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PREFACE

This is the fourth (and last) volume devoted to a detailed study of the
historical sites in the Lake Powell (Glen Canyon) Reservoir area and environs.
The first two (Crampton, 1960, 1962) described representative sites from
Lees Ferry to the mouth of Hansen Creek, 130 mi. upstream from Lees Ferry.
This one reports historical sites in Cataract Canyon, Narrow Canyon, and from
the head of Glen Canyon at the mouth of the Dirty Devil River down to California
Bar opposite the mouth of Hansen Creek. The third report in the series, in
press as this is being written, reports historical sites in the canyon of the San
Juan River from its mouth to the mouth of Chinle Creek, 132 mi. upstream.

Since the first two reports have been published some additional material
has been obtained bearing upon sites already described and some new sites in
areas covered by those reports have been discovered. These data are included

as an addendum to this report.

The methods employed have been those used in the preparation of the
first three reports. The primary objective of the study has been to learn what
historical areas and remains will be inundated by the waters of Lake Powell,

and to make a record of them (see Crampton, 1960, v-vii). All known sites
have been reported, but the list is doubtlessly incomplete. However, it is be-
lieved that the sampling has been broad enough to permit reconstruction of the

history of the reservoir area without serious distortion.

With exception of those in the upper part of Cataract Canyon, the histori-
cal sites here are all within the reservoir area. The sites are described in
the text approximately as they appear in downstream order. Numbers have
been applied to historical sites consecutively as they have been located in the
field. A single series of numbers has been used for all of the historical sites
described in the Lake Powell Reservoir area and its immediate environs. His-
torical sites are indexed by number and name in the table of historical sites.
A series of atlas sheets in the rear of the volume locates precisely all histori-

cal sites,
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CATARACT CANYON

Historically Cataract Canyon is interesting primarily as a connecting
link for river travelers between the Green and the Colorado rivers, which
come together at its head, and the placid and quiet waters of Narrow and Glen
canyons below. But this was not an easy connection. Through Cataract the
Colorado flows through a narrow canyon for 41 mi. Some of the wildest and
roughest white water in the entire river system is found here. The river
drops 425 ft.--over 10 ft. to the mile--and there are over 40 rapids, or more
than one to the mile. Cataract is the deepest canyon on the Colorado in Utah.
[t is about 1300 ft. deep at its head and over 2000 ft. near its mouth. The
canyon walls are steep but few of the precipitous cliff walls so characteristic
of Glen Canyon are seen. Rather the slopes are irregular and are composed
of many ledges, giving a ragged and rough appearance to the canyon. Only a
few short tributaries come in on the right side but on the left there are a num-
ber of profound, lateral canyons whose watercourses head on the lofty slopes
of Elk Ridge.

Because of the numbers of men lost in its rapids Cataract Canyon has
been called the ''graveyard of the Colorado. " Not only are the waters hazard-
ous, but survivors from a boat wrecked in most places would find it extremely
difficult to climb out of the canyon. On the other hand it is possible to walk
along the bank of the river on both sides nearly everywhere throughout the en-
tire length of the canyon.

There has been considerable prospecting for minerals in Cataract Can-
yon but practically no evidence of actual mining was found. The principal in-
dustry in this spectacular gorge was the grazing of livestock in the valleys of
some of the main tributaries and on the neighboring uplands. A related busi-
ness enterprise was the running of rustled cattle across Cataract, or in the
country adjacent to it. There is more than a hint that the fur men roaming the
Rocky Mountain country in the 1830's penetrated as far as the deep canyon of
the Colorado in Utah. A few additional interests, including occupation by pre-
historic man, were developed in Cataract and these will be touched upon in the
site descriptions below.

The result of inaccessibility by land and hazardous waters has been that
‘€Wer men have seen Cataract Canyon than have seen Narrow, Glen, and San
Juan canyons, which, by comparison, were easily reached. Further, the other

Canyons contained more resources attractive to adventurers.
\



Historical site 249: Confluence of the Colorado and Green rivers

The Colorado receives the waters of the Green River (Fig. 1) 216.6 =
river miles above Lees Ferry in a region that until only recently has been re-
mote and inaccessible except by boat. John Wesley Powell and his companiong
in 1869 were the first explorers of definite record to reach the confluence of
the two rivers. George Y. Bradley in his important journal of the first Powel)!

\voyage recorded that the explorers spent the days of July 16-19 camped in the |

"Y' between the two rivers; J. C. Sumner's diary of the trip is briefer at this |  fluence
point. Both have been edited by William Culp Darrah (1947). Bradley records Canyon
that on July 20 he and Powell climbed out of the canyon on the east side and
obtained views of '"curiously shaped spires and domes'' all about them, a pic-
ture of ''wild desolation.' They apparently reached a point high enough to see
the multitude of eroded forms in the Needles country east and south of the con-: neaded
fluence. '"'Wherever we look, ' said J. W. Powell in his account (1875, 58-09),

"there is but a wilderness of rocks; deep gorges, where the rivers are lost

below cliffs and towers and pinnacles; and ten thousand strangely carved forms ? juncuo
in every direction; and beyond them, mountains blending with the clouds.' The rough®
distant mountains were the towering peaks of the La Sal group astride the Utah-: Bottoxt
Colorado line near Moab. in the «
banks
On his second expedition through the canyons of the Colorado Powell
again stopped at the junction of the two rivers for several days--September o
15-20, 1871. Nearly all of the men on the second expedition kept diaries, and tion '/
from this ample documentation we have a complete record of activities at the ' by Rot
confluence and on through the canyons to Lees Ferry. Dellenbaugh (1926), road (
Thompson (Gregory, 1939), F. M. Bishop (Kelly, 1947), S. V. Jones . Browr
(Gregory, 1948-49), John F. Steward (Darrah, 1948-1949), W. C. Powell seabol
(Kelly, 1948-1949), and Beaman (1874) kept diaries during thei. 1871 voyage . had al
and during later land explorations. John W. Powell's published version of the make
1869 trip (1875) actually includes some data obtained on the 1871 trip, but no-
where does he acknowledge this, and his composite account has to be used
with caution. J, W. Powell wrote practically nothing on the 1871 voyage , the ne
through the canyons, but this lack, for which he has been criticized, has been ! surV.E
made up by the numerous diaries of his men, most of which, however, have f carrl'
not been published until recent times. Dellenbaugh's book (1926 - first edition elTShl
in 1908) was the first substantial account in print of the 1871 Powell voyage on Rive:
the Colorado. Of' the
‘ Hite.
During the days spent at the confluence in mid-September 1871, Powell railr
and several of the men climbed out on both sides of the river. On September surv:
16, and again on the 17th, some of the party rowed up the Green about a mile, ; ably
and by way of a short steep canyon on the right bank, they climbed up over
1200 ft. to top out in the picturesque country that Powell called '"The Land of
Standing Rocks'' (see Historical site 251). ‘;J;e;
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On September 18 Powell and S. V. Jones climbed out of the canyon on
the east side by way of a steep gulch. Once on top they were on the edge of
the Needles country, which Powell had visited two years before. They walked
for some miles in a canyon (probably Red Lake Canyon--see U.S.G.S., The
Needles Quandrangle, 1953) in which they saw signs of recent use by Indians,
probably Utes, and found a trail leading out of the canyon to the east. They
discovered that the canyon emptied into the Colorado 4 or 5 mi. below the con-
fluence, which probably means that they were referring to Lower Red Lake
Canyon (seeJones's diary [ Gregory, 1948-1949, 18-85]; Dellenbaugh, 1926,
117). (See Spanish Bottom: Historical site 250.)

1871, and

The Powell expedition left the confluence on September 19,
headed into Cataract Canyon, a name Powell had applied in 1869.

Doubtlessly, nearly all subsequent river voyagers have paused at the
junction of the two rivers to consider their chances of making it through the
rough water of Cataract below, for once past the first rapid, just below Spanish
Bottom, there is no turning back--at least in boats. (This was certainly true
in the days before gasoline-powered craft. [t is possible to walk along the
banks of the Colorado River in Cataract Canyon for long distances.)

On a boulder in the "Y' between the rivers the Kolbs found an inscrip-
tion "A81 {50, Sta. D.C.C. & P.R.R., " a record of the survey made in 1889
by Robert Brewster Stanton for the Denver, Colorado Canyon and Pacific Rail-
road (Kolb, 1914, 126). This company was organized in Denver by Frank M.
Brown, who planned to construct a railroad line from Grand Junction to the
Seaboard through the canyons of the Colorado River. Robert B. Stanton, who
had already made a name for himself as an engineer, was hired by Brown to
make the survey and to determine the feasibility of the route.

This imaginative scheme attracted wide public attention at the time as
the nation watched the progress of the Stanton survey. The first part of the
Survey, from Grand Junction in Colorado to the mouth of the Green River, was
carried out by Frank C. Kendrick. The main surveying party, under the lead-
ership of Brown and consisting of 16 men riding in five boats, left from Green
River, Utah in May 1889. They tied in with the Kendrick survey at the mouth
of the Green and with great difficulty carried it on through Cataract Canyon to
Hite. The field notes kept by Stanton (1889-1890) during the course of the
railroad survey reveal that on May 30, 1889, Stanton tied in with Kendrick's
Survey, station 8489+50, at the junction of the rivers. The numbers had prob-
ably weathered somewhat by the time the Kolbs saw them.

\

On their way through Cataract Canyon the Stanton survey party lost
utensils, supplies and two boats--and more bad luck followed. At Hite the
Party was divided. Brown and Stanton hurried on while W. H. Bush moved



along slowly making the actual survey ‘through Glen Canyon. The advance
party reached Lees Ferry early in July, where they stopped briefly for sup-
plies. Going on they met disaster in Marble Canyon where Frank M. Brown
and two other members of the party were drowned in two separate accidents,
Undaunted, Robert B. Stanton before the year was out returned with another
party of 12 men and three boats to continue the survey. The boats were -
'.‘ freighted by wagon from Green River to Hite. Stanton picked up the survey in {
the lower part of Glen Canyon and then carried it entirely through Marble andg
Grand canyons to the Gulf of California. The job was completed in April 1890

Although there was considerable skepticism shown toward the fantastic L
idea of a railroad through the canyons of the Colorado, Stanton was convinced |
that the road was not impossible, and he argued the point in a paper read be-
fore the American Society of Civil Engineers (1892). But capital was not found.
to back the project and no construction was ever undertaken. The making of
the survey was a grand adventure. The Stanton party was the second after
Powell to make the run through the complete line of canyons below Green River!
Utah. (See Smith, 1960, and Crampton, 1959, 19-20, for details of the Stantop,
venture. The original Stanton field notes of the railroad survey are being ed- -
ited by Smith and Crampton and will be published in 18965 by the A. H. Clark
Company of Glendale, California.) One important fruit of the railroad survey
was that Stanton became interested in Glen Canyon gold and was the guiding
hand in the gold dredging enterprise of the Hoskaninni Company, another dar-
ing venture that also failed (see Crampton and Smith, 1961).

