live music, 
speeches, a quilt raffle, and prizes for "the oldest," "the longest," and 
"the most" in any number of categories. A history display with pic- 
tures is always a highlight. It is also a time when historical-minded 
citizens collect family histories and photographs and preserve them 
for a future volume on the town. In July, The Biggest Little Rodeo in 
Marysvale is the local event to attend. 



Besides the above-mentioned business operating in Marysvale at 
the end of the twentieth century, Louise Cuff Bay continues to oper- 
ate the 4-U motel on the north end of town. Jerry and Martha Baker 
own the Prospector Cafe, where locals and travelers can get sand- 
wiches or a hamburger. Tug's Store and gas station on Main Street 
burned to the ground 11 June 1998, but the owner rebuilt it as an up- 
to-date convenience store and service station. Across the street is Jim 
Keele's garage. The town is small enough that he doesn't need a sign 
to designate his business-customers know he's there. The old Grand 
Hotel, where actress Marie Windsor grew up and which was once 
owned by her parents, Lane and Etta Bertelsen, is now the home of 
Jerry Baker and his family. 

The Pines Hotel, probably built by William and Carrie Jones in 
1882, and owned by them until 1910, is now a bed-and-breakfast 
establishment called Moore's Old Pine Inn. Over the years, the hotel 
had a number owners. In 1993 Randy and Kaye Hartley Moore of 
Layton bought it from Ralph Dixon. The Moores began remodeling 
the building, decorating each guest room around a theme. There is 
the Hitching Post Suite, the Miners Suite, a Zane Grey room, a 
Fishing Hole, the Betsy Ross Room, the Hunter's Lodge, and the 
Indian Suite. They completed the project in 1996. The historic inn 
has several claims to fame. It is the oldest hotel still standing in Utah; 
Zane Grey reportedly stayed at the hotel when he was writing Riders 
of the Purple Sage; and Butch Cassidy was said to have once been a 
guest there as well. Another business in town with a historical theme 
is the Cowboy Connection, owned by Jim Valle, which sells western 
cowboy memorabilia: old saddles, horsehair coats, and other inter- 
esting antiques. 

A new county courthouse stands in Junction just north of Piute 
High School. After nearly a century, the stately old red brick court- 
house needed extensive renovation to bring it up to modern build- 
ing-code requirements. Even then, however, it would not have room 
enough to house all the county's offices. After much deliberation it 
was decided that a new courthouse would be a more practical solu- 
tion and prepare the county for entry into a new century. In 1997 the 
construction was completed at a cost of $2.1 million, and the county 
offices moved into their new space. The money for the building came 



Piute High School. (Allan Kent Powell) 

from several sources: a Community Impact Board fund grant, vari- 
ous loans, and the sale of the old courthouse. David Grover of Las 
Vegas purchased the old courthouse and is remodeling it into a large 
home. 

For three days each fall, Junction and its 120 or so residents host 
the Piute County Fair, which features a rodeo and other displays typ- 
ical of a fair of this kind. The fall is also a time for former residents 
of the area to gather with family and old friends to hunt deer in the 
Tushar Mountains. Establishments like Berg's Junction Motel cater to 
the hunters. In fact, the motel opens around Easter of each year and 
closes shortly after the last deer hunter has gone home." 

Not only is deer hunting a popular activity in Piute County, but 
the reintroduced elk herds have established themselves in the Tushar 
Mountains, as have wild turkeys. Remains of these birds have been 
found in both Anasazi and Fremont Indian sites. Several early 
attempts were made to reestablish the turkeys in southern Utah, but 
it was not until the 1950s that they began to take hold. Flocks now 
thrive in Piute County. The Utah Department of Fish and Game 
reminds people that "these are not domesticated birds; they are long- 
legged, strong-flying, tree-roosting, native North American wild 



turkeys.'' Two species, the Rio Grande and Merriam's, can be found 
in a number of places in the western half of Piute County, with 
Merriam's turkeys being largely in the Tushar  mountain^.^' 

The Future of Mining in Piute County 
The total mining production of the Tushar Mountains may never 

be accurately known. For over a century its mining districts produced 
what has been called "significant quantities of gold, silver, mercury, 
copper, lead, zinc, uranium, manganese, iron, and alunite." Between 
1892 and 1962 the Gold Mountain District yielded a total of $3.83 
million in copper, gold, silver, lead, and zinc, with the Annie Laurie 
Mine being the "chief producer and gold its chief commodity." In the 
Mt. Baldy District, the top producer has been the Deer Trail Mine, 
which has yielded ores of lead, zinc, silver, and gold-$4.03 million 
worth in the periods between 1960-62 and 1964-71 alone. The mine 
shut down operations at the end of 197 1. Alunite occurs chiefly in the 
Henry Mining District, shared with the Sevier Plateau to the east. 
Alunite has been mined for both potash and sulfur, but only during 
wartime emergencies. At the present time, it cannot compete with 
foreign bauxite as an aluminum source or with domestic sedimen- 
tary salt deposits as a source of potash. County reserves of 3.75 mil- 
lion tons of alunite, containing 19 percent alumina, are calculated for 
all known deposits. 

