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Jewel of the Colorado
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FOREWORD Onee in u bue moon we come upon almost un-

believable beauty.  Such was my reaction ar my firse sighe of
Lake Powell and 1s setling ol incomparable srandeur.  Lake
Peraell holels 1.-.'.’11':-;|-|:|E; waler. hur 1ic alzo 1s a new and mu_ir_:.r
national receeation area. Lhe blue warers and the sculprured
shore hold something for all—the fun and exciterient of fshing,
boating, and wuter sports, or aecaling salinde in che midst of
I'IrHIIJI:'H_l -!_:IL,‘;‘II.'l‘!-'.

President and Mrs, Jolmzon have challenged us with an
exciting new concept of conservadion: Creation of new beaury
e anplily the beanty which is our heritage ws well as creation
ol more places tor outdoce recreatinon. In this magnificent lake

wir have made such .'Ll.':l.':f.‘.-:llj‘.-] hrments. Welecome o Lake Powell,

-—=ariwarl L. DALy, Secrefary
[58. Dhpuiment of the Intevior
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THE RIVLER

The mighty Colorado River is as essential twoa great SEVEL-SLALE ATra 11
the Wes. a8 the Great Lakes are 1o the industrizl heartland of America,
Without i, mueh of that Western lTand ay we know it today veold T
dranlate and unsentled—a barren waste unfic for helitation.

The Colerado is an arcient river,  Trs bedrock granice dates back
tn the Archean Asc aldesr in known prological time.

The rviver springs to life high on the western slopes of the Rucky
Manrtaing Continental THvide in oorthem Celotado then Begios Qs
1.400-mile journey w the Gulf of Califernia and the facific Ocean, 1is
teibntarties extend g weven Western Staces, Tt drains anc-twelfth the
arca of the continental United States.,

Through the eons, us the great plateans of Tah rose from the sea,
this preat land earver mouved the mesa rocks w gorge and chasm alang
it patts, Tt dug great caoyens, their rms towering thomsands of fret
2lonve the river’s bed.

Filteen thausand vears ago, the Gelorado coursed through a land
wrenerously blessed with rainfall and goeenowith vegetation, Eleven thea-
sand years ago, 2 great evcle of avidity began, This reached i height
4. 000 vears belore Chrisr. Ancient Tndian civilization dicd for lack of
understandine bow to nse the rivers warer 1o alleviale great drougl,
Trithar age, the Wesl broame as we see 1L 1acday.

Mot lanz after Columbus discovered the New World, Spanich con-
quistadors discrvered e lower Colorado. They gave the sill-laden
river it name—Colorade Spanish for red.

Tn 1864, John Wesley Powell was the first man o pavigare 1,000
nziles of the: Caderado Biver and live to tell the tale.

Tarer, it hecame “Big Bed™ 1o che settlerz—a wild, anbridled river
that was both blessing and curse, Tt gave theom that breath of Westem
life  walcr—hut irs disastrous Noods ravaged and destroyed.  Aad Ots
annual low-flaw oyels disouraged attemprs oo it the river imto a plan ol
permnanent ceanamie development,

Mot until the 20rh century did man begin to tune the ontlaw river
tor stare il precious water and regulate its Ao
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THE PLAN

In the carly pare of thiz century i the aid YWest, a watereresmnees plan-
ning enginerr somld pick a likely spot oo a river [or a dam, He would
crnsider all possible benefic—as far as his soope of vision extended.
T'hen the dam would be bualt,  There seere, of course, divect beinefita

but they were governed by the limired technalogy and vision of the day,

By the 19200s, most of the “casy’” ones—the simple projecls—Lhad
been buill  Realication grow that the taming of the Colorzde must
bevin  that its woters imust be roade subjocn 1o the need and will of man.

And so o2 pew cra for e West bogan,  Tirse froit was Famed
Hoower Dame the Dirst inajor river plog in the world, and still the high-
est cdam in this hemisphers, Behind it i Luke Meac  one of the higgest
manmadr lzkes in the world.

A rlassic example of this new vision is the Colorado River Storage
Praject.  The bold and sweeping planning for it was oot concerned with
o dam in ene place—ir was cancered with the upper half of an entive
river hasin cncampassing Sour Western Stzres, Notonly was i conecrned
wirh the mam river—the Colorade—andd 3tz lower basin, bal 105 many
tribtaries as well.