Historical site 250: Spanish Bottom

Three-and-a-half miles below the confluence of the Green and Colorado
rivers on the right side is a nearly flat bottom land about 120 acres in extent,
the largest area of level land within Cataract Canyon. In his geological study
of the Green River desert-Cataract Canyon region, A. A. Baker (1946, 27, and
map) designates this as Spanish Bottom and the trail leading to the rim from
the southern corner of the flat as Spanish Trail. Baker does not give the origin
of these names but they were in common usage in the 1930's when the field
work for his paper was undertaken. In 1964 Hazel Ekker (personal communica-
tion, May 27, 1964) of Green River stated that Spanish Bottom was in use by
cattlemen and others before 1900. The late Bert J. Silliman of Green River
carried on considerable research on the trails used by Spaniards in crossing
southeastern Utah. Some of his papers (ca. 1951-1957) are in the collections
of the Utah State Historical Society. Much of the known factual information

about Spanish and Mexican routes across southeastern Utah has been published
by the Hafens (1954).
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Travel across southeastern Utah from 1776, when the Dominguez -
Escalante expedition passed through the southern part of the region (Bolton,
1850), to 1848, whenthe entire region was transferred to the United States by
treaty with Mexico, was limited to two main routes. The most traveled route
entered the present bounds of Utah east of Monticello and passed between the
Abajo Mountains and the La Sal Mountains, crossing the Colorado at Moab. It
then paralleled the present highway to the present town of Green River, where
there was a ford. The trail then cut across the northern extremity of the San
Rafael Swell to reach Castle Valley near Castle Dale. Turning south through
Castle Valley it left the Colorado River basin through Salina Canyon. A variant
of the trail went south of Salina Canyon, paralleling Utah State Route 72, to
reach the Great Basin by way of the Awapa Plateau. This is the route de-
scribed by Hill (1921, 1930) and by the Hafens (1954) as the Old Spanish Trail,
though it was used very little during the Spanish Period, which ended in 1821.
The time of greatest use was during the Mexican era, 1821-1848, when it was
traveled by traders from New Mexico who extended their operations as far as
southern California. The practicability of this route is indicated by the fact
that it is paralleled today by paved highways throughout most of this distance.

A second--and far less popular--route paralleled the Dominguez- -
Escalante trail across the extreme southern part of Utah, and the Arizona Strip;
it crossed the Colorado River at the Crossing of the Fathers. The documented
use of this route after 1776 is exceedingly small, though the Hafens (1954) have
published the diary of Antonio Armijo who traversed it in 1829-1830, perhaps
the first to do so after Dominguez and Escalante. Crampton (1960, 1-20) has
an extended discussion of the use of this route from the time of its discovery

until the opening of Lees Ferry in 1873.

That there were other routes in common use across the canyon country
between Moab on the Colorado and Green River on the Green and Lees Ferry
seems to me to be urﬂikely. Beyond avoiding hostile Indians there was no par-
ticular reason during the period 1776-1848 for travelers to seek out difficult
routes when easy ones were available. A popular postulation occasionally
heard in southeastern Utah is that a Spanish trail crossed the Colorado River
2t the head of Cataract Canyon at Spanish Bottom. To reach that locality from
the east it would be necessary to traverse the Needles country, and on the west
-t would be necessary to ascend, in a series of high steps, the Lands End
Plateau in the Robbers Roost country or to cross over the Dirty Devil River by
way of Hatch Canyon and Poison Spring Canyon to the Henry Mountains. [ am
Unaware, however, of any evidence documenting the use of such a long and dif-
ficult route during the Spanish or Mexican periods. .

That the area has been used in more recent times is clear. On the
South side of Spanish Bottom about 200 yds. from the Colorado is the foot of a
trail that wriggles up 1000 ft. over a very steep slope before it tops out in a



forest of pinnacles in the Land of Standing Rocks (see Historical site 251).

From the head of the trail there is a fine view of Spanish Bottom, the Coloradg
River, and Red Lake Canyon on the opposite side of the river (Fig. 2). The
trail, though used infrequently, is plainly visible and easily followed. Here §
and there a few built-up portions are to be seen. About 150 ft. from the top y §
a steep, sharp bend there are 10 steps made of horizontally placed sandstone
slabs (Fig. 3) and at another place a short distance above this there are four

'\ or five smaller slab steps. These steps would make it possible to drive live-
stock from the rim to the grassy flat of Spanish Bottom.

On the vertical surface of a ledge just above the first series of slab

steps there are a number of names inscribed and dated as early as 1904. They
were transcribed as follows:

E. Larson 1904

ILess Wareham F¥eb 10, 1922 v
-- Prommel May 13, 1926

Carlie Mohr

Neal Chaffin 1936 Feb 12 3
Jack Thomas Paddy Ross :
E. D. Christensen Bennie Ross
E. Tribble 11/10/07 Joe Ross Nov-10-1907 4
Jack Thomas Feb 9 1821 White 4
Joe Ross 1904 Aleson 1947 :
Jerry Page Roy Sessions 1947
A. P. Mohr Al Morton T7-28-47 ]
10-10 '07 NLLC 34 3

M. Oppenheimer 1907

The name '"Prommel' inscribed on the rocks at the head of the trail is
doubtless that of one Harold W. C. Prommel, a consulting geologist, who in :
1926 made a geological reconnaissance of the vast area from the Green River
desert south to the junction of the Dirty Devil River with the Colorado. Testi-
fying about this survey in 1829, Prommel called the trail leading to the Colorado £
River at this point the "Old Spanish Trail" (Prommel, 1929, 995).

Hazel Ekker (personal communication, May 27, 1964) reports that the
Chaffin family ran cattle in the Ernie country, above the rim of Cataract, west §
of Spanish Bottom between about 1920 and 1943 when they sold out. She be- ]
lieves that the Chaffins used Spanish Bottom in their operations. The inscribed
name of "Neal Chaffin 1936, 'and '""NLC 34’ undoubtedly reflect this association

A number of the names at the head of the trail are records of individuals
who have ventured into the area from the river. At the extreme southern tip of

the flat at Spanish Bottom, and located onthe northwest face of a big talus block
of sandstone, is the following inscription in light paint:

Ne
er

Ri
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1%(% Steamer
Major Powell May 24-93
- H Edwards
H. ¥. Howard
Gr

This is an interesting record of one of several attempts to commercial -
ize the scenery of the river canyons between Moab and Green River through
the use of power-driven--and even hand-operated--boats. The Major Powell
was indeed a ''steamer.' It was a boat about 35 ft. long with about an 8 ft.
beam. An upright boiler powered two six-horsepower- engines attached to
twin screws. W. H. Edwards, who had been with the Stanton railroad survey
in 1889 and who had also traveled through Cataract Canyon with the Best expedi-
tion in 1891, was one of the organizers of a small Denver company that planned
to develop the tourist business in the canyons through the use of power craft.
Three men--Edwards, H. F. Howard, and one Graham, those whose names
appear on the rock--brought the boat down the Green River from Wheeler's
Ranch (about 25 mi. below the town of Green River), and the inscription tells
us they arrived on March 24, 1893. Intelling of these experiences later,
Edwards (1929) recounted other trips in the Major Powell and other adventures
in the canyon country of the Colorado River.

Joseph A. Ross (undoubtedly identical with the "Joe Ross' of the in-
Scription at the head of the trail), a few years after Edwards, became inter-
ested in the potentialities of the canyon country tourist business. In 1901, for
F. H. Summeril of Denver, Ross boated down to Spanish Bottom, which he
called "Cataract Bottoms, ' and actually surveyed the entire area. It appears
that Summeril hoped to build a health resort, or sanitorium, in the locality and
dring his clientele in by riverboat. A power-driven craft, the Undine, was
Put into operation but it was no match for the fluctuating river conditions on
the Green and Colorado, and the enterprise failed. Joseph Ross later (1929)
told of these and other interesting experiences operating boats on the Green
and Colorado rivers. Otis R. Marston (1960) has compiled a list of early
Powerboat operators on the two rivers between Moab and Green River; his
article (p. 298) also contains a photograph of the steamer Major Powell. The
Moab newspaper, The Times-Independent, which began publication in 1896 as
The Grand Valley Times, contains much information on the early attempts to
develop by boat the scenic attractions of the river canyons. Ekker (1964) dis-
Cusses powerboat freighting on the Colorado in the 1920's.

\n
Across from Spanish Bottom, Red Lake Canyon, draining part of the
Needles country, empties into the Colorado River at river mile 213. It is gen-
erally believed locally that Red Lake Canyon, also known as Butler Wash, was
& route over which stock were driven, notably by rustlers, to the Colorado
River. The animals were then forded or swum across the river to Spanish



Bottom and driven up over the trail mentioned earlier and on to the Robbers
Roost country, or to the Henry Mountains. The late Louis Chaffin, living at §
Payson, Utah, in 1959, told me that there was a corral on the east bank, op- §
posite Spanish Bottom, with manure in it a foot deep. This was used, he saidli
as a rustler hideout for holding stolen cattle from either side of the river. |

\ An examination was made of the lower reaches of Red Lake Canyon and |
of the open bank along the Colorado for 3/4 mi. above the mouth of the canyon.
No sign of stock or of a stock trail was seen in Red Lake Canyon; although it is
possible that a trail may have been developed following the contour of the nu-
merous ledges on the southern side of the canyon no sign of one was seen. It
is possible to drive by jeep to within about 4 mi. of the mouth of the canyon;
and there would be little difficulty in moving stock to that point. Beyond it the

canyon drops away sharply and a trail through it would have been narrow and
difficult.

There is some documentary evidence locating a trail in Red Lake Can-
yon, or in the close vicinity. John W. Powell and 5. V. Jones, of the second
Powell expedition, from their camp at the mouth of the Green River on
September 18, 1871, climbed out to the rim of the east wall of Cataract Canyon,
They soon found a valley, probably the Red Canyon graben (see U.S5.G.S., The
Needles Quadrangle, 1953) which they followed for some miles. They saw re-
cent Indian signs and a trail leading out of the valley toward the east. At a
point 3 or 4 mi. below the junction they passed the head of a gulch leading to-
ward the Colorado. Powell said he believed horses could be taken down to the
river at that point. (See Gregory, 1948-1949, 85.)

In his log book of the survey cf Cataract Canyon by the U.S. Geological
Survey and the Southern California Edison Company, Ellsworth C. Kolb on
September 16, 1921, noted that a side canyon comes into Cataract above Rapid
#1 (about . 75 mi. below mouth of Red Lake Canyon) 'that permits of a trail over
which sheep have been brought down to the water.' He notes further that Tasher,

a rodman on the party, told him that sheep had crossed the river on ice at this
point.

