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(Brian Maffly | Tribune photo) Colorado businessman Aaron Million, 
pictured Nov. 7, 2018 at the Utah Department of Natural Resources, is 
proposing to divert 55,000 acre-feet of water from the Green River in Utah 
to Colorado's Front Range. The state of Utah, various federal agencies, 
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water districts in both Utah and Colorado and environmental groups are 
asking the Utah State Engineer to reject Million's water-right application, 
arguing his plan to pipe water out of the Colorado River basin is a 
speculative scheme that would deplete an already over-allocated river 
system to the detriment of both the environment and water users.

Utah State Engineer Teresa Wilhelmsen has rejected a controversial 
proposal to divert 55,000 acre-feet of the Green River’s flow from Utah to 
Colorado’s fast-growing Front Range cities.

Colorado entrepreneur Aaron Million has been pursuing this idea for more 
than a decade, resurrecting his pipeline proposal in 2018 after two prior 
failed attempts at approval. This time his firm White Horse Resources 
proposed a scaled-down pipeline tapping the Green below Flaming Gorge 
Dam at Browns Park and running 325 miles underground to Denver. 
Dubbed the “Green Sun Storage Hydro Power Project,” it would generate 
hydropower along its 3,800-foot decent from the Continental Divide to the 
Front Range.

Wilhelmsen found the proposal ran counter to policies Utah has been 
pursuing for decades regarding the recovery of endangered species of fish 
and the Beehive State’s own interest in developing its share of water in the 
Colorado River system.

“One of the overarching premises of [Utah’s] State Water Policy is the 
development of Utah’s allocation of the Colorado River, coupled with 
ongoing conservation efforts, to satisfy the growing demands within the 
state in years to come,” Wilhelmsen wrote in an order posted Tuesday. “The 
approval and use of Utah’s Colorado River water in a different state would 
undermine the fundamental elements of Utah’s conservation policies and 
objectives and place the State Engineer at odds with the Legislature’s 
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mandate.”

Meanwhile, Wilhelmsen is considering Utah’s own proposal to substantially 
alter an 86,000-acre-foot water right associated with Flaming Gorge, 
moving the point of diversion downstream to feed the proposed Lake 
Powell Pipeline.

At a hearing before the state engineer two years ago, Million likened his 
project to the 140-mile pipeline across southern Utah to St. George, 
claiming there was sufficient flows in the Green to accommodate both 
diversions.

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission has previously twice turned 
down similar Green River diversions proposed by Million.

“This [latest] decision is a big win for the Green River as well as the people 
and endangered fish that depend on it,” said Taylor McKinnon, a senior 
campaigner at the Center for Biological Diversity. “We hope the state 
engineer’s decision is the final nail in the coffin of this absurdly greedy, 
irresponsible plan.”

The center was one of many groups that contested Million’s application, 
along with Utah state officials and water users who saw the diversion as a 
threat to the Beehive State’s long-standing interest in tapping its share of 
the Colorado River outlined in a century-old interstate compact. Million’s 
proposal comes at a time when climate change is depleting flows on the 
Colorado and its tributaries, which supply water to 40 million people.

Diverting the water at Browns Park would have undermined costly efforts 
underway to rescue some of the Green’s native fish, McKinnon and other 
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environmentalists argued.

Water Horse claimed that it worked out agreements with the Bureau of 
Reclamation to adjust water releases from Flaming Gorge to soften the 
diversion’s impacts on fish habitat. But Wilhelmsen found that no such 
contract had been reached. Nor did she find that Water Horse had firm 
commitments from potential users to actually put the water to “beneficial 
use,” a necessary prerequisite in most water rights applications.

“The applicants do not propose to be the parties to place the water to 
beneficial use,” Wilhelmsen wrote, “but instead have provided letters of 
interest without commitment from other parties who indicate they might be 
interested in purchasing water from the applicants if pricing and other 
details align with their interests at a future time when details are more 
certain.”

Without specifics on how the water would be used, awarding the water right 
would be on shaky legal ground and could come back to haunt Utah as it 
seeks to expand its access to the flows of Green River, the Colorado River’s 
largest tributary. In other words, the diversion could be taken out of Utah’s 
instead of the Centennial State’s share of the Colorado River.

“Approval of this application by the State Engineer would constitute a 
serious breach of public trust duties owed to Utah citizens and would 
therefore be contrary to the public welfare requirements necessary for 
approval,” Wilhelmsen concluded.
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Entrepreneur revives proposed pipeline to carry Green River water from 
Utah to Colorado

Lake Powell pipeline will ‘make the river angry,' Southern Paiutes warn as 
feds release analysis

Why did Kane County pull out of the Lake Powell pipeline? Turns out, it 
doesn’t need more water.

Utah fears lack of boat inspections due to coronavirus could put other lakes 
at risk of quagga infestations
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