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CoMMUNITY CoMMENTS 
by Sam Taylor 

The Utah Division of Water Rights should waste 
no time in transferring existing water rights owned 
by the Grand Water and Sewer Service Agency 
Board to a site for a new storage tank on the flanks 
of Johnson's Up-On-Top. 

The decision has been delayed far too long, 
due to protests by nine valley residents, includ
ing the City of Moab. 

Moab City's concern is valid. It needs to pro
tect its existing water sources, and has retained 
an engineering firm to study protection issues. The 
latest concern has delayed the transfer decision, 
and surrounds a request that a new monitoring 
well be drilled between the City's water wells near 
the Moab golf course and the Water Districfs new 
wells a mile and a half away to see what the im
pact might be on the level of the aquifer. That's all 
w.ell and good, but t,mless those 11ew wells are 
being pumped, how can an impact be measured? 

The Spanish Valley District is now on danger
ous ground. It cannot provide water of sufficient 
pressure for fire protection in the upper part of 
the valley. It may have to place a moratorium on 
more water hookups up-valley come spring if the 
issue is not resolved: It operates with only one 
storage tank, while the CitY of Moab has three. 

That one tank is twenty years old. Should some 
problem occur there, the residents of all of Span
ish Valley might be left' dry. Tanks don't last for
ever. They must be maintained. At the present 
time, the District couldn't even drain, clean, in
spect and repaint the tank without cutting service 
to its customers. That impact could be disastrous 
to a whole lot of valley residents who thought cre
ation of a culinary water system in the valley would 
end their water woes forever. 

The District must be allowed to build its new, 
higher elevation tank, filled with water from wells 
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it has drilled in the past couple of years, but to d\ 
so, it needs to be allowed to transfer water right! 
it already owns from other sources. 

As stated, the City of Moab's concerns are valid 
' If the new wells, when in operation, do impact the 
City's water sources, those concerns will have to 
be mitigated. But unless they are in operation, 
there is. no way to know what that impact might 
be. 

Most of the concerns voiced from protesters 
are simply "no growth" concerns. Let's be honest 
about it. It reminds me of an old comment I heard 
years ago. "I'm going to become an environmen
talist just as soon as I finish my summer cabin.• 
One of the most vocal critics of water system ex
pansion who attends almost every meeting of the 
District board, happens to live on an estate near 

· }~e. Moa? golf course, where he irrigates his fields, 
not for livestock, but for the benefit of wildlife In 
theP~uea. He even has a big duck pond. I don't I 
know whether the water for the fields or pond 
come from springs, wells, or from the Spanish 
Valley system. It doesn't matter much.lt's all com
ing from the aquifer. Down on our mini-farm, we 
don't irrigate much any more, except for the lawn. 
That doesn't seem to bother the herds of deer 
which still seem to get plenty of fun from our now
fallow fields. 

Let's get on with it. We could no more stop 
growth in Spanish Valley by keeping it dry, as we 
could stop iQcreasing tourism by lying down in 
the road at Crescent Junction to stop the flow of 
traffic. 

Drill the new monitoring well. Transfer those 
water rights. Build that new higher elevation tank. 
The continued wrangling is not going to address 
real problems which could cave in on us at any 
time. 


