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Section 7. Implementation of Guidelines 
[Content of 2001 ISG Section 7, Modeling and Data Authority, is now found at Section 
7.A., as modified herein.] 

A. AOP Process 

During the Interim Period, the Secretary shall utilize the AOP process to determine 
operations under these Guidelines concerning the coordinated operations of Lake 
Powell and Lake Mead pursuant to Section 6 of these Guidelines, and the allocation of 
apportioned but unused water from Lake Mead and the determinations concerning 
whether Normal, Surplus or Shortage conditions shall apply for the delivery of water 
from Lake Mead, pursuant to Section 1 and Section 2 of these Guidelines. 

B. Consultation 

The Secretary shall consult on the implementation of these Guidelines in circumstances 
including but not limited to the following: 

1. The Secretary shall first consult with all the Basin States before making any 
substantive modification to these Guidelines. 

2. Upon a request for modification of these Guidelines, or upon a request to resolve 
any claim or controversy arising under these Guidelines or under the operations 
of Lake Powell and Lake Mead pursuant to these Guidelines or any other 
applicable provision of federal law, regulation, criteria, policy, rule, or 
guideline, or regarding application of the 1944 Treaty that has the potential to 
affect domestic management of Colorado River water, the Secretary shall invite 
the Governors of all the Basin States, or their designated representatives, and the 
Department of State and USIBWC as appropriate, to consult with the Secretary 
in an attempt to resolve such claim or controversy by mutual agreement. 

3. In the event projections included in any monthly 24-Month Study indicate Lake 
Mead elevations may approach an elevation that would trigger shortages in 
deliveries of water from Lake Mead in the United States, the Secretary shall 
consult with the Department of State, the USIBWC and the Basin States on 
whether and how the United States may reduce the quantity of water allotted to 
Mexico consistent with the 1944 Treaty.8  

                                                 
8 These Guidelines are not intended to constitute an interpretation or application of the 1944 Treaty or to 
represent current United States policy or a determination of future United States policy regarding 
deliveries to Mexico. The United States will conduct all necessary and appropriate discussions regarding 
the proposed federal action and implementation of the 1944 Treaty with Mexico through the IBWC in 
consultation with the Department of State. 
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4. Whenever Lake Mead is below elevation 1,025 feet, the Secretary shall consult 
with the Basin States annually to consider whether Colorado River hydrologic 
conditions, together with the anticipated delivery of water to the Lower Division 
states and Mexico, is likely to cause the elevation of Lake Mead to fall below 
1,000 feet.  Upon such a consideration, the Secretary shall consult with the 
Basin States to discuss further measures that may be undertaken.  The Secretary 
shall implement any additional measures consistent with applicable federal law. 

5. During the Interim Period the Secretary shall consult with the Basin States 
regarding the administration of ICS. 

6. During the Interim Period the Secretary shall consult with the Basin States 
regarding the creation of ICS through other extraordinary conservation measures 
pursuant to Section 3.A.1.h.  

7. During the Interim Period the Secretary shall consult with the Basin States 
regarding the creation of System Efficiency ICS pursuant to Section 3.A.3. 

8. The Secretary shall consult with the Basin States to evaluate actions at critical 
elevations that may avoid shortage determinations as reservoir elevations 
approach critical thresholds.  

C. Mid-Year Review 

In order to allow for better overall water management during the Interim Period, the 
Secretary may undertake a mid-year review to consider revisions to the AOP.  The 
Secretary shall initiate a mid-year review if requested by any Basin State or by the 
Upper Colorado River Commission.  In the mid-year review, the Secretary may modify 
the AOP to make a determination that a different operational tier (Section 2.A., B., or 
D., or Section 6.A., B., C., or D.) than that determined in the AOP will apply for the 
remainder of the Year or Water Year as appropriate, or that an amount of water other 
than that specified in the applicable operational tier will be released for the remainder of 
the Year or Water Year as appropriate.  The determination of modification of the AOP 
shall be based upon an evaluation of the objectives to avoid curtailment of uses in the 
Upper Basin, minimize shortages in the Lower Basin and not adversely affect the yield 
for development available in the Upper Basin.  In undertaking such a mid-year review, 
the Secretary shall utilize the April 1 final forecast of the April through July runoff, 
currently provided by the National Weather Service’s Colorado Basin River Forecast 
Center, and other relevant factors such as actual runoff conditions, actual water use, and 
water use projections.  For Lake Mead, the Secretary shall revise the determination in 
any mid-year review for the current Year only to allow for additional deliveries from 
Lake Mead pursuant to Section 2 of these Guidelines. 
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D. Operations During Interim Period 

These Guidelines implement the LROC and may be reviewed concurrently with the 
LROC five-year review.  The Secretary will base annual determinations regarding the 
operations of Lake Powell and Lake Mead on these Guidelines unless extraordinary 
circumstances arise.  Such circumstances could include operations that are prudent or 
necessary for safety of dams, public health and safety, other emergency situations, or 
other unanticipated or unforeseen activities arising from actual operating experience. 

Beginning no later than December 31, 2020, the Secretary shall initiate a formal review 
for purposes of evaluating the effectiveness of these Guidelines.  The Secretary shall 
consult with the Basin States in initiating this review. 

Procedures will be established for implementation of ICS and DSS by Reclamation’s 
Lower Colorado Regional Director.




