
 

TOWN OF CASTLE VALLEY 

GENERAL PLAN 
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INTRODUCTION 

Castle Valley was initially a large ranch which was originally subdivided into minimum 
five-acre lots, platted, and recorded on May 11, 1973. The Town of Castle Valley was 
officially incorporated on July 26, 1985.  

See Appendix I for the Castle Valley Town Map, Appendix II for the map of Geologic 
Hazards, and Appendix III for the map of the Castle Valley Watershed. 

A mail survey conducted in the spring of 2007 of current full-time residents, current part-
time residents and non-resident property owners indicates that people value Castle Valley 
for its beauty, peace, sense of open space, and privacy. The unique natural setting is a 
primary factor in the quality of life in the Town.  Enjoyment of the natural surroundings 
is inherent to the character of the Town.  

The 2000 US Census stated that the population of the Town of Castle Valley was 349.  
Castle Valley currently has 441 privately owned lots, with 219 dwellings existing, as of 
June 2007, with a possibility of 200 or more additional dwellings that could be built in 
the future in the existing subdivision.  Water is provided through individual water supply 
systems and waste is managed by individual waste water disposal systems. 

The 2007 survey revealed that residents and property-owners wish very strongly to 
preserve the values cited above (viewshed, sense of open space, peace and quiet, and 
privacy) as more people build houses in the current residential area. The Town must 
develop a Plan that accommodates this build out while protecting, to the maximum 
degree possible, these values. The Town must also be vigilant that any development of 
the un-platted lands within its borders also reflects the maintenance of these values. 

The survey also suggests that the Town should address as highest priorities the issues of 
road maintenance, storm drainage and the protection of Castle Valley’s water resources. 

The Castle Valley General Plan is an official statement of goals and policies for the 
future physical development of the Town. One of the most important objectives of the 
Plan is that it attempts to inject long-range consideration into the determination of short-
range actions. Day-to-day public and private decisions that guide and create change must 
be deliberately made with a long-range outlook.  
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Long range planning using a General Plan will help us to:  

• set Town-wide goals that reflect the desires of residents and property owners.  

• anticipate and prepare for the future.  

• establish sound policies for land use.  

• assure the wisest use of limited public funds.  

• promote the health, safety and welfare of all residents.  

• formulate appropriate land use ordinances.  

PLAN IMPLEMENTATION  

In order to insure that the General Plan reflects the changing needs of residents and land 
owners, it shall be the policy of the Castle Valley Planning and Land Use Commission 
and Town Council that:  

1. The Castle Valley General Plan will be implemented by a zoning ordinance, a capital 
improvements program, a subdivision ordinance or other ordinances, regulations, studies, 
or programs as deemed appropriate by the Town Council, including recommendations by 
the Planning and Land Use Commission.  

2. All ordinance changes, re-zonings, or improvement programs shall be in compliance 
with the expressed policies contained in the Castle Valley General Plan, Utah State Code, 
and be subject to public hearings.  

3. The Castle Valley General Plan shall receive a comprehensive review at least once 
every five years to assure that its policies, programs, and future goals are consistent in 
reflecting the goals and needs of the Town residents.  

4. Requests for General Plan amendment and review may be made by the general public 
in March and September of each calendar year. The burden of establishing that any 
amendment of the General Plan is in the best interest of the Town shall rest on the 
applicant, who must demonstrate that the change will promote the general welfare of the 
Town and will not result in a decrease in the quality of life in Castle Valley.  

The Castle Valley General Plan is divided as follows:  

1) Land Use  

2) Housing  

3) Transportation  
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4) Water 

5) Fire Protection 

6) Environmental Concerns  

7) Town Government 

LAND USE  

GOAL: To remain a peaceful, quiet rural residential/ agricultural community 
characterized by a sense of open space and the ability to enjoy landscape and sky.  

