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Dear Reader: 

Enclosed for your review is the Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Enefit American Oil 
Utility Corridor Project (Utility Project). The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) prepared the Final EIS 
in consultation with cooperating agencies and in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act 
of 1969 (NEP A), including Council on Environmental Quality Regulations for Implementing the 
Procedural Provision ofNEPA at 40 Code ofFederal Regulations (CFR) Parts 1500-1508; 
U.S. Department of Interior regulations at 43 CFR Part 46; and other applicable laws and directives. 

The BLM Vernal Field Office has prepared a Final EIS to analyze and disclose the impacts of granting 
five rights-of-way across ELM-administered federal land to Enefit American Oil (Enefit) and Moon Lake 
Electric Association for the construction and operation ofutilities and a road. As proposed, 19 miles of 
water supply pipeline, 9 miles of natural gas supply pipeline, 11 miles of oil product line, 30 miles of 
single or dual overhead 138-kilovolt (kV) H-frame powerlines, and 6 miles of Dragon Road upgrade and 
pavement would be constructed and operated crossing BLM- and State-administered lands in the Vernal 
Field Office. The Utility Project would provide utilities and move processed oil from Enefit's South 
Project, which is planned on private land, and minerals owned by Enefit. The South Project, will include 
development of a 7,000- to 9,000-acre commercial oil shale mining, retorting, and upgrading operation in 
Uintah, County. 

The Utility Project area is located within the southern portion of Township 8-10 South, Range 24-25 East, 
Salt Lake Meridian, in Uintah County, Utah, approximately 12 miles southeast of Bonanza, Utah. Vernal, 
Utah, is the nearest major municipality, located approximately 40 miles north of the Utility Project area. 
The community of Rangely, Colorado, is located approximately 25 miles northeast of the Utility Project 
area. 

The Proposed Action and an alternative of taking No Action are considered in detail in the Final EIS. 
Under the Proposed Action, the BLM would issue a grant to Enefit for utility rights-of-way across ELM-
administered lands and improvements to Dragon Road. Under the No Action Alternative, the BLM would 



deny Enefit's application for utility rights-of-way and road improvement, and Enefit would pursue 
securing natural gas, electricity, and water utilities and product delivery via alternative means for the 
South Project. 

The approval or disapproval of the South Project is outside the BLM's authority because it is located on 
private lands and minerals. In the Draft EIS, the South Project was described in the indirect impacts and 
cumulative impacts sections. However, based on public comment, and to clarify that it is a Reasonably 
Foreseeable Future Action outside of the BLM's jurisdiction that will move forward regardless of the 
BLM's decision (and therefore its effects are neither direct nor indirect effects of the BLM's action), the 
description of the South Project effects have been moved to the cumulative impact analysis, Section 4.3. 
Description of potential effects of the South Project under the No Action Alternative are discussed in 
Section 4.4 of this Final EIS. To the knowledge of the BLM, no mine plans for the South Project are 
currently filed with the State of Utah; therefore, design of the mine is conceptual. If a mine plan is filed 
with the State, it would be reviewed, approved, or denied by the Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining. 

The Final EIS was prepared pursuant to NEP A and its implementing regulations to evaluate 
environmental impacts that could result from the authorization of the Utility Project. The EIS is not a 
decision document. Its purpose is to inform the public and the decision maker of the impacts associated 
with implementing the Proposed Action, to evaluate alternatives to the Proposed Action, and to solicit 
other agencies and the public for comments on the proposal and its potential effects prior to BLM's 
making an informed decision on the right-of-way requests. 

The Final EIS includes responses to comments received on the Draft EIS; clarifies or adds information 
obtained after preparation of the Draft EIS, and identifies the Agency Preferred Alternative for the 
Project. An overview of changes between Draft and Final EIS are presented in Chapter 1 of the Final EIS. 
Appendix I contains responses to public comments received on the Draft EIS which was released for 
public comment on Aprill5, 2016. 

In accordance with 40 CFR 1506.10, with the publication ofthe U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's 
Notice of Availability of the Final EIS in the Federal Register, the Final EIS will be available for review 
by the public for a period of 45 days. While not a formal comment period, the public and agencies can 
submit comments on the Final EIS. Comments may be submitted electronically at 
blm_ut_vernal_ comments@blm.gov and postal mail copies should be sent to: 

Bureau of Land Management  
Vernal Field Office  
ATTN: Stephanie Howard  
1 70 South 500 East  
Vernal, UT 84078  

Hand delivery of written comments on the Final EIS to 170 South 500 East, Vernal, Utah, may occur 
between 7:45a.m. and 4:30p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding federal holidays. Envelopes and the 
subject line of emails should be identified as "Enefit American Oil Utility Corridor Project". 

Comments received during the 45-day review period following publication of the NOA will be considered 
prior to a decision on the Proposed Action. Comments on the Final EIS should be as specific as possible. 
It is also helpful if the comments refer to chapters and pages of the Final EIS. 

Before including your address, phone number, e-mail address, or any other personal identifying 
information in your comment, you should be aware that your entire comment-including your personal 
identifying information-may be made publicly available at any time. While you can request in your 



comment that your personal identifying information be withheld from public review, BLM cannot 
guarantee that it will be able to do so. Comments submitted anonymously will not be accepted. 

Electronic copies of the Final EISon CD are available for public distribution. The Final EIS also is 
available for review and downloading from the BLM project website at: http://go.usa.gov/csa9j 

Printed copies of the Final EIS are available for review at the following locations: 

Vernal Field Office Utah State Office 
170 South 500 East Public Reading Room 
Vernal, UT 84078 440 West 200 South, Suite 500 

Salt Lake City, Utah 84111 

The BLM Authorized Officer may make a final decision after 45 days have elapsed. At such time, the 
BLM will issue a Record of Decision (ROD). The ROD will be available to all parties through the Utility 
Project website referenced above. 

If you have any questions regarding the NEP A process used to prepare the EIS or need additional 
information contact Kelly Buckner, BLM Project Coordinator, at kbuckner@blm.gov or (435) 781-4445. 
Persons who use a telecommunications device for the deaf (TDD) may call the Federal Information Relay 
Service (FIRS) at 1-800-877-8339 to contact the above individual during normal business hours. The 
FIRS is available 24 hours a day, seven days a week, to leave a message or question with the above 
individual. You will receive a reply during normal business hours. 

Sincerely, 

Gary Torres .bPr 
District Manager 