There was little indication of stock or human activity along the river
bank above the mouth of Red Lake Canyon. A few campsites were noted near
large cottonwood trees but these could have been made by river travelers. No
corral was seen. At low water the Colorado can probably be forded about 1/2
mi. above the mouth of the canyon. At this point the right bank is lower than it
is at the southern end of Spanish Bottom, and access might be feasible, if diffi-
cult, at the lowest water level. The left bank of the Colorado upstream to the
junction is open and accessible, as it is for several miles downstream. It is
possible that some stock route into Cataract Canyon other than Red Lake Can-
yon exists along the left bank within this distance. Frederick S. S. Dellenbaugh
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(1926, 118) of the second Powell expedition noted that on September 19, 1871,
not far below their camp at the mouth of the Green River, they saw a beaten

b . B rail coming down a canyon on the left, showing that the Indians knew of a route
€ sal - to reach the junction of the rivers.

In addition to the above activities it appears from placer mining records
oniile in the Recorder's Office of Wayne County in Loa (Mining Record A, 2-7,
SN 27-8) and in the Recorder's Office of San Juan County in Monticello (Book A,
ugh it 1 Mining, 296-7), that there was some prospecting "above the first rapid in
Cataract Canyon' in 1892 and 1893. The locators were J. W. Menech, Lee
Valentine, D. E. and G. W. Loomis. The record shows that some of the claims
were sold to the Green River Navigation Company and others were sold to the
Inter-Mountain Mining and Improvement Company of Kansas City. One claim
®as located a short distance below the second rapid on the east side of the river
and a short distance above the ''Salt Springs." In 1901 R. C. Wheeler, F.
Chambers, and others located the "Powell Oil Placer' about 6 mi. below the
meouth of the Green River (San Juan County, Mining Claims, C, 461).

No evidence of mining was seen in the Spanish Bottom area on either side
_ of the river,

~ Historical site 251: Land of Standing Rocks

The grand forest of sandstone pinnacles and minarets surmounting both
#ims of Cataract Canyon for several miles below the mouth of the Green and
*Xlending back for some distance from the canyon, particularly on the left side,
*3s visited by John W. Powell on both the 1869 and 1871 voyages. In 1869

s  *°%ell and Bradley (Darrah, 1947, 52-53), and in 1871 Powell and Jones scaled
e Rapl i b5

=€ 2ast wall of the canyon at or near the mouth of the Green and walked for
‘f‘-#iances through what has since been called the Needles country. Powell (18753,
at Tash *2) best

[’ ©SSlowed an Indian name on it: Toom'-pin wu-near' Tu-weap' (Land of
“"*nding Rocks). Jones (Gregory, 1948-1949, 85) called it a ""Rock Forest. "

Nearly all of the 1871 party climbed the west wall of the canyon to the

1iver; (- fm?C1ed region called by Powell the Sinav-to-weap (spelled variously), a Ute
| neal = &:“"J: according to Dellenbaugh (1926, 117). The Utes, Dellenbaugh says in
rs. T earl;

- H_Aer work (1902, 279), refer to it as the Land of Standing Rocks. Powell

“ 'S men, in 1871, from their camp at the confluence reached the rim of the
hn:’.'on by rowing up the Green River about 1 mi. to a short, steep canyon com-
Mo the river on the right. They climbed this and topped out about 1300 ft}
5, :f the river where they spent two days (September 16-17) exploring amid

°Mnacles and bare turreted rocks separated by open parks. W. C. Powell

7. 1948-1949, 325-6), John F. Steward (Darrah, 1948-1949, 83-5), and
&nbaugh (1902, 116-17) have interesting descriptions of the Land of Standing
ig. 4). Beaman (1874) made a number of photographs.




On their way through the canyons of the Colorado in 1911 the Kolb broty
ers walked up to the Land of Standing Rocks following the same route as Powe) i .
party had taken in 1871. In his account of the voyage E. L. Kolb (1914, 121-3)E %

p—r

has a description to match that left by Poweli's men. He describes the " maz@": 'mile 20
of rocks, which may be the origin of the term "The Maze' for the very 1ntr1cat§ from™ th
country adjacent to and draining off to the Green River north of the Land of i com® t
Standing Rocks. ‘ | jas h&
\ . pun the
On September 20, 1871, Major Powell and Dellenbaugh, from a point § | the deb

mi. downstream from the mouth of the Green River. again climbed out to the the 1V

rim to the Land of Standing Rozks, a hike that Dellenbaugh (1926, 119-21) de-
scribes. See Carroll (1956) and Henderson (1957) for recent trips to the Needle

country and the Land of Standing Racks. 205, t

can be_

R VAR

Historical site 252; Tilted Park right !

pumbe

Centering at river mile 208.7 is a pleasant, open area in Cataract Can- for ﬂ?\

yon where two watercourses, Y Canyon and Cross Canyon, come in on the left themé
tion

and where an unnamed canyon debouches on the right. The cliffs on the right
dip rather sharply away from the river toward the west; Francis M. Bishop,
of the second Powell expedition, gave the place the appropriate name, ''Tilted
Park.'" Bishop made no entries in his diary (Kelly, 1947) but the name is re-
corded on his accurate manuscript map (Bishop, 1871) of the canyons of the
Colorado made during the expedition of 1871. Bishop's map is very valuable
in tracing the stopping places of the second Powell expedition, since he locates
every campsite and every noon stop. The expedition camped September 19 on
the left bank under a cottonwood tree.

An examination was made of the open bank on the left side of the river Bar:
at the mouth of ¥ and Cross canyons where there are a number of cottonwood ; follc
trees growing today. There was no sign of human activity in the area. Cross
Canyon heads in the Beef Basin area south of Cataract Canyon, and there is

- some possibility that it may have offered an access route into Cataract. From
the mouths of Cross and Y canyons it would probably be possible to drive stock
upstream along the left bank of the Colorado 4.3 mi. to the mouth of Red Lake

Canyon opposite Spanish Bottom. ' SO
; al
It was at this point or possibly below the rapids entering at mile 207 ie(
that the Kolbs in 1911 caught up with a lone trapper named Smith negotiating ‘
Cataract Canyon in a rowboat (Kolb, 1914, 132-7, and photograph). ;
ir
m
. ey
ir

-10-



Historical site 253: Mile-long Rapids

This is actually a series of continuous rapids in the Cataract between
mile 205 and 204 where the Colorado drops about 30 ft. To reach this point
from the head of Cataract Canyon the river voyager has traveled 12 mi. and
come through as many rapids, most of them relatively short. Mile-long Rap-
ids has - presented a formidable challenge to river runners and not all have
run the rapids successfully. The first rapid:in the series begins where
the debris from Range Canyon, emptying into Cataract on the right, has dammed
the river and deflected the channel toward the left bank.

4 121-3) g

Y il’ltricateé
.nd of 4

1 point 8 I
tto the =
-21) de- iE
he Need]es On the ledges just above the mouth of Range Canyon, and opposite mile

‘& 205, there are a few inscriptions, most of them illegible. The letters D.E.
can be deciphered, and nearby is what appears to be the date 4-11-91. About
1/4 mi. below the mouth of Range Canyon, where the channel is close to the
right bank and where there are some large rocks in the rapids, there are a
number of names inscribed. Probably everyone who has run through Cataract
for the first time has stopped to investigate these rapids before attempting
them; some have left their signatures at this point--mile 204.7. An examina-
tion of the area revealed the following names:

Col. Gran. ¢ Canyon Mg Imp. ' co.

July 22, 1891 [Figure of a boat labeled] No. 1 Wrecked. (Fig. 5).
G. M Wright Sept. 16 1892

Jacobs -

F. G. Faatz Aug 27 189-[18927?]

NE 40

White 4 Olsen 1947

Barry Goldwater (1940, 17) reports some of these names together with the
following which I did not see:

Camp No. 7 Hell to pay, No. 1 1is sunk and down
Js. Best

Most of these inscriptions were left by members of an expedition spon-
Sored by the Colorado, Grand Canyon Mining & Improvement Company, or-
8anized in Denver, probably in 1891, for the purpose of exploring and pros-
Pecting in the canyons of the Colorado, including the Grand Canyon.

J. D. Best was in charge of the expedition which consisted of eight mer‘l_
traveling in two boats. The party left Green River, Utah, and during the sum-
Mer of 1891 traveled through the canyons to Lees Ferry where the river trip
€nded. A number of the men had had prior experience in the canyons; some of
them had been with Stanton on the railroad survey.

-11-
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At Mile-long Rapids the number 1 boat was pinned to a large rock (s
photograph in Marston, 1960, 290) and lost. This accident slowed the eXpe
tion considerably since it was thereafter necessary for four of the men to y,
along the bank all the way to Hite; they were able to ride only when precipit,
walls blocked their passage and they had to be ferried across the river by y,
one remaining boat. Members of the party who left their names at Mile-lgy
Rapids are: J. D. Best, in charge; John Jacobs, a boatman; the "W.H.E "
probably W. H. Edwards. Edwards, as well as Elmer Kane and Harry
McDonald, who were members of the expedition, testified of these and othey

{35

E

gg chelm™
% :

river experiences in 1929. il mark
Histori i : ot i astetoric
istorical site 254: Eddy Inscription - gistol~

In 1927 Clyde Eddy filled three boats with young college men and frop,
Green River, Utah, successfully navigated the Colorado canyons through to on the !
Needles, California. In his account of the trip (1929, 93) he mentions that oy Beef Be
July 5 the name of the expedition was painted on a huge boulder. This inscrip. Hender

tion was found at mile 203. 3 on the right bank on a huge talus block about 75 - mi- of |

above the river. The paint had all eroded, leaving only the paint scar which its mot

could easily be read (Fig. 6): Canyon
Eddy Expedition 3

July 4 - 1927 24-29,

Clyde L. E. that he

panied

his ¢©O

Historical site 255: The Big Drop the ¢a
above

Between mile 202, 9 and 202. 1 the Colorado River falls approximately
30 ft. in a series of three rapids, collectively called by river runners, '"The

Big Drop' (Fig. 7). The middle series, where the river is narrow and fast, over
has been dubbed '"Satan's Gut.' These rapids have been a respected obstacle found
to voyagers since Powell. Jones (Gregory, 1948-1949, 88) on the second strea
Powell expedition in 1871 regarded them as the greatest falls below Ashley were
Falls in Red Canyon on the Green River in the Uinta Mountains. In 1911 the 1939,
Kolbs camped here (see Kolb, 1914, 146, photo of camp and rapids) and left
their signatures, which are still to be seen about 75 ft. above the river on the
right side at mile 202. 25 (Fig. 8). This is in paint and reads: ?ni‘:?
in
Cat. Camp 2 wint
E C cany
& KOLB type
E.L.
10-28-1911

-12-
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At the head of this series of rapids on the left bank at mile 202.9 a
single oar has been set up on a rock with names Hoover and Peterson burned
into the blade. This commemorates the death of K. H. Hoover and L. Peterson
who were drowned, presumably in The Big Drop, on May 22, 1960 (see Histor-
ical site 261: Sheep Canyon). At mile 202. 7 on the left side, on a waterworn
boulder that would be covered in high water, the names of Vie [ or Vic] & Dude
Chelminski were chipped.