POLICIES:  

1. All lots will remain 5 acres or more including easements, with no more than one 
dwelling permitted on each lot. No future subdivided lot shall be permitted to be 
developed at an average density greater than one single-family dwelling per 15 acres, net 
area.  

2. The Town will clarify and strengthen its ordinances and enforcement regarding second 
dwellings. 

3. No land within the Town will be zoned for any commercial or industrial purpose.  

4.  The Town will update, simplify and improve its ordinances regarding home-based 
businesses and other activities conducted on occupied lots in order to assure low impact 
(e.g., noise, traffic, junk) and non-endangerment of others (e.g., fire, water pollution) 
while not discouraging the freedom to engage in such activities.  

5.  The Town will define low-impact agricultural practices and provide information to 
citizens about their use. 

6. Future land use applications, hearings, and appeals procedures shall conform in all 
respects to the requirements of Utah State Code.  

7. Open space shall be preserved to insure the rural residential nature of Castle Valley 
Town, especially along the green belt and un-platted area within the Town boundaries.  

8. Consistent with the Subdivision Ordinance (2004-3), approval of any development in 
the currently un-subdivided lands in Castle Valley shall be based on assessment of their 
suitability for residential development, impact on wildlife, water conservation and 
watershed protection, etc., in order to insure appropriate settlement patterns in the Town.  

9.  The Town will improve coordination and consultation with the private land owners 
and with the various agencies and entities that have authority over adjacent lands in order 
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to encourage land use practices that are compatible with the Town's approach to land use 
and interest in water availability and water quality.  

10. The Town will explore or discuss options, as needed, regarding undeveloped lands in 
the Valley  (i.e., conservation easements, purchase or annexation) in order to exert greater 
influence over lands that could impact the quality of life in Castle Valley.  

10. Ordinances regarding land use will be enforced.  

HOUSING  

GOAL: To manage the expected growth in the number of houses and other structures in a 
way that 1) guards the health, safety and welfare of residents; 2) preserves the values of 
viewshed, privacy, quiet and a sense of open space; and, 3) as much as possible, 
preserves a community characterized by a wide diversity of housing types.  

POLICIES:  

1. The Town will explore ordinance(s) to limit the impact of new dwellings and 
unattached structures on viewsheds, privacy, and sense of open space.  This could include 
setbacks, structure heights and total size restrictions. 

2. Dwellings which have been determined by the Grand County Building Inspector to 
endanger the public health, safety, or welfare, will be “red -tagged” for demolition.  

3. The Town will improve and enforce its policies prohibiting any actions by residents 
that alter natural drainages and/or increase the potential for storm erosion. 

4. The Town will encourage, through education materials, water, energy and resource 
conserving technologies and practices such as passive solar orientation and glazing in 
existing and future development. 

5. Castle Valley has determined that we are exempt from the requirement to have an 
affordable housing plan as per Utah State Code, as we are a small community.  If, 
however, low-income residents and property-owners become strained by rising property 
taxes due to increasing real estate values, the Town will explore programs and action 
steps to ease those financial pressures. 

TRANSPORTATION  

GOAL: To improve and actively maintain our road and storm drainage infrastructure.  

 

POLICIES:  
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1. The Town will have an active Roads Committee to define, prioritize and implement 
projects, based on annual budgets, to: 1) make road improvements; and 2) identify and 
address areas of potential storm flood erosion which may threaten or damage Castle 
Valley roads.  

2. The Town will assure through a well-equipped and well-staffed Road Department that 
roads, culverts, bar ditches, etc. are properly maintained.  

3. The Town will work with Grand County for the ongoing maintenance of Castle Valley 
Drive.  

4. The existing restricted emergency access on Shafer Lane will be maintained, and we 
will explore the possibility of designating a second emergency access route.  

5. Future road easement encroachments shall not be permitted.  

WATER  

GOAL:  To maintain or enhance water quality and quantity in the Castle Valley 
watershed by improving our knowledge, developing policies, and taking action as 
needed.  (See Appendix III for map of the Castle Valley Watershed) 

POLICIES: 

1.  The Town will gather existing data and collect new data in order to develop baseline 
measures for water quality and quantity (e.g., watershed budget) and will implement 
ongoing systematic monitoring processes. 