The use plan for the water was not cast in the singular—it was
I belecl multipurpose: irvigation. rmicipal and indnstrial, prwver gener-
ation, Nlood contrel, fGsh and wildhiie  plus owtdoor reercation for sl
the Nation’s people.

There ure four main water-sterave and river-regulating units: Flam-
e Corge, Curecantd, Navajo, wod Glen Canven, And 11 smaller par-
Heipating projects ate infegrated tosupport che broad and comprehensive
[rlar.

Snme idea of the soope of this mane project may e had Trom own
Facrs: When complered—and ir is nearly complets—the system will store
%5 million acre-foor af warer and be ahle to generate 1.3 million kilewalts
of cloctric power,

I direct wave, this powerhouss of seesrem coomomic cevelopoment
will benelicially alleet every person in most of the West.  In indirece
wayd, 1L will e ol benelil 1o every person 1n che United States,

And it will be no burden oo the American taxpayer,  Mare than 90
pereent of construcsion costs for che entire project will be paid for by
water and power sales—and be retormed wthe Uniced States Lreasary,

Az the great resemeoirs fill with the surplus of hivhwater vears, users
of Calarade River water will be freed fream disrupeive eveles of droughe,
The reserveivs will haold soficient warer for 4 vears of comnmitoed oecds
rroarclless af infio,

When the svstem is complete, damaging Aoods—Tlareo or small
will be pmpeezible,  Big Bed, e aalaw river, sdll finally be tamed.

Water llowing in the Coloradoe will be blee ancd elean, and stay that
way. © Bach veservoir has the designed-in capacity to held many imdreds
ot vears sile accumularion, withoue afcening ethciency ol operation,

When rhe Coloradn River Stocage Project is Tully imegrazed wirh
arcsent plans tor che Tewer basia of the over, the long-cherighed dream
nf full developmenrt and use will have come troe.
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THE DAM

Ban has flung down a giane bareier direely in the parh of the torbulent
Colorade in Avizona. Tt hes tamed the wild river—made it a servant
rooman's will.

Rig Red has Toar mezning as = name for the Colorade,  The colossus
et lled Crlon Canvan 12 now smoring and releasing bloe wates,

Glen Canvon Dam thses gver 00 Feel [ren the canvon floor,  Tes
aracelul hulk holds 5 million enbic yards of concrete.  In the power-
house at its toe, 473-1om generators spin gquietly az they pour energy by
the Lillions of wats e cros-counesy transmission bines.  Behind ir,
_Bb-mile-long Lake Powell s Glling,

Lex 1963, Galen Canvon Dam wag winner in the natonal competition
far the Cutstanding Civil Engineering Achievement Aware.  This an-
nual award s given by the Amerivan Sociewy of Civil Engincers to—

“thar engineering project that demoonsteated the
greatest enginerring skills amed represens the
ereatest eontribution to . . . mankind.”

Built ol rock and cement and sweat and skill, Glen Canyvon Tham
stands ox a monument 1o the talent of its builders and to reallicmation
of rhe pieneering spicit e is Adncrica,

The manmads rock ol the cdam has beeome as ane wich the living
rack of the canvon.

Trwdll endure as lone as o encdures,
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THE FUTTIRE

What do von do with a grest river which iz the lifeline for the arid half
of a country?

Fivar, vam rreasnre, regnlate, and husband what it halds.  Then von
plan the futurs for that water ue carelully as King Midas counted his gold.

The wremenos basin ol Cie Colorado Biver is divided e an Upper
Basinn aid Lower Basin,  The four-State Upper Basin conlains the Colo-
rado Wiver Storage Project. . The Lewer Basin helds tamed Hoover Dan
anel Lake Mead—semang California, Arizona, and Mevada, Tt also holds
other sipnificant wacer projects, but needs furcher development to utiliee
iew alloceed sharve of Calorade River warer. This additional developrosn:
15 emaential oo irg Futare.,

Why dors rhe Taower Basin neced more warer now?  Recimse the
popualztion explogion i the Lower Bazin Statcs during the past 15 vears
has boon plesomenal. The pupulation bas dewbled and  doubled
again - and tus prowth rate 13 expected to conlinne.

1k 15 why further water development 12 necded now, Lo supply
the mewns Lo bong more water to more people. Noo for convernene,
bt out of necessity.