The foot of The Big Drop, where the river level reaches 3710 ft., will
mark the approximate head of Lake Powell at full pool (Fig. 9).

Historical site 256: Gypsum Canyon

Gypsum Canyon, entering the Colorado on the left at mile 186. 5, heads
on the lofty slopes of the northern (the North Elks) half of Elk Ridge. Draining
Beef Basin, it is one of the principal tributaries of Cataract Canyon (see
Henderson, 1949, for a reconnaissance of the upper watershed). The lower 7
mi. of the canyon is a precipitous and narrow gorge which is 2000 ft. deep at
its mouth. Indeed, in the vicinity of the mouth of Gypsum Canyon Cataract
Canyon reaches its maximum depth.

The second Powell expedition camped at the mouth of the canyon September
24-25, 1871. John F. Steward (Darrah, 1948-1949, 238-9) in his diary stated
that he named the canyon. A. H. Thompson (Gregory, 1939, 51), who accom-
panied Steward on a geological hike up the canyon, called it Steward Gulch after
his companion. Members of the party found beds of gypsum and fossil coral in
the canyon. Powell and Dellenbaugh (1926, 127) hiked out to a point 3135 ft.
above the river which they reached 7 or 8 mi. back from the rim of Cataract.

An examination was made of the mouth of Gypsum Canyon for a little
over a mile from the Colorado. A small stream of good-tasting water was
found about 3/4 mi. from the river but this disappeared another 1/4 mi. up-
stream. Big talus chunks of gypsum were noted. A doe antelope and fawn
were seen and a horse sign a few years old was noted. Thompson (Gregory,
1839, 51) of the Powell party in 1871 saw mountain sheep at this locality.

In an interview in 1963 Henry Lyman, of Manti. Utah, who worked for
many years for the Scorup-Sorserville Catt’e Company, stated that a trail leads
Into Gypsum Canyon from the Beef Basin area. He said that stock have been
wintered in the canyon. There is an extensive open area at the mouth of the
canyon that supports a fairly good stand of grass and extensive beds of opuntia*
type cactus. '

-13-



Historical site 257: Clearwater Canyon

Clearwater Canyon is a very narrow gorge entering the Colorado on the-

right at mile 191.95. Cataract Canyon at this point is very narrow and its wapf
tower upward about 1700 ft. (Fig. 10).

G.S. mapping party in 1921 (E. C. Kolb, 1921, September 22), is believed to

be identical with the canyon visited by the Powell party on September 26, 187] |

§

" as reported by Jones (Gregory, 1948-194g [

‘and named by them "Eden Canyon,

90-1). Beaman (1874) and Thompson (Gregory, 1939) also commented on the

i
extraordinary beauty of the narrow canyon, which was very narrow at its momhl
but opened up into a wider area beyond. There were cottonwood trees, grass, !
ferns, running water, and the towering walls above. Jones thought it to be the !

most wonderful place he ever saw. Dellenbaugh (1902, 280) has published
Beaman's photograph of the mouth of the canyon.

An examination was made of the mouth of Clearwater Canyon on May 23,'.
1963 but there was insufficient time to explore the canyon. A short distance
from the mouth there is a jump-up of about 30 ft. The narrow mouth described
by Powell's diarists apparently was beyond this point. Thompson (Gregory, :
1939, 51) mentions a shelf 30 ft. high beyond which the little valley was to be
found. Upstream a short distance from the mouth of Clearwater, at mile 192,
the following names were found inscribed on a ledge close to the ground:

Russ Frazier

33/8/1
Tom Hatch

W. J. Fahrni

Frank Swain [For Swan?] (See Historical site
260: Dark Canyon.)

Historical site 258: Bowdie Canyon

On a map made in 1921 during the course of the survey of the Colorado
between the mouth of the Green and Lees Ferry by the U.S. Geological Survey
in cooperation with the Southern California Edison Company this canyon, enter-
ing the Colorado on the left at mile 190. 6, carries the name Cadunk Canyon.
For details of this survey see Historical site 261: Sheep Canyon.

Historical site 259: D. Julien Inscription

On June 20, 1889, while carrying the railroad survey through Cataract
Canyon, Robert B. Stanton discovered an incised inscription that read:

1836 D. Julien

-14-
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The name was found in a section of the canyon where the cliff walls on either

ot the :_5, side rose directly from the water and where the name could have been made

ts walls B onlj from a boat.. Stanton.(l889, June 19-20) locates the name with reference
e U S - © hls'su'rvey stations, Wh'lCh cannot now be determined accurately. But his
ed to ' _;;_' de3cr1pt1.on of the canyon is good enough that the location can be identified with
1871 E zh;'at sgctlon of.Cata'ract Canyon between mile 186.2 and mile 185.2. Through
_1949’ this mile the river is banked on either side by hard black rock rising from a
’ i few feet to 30 or 40 ft. above the water.
n the g
;:Sosmhé . An.examination of this sectioln of the canyon was made on May 23, 1963,
e th;e wml*} nfegatlve results. High water, it is believed, may have obscured the in-
p i scription. Early in April. 1964, at a lower stage of water, Otis R. Marston,
. of Berkeley, California, discovered the name on the left bank at approximately
i mile 185.5.
fg’e‘23’ : D. Julien, who left his name inscribed at three other places along the

Green River above its mouth, has been identified by Charles Kelly (1933 a, b).
The Julien inscription in Cataract Canyon is most probably an authentic one

and is the oldest authentic date to have been found in the Lake Powell area. The
date 1837 opposite the mouth of Lake Canyon (Crampton, 1962, 44-3) in Glen
Canyon, also presumed to be authentic, may in some way be related to the
Julien inscription in Cataract. These dates--certainly those left by Julien- -
are documents of the fur trapping era in the Rocky Mountains which reached its
first peak during the years between 1820 and 1840. Robidoux' post in the -
Uinta Basin was a known center for the mountain men who ranged south from
there as far as the Gila River after beaver pelts. That the trappers entered the
great canyons of the Colorado after these animals seems without question,
though little evidence documenting this activity has been found. Warren A.
Ferris, who spent the years 1830-1835 as a trapper in the Rocky Mountains,
demonstrates in his book (Auerbach and Alter, 1940, 260) how completely the
mountain men understood the intricate canyons of the Colorado.
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Historical site 260: Dark Canyon

Dark Canyon, entering the Colorado on the left at mile 182. 8, is the
Principal tributary in Cataract Canyon. Its numerous tributaries, interlocking
with those of Gypsum Canyon, head on the high slopes of Elk Ridge, into which
they have cut deep canyons. In the lower 15 mi. of its course Dark Canyon is
a deep and narrow gorge ranging in depth from 1500 to 2000 ft. The upper por-
tion of the drainage has long been used as a cattle range, but the lower part has
been little visited by man. From Kigalia Ranger Station on Elk Ridge Randall \"
Henderson (1946) and a group traveled 43 mi. to the mouth of the canyon, the
last 12 on foot.
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The mouth of Dark Canyon is one of the more awesome places in Cata-
ract Canyon. The mouth of Dark Canyon is narrow and dark and the walls of
Cataract, approximately half a mile apart, are nearly 2000 ft. high (Fig. 11).
Direct sunlight reaches the spot only a few hours a day. The immensity of the
canyon and the forces of nature that created it are at all times apparent.

The rapids at the mouth of Dark Canyon are among the most formidable
in Cataract. Debris and boulders from Dark Canyon have dammed and deflect-
ed the river toward the right bank. In the distance of .2 mi. the river drops
about 17 ft. over a curving channel full of boulders and rocks. Whereas many
river runners have portaged or lined Dark Canyon rapids, neoprene pontoons
can navigate them and in recent years boats powered with outboard motors
have run all of the rapids in Cataract Canyon. The ride through Dark Canyon

’ there
Rapids on a power boat can be a thrilling experience (Fig. 12). } 1ocati
‘ 4 A me’
At the foot of Dark Canyon Rapids on the left side at mile 182. 7 there » more
are inscribed a number of names on the rocks. These mainly are signatures ing b
of river parties who made the run through Cataract. Once through Dark Can- ! Calif
yon Rapids the worst was over, although Powell in 1871 feared most of all the ¢
rapids below Dark Canyon at approximately mile 182. 2. See the diaries of E
W. C. Powell (Kelly, 1948-1949, 332-3) and John Steward (Darrah, 1848-1949, | ners_
240-1) both for September 28, 1871. The names and the rocks below the rapids } asse:
were transcribed as follows (Fig. 13): I able
* jour?
Amos Burg 10-7-38 Bob Barber ‘ 1951
Pathe-Bray John Shubert i
Colorado River Expedition Frank B. Dodge ;
Nov. 24. 1927 V. T. Herrick L Hist
Maj. E. C. LaRue D. Dailey i
Leigh Smith V. Woodbury | '
Glenn R. Kershner Nick Samoff mile
Pat Gannon Pansy Dog wat
Con Rodin stre
. rive
E <
[ On square metal piece]: i n}gl
vier
Frank Swan Nevills Expedition 194
Bus Hatch July 2, 1938 oth
Dr. F. R. Frazier July 17, 1940 -; bac
W. J. Fahrni July 16, 1945 bul
Toni Hatch Don Harris '
Aug [ ?] 1933 Jack Brennan .
Buzz Holmstrom Erick Eliason ‘
11-1-37 Bert Loper _ be.
10-7-38 July, 1944 ; Ei
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Aleson W. Johnson

- 23 - 45 10-7-38
47 H. [ ?] Chase - L. Harris
A. Hoyt L. Carter - J Brennan
9-1-53 10~-12-~-46
Againin 9-2-35 H. Chase - L. Harris
Tom Hatch M. G. Watts A. Maxwell
10-31-11 6-25-47
Kolb Brothers W. Herwig ---
9-28-21 Bering Monroe 5-4-47

Just within and on the downstream side of the mouth of Dark Canyon
there is a spring of good water hidden among redbud trees and brush. The
location is marked by a cairn of rocks located in the open; the cairn encloses
a2 metal mailbox that contains the names, on paper, of recent visitors. A
more extensive register of names originally placed in the mailbox and extend-
ing back into the 1940's is in the possession of Otis R. Marston of Berkeley,
California.

