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What is the Lake Powell Pipeline Project?
The Lake Powell Pipeline (LPP) is a proposed 14O-mile, 69-inch-diameter water delivery pipeline that
begins at Lake Powell near Glen Canyon Dam in Page, Arizona, and ends at Sand Hollow Reservoir
near St. George, Utah. The pipeline would deliver up to 86,249 acre-feet of water from Lake Powell to
Washington and Kane counties in southwest Utah. Utah Board of Water Resources (UBWR) proposes
building the LPP in order to bring a second source of water to Washington and Kane Counties in Utah to
meet future water demands, diversify the regional water supply portfolio, and enhance the water supply
reliability.

What is the history of the Lake Powell Pipeline Project?
UBWR previously proposed a pipeline project with an intake at Lake Powell that included a hydroelectric
peaking station and a future pumped storage system at Hurricane Cliffs, Utah. The Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC) was the lead federal agency for that project because it would have
required a hydroelectric license issued by the FERC. The UBWR withdrew its application to the FERC on
September 25,2019, and the project was terminated effective October 10,2019.

Who is the lead federal agency?.
The Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) has been designated the lead federal agency by the
Department of the lnterior for the LPP Project National Invironmental Policy Act (NEPA) process. Based
on the changes to project design and the lead federal agency, Reclamation is initiating a new public
scoping process, which will require interested parties to submit new comments on the current proposal.
Reclamation's Provo Area Office is the lead office responsible for the NEPA review effort. Ultimately, the
Secretary of the lnterior will decide whether to approve the LPP Project.

Who are the Cooperating Agencies and
what are their roles?
Bureau of Land Management (BLM). The BLM is
the lead federal agency for Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), Section
7 of the Endangered Species Act compliance, and
the proposed Ari zona Strip Resou rce Ma nagement
Plan (RMP) Amendment. The BLM has the
responsibility of deciding whether to amend the
RMP and whether to issue a right-of-way (ROW).

National Park Serv.ice (NPS): The NPS will submit
a non-impairment determination along with the
Record of Decision (ROD). NPS will decide whether
to issue a ROW grant.
US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS): The FWS is
responsible for the Biological Opinion (BO).

Bureau of lndian Affairs (BlA): The BIA will assist
the Tribe throughout the NEPA process as a
Cooperati ng Agency(s).

Kaibab Band of Paiute lndians (Tribe): The Tribe
was previously a Cooperating Agency and an
lntervenor under the FERC process. Reclamation
sent the Tribe a Cooperating Agency invitation
letter on November 4, 2A19.

Are there any Alternatives?
Two pipeline alignments have been proposed: The
Southern Alternative and the Highway Alternative.
Both alternatives begin and end in the same
locations. The Southern Alternative would travel
south of the Kaibab lndian Reservation while the
alignment for the Highway Alternative would
cross lands held in trust by the United States for
the benefit of the Kaibab Band of Paiute lndians,
following Arizona State Route 389. The Southern
Alternative would cross land administered by
the BLM in Utah and Ari zana and would require
multiple ROW grants and an amendment to the
Arizona Strip RMP, because a small portion of
the pipeline would go outside an approved utility
corridor. Three action alternatives, plus a No
Action alternative, are being considered based on
scoping conducted by the BLM in 2018.
The Highway Alternative would cross BLM and
Tribal trust lands, which would require the BLM
and BIA to issue ROW grants and require a
resolution from the Tribe. Both alternatives would
cross lands administered by Reclamation and
the NPS, requiring Reclamation to issue a license
agreement and the NPS to issue a ROW permit
under either alternative.

ln addition, UBWR has requested a water
exchange contract with Reclamation.
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What is a Water Exchange Contract?
Under the water exchange contract, UBWR would
forbear the diversion of a portion of the natural
flows to which UBWR is entitled and allow these
flows (^.,400 miles) to contribute to meeting the
Endangered Species Act Upper Colorado River
Recovery lmplementation Program requirements
in the Green River. ln exchange, UBWR would
deplete an equal amount of water released from
Flaming Gorge Dam throughout the year and
available at Lake Powell. This exchange contract
would not entitle UBWR to call for releases from
Flaming Gorge.