2.  As needed, the Town will implement programs of education and incentives to address 
pollution hazards and prudent use of water. 

3.  The Town will develop a new Watershed Protection Plan and implement/enforce the 
Existing Watershed Protection Ordinance (96-1).  

4.  The Town will actively participate in County, State and Federal land use planning 
processes to insure that any proposed developments/activities in our watershed are 
thoroughly reviewed by the Town to meet our watershed protection goals. 

5.  The Town will use the EPA designation of a sole source aquifer to maximum 
advantage in protecting our watershed. 

6.  The Town will track/review water applications within the watershed and reserve the 
right to protest as per State law on applications deemed to jeopardize the quantity and 
quality of our water. 
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7.  The Town will encourage enforcement of County, State and Federal regulations and 
policies that protect our water quality and quantity throughout the watershed. 

8.  Within Town boundaries, the Town will develop regulations, as needed, to protect and 
maintain our water quality and quantity. 

9.  The Town will seek to hold and protect water rights to be available for distribution to 
residents. 

10. The Town will continue to implement policies to support the viability of individual 
water supply systems and state-approved individual waste disposal systems. 

FIRE PROTECTION 

GOAL To improve fire prevention and to take steps that will help assure that fire-fighting 
can be effective. 

POLICIES: 

1. The Town will improve and maintain good relations with Castle Valley Fire Protection 
District and support, where practical, the Firewise Program. 

2.  The Town will assist the Fire Protection District in efforts to communicate 
information to citizens regarding fire protection actions they can take. 

3. The Town will implement, where practical, Town-financed actions regarding roads, 
mowing, etc. that would reduce fire hazards and/or improve fire-fighting. 

ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS  

GOAL: To protect and enhance the local environment and, where possible, respond to 
national and global environmental issues.  

POLICIES:  

1. Through well-informed policies and practices, the Town will protect the quantity and 
quality of water in the watershed (see Water section).  

2. All household solid waste will be removed to a legal transfer station by a certified 
private waste carrier or by the homeowner in a timely manner.  

3. As needed, the Town will implement programs of education and/or incentives for the 
management/disposal of toxic and hazardous materials consistent with County, State and 
Federal regulations.  
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4. The Town will strive to control and eradicate noxious weeds in our Valley through 
direct action and education of our residents.  

5. The Town will explore environmentally responsible options for reducing dust from 
roads. 

6. To protect the rural character and dark skies of Castle Valley, the outdoor lighting 
ordinance will be enforced.  

7. The Town will seek through our Complaint Resolution Process and Nuisance 
Ordinance to help solve noise pollution issues that disturb the peace and quiet of 
neighbors.  

8. The adopted Firearm Discharge Ordinance will be enforced to protect the health and 
safety of the residents.  

9. The adopted Animal Control Ordinance will be enforced. The Town will also consider 
ordinances that limit the number of animals which can be kept on 5 acres of land. 

10. To help protect the diversity and health of local wildlife, the Fencing Ordinance will 
be improved and enforced.  

11. The Town government will be conservative in its use of electricity and fossil fuels. 

12. The Town will promote policies and practices that protect the viewshed.  

TOWN GOVERNMENT 

GOAL:  To ensure a Town government that implements this Plan in a manner that is 
effective, efficient, open and fair  

POLICIES: 

1. The Town will continue to improve its administrative processes and will assure 
adequate training of Town officials and employees. 

2. The Town will improve information available to the public by implementing and 
maintaining a well-designed website. 

3. The Town will endeavor to simplify its ordinances and provide residents and property 
owners ways to understand those ordinances easily. 

4. The Town will continue to improve its enforcement capabilities and its use of the 
Complaint Resolution Process. 
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