Otis "Dock'' Marston has assembled much information about river run-
ners in the canyons of the Colorado. In two publications (1955, 1960), he has
assembled valuable data on the subject and in a compilation (1949-1951), avail-
able in the Grand Canyon National Park Library, he has brought together the
journals and diaries of many of those who have run the Colorado from 1889 to
1851.

Historical site 261: Sheep Canyon

Sheep Canyon, a short tributary, enters the Colorado on the left at
mile 177 near the foot of Cataract Canyon. Here the rapids end and the quiet
Wwater characteristic of Narrow Canyon and most of Glen Canyon appears. Up-
stream from the mouth of Sheep Canyon a wide, sandy beach has long attracted
river travelers as a good camping place. Powell's party in 1871 spent the
night of September 29 here. While Powell and Thompson climbed out to obtain
views of the surrounding country Dellenbaugh (1926, 132), Steward (Darrah,
1948-1949, 242), and W. C. Powell (Kelly, 1948-1949, 333-4), report that the
Other members of the party found evidences of prehistoric people in caves just
back of camp. They found corn and cobs, pottery, and part of a masonry wall
built across the entrance to a smoke-blackened cave.

Just above the mouth of Sheep Canyon and back from the river about !
150 yds. there is a low cliff in which there is a small smoke-blackened cave
bearing the Museum of Northern Arizona's archeological site no. 7171. A
broken metate was noted. On the cliffs on both sides of the cave there are a
number of names inscribed on the rock surfaces. Additional names are to be
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seen along the ledges of a higher cliff perhaps 200 yds. from the mouth of
Sheep Canyon. The following names were deciphered:

B. Monroe 5-1-47 U.S.G.S. 9. 30. 21

L. P. B. J. H. Clogston
Apr. 1886 L. B. Lint [plus skull and
[ Possibly Apr. cross bones]
18 . 86] 2 E. H. Rauch

. V. Stoudt - 21
ige 1921 Aleson 1945
. Wright Oct. 11, 1892 E. C. Kolb
E. H. Rauch
9-29-21

;9:0

gm>QLnm
ST
oy

At the extreme head of the beach and on a ledge about 35 ft. above and !

overlooking the river the following inscription in black paint appears: found @
. Cany™t

K H. Hoover - L. Peterson £ pegati

Lost dividue

Cataract Canyon ! (_‘,atal”.e

May 22, 1860 ; rado 1

¢ appea]

See Historical site 253: Mile-long Rapids for further reference to the K¢
Hoover and Peterson. : (Kolb.
yon re

Probably most of the names at Sheep Canyon represent downstream
river travelers but the place was reasonably accessible by boat from the head
of Glen Canyon where there was much gold prospecting after 1883. The initials ELS_JEE
L.P.B. and E.R.V., which are faint (and the date following is fainter), may be
the record of upriver prospectors. In an interview in 1960 Harry Aleson

stated that some years before an associate had found some miner's equipment, Shee’
together with a pair of gold scales, hidden at the mouth of Dark Canyon. Dark ity ©
Canyon would certainly have been the practical upriver limit to prospecting, side
but probably very few in the days before high-powered boats would have gone by 1
far above Sheep Canyon. in 1t

Mile

G. M. Wright, who signed his name at Sheep Canyon on October 11, 1892 bele
apparently had made the trip through Cataract because the same name and the
date September 18, 1892, appear at Mile-long Rapids (Historical site 253). He
was probably a prospector and there may be some relationto L. C. and G. W,
Wright who located the gold prospect at Wright Bar in Glen Canyon 25 mi. above
Lees Ferry (Crampton, 1960, 839-90).

The surveyors who made the splendid set of river maps (used as atlas
sheets in these historical site reports) for the U.S. Geological Survey and the ca’
Di
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Southern California Edison Company in 1921 (see Crampton, 1939, 68-9) are
well represented on the rock register at Sheep Canyon.

In the archives of the Southern California Edison Company at Los
Angeles there are some records relating to the survey, including maps and
photographs. One photograph shows E. C. LaRue painting the names of the
versonnel of the survey on a cliff wall in Cataract Canyon. The painted in-
scription reads:

U.5.G.S. 9-23-21 E. C. Kolb Boatman E. H. Rauch, asst.
W. R. Chenoweth, Chief John Clogston, Cook

S. Paige Geologist L Lint, Rodman

E. L. LaRue Hydr. Eng. H. C. Tasker "

E. L. Kolb Boatman F. Stoudt a

According to data on file with the photograph the inscription should be
found at approximately mile 187.1 on the left wall about 4 mi. above Dark
Canyon. An examination of the cliff wall in that general vicinity was made with
negative results. Apparently a majority of the party inscribed their names in-
dividually at Sheep Canyon. Ellsworth C. Kolb kept a log of the survey in
Cataract Canyon (1921) and later (1929) testified of his experiences on the Colo-
rado including the 1911 run with his brother Emery, whose account of that trip
appeared in 1914. After a four days' run through the Cataracts in that year
the Kolbs camped at the mouth of Sheep Canyon where they chiseled their names
(Kolb, 1921, September 30). These names were not found when the Sheep Can-
yon register was examined on May 24, 1963.

Historical site 262: Mille Crag Bend

This is a narrow bend over 3 mi. long at the foot of Cataract Canyon.
Sheep Canyon (Historical site 261) enters the canyon near the southern extrem-
ity of the bend. Throughout its entire length, but particularly on the upper
side, the inner bank of the bend, rising 1500 ft. above the river, is surmounted
by many pinnacles and crags which suggested the name to the Powell expedition
in 1869 (Powell, 1870, 23). The '""Mille' is often misspelled (Millie, Mill,
Mile, etc.). Cataract Canyon ends at the lower end of Mille Crag Bend just
below mile 175.

NARROW CANYON

Narrow Canyon named by Powell (1870, 23) in 1869 is a narrow, straight
canyon about 5.3 mi. in length. It extends from mile 174. 8 to the mouth of the
Dirty Devil River at mile 168.5. The river is placid throughout this distance.
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Powell was probably so intrigued with even 5 mi. of straight canyon on a rive,
where the canyon walls are usually curving that he settled on the name. Duriy
these 5 mi. the walls of the canyon drop rapidly from nearly 1500 ft. at Mille
Crag Bend to a few feet at the mouth of the Dirty Devil. The historical associ,
tions of this canyon are few.

‘Historical site 263: Narrow Canyon Register

Under an overhanging rock on the left side at mile 173.1 and about 40
ft. above the river, there are a number of names recording river parties

(Fig. 14); they probably represent mainly successful runs through Cataract
Canyon. The following names were noted:

[In Circle:] K. I. Ross Exp. 9-2-53
1938 Exp. :
Buzz Holmstrom M. McLarty
Willis D. Johnson L. Langston
Amos Burg 1955
[In Circle:] C. L. Eddy 1927
1958 The Eddy Expd ' T ' N
Willis Johnson 7-10-27
Zeke G. Rider
1927 Lucky Strike The Eddy
The Davis Exp. '52 '53 Harvard Party
Hyde 11-1-28
Coe Notre
Blake Exp. '56 1927 Dame
H. Elwyn
H. Prescon "Powell"
W. G. Adger
D. R. Malberg R. F. Bartl
8-60 ¥. L. Felton
HB Branting F. M. Blackwell
J."H. Marshall
Colorado Up River Expedition Rags
Harry Aleson - Bea Whittlesey
7-22-45 "Coronado"
C. L. Eddy
J. E. Schlump Ex - 1951 V. F. Carey
C. McGregory
D. E. Griffith R. H. Weatherhead
Isabell

J. A. Galloway 1955
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"Dellenbaugh' Nevills Expedition
P. M. Galloway 7 - 20 - 40
E. L. Holt Doris Nevills
V. C. Calloway Norm Nevills
B. A. Seagers Mildred Baker

T. Southworth
H. W. Lambert M.D. 9-2-5-- C. Larabee
H. Cutler

Nevills Expedition D. Reed
Elzada V. Clover Anne Rosner
L. F. "Don'" Harris B. Goldwater
W. Eugene Atkinson
Lois Jotter Nevills Expedition
Bill Gibson 7T~ 16 -~ 45
Norm Nevills Ed Hudson

7 -2 - 38 Wayne McConkie

Loel Marston
Margaret Marston
C. Reed Marston
. Maradel Marston
Joan McLellan
Norm Nevills

Apparently the register was begun by Clyde Eddy in 1927 who (1929, 124)
records the fact that he stopped halfway through Narrow Canyon where his men
painted their names on the rocks. Barry Goldwater (1940, 23) mentioned that
Nevills on July 20, 1940 left the names of the party in Narrow Canyon where
other scribblers had been at work. Norman D. Nevills of Mexican Hat, Utah,
did much to popularize river running, 1936-1949, on the rivers of the Colorado
System. His most popular run was the San Juan River below Mexican Hat (see
Crampton, 1964, report on the historical sites in San Juan Canyon). Haldane
‘Buzz' Holmstrom, whose name appears on the register at Dark Canyon and
on the one at Narrow Canyon, in 1937 shot the entire string of canyons alone
from Green River, Wyoming, to Lake Mead. Case (1938) wrote up the account
of his 52-day solo.

GLEN CANYON

The Dirty Devil is the point of separation between the short Narrow \
Canyon and Glen Canyon, 169 mi. long, and historically the most significant of
the canyons of the Colorado. Prior reports (Crampton, 1960, 1962) have de-
Scribed a large number of the historical sites in Glen Canyon between the mouth
of Hansen Creek and Lees Ferry, a distance of 130 mi. Within that area there
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was a considerable variety in the origins of the sites reported--crossings by
Indians, Spaniards, Mexicans and Americans; Indian utilization; mining and
farming and related activities. In the 40 mi. stretch between the mouth of the
Dirty Devil and Hansen Creek, most of the sites reported in the following pages

had their origin in the gold mining boom that occurred in Glen Canyon following
the arrival of Cass Hite in 1883.

\ Although men had talked for some time of finding mineral wealth in the
canyon country of the Colorado River in Utah and in neighboring northern
Arizona it was not until 1880, when Merrick and Mitchell reportedly found a
rich mine somewhere in the Monument Valley-Navajo Mountain area, that men
began to prospect intensively. Both men were killed by the Indians but rich
samples of silver ore, it was said, were found by their bodies. Prospectors
ranged out through the tangled country south of the San Juan River but no one
seemed to be able to locate the Merrick-Mitchell mine. Cass Hite was one of
those most persistent in the quest. He became friendly with a powerful Navajo,
Hoskininni, and tried to worm out of him the location of the silver mine, which
some thought was secretly known to the Indians. Hoskininni told Hite that if he
wanted some valuable mineral he could go to the great canyon of the Colorado
where he would find gold in the river sands. Hoskininni was right. He and Hite,
by way of White Canyon, journeyed to Glen Canyon and there found placer gold
in the banks of the river. Hite extended his explorations in Glen Canyon and
found gold in a number of places. There probably had been some inconsequen-
tial prospecting in the canyons of the Colorado River after Powell's second
voyage, but it was Hite's discoveries that led to a gold rush to Glen Canyon and
later to the San Juan Canyons.