By the mid-1980s the area's known uranium deposits had been 
mined to their economic limits; mining of other minerals has been 
minor since that time. But some geologists from the U.S. Geological 
Survey are convinced "that at least three areas in the Tushar 
Mountains contain major undiscovered deposits of uranium and 
other metals-keeping the dream alive for the inhabitants of this 
sleepy region."" 

In the mid- 1970s United States Congressman from Utah Wayne 
Owens began a bi-partisan drive, which eventually involved all of the 
Utah congressional delegation, to force the federal government to 
acknowledge responsibility for the high number of cancer deaths 
among uranium miners and citizens living downwind of the nuclear 
test site in Nevada. In 1990 President George Bush signed the com- 
pensation act into law. Val Snow, a southern Utah uranium miner 



whose father and brother died of cancer after working with him in 
the poorly ventilated mines, was awarded $100,000 and an apology. 
He said, "It took so long it's ridiculous. . . . It's sad because the ones 
who really needed it were the widows, like my mom [who died in 
19771. There are very few still left alive." Snow worked in the mines 
for ten years to help pay for a ranch. "If they had warned us how dan- 
gerous it was, at least we would have had a choice," he said. "Who 
knows? We were so desperate for jobs to support our families we 
might have done it anyway."23 

Although many in the county will welcome any further production 
in the mining industry, most long-time county residents believe that the 
boom-and-bust cycles of mining eras are not the long-term answer to a 
sound economic future for them and their children. At the close of the 
twentieth century, the county's economy is not diverse enough. There 
aren't enough jobs to keep young people from leaving the county, and 
what jobs there are often pay too little to support families. 

Present Problems, Future Plans 
In the mid- 1990s Piute County residents saw unemployment drop 

from 12.3 percent in 1985 to 4.7 percent in 1996-one of the lowest 
rates in rural Utah. Furthermore, state economic watchdogs predict 
that the area is "poised to explode economically.'' With Interstate 70 
crossing the region from east to west, they reason, an great increase in 
tourism and trucking-related industries will result. Cattle, gypsum, 
coal, and other mineral products produced in the four-county area of 
Sanpete, Sevier, Piute, and Wayne Counties can be trucked to either 
coast from new distribution centers. The governor's Office of Planning 
and Budget predicts Piute's population will increase 38 percent and its 
employment 50 percent in the coming decades.24 

Even so, however, Piute and Wayne Counties, with their small 
populations and tax base, are unlikely to see much investment in 
infrastructure. Piute County, with fewer than 1,400 residents, will 
have a difficult time increasing its economy. "Maybe that's a plus. 
Maybe you don't want Piute County to change," says State 
Representative Brad Johnson (R-Aurora). "Not every place in the 
state needs to have growth and maybe their hope is to retain their 
rural life~tyle."~~ 



The new Piute County Courthouse in 1999. (Allan Kent Powell) 

County residents are concerned with the quality of life in their 
communities, and that goes beyond only economic considerations. 
In November 1992 the first of a series of county planning meetings 
was held at Piute High School. A cooperative effort between the 
county, the state of Utah, and the Utah Association of Counties, this 
meeting addressed issues of economic development, infrastructure, 
and land use. County residents formed sub-committees to study each 
of these concerns and a steering committee, which, with the assis- 
tance of an outside consulting team, would later review the public 
input on the issues, identify the countywide preferences, and explore 
development options. 

In the "brain-storming" public session, residents listed ideas, con- 
cerns, fears, and hopes for the future of the county. Significantly, 
many people were as concerned with the quality of life as with issues 
of quantity. Several people expressed the need for adult educational 
and enrichment programs, while others focused on recreation possi- 
bilities and the fear that "outsidersn-mainly considered the federal 
government-might limit access to, or the use of, federal public lands 
within the county b~undar ies .~~ 

College-level classes are already available on a limited basis 
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through the computer internet, and plans are under way to expand 
those offerings as well as on-site classes through an extension 
arrangement with the state's college and university system. 

At the close of the twentieth century, most Piute County resi- 
dents remain attached to their uncluttered, unhurried way of life and 
their clean air, open spaces and recreation possibilities. It is a place 
where almost everyone knows everyone else. People watch out for 
each other, take care of each other's children, and serve their com- 
munities and county in a variety of ways. They are a strong and 
resourceful group of people, well equipped to carry Piute County 
into the twenty-first century with hope and fortitude. 
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