What is an Environmental lmpact
Statement?
An EIS describes the positive and negative effects
of a proposed actiofi, describes alternative
actions, and provides an analysis of environmental
impacts and ways to mitigate such impacts. lt is
prepared for major federal actions that may be
controversial or have a significant effect on the
environment. The purpose of an EIS is to identify
potential environmental issues related to the
project, a na lyze the project's im pacts on resou rces
and disclose them to the public. When completed,
it is a tool for informed decision making.
The EIS is a public document and the public
is encouraged to provide input throughout
the development of the ElS. ln addition to the
public, the EIS will inform federal, state, and
local permitting agencies as well as Cooperating
Agencies and Native American Tribes.

fhe EIS is not a decision document but is intended
to provide information to Reclamation and
other agency decision makers in order to make
informed decisions. lt is the basis for the Record
of Decision (ROD), which is the final decision on
whether to permit the project.
See https :/ / ceq.doe. gov / docs/get-i nvolved/
Citizens_Guide_De c07 .pdf for more information
on the NEPA and EIS process.

What is the process for preparing an
Ers?
There are several steps involved in preparing an
ElS, as defined by NEPA. The EIS process begins
with the publication of a Notice of lntent (NOl) in
the Federal Register. The NOI initiates the scoping
period, during which agencies and the public
can give feedback and submit their comments
for review. Reclamation and Cooperating
Agencies use the information derived from public
scoping comments to identify potential resource
concerns, project modifications, alternativ€s, and
environmental mitigation measures. The process
is documented and potential impacts to each of
the alternatives are disclosed in a Draft ElS. After
public review of the Draft Els, comments are
considered and incorporated into the Final EIS
and a Notice of Availability (NoA) is published
by EPA in the Federal Register. The agencies will
include substantive comments, as well as agency
responses, in the Final ElS. The EIS process ends
with the issuance of the ROD.
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How can I participate in the process?
Public meetings will be held during the public scoping period and the Draft EIS comment period.
Reclamation invites the public to attend the public meetings to gather information about the project and
to provide comments that may inform the federal managers'final decisions.
You can make a difference by providing us with your specific ideas, comments, or concerns about
the proposed project. Comments should focus on the potential environmental effects, reasonable
alternatives, and measures to avoid or reduce environmental impacts. The more specific your comments,
the more useful they will be.

What is public scoping?
Public scoping is the process federal agencies use to identify public issues and concerns relating to
actions on federal lands. Scoping is the process of identifying the range of issues, management concerns,
and preliminary alternatives that should be addressed in the ElS. The public scoping period is the first
opportunity for public involvement on a proposed action. A NOI to develop an ElS, published in the
Federal Register, will open a public scoping period. A series of public meetings will be held throughout
the project area to provide the public with information and to solicit comments and input on the
proposed action.

Comments can be submitted in the following ways:

Mail:

Lake Powell Pipeline Project
Bureau of Reclamation, Provo Area Office
302 East Lakeview Parkway
Provo, UT 84606

Website: https://www.usbr.gov/uc/envdocs/eis/LakePowellPipeline/index.html
Email: lpp@usbr.gov
Fax 801 -379-1159

How can I stay informed about the LPP Project?
Visit the project's website for project updates:
https://www.usbr.gov / uc/ env docs/ eis/LakePowel
Request
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to be added to project mailing list at one of the public meetings or by email to lpp@usbr.gov

The public meetings will be held in the following venues:
Tuesday, Jan uary 7, 2OZA
6:00pm - B:00pm
Kanab Center
2A N. 100 E.
Kanab, UT 84741

Wednesd dy, January 8, 2O2O
6:00pm - B:00pm
Dixie Center
1835 S Convention Center Dr
St. George, UT 84794

Thursday, January 9, 2OZA
6:00pm - 8:00pm
Valley High School
325 West 1 1000 S.
South Jorddil, UT 84095

The presentations will begin at 6:30pm

your comments considered for the Draft
please submit them by January 10, 2020.
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