The first phase of the gold rush in Glen Canyon lasted until about 1890;
it was a mild rush and it gathered speed slowly. The railroad survey by Robert
B. Stanton for the Denver, Colorado Canyon, and Pacific Railroad Company, in
1889-1890, attracted much attention to the canyon. The elaborate prospecting
expedition of the Colorado, Grand Canyon, Mining & Improvement Company,
that ran through Cataract and Glen canyons in 1891 is an illustration of the in-
creasing interest in the mining potential of the canyons.

Late in 1892, and during the first months of 1883, there was a genuine
and excited rush to the San Juan River below Mexican Hat but it soon played out
when the reports of big finds seemed to be exaggerated. However, the rush to
the San Juan attracted wide attention to the canyons and men began to prospect
them thoroughly. The second phase of gold mining in Glen Canyon followed the
bursting of the San Juan bubble (though mining did continue there as long as it
did in Glen Canyon.) Men found better diggings in Glen than they had on the San
Juan and the boom in gold, sustained by the panic of 1893, the rise in the price
of gold, and the discovery of rich fields elsewhere (Klondike, South Africa),
which stimulated domestic prospecting, lasted until after the turn of the century.
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By comparison with the stampede to the Klondike the gold rush to Glen
Canyon was small. Probably no more than 1000 men were to be found in the
canyon at any one time. Gold was found all along the Colorado from the Dirty
Devil to Lees Ferry, and on the San Juan River, but little was found in the trib-
utaries. The most extensive (and best) diggings were found in the lateral grav-
el terraces above Halls Crossing. Nowhere was any coarse gold found; it was
everywhere extremely fine--gold dust. It was difficult to obtain by the standard
placer mining methods of panning and sluicing because the extremely fine flakes
floated away with the sand.

The problem of water supply to operate the mines was serious. Nearly
all of the diggings were located above the highest level of the river and it was
necessary to lift water to them. Gravity diversion of the river was an impos-
sibility; only a few of the tributary streams could be used, and small reservoirs
built in them either quickly filled with silt or washed out. Pumping water from
the river was usually a failure as the sand and silt in the water quickly wore out
the pumps. Many types of placer mining machinery were tried out in Glen
Canyon but none of them were entirely successful. The most efficient method
turned out to be the shovel, some form of sluice, and the pan.

The Glen Canyon country was tough to prospect. The canyons, both the
mainstem and ihe long canyon tributaries, were barriers. There were only a
few trails into the canyon and fewer wagon roads. Over these primitive routes
supplies, equipment, lumber and foodstuffs had to be hauled in from the small
communities peripheral to Glen Canyon. To avoid the rapids of Cataract Can-
Jon, goods brought by rail to Green River had to be hauled by wagon over 100
mi. to Glen Canyon. The Colorado in Glen Canyon was'a major route of travel.
All kinds of boats were used--rowboats, skiffs, rafts, scows, power craft
(uSually under-powered for upstream travel) and even sailboats.

Life in the Glen Canyon gold rush was a rough adventure in the open.
Men (and there were only a few women), when they did not sleep under the open
Sky, used tents and shacks, or they built dugouts. Some followed the custom
of the prehistoric inhabitants and lived in recesses in the cliffs or under over-
hanging shelves of rock. Lumber was expensive but the Colorado often provided
it free in the form of driftwood. Drift also was used for fuel. A few people at-
Lemp‘ced gardens and some kept chickens. The river produced catfish of excel-
lent quality but wild game was scarce. Cattle, notably on the eastern side,
Vere often ranged into the canyon lands for winter range.

The only place in Glen Canyon that could be called a community was
Hite. There a post office was opened in 1889. Cass Hite's relatives--brotherngs
John Pp. and Ben R., and the latter's son, Homer J. Hite--followed him into
Glen Canyon hoping to make their fortunes. One or another of the Hites oper-
ated the post office and ran a small store until Cass Hite died in 1914 at his
Fanch at Ticaboo.
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Before Cass Hite's death (he had lived in Glen Canyon most of the time
since his arrival in 1883) interest in gold had waned but this was followed by a
mild copper boom, 1905-1907. After World War 1 there was a canyon country
boom in oil prospecting, and during the Great Depression, 1929-1939, there
was again a revival in gold mining. An interest in tourism began at the same
time and this reached a peak after World War II. The uranium rush of the
1950's probably brought more men into the upper part of Glen Canyon than had
ever gone there looking for gold. By the time this report is published many of
the evidences of these successive chapters in the history of Glen Canyon will
have been covered by the rising waters of Lake Powell.

Inasmuch as the placer

3 - prat
gold mining took place altogether within the canyon, practically every immovable & I;;On
physical vestige of that colorful era will be lost. B. £

5" Con
The background and the broad outlines of the Glen Canyon mining rush : Dirt
and of subsequent events have been discussed in prior reports by Crampton _ alor
(1959, 1960, 1962), and in a recent reéport on the historical sites in the E er,
San Juan Canyon (1964). Crampton and Smith (1961) have published the diaries : pee
of Robert Brewster Stanton who, after his railroad survey, undertook a gold Qu¢
dredging operation in Glen Canyon, 1897-1902. ] was
, ing
oil
Historical site 86: Dirty Devil River 1 to -
: pre

The Dirty Devil enters the Colorado River from the right 169.5 mi. ,

above Lees Ferry (Fig. 15). It is one of the longest and most interesting tribu- 3
taries of the Colorado within the Lake Powell area. Heading at Fish Lake and Hi

environs it breaches the Waterpocket Fold at Capital Reef and at Hanksville —,
picks up the Muddy River, which heads on the Wasatch Plateau and bisects the
southern part of the San Rafael Swell; then it drops info a sinuous canyon to

reach the Colorado about 125 mi. from its source. Above the Muddy it is
called the Fremont, below, the Dirty Devil.

The name ''Dirty Devil Creek' or '"Dirty Creek' was given to it by the
first Powell expedition in 1869 when camp was made at its mouth on July 28.
On that date George Y. Bradley, John C. Sumner, and J. W. Powell (Darrah,
1947, 55-6, 116, 127) all refer to the stream in diaries. Sumner noted the
dirty, smelly water flowing out of the mouth at the time; Bradley noted that it
was sweeping far out into the Colorado. These remarks probably mean that
Powell's party saw the stream when it was carrying a rich body of soupy, muddy
water--a runoff from a summer shower somewhere on the drainage above.
Much of the basin is bare rock and open desert and the runoff from summer
showers may fill the stream with silt so thick it looks like liguid mud. Sumner
later (Chalfant, 1932) claimed full credit for naming the Dirty Devil, for which

he begged the Devil's pardon. Dellenbaugh (1926, 134) gives Sumner credit for
the name.
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In sharp contrast to the ragged, rough formations in Cataract Canyon,
the rounded, hummocky sandstone atop the cliffs below the Dirty Devil suggest-
ed to Powell the name of Mound Canyon. This name he applied to that part of
the canyon from the Dirty Devil to the San Juan. Below the San Juan he applied
the name of Monument Canyon. These two names, probably during the second
expedition in 1871, were replaced with the single name--Glen Canyon. Powell
(1875, 72) tells why he chose the name.

During the gold mining period in Glen Canyon the Dirty Devil marked the
practical upper limits of prospecting. It does not appear from any records or
from physical evidence that any extensive placering took place above it. Robert
B. Stanton in 1897, in anticipation of mining operations for the Hoskaninni
Company, actually surveyed two dam sites in the narrow lower canyon of the
Dirty Devil. He planned to use the dammed waters of the river downstream
along the Colorado for mining purposes, and for the generation of electric pow-
er, (Crampton and Smith, 1961, 9-11). In recent times a gauging station has
been maintained on the river about 3 mi. from the mouth (see U.S. G.S., Hite
Quadrangle, 1952) but it seemed to have been abandoned in 1962 when the site
was visited. During the uranium boom of the 1950's there was much prospect-
ing throughout the lower canyon of the Dirty Devil. More recently it has been
oil prospecting. A cable across the river about 1 mi. from the mouth was used
to transport persons from one side to the other; it probably reflects this recent
prospecting activity.

Historical site 83: North Wash

On October 1, 1871, the second Powell expedition cached one of the
boats, the Canonita, at the mouth of the Dirty Devil and then ran down to camp
that night at the mouth of North Wash, which enters the Colorado on the right
side at mile 167.7. Powell was short of supplies and it was necessary to press
on. The Canonita would be used next year when some of the party would return
overland, pick up the boat and make a leisurely run down to Lees Ferry. On
September 30 Powell and Thompson (Gregory, 1939, 53-4) had walked up North
Wash 4 mi. where they saw abundant evidence that Indians had been in it with
horses within a few years. They also saw evidence of prehistoric man in the
form of broken pottery. The next year, with some difficulty, the overland
party crossed the rugged country from Kanab and, staying east of the High
Plateaus, reached the Henry Mountains and the head of North Wash, which they
named Lost Creek Gulch. They rode down the canyon and on to the Dirty Devil
where they picked up the Canonita and went on. This was on June 26, 1872
(Dellenbaugh, 1926, 206-9). Part of the party under the direction of A. H. k
Thompson returned overland to Kanab. '
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Thus was opened one of the principal entrances to Glen Canyon. During
the mining period following the discovery of gold in Glen Canyon when the name
Crescent Creek was applied, it was used as a wagon route into the canyon. Op
his second expedition in 1889 Stanton used the canyon as a route to haul his
boats and supplies to the river and found the road in it surprisingly good
(Stanton, 1889-1890, 229-31). When Stanton returned in 1897 to begin mining
Ooperations for the Hoskaninni Company the road was in poor condition. By then
the canyon was also known as North Wash, its present name (Crampton and
Smith, 1861, 7). The derivation of the present name is uncertain. It probably
refers to the fact that the headwaters of the stream originate on the northern
slopes of the Henry Mountains, specifically, Mt. Ellen. The name Crescent
Creek is still retained there for the principal head stream.

In more recent times North Wash has been the location of Utah State
Route 95, a dirt road that has frequently washed out, since it crosses the bed
of the wash about 50 times in half as many miles. The canyon will be used for
part of its distance when the new Utah State Route 85 is relocated to cross the

Dirty Devil and a bridge is built across Narrow Canyon 2 or 3 mi. above the
mouth of the Dirty Devil.

