Pine Valley Water Supply
project public scoping
meeting draws few attendees
Officials from the Bureau of Land Management's Cedar City
Field Office responded Wednesday evening to
questions from members of the public concerned about the
potential environmental impacts of the proposed Pine Valley
Water Supply project.
The Central Iron County Water Conservancy District's Pine
Valley Water Supply project would bring up to 15,000 acrefeet of water from Beaver County's Pine Valley and Wah
Wah mountains area to Cedar Valley as early as 2029. The
CICWCD has determined that this water would be
necessary to supplement and diversify supply to Central
Iron County's rapidly growing population.
More:Cedar Valley moves ahead with $260M Pine Valley
water pipeline as comment period opens
It's a major project that district engineer Curtis Nielson has
estimated will cost $260 million in state and federal grants
and taxpayer dollars. The proposal includes the installation
of 15 groundwater production wells, 8 groundwater
monitoring wells, 12 miles of powerline, 9 miles of access

roads, a 200-acre solar field, an underground storage tank
and 66 miles of buried water pipeline.
In a community of nearly 50,000 people, however, the
virtual meeting was attended by only 34 members of the
public.
In total, the group posed 35 questions to the BLM's team of
representatives: Field Manager Paul Briggs, Assistant Field
Manager Dan Fletcher and Realty Specialist Michelle
Campeau.

Many of the questions — which are not technically

considered formal public comments as part of the scoping
effort unless also submitted through the public comment
process — centered around how the drawdown of
groundwater in this area of Beaver county might affect
surrounding wildlife and other water interests.
For example, one person asked "Will the wells be shut down
if the springs dry up?" and another person asked, "How will
you monitor impacts to native springs and what will happen
if there is negative impacts to those springs that supply
much-needed water to native wildlife, domestic livestock
and wild horses?"

Fletcher replied that "At this time safe yield is unknown. And
we're not going to be able to quantify that until the aquifer is
stressed. So, what that means is that there
were uncertainties regarding the geological model. If the
aquifer is stressed or there is a decline in the springs, the
state would require implementation of a groundwater
management plan if the safe yield has been exceeded. Right
now, according to the data we are getting, the groundwater
is stable."
Briggs said he expects most of the habitat disturbance to
be "temporary and short term during construction." The
draft Environmental Impact Statement will address options
for habitat restoration to attempt to achieve "no net loss of
habitat" for the greater sage grouse and the threatened
Utah prairie dog.

Right now, the project has obtained the water rights to pipe
the 15,000 acre-feet of water to Cedar Valley annually but
does not yet have the Right-of-Way to begin construction in
Beaver and Iron counties. In accordance with the Federal
Land Policy and Management Act of 1976, the BLM must
now review possible impacts before granting this ROW
permit.
"The Right-of-Way would authorize Central Iron County
Water Conservancy District to construct, operate, maintain
and terminate a water pipeline and associated facilities
located on federal and non-federal lands," said Briggs.

Residents also asked about recent rule changes by the
Trump administration to the National Environmental Policy
Act of 1969 that limit the requirements for involvement by
the public in land management projects.
In response to a question about how these alterations to
NEPA would affect the current process, Briggs replied: "I'm
not exactly sure at this time, we're still waiting to get further
guidance out of our headquarters office or state office on
how exactly that's going to work."
The NEPA rule changes have been widely criticized as being
confusing and are currently being challenged by multiple
lawsuits. Susan Jane Brown, staff attorney with the Western
Environmental Law Center, said that it is likely, though, that
a decision on how to enforce NEPA will be delayed until
after the November presidential election.
More:Lawsuit to uphold environmental law has implications
for three major local projects
For now, the BLM is still accepting public comments on the
Pine Valley Water Supply project in accordance with the old
NEPA process. During the virtual public meeting
Wednesday, Campeau said that the agency would extend
the public comment period another two weeks past the date
of the meeting. You can now submit a comment or question
related to the PVWS project until Wednesday, August 19,

2020.
To submit a formal comment,
visit https://eplanning.blm.gov/eplanning-ui/project/
1503915/510, send an email to pvwsproject@gmail.com or
mail your comment to the Bureau of Land Management,
Attn: PVWS at 176 DL Sargent Drive, Cedar City, Utah
84721.
Campeau stated that a recording of Wednesday night's
meeting would also be posted at the above link for anyone
who wants more information on the project but was unable
to attend the scheduled session.
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