Construction of these new water supply and delivery works will be
expensive.  Hut basic to Reclamation’s polhicy—contrary oo many other
Frideral programs—is pavhack o the TTnited States Treasury for con-
sTTetiom Coars,

Sale of watcr alene camou do i, Bl sale o power—generated by
thar weater— i the traditional coneressionally endorsed means of achiew-
ing balance.

 And that is the Fwhy™ for comaideration of Bridge Canyan Tham and
construction of BMarkle Canvon Dram as proposed (o the Congress,

These dams are cash registers. Thev will ring up sales of elecrrc
poweer produced by Colorado River water,

[s hvdraelectric power chanlese?!  Can nuelear or coal-lired cncrey
spin the generators more cheaple!  These guestons represent confoged
concepts. TTydropower 3= unique 1 that 1t is the only power svstemn
which can be starvrecl and sropped ac the flick of a seiawh, Tecan supply
power nstancy on demand. This @ Ppeaking®™ powsr—achammping at
the Wit and ready for use at these times of day when the demand 5 heavy,
Tnregratiom of Trederal hedropower and steam-generacion plans of others
haz heen the practical solutien for many vears. Ttowill contmie oo be.
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Tt has beem charged thae “these new dams would ‘fond out® the
river's canyon in Orand Canyon National Park.”  Any such charge has
oo basis in truth, Firs, onlv one of these structures Bridge Ganyon
Dam  will impinge in any way en Grand Canyen Nationa] Park. The
othersirueture — Marble Canvon Dam wonld be macoy miles beyond the
upstrean boundary of che pars. Second, the Take formed by Bridge Can-
von Dara would back enly 13 miles along the Celorado where the river is
the park boundary, At the houndary, the canyen s 2,100 Lect deep.
The lake wazer would add only 90 teet te the present viver level. At 13
miles upstream along the boundary, the added wacer depth would be zero,
The remaining 12 river-miles withon Grand Canyon National Park would
rerraain witetched,

A iloe Iakr abec: Bridge Canvon Team, deep within the fomer gorge,
would make this spectacular canyon case of access by boar for millions,
Ease ¢of acecss Tor the millions of Americans who love 1o boar, fish, and
swim, and water ski—or just lexe o the sun—in God’s countrs,  For the
miillions of Americans who would soe—far the first Lime—a new par of
their heritaese o natural beanty.

There & 2 natural order in cur uoiverse,  God creaced bath Man
and Narure.  Anc Mansorves Godo B Matore serees Man,

Man cannot improve npon Noture,  Bur—as he has since before
dawn of histery han must contine woada ol Nanare to his needs, 5,
that process of adapting must preserve-—in balaner—rhe whole matural
heritage that 1= his

The Colorade River and its basin are a great and abondant treasure
house of nararal resources and natral wonders,

Lot us hushand the one wisely. Tt ns enjoy the ather fully.

U5 GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE » WARHINGTHREN: LUED

Tar sole by the Superiatendene of Dovwnents, U5 Uoverpmen: Priotiag Ofice, Waihirgeen,
TLCL, 50408, ar the Caiel Engiaeer, Burean of Reclswation, Actention §41, Dener Federal
{encer, Degver, Cale, 802250 Teice 73 ccars,
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frem the heodwoler of
d ts Glen Conyon

Cradics —Pharngyaphsz oo feesy, wedde Jost, and bacl: cowems and pagrs 105, 11, 24
Cright), 23, and 26, Cevnissioner of Reclarmation Flepd B Damine; paees 2, 3,
P25 17, 18 Ctopd, 1% (wpt, 20 21, and 22 Ctopd, Jaseph Musnch; pages 6-7. 18
thoctoma] . 22 (Doulean], and 23, Szan Rasrensse; pages Hand 20 ot W, Lo Bushe
and page 1D oliocn ), Jeun Thatfs,

NOTE FOR PHOTCKRAPHNES —Eoth Flovd Dowioy, wonprolesional, and
Josepdy Muench, professiomal, say 1hl: aboot phutography at che Talke:

Lalee Proswrd] gave the smcsl enciling voem ra experienes of o lfetires. The plaee
15 & live with color—wilb elear, diy uir and o moasdnure of sunlight Thees ia arcat
variety for vour chalos: swesping panoramas of uomest grandear, shifting ooods of
light apd waler, wtiosate detl of seolpeed mock and, rellost oo, steiling and eoles]
solsiags for pictunes of vour fareily and triznds

Truly, Like Prwell is a shamographoes pavadiaze.
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