During the uranium boom of the 1950's there was intensive activity in
the lower part of North Wash Canyon. Adits, short side roads, tailings, loca-

tion monuments, and abandoned automobile bodies may be seen for approxi-
mately 8 mi. above the mouth.

On the upstream side of the mouth of North Wash, opposite mile 167.75
and within 100 ft. of the river, there is an overhanging rock on which the name,
G. W. Lord, and ENG. have been inscribed. Some flint chippings indicate that
the location may have been a prehistoric site.

Historical site 84: Crescent Bar

Also known as North Wash Bar this is a placer mining location that co-
incides with the extent of the gravel bar at the mouth of North Wash. At low
water the bar may be seen extending from mile 167. 3 to 167. 8; at the high
water runoff in the spring it may be nearly covered. There is little indication
of any mining activity. There are the remains of a ditch along the base of a
low ledge below the mouth of North Wash. Hunt (1953, 221) recorded small
prospect pits at 6 ft. and 110 ft. above the river. In 1887, R. B. Stanton ran
some tests for gold on the river bar (Crampton and Smith, 1961, 10).
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Historical site 87 Browns Bottom

Historical site 85

On the left bank between mile 168.3 and 169. 3 there is a sandy terrace
running up to 400 ft. in width. This is backed up by a low cliff 20 to 50 ft. high,
above which there is an extensive gravel-capped bench extending from mile
166. 8 to 169. 1. Up to 100 ft. or more wide, the bench overlooks the river and
stands from 50 to 150 ft. above it. This area was previously reported
(Crampton, 1959, 105) to consist of two sites, which are brought together here
in a single description. No direct examination was made of this area but it was
studied from high vantage points on the opposite side of the river. Informants
supplied data about it. According to G. W. Edgell, who was operating the Hite
ferry in 1960, the name commemorates John Brown, an early day stockman
who was running cattle in the area before Hite arrived in 1883.

This gravel-capped bench or terrace is typical of those found in Glen
Canyon and seen most frequently above the mouth of the San Juan River. These
"high bars, ' as they were called, are ancient gravels overlying sandstone ter-
races adjacent to the Colorado; of differing thicknesses, and occurring at levels
up to 500 ft. above the river, they have been the s_urce of much of the placer
gold found in Glen Canyon.

Placer mining in this area goes back at least to 1897 when R. B. Stanton
ran some tests for gold on this terrace. He called it Mikado Flat (Crampton
and Smith, 1961, 10). During the years of the Great Depression there was con-
siderable placer mining on the site, according to Frank A. Barrett, who in
1962 was living at his winter home at the warm springs on the left bank at mile
164. From the opposite side of the Colorado may be seen hoisting equipment
on the gravel terrace at mile 167. 7, directly opposite the mouth of North Wash.
Below this, at the river's edge, and behind a huge slump block of sandstone, a
wood ladder is visible. G. W. Edgell at Hite in 1960 stated that gravel from
the terrace above was carried down to the river's edge for washing.

Historical site 139: Fort Moqui

Before the formation of L.ake Powell, which has flooded the area, much
of the history of the upper part of Glen Canyon centered in the area between the
mouth of White Canyon, entering the Colorado on the left at mile 162. 9 and the
mouth of Trachyte Creek, entering the Colorado on the right at mile 161. 6. \

The oldest evidences of man in this area are the numerous prehistoric
remains in the form of petrographic art and structures. The boldest and most
lmposing prehistoric building stands on a prominent bluff overlooking the mouth
of White Canyon and the Colorado River. During the mining era in Glen Canyon
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it was called "Fort Moqui" (Fig. 16). The structure outside measures about
15 by 22 ft. and is approximately 12 ft. high; it consisted of two or more sto-

ries. What were probably holes for the support of log floor joists may still
be seen. However, the northwestern side of the building has collapsed.

From the Colorado River Fort Moqui presents a striking appearance;
- the plumb line of the building from a distance seems to be remarkably true. [y
‘contrast to so many canyon country prehistoric structures, which were built in
obscure places, this one stands out in the open on a bold headland and its inter.
esting skyline has arrested the attention of many river travelers as well as
those by land. One may hazard the statement that this site has been the prima.
ry tourist attraction in Glen Canyon until it was lost under the waters of Lake

Powell.

The Powell expedition stopped on July 29, 1869 to examine these ruins.
Bradley, Sumner and Powell (Darrah, 1947) all give descriptive details of the
building as it was then. Both Bradley and Sumner agree that there were four
rooms. The second Powell expedition visited the place on October 2, 1871,
and the diarists left us more valuable details. See the journals of Jones
(Gregory), Steward (Darrah) and W. C. Powell (Kelly), all published in the one
volume issued by the Utah State Historical Society (1948-49). In 1872, when
the overland party returned to pick up the Canonita cached at the mouth of the
Dirty Devil River, those who rode down in her also stopped to see the ruin.
With them was Frederick S. Dellenbaugh who briefly described the visit (1926,
209) and it was probably he who left a record of the visit on the rocks 50 ft.
southeast of the ruin (Fig. 17). Fennemore at the time took a picture of the
ruin which Dellenbaugh published later (1902, 6). Robert B. Stanton on his
railroad survey visited the building in 1889, when all four walls were standing,
and when he returned to Glen Canyon in 1897 he made some detailed sketches
of the stiructure (Crampton and Smith, 1961, 12-14, et. seq., 162-3). Many other
prominent persons have visited the historic building and some have inscribed
their names. Surprisingly few detailed archeological studies have been made
of Fort Moqui, or other remains in the vicinity. Adams (1960) lists the arche-
ologists and their publications. Weller (1959, 603) has a brief description.
The ruin bears site numbers 42SA 309, assigned by the University of Utah, and
NA7172, assigned by the Museum of Northern Arizona at Flagstaff.

The following names, most of them scratched on the stone in small
letters, on Fort Moqui were deciphered:

South wall Wm Bright 1889
Ft. Moque
A. L. Womack Feb. 1892 [ ?] J. H. Nelson
Cy Warman Jan '93 Dunsany [ ?] Jan 21 '98
J. Voelter Jno Hislop 1889 'S0 1891
E. Forss [ 3 times] Stuart Wyllie
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F. [?] JW 8 Nov 1891
F. A. Baker Feb. 11, 1917
A. K. Thurber 1888
H. S. Gillespie March 17, 1899
J. H. Brown Jan, ------
J. F. Gilham March 17 90
C. M. Delgrove
East wall
Jacobs 1891
C N
L. [?] W Hitch --- Colo
May 17 1908
D. W. Lords
W. H. Edwards ( Nov) 10 89
Inside walls
J. Gilson
Geo. Gilham Mar. 19 1889
Wichita, Kan
C. Cashmead
D. J. J.
Louis H. L---eln
- 1904 - Colo
A Stoew
D. E. Rickman
W. Shafer March 19 18--
CDE 97
Hall 1885
D. Porter
B. R. Hite Aug. 30 1888
Jack Russell Feb. --889
G. A. H Loward [ ?] 1898
G. L. Jordan May 1914
E. L. Smith 1922
R. V. Chamberlin 11-17-22
D. Dehlin
G M
McComb - 1894
Mantt Jensen 19
J [?] E. Hall
Robert Rya ---
Frank Wilson
A. F. Rennis 1893
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Geo. L. Gillham ("Eureka')
Nov 11 ---

F. M.

G.H ----

Names on slab rock adjacent to fort

on south

Andrew Ekkker [sic]
E. Vier --
C. H. 120

Carl P. Nielson
S. J. Cunningham Mar. 4 [--?]

.95
Glen Ekker
J. P. Jones [--?] Nov. 7th. 1893
Gilson
Lorin Turner Feb. 18 1906
Wm Bright 1889
A. L. F. MacDermott 3-30-1900
CR 26 Dec. 1884
Gilham Nov. 88,
J C
Talman
Joe Wilker [ 2]
H M C
E. L. Smith 1922
Reuben Turner Oct --- 07

C. Vo[i?] ot
E. Forss

R. E. Pryor TFeb. 24 -- 1895

[ Also some deeply incised petroglyphs]

Names on rocks on point north of fort

4-11-15
15

G. A. Shaw
H. W. Lobm [an?]

NYC

Names on rocks 50 to 75 ft. south and

east of fort

\

Bert Loper Grand Canyon Expedition’

1907
C. A. Gibbons [?] - 16 - 1897
Wm. Bright 1890



Andrew Ekker Nov 6 1907 C. Goold Jan 16th 1897

H. J. Hite Jan 9 1889 WwW. D. J.

Hall 1885 Wes Heap 1881

Wm Hitch [name faint, date clear]
Ben Hite Aug: 30th 1888 1876

J. Powell June 27& 1872 Jan. 16 - 1889

W. Ex. Ex. (Fig. 17) John P. Hite St. Louis Mo
\ Jack LLamb Feb. 20 1885 Ross

——————— Hite Foote Reed Dec 13 ---93
A. L. Womack Feb. 1912

Downstream about 300 ft. from Fort Moqui, on the same contour and

overlooking the Colorado, there are a number of prehistoric ruins, petroglyphs

and Anglo names (Fig. 18). The following Anglo names were deciphered:

Glen Reid W. E. Bovier March 20 1889
Frank Hatt Caineville, Utah By Geod

Nov. 1898 [ ?] TWN

J. A. Ketchum Jan 1893 W K

J. M Hughes

Mary Lee Johnson
E. Kane

G. C. Hartman
Roy Despain

On the ledges on the same contour and across the mouth of White Canyon
there are a number of prehistoric ruins easily visible from Fort Moqui. These
consist of fragments of walls. Near these remains an occasional pictograph
done in red paint is to be seen. These consist of circular shields containing
geometric designs. Of the three or four noted, only a few fragments of red
paint remained, but the stain on the sandstone made by the paint was still vis-

ible. A few Anglo names were noted near the ruins:
JC T. Tucker
B W C. R. Bacon
HS T. J Knigt [sic]
MHB

At one place a cameo-like figure of a human head had recently been
chipped on the surface of a sandstone block. Robert B. Stanton in 1887

(Crampton and Smith, 1961, 12-14) found and photographed a number of pre-
historic ruins in the mouth of White Canyon.
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Historical site 79: White Canyon

White Canyon, a long tributary of the Colorado, heads on the slopes of
Elk Ridge and enters Glen Canyon on the left at mile 162.9. Through most of
its course it flows through a precipitous, if not deep, inner canyon of white
sandstone; the valley itself is bounded on both sides by irregular walls of red
sandstone set back some distance from the inner canyon, leaving a flat bench
varying in width from a few hundred yards to several miles. White Canyon has
been the historic (and probably prehistoric) and principal route of access into
Glen Canyon from the eastern side. From the open country at the northern
foot of Elk Ridge and the head of Grand Gulch, emptying into the San Juan River,
there is no barrier to reaching the head of White Canyon. By traveling on the
wide bench it is relatively easy to reach the Colorado.

