HARRY A. AURAND
1360 Bellaire St.
Denver, Colorado

darch {9th, 1934

Roger Ioll, Superintendent
Tellowstone National rark
Denver, Colorade.

Dear Mr. Toll:

I have become extremely interested in the work of the
National Fark Service during the past few years, and especially in the
foresight that the Service has showa urging the estebliswent of Yatlional
konuments and Farks in those areas that h ve excepticnal sducational and
recrest.cnal possibilitiss. I realise that the present value of an area
43 a Hatioral iMonument or Park is not always appreciated by the publie,
which looks upon certain projects «s a waste of monsy, and a needless
withdrawal of the puclic domain, where public lands are involved, how-
sver, 1 fcel that the foresizht used by the Netional Park Service will
be greatly appreciated by the publis in years to come.

During the psriod from 1920 to 1930, I spent considerable
time on geological expleration work in the area surreunding the "Four
Corners” of “rizona, New Wexico, Utah, and Colorade. I worked in all
of the cut of the way pluces, and saw many areas of interest, which com-
paratively few whiie men have visited. The scenic value, the geology in-
velved, and the educatlional and recresticnal poesibilities of many of
the areas whicn I visited in u-utheastern !'tah and Yorthwestern Arizona
appear to be almost limitlecs,

- would like tc propose the investigation of several areas
in the soutnhwest, which I think have ronderful possibilitiecsas either
Natioral iarks or Vonuments, and would apprecizte your referring these
preposals to the proper autrorities.

MUFPIN BUTTE AREA

LOCATICN: Section 7, Townshi- 22 South, Range 19 tast.
San Juan County, Utah,

DESCAIFTION: The southern end of a nigh plateau arsa betwean the
Colorado and Green aivers in 3an Juan County, Utah.

ULTAILS: The view from Vuffin 3utte and the adjacent cliffs involves
the entire region south to thre denry “ountains. The area is
about 2500 feet above the Colorado xnd Green divers and gzives
a_sonderful view of the areca south towards the confluencae of
the two rivers.

The geologisal and paysio;rapric studies in the area are
almost unlisdted, ~ed present many interssting problems. The
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Alhambra Rock, a large igneous plug, can be seen south of
the San Juan River. This plug rises to a height of several
hundred feet and is a land mark for the surrounding country.

The area is a part of the high Colorado Plateau Region, and
is partially barrsn and sandy, with many outerops of sedi-
mentary rocks forming high cliffs and ledges, or deeply
eroded canyons of highly colored sediments,

All the lands involved in the area are either “tate owned
or public domain.

A crude road from Mexican Hat, Utah, has been built inte
this area. Tihis road is about four miles in length, to
this poist and could be made inte a splendid highway with
comparatively little work, T is road 1s a branch of the
Bluff-iexican Hat-Xayenta road through the arsa.

This is a wonderful observation point for the study of
2eclo.y and physiography, and is but a short distance

from a main road through the area. Ajourney through this
arsa is replete with Interesting history and scenic effects,
and vould be a constant source of wondermert to the publis,

DARK CANYON AND *CODEMSHOE CANYORS

Township 34 and 35 Jouth, Ranges 17, 18, and 19 Zast,

Dark Canyon and woodenshoe Canyon are two drainge systeas
starting on ilk Yountaon on the West side of the Zlue Mts.
in San Juan County, Utah. The canyons merge into Dark
Canyon which in turn ampties into the Colorado River from
the southeast.

Dark Canyon and ~oodensnoe vanyon are deeply eroded can-
Yons on the fest side of Zlk wountain, They are both ex-
treiely picturescue and contain numerous natural bridges.
woodenshoe Canyon contains a number of cliff dwellsrs
ruins located high up on the cliffs of the canyon.

The area is a high plateau region with deerly dissected
canyons. A heavy growth of large timber covers the

higher plateau and the canyons as well. Numerous springs
are avallabls. In 1926 the ‘idwest Refining Company of
Jenver, Colorado, built a road into Dark Canyon from mear
Kigalia ianger Station and improved the road from B8landing
to that point. This road has not been keot in repair
since a well has been drilled and abandoned in Dark Canyon.
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The country is a high antielinal region, the surface of the
area being covered wit:i hard gray-blue lize-tone » which
plunges to the wast, north and west from the point in
guestion,

All the lands involved in the area are either State owned
or public domain,

A road could sasily be constructed from the Bluff-<sxican
Hat hayenta road to this point, and would involve between
t»o and three riles of comstrustion work, which could be
aade on to the limestone surface at small cost.

A nev rosd is beinyg built [rom Cortes, Colorado {near the
Nesaverde lational rark), cown deBlmo Canyon to the “olorado-
Utah line, and will ultimately be comtlnued by tie “tate of
Utah, to the town of Jiuff, iUtan. The rcad from 3luff to
“exican Hat and on southwest to Xayenta, connects at i'lag-
staff all towns in “rizons. This road system is the oaly
one rassing through the area.

This point on tne north side of the Jan Juan Kiver lanyon
through East ~nticline, is a wonderful observaticn roint

for the study of geology and physiograpay, whil: the em=

tire road through the area is one of reoccurrerce after another
of interesting scenery, history, and nature study of all
kinds.

~ast Anticline is but one interesting point of mahy which
iie along the read tharcugh this area.
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SAN JUAN RIVER

Section 34, Township il South, Hange 18 Zast.
San Juan Counmty, Utah.

This area is on the nmort: riu of the San Juan Hiver wherse
it cuts through test Anticline, w weil knomn #sological
feature west of Yexican it and foodrige, Utah.

The Can Juan River has taken & @eandering course lo cutting
through West Anticline and nas eroded four (4) lcops or me—
anders, all of which can be seen from the same point. The
canyon at this point 1s 1250 feet deep, and the river can
be reacned by "Honaker Trall" where a study of tie entire
Zeology of the canyorn can be made.
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All lands involved in the arca are Stated owned or public
domain. fart of the area is within the boundaries of the
La Sal National Forest.

The Dark and %oodenshoe Canyon area can be reached by tak-
ing the Blanding-Natural Bridges road to a point one mile
east of Kigalia Ranger Station and then turning north em
the Jark Canyon Hoad. ¥%oodenshoe Canyon can be reached by
pack trail only, but is easi.y accessible. The Matural
Bridges and the Dark Canyon-Foodenshoe Zanyon area can
both be mede in one iLrip. ’

I belisve this area is well worth setting aside as a Na~
tional Yonument or Park in connection with the Natural
Bridges “onumocrt.

Northern Apache and Navajo Counties, Ariacna.

#onumertal Valley is a broad, comparatively flat, sandy
area encirecled on the socuthwest, south and sast sides by
cliffs or escarpments of massive sandstones (DeChelly
sandstone). This sandstone has been eroded into needle
and spire like shafts, and other odd shapes. These ero—
sion remanants can te seen from considerable distances
when viewed from the northwest, north and northeast.
Lany individual remnants have bee¢n naued and are well
known as land amarks.

[2is arsa lies in the extreme northern part of ipache
and Lavajo Counties, irizona. (ses professional Paper
#93, U.3. Geological Survey)

The land in this area 1a Ixecutive Urder iLand, a part
of the Navajo Indian 3eservation, The ar:a is now used
for gresing by the Mavajo Indlans., Cattle men from
tah grase cattle in this area at intermittent periods.

sonumental Valley i3 not entirely inaccessible to aute~
mobile travel. Cne rosd follows up Gypsum Creek into the
center of the valley, and the road from Vexican Hat, Utah,
to Kayenta, Arizona; crosses the northwest corner of the
valley. Orifting sand may cover roads built into the
area if the roads are not pruperl; placed or located.
Splendid views of the valley may be obtained from cer—
taln atvantageously chosen points. The building of the
roads can be accomplished at an extremely low cost,

I bslieve that several short roads could be built inte
thls area ot small exnense. I Delieve that 2 traveler




between L _an enta can see a suficie rtion of Monumental
Yh-x to appreciate its scenic bgggog and that no great
expenditure is justified in the connestion of road con—
struction. The fact that the area ia Executive Order Land
and that it is not readily accessible, makes it one that
can be appreciated from the near distance withouts its being
made into a National Park or Monument at the present time,
If the public demands for roads into the area become great
in the future, the fact that it is Zxecutive Crder Land
alnays makes it possible to set it aside as a National Pspk,

SATPARCWITS PLATRAU

LOCATION: Kane County, Utah,

DISCUSSICN: The region known zs the fLaiparowits Plateau in Xane County,
Utah, should be investigated as a possible area for a Ka-
tural Park. The area showns great possibilities from seenie,
peological, botany, and biological standpoints.

STATUS CP
LARDS: The area involves both State land and public domain,
NOTE: See discussion - Kaiparowits Platsau-Frofessional Paper

#164 United States Ceological Survey.
SURMARY

The ¥uffin 3utte Area 1f ssteblished asz a Maticnal Perk or Yonu=
meat and opened to the public by the construction of a road into the area,
*ould be sasily aceessible from U, U. Fisheay 550 and Utan Hghway » 450,
Travelers passing through Grand Junet ion, Jolerado, en route to southwest
Utali, would find the area readily accecsible. Travelers from Grand Junc—
tion, Colorado, en route %o southeast Utah, would also find the area
accessible and of real interest.

Partles visiting the xesaverde Vational Pari: will s in a short
time, be able to leave tist area, travel over a good road to Bluff, Jtah,
see the Zast Anticline, Goose iHecks » donumental Valley, ani reach nayenta,
Arizona, that evening,

The establisnment of the Kaiparowits Platcau Area as a National
Park area, and the building of a road into that area, woulc ultimately re—
sult in the bullding of e bridge over the volorado Aiver, and linking up ef
National Parks and sonuments in Southern (Rah, with flainbow 3ridge, Navajo
Acuntain, Kest Seel, 3statakin,<onument Valley, the Ucose Necks, tast Anti-
eline, Natural Bridges and the Nessverde Nat lonal Park, into a succession
of scenis, aducational and recreational canters,

I w#ill te cnly too glad to furnish the Matioral Farik Service with
any data, maps or picturss, wnich I ma huve in my possession, regarding
the areas discussed in this lettsr.

Respectfully submitted,

(signed) HAXSY A, AURZND.
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