Utah State Route 95 follows the White Canyon bench from Natural Bridges
National Monument to a point about 5 or 6 mi. above the mouth of the canyon
where it crosses the stream, turns north about 2 mi., and then drops down to
the Colorado through Farley Canyon. As Lake Powell fills, this road will be
rerouted and will cross the Colorado on a bridge over Narrow Canyon. Earlier
travelers using the White Canyon route dropped into the canyon where U-95
crosses it and went on down it to the mouth.

Men with wagons probably arrived on the Colorado by way of White Can-
yon in 1883, possibly earlier. Once the gold rush got under way there must
have been considerable wagon traffic. Automobile traffic through White Canyon
and across the Colorado River in Glen Canyon was made possible with the open-
ing of the Hite ferry near Dandy Crossing (Historical site 75) in 1948.

Historical site 78: White Canyon Post Office

During the beginning of the post World War Il uranium boom an experi-
mental mill for the reduction of uranium ore was built by the Vanadium Cor-
pPoration of America at the mouth of White Canyon. The Atomic Energy Com-
Mission was interested in this project. Construction was begun late in 1948
and the mill went into operation in July 1949. The plant was built on a small
hill between the creek in White Canyon and just under Fort Moqui (Historical
Site 139). The location was chosen because of a ready water supply from the
Colorado and the proximity of a uranium mine, 15 mi. up White Canyon--nota-
bly the Happy Jack mine--which had been opened back in the 1890's when it
Produced mainly copper ore. The building of the mill at White Canyon was a
Considerable stimulus to uranium prospecting in the upper part of Glen Canyon\._
From the mouth of the Dirty Devil on to Good Hope Bar, 18 mi. below White
Canyon, there was intensive searching for the mineral during the next seven
Or eight years.
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In an interview, Frank A. Barrett, long a resident of Glen Canyon,
stated that before the mill shut down about mid-1954, about 40 people were ¢
ployed there and 100 to 125 persons were regularly receiving mail. A sma]
boom camp, consisting of tents, tent houses, shacks and some fairly substay,.
tial homes, sprang up on the upstream side of the mouth of White Canyon Whey
there were several acres of flat, sandy ground. A post office, White Canyon, ¢

"\ was established and a one-room schoolhouse accommodating 30 pupils was
built,

By 1958 the mill had been dismantled, and most of the population had
moved away. Beyond an oil storage tank, a few small pieces of machinery ang
the sandy tailings, there was little to mark the site of the mill. By 1963 the
"town" of White Canyon had become a ghost; the post office had been moved 1o

a location 2 mi. away in Farley Canyon (Historical site 181). (See also Histori.
cal site 196: Moqui Flat.)

3 1S
s 122

2%
ft.

Historical site 196: Moqui Flat

s pet

Also known as White Canyon Bar, this is a flat sandy terrace a few feet
above the Colorado extending along the left bank from the mouth of White Can-
yon to mile 165. 4, a distance of 2 1/2 mi. It is .2 mi. wide in places and is
backed up throughout this distance by an irregular line of steep, rocky slopes
100 to 150 ft. above it on the east.

i VR s A P T TR ST YRS
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The name Moqui Flat dates back to the mining era. Robert B. Stanton
used the name in his diary in 1897 (Crampton and Smith, 1961, 11-14). The
neme White Canyon Bar dates from the opening of the uranium mill at the mouth
of White Canyon (Historical site 78: White Canyon Post Office). The lower end
of the flat, for over a mile above the mouth of Farley Canyon, served as a th
"suburb'' of White Canyon. A number of houses were built there along the base fr
of the ledges on the eastern side of the flat. At mile 164. 3, in the mouth of a
short gulch, there are the remains of two shacks, a tenthouse, and much aban- 1
doned machinery and dimension lumber. The machinery is of the kind that c
might have come from the uranium mill.

o

uranium mill was operating at White Canyon. It was still in use early in 1964;
mail delivered to the White Canyon Post Office was brought in by plane.

On Moqui Bar at mile 164.5 is a ranch built by Frank A. Barrett (Fig. A
19). Mr. Barrett was interviewed at his place on April 27, 1963. He said i
he came into Glen Canyon in March 1937 at a time when no one was living on f
the east side of the river in this area. He located here because of a water sup-
ply. Nearby is a warm spring that has been dammed, and a small reservoir

has been created. The controlled flow from the reservoir is enough to irrigate

F
(
A dirt airstrip 3/4 mi. long, centering at mile 164, was built when the : b
c
v
¢
b
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a small orchard of fruit trees south of the house. From a distance the Barrett
place is marked by a handsome line of tall green poplar trees that stand out in
sharp contrast to the nearby bare soil north and south of the ranch and the sand-
stone bluffs to the east of it. Located immediately on the river bank, the

Barrett place consists of a house, small adjacent buildings and amounts of heavy
farm machinery.

A short distance northeast of the Barrett ranch is another house, owned
by E. A. Williams. At this location a;spring of water has been developed and
a large water tank has been installed for storage. Near the house pens for ani-
mals, many odds and ends of machinery and other objects were noted.

Historical site 177

On a huge block of sandstone balanced on the edge of the bluff about 150
ft. above Moqui Flat at mile 163. 7, there are some prehistoric shield-type
petroglyphs and some Anglo names, deciphered as follows:

B. Hite C. C. Snow
Jan 11th 1889
H R [7°?]
Sept 4 1898

J. C. Glem [2]

Historical site 181: Farley Canyon

Farley Canyon, draining a short watershed of bare soil and rock, enters
the Colorado at mile 163. 1. Utah State Route 95 reaches the Colorado River
from the east by this canyon; it will, however, be rerouted and will swing north
of the Farley Canyon drainage to cross a bridge over Narrow Canyon. About
1 1/2 mi. from the mouth a spring of good water, known as Farley Spring,
comes into Farley Canyon from the north. Just below this the White Canyon
Post Office was established after the uranium mill at the mouth of White Canyon
(Historical site 78) was dismantled. Until he was forced to close down in 1964
by the rising waters of Lake Powell, G. W. Edgell, owner and proprietor,
operated a store, where cold drinks, limited stocks of groceries and gasoline
were available (Fig. 20). In addition to his responsibilities as postmaster and
storekeeper, "Woody' Edgell also operated the Hite ferry. With ample supplies
of water Woody was able to maintain a small lawn in front of his trailer court
home adjacent to the store. \

According to Frank A. Barrett, long a resident of Glen Canyon (see
Historical site 196), the canyon derives its name from Tom Farley who ran
cattle in the region in the 1880's and 1890's. In the Records of the White Canyon
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Mining District, I (Garfield County, Utah, 1885-1897), 83, is a notice by
William H. Schock and Charles A. Drake, March 5, 1889, that they planned ¢t
use the waters of Farley Spring and Creek for placer mining purposes.

Historical site 75: Dandy Crossing

A Dandy Crossing of the Colorado River was the most important and com.
monly used crossing within the Lake Powell area. Others, such as the Cros-
sing of the Fathers (Crampton, 1960, 9-20), Hole-in-the-Rock and Halls
Crossing (Crampton, 1962, 1-15, 50-4) were used for relatively brief periods
of time. The approaches to Dandy Crossing by White Canyon on the east and
North Wash and Trachyte Creek on the wesi were easy and direct, as travel

goes in the canyon country. The name is ascribed to Cass Hite who, after mak. § 2‘;1;
Ing an easy passage across the river, proclaimed it to be a '"dandy" crossing i ant
place. It had probably been used before Hite's arrival in 1883 but no records ﬁ fol
have been found to support this belief. The name Dandy was in use within two F ac:
years after Cass Hite's arrival (Salt Lake Tribune, Feb. 19, 1885) and by the thi
time his brother John P. Hite arrived in 1888 it was widely known (J. P. Hite, ; (K
1929). >
Dandy Crossing, also called Hite Crossing, was located up- or down- ar
stream some distance, depending on the stage of water in the river, from the { co
mouth of White Canyon at mile 162.9. It was a low water crossing when boats ’, W1
were not used. Inlow water a huge sandbar about 1 mi. long appears between 4 gu
about mile 162.5 and 163.5 on the left side of the river. At low water stages 1 wl
one could wade to the sandbar from the left bank and then swim animals or ve
stock across the main channel close to the right bank, striking the right bank M
above the settlement at Hite (Historical site 73). i Cl
W
Dandy Crossing was not a ford, although there is an occasional refer-
ence to times when it was possible to wade stock across. In the winter of
1892-3, W. H. Edwards (1929, 1928, 1940-1) stated that stock waded across : te
the river and did not need to swim. A writer in the Salt Lake Tribune,Feb. 19, - ir
1885, refers to Dandy Crossing as a ''good ford, " a "hog back' on the bottom a;
creating shallow water. But this was unusual. Most of those who crossed in e
the horse and buggy days had to swim their animals. 0’
g
For some time after Hite's arrival in Glen Canyon in 1883, there appear oy
to have been no boats on hand regularly for the convenience of persons desiring £
to cross the river. The writer in the Salt Lake Tribune, Feb. 19, 1885, who |8
was reporting on the gold rush, noted that some parties had built four small 3
boats out of cottonwood trees large enough to carry persons across as well as
wagons in pieces. But apparently no regular passenger service developed. T, ; ¢
Mitchell Prudden (1906, 43-51) tells of the trials his party had in crossing the 1 2
river. He came in from the east by way of White Canyon. Arrived at the .
C
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river he fired a shot to attract those on the other side. When he had done so
he yelled to them to send the boat across. The reply was, ''They ain't no boat;
ye can't git over.' Upstream, where the Harshberger ferry (Historical site
176) was later put into operation, they found a 10-ft., leaky boat with which
t_hgy managed to get their gear across and to tow the animals.

Charles Siringo (1927, 212-14, 234), Pinkerton and Union Pacific detec-
tive, tells of using Dandy Crossing in pursuit of outlaws. Certainly Dandy Cros-
sing was a better one than that at Spanish Bottom (Historical site 2530), and it
seems accurate to say that it was probably used by outlaws more frequently.
The approaches by way of White Canyon, North Wash or Trachyte Creek were
direct and relatively easy. And after the arrival of Hite in 1883 and the begin-
ning of the Glen Canyon gold rush there was something of an opportunity to get
supplies--plus small likelihood of running into the law. Operatives like Siringo,
and peace officers, seemed to have come into the canyon only when they were
following a trail. Kelly (1959, 151) writes of rustlers driving stolen cattle
across the river in herds of 500 head; Hickman (1924) says much the same
thing. Matt Warner, for a time one of the Wild Bunch on Robbers Roost wrote
(King, 1940) of the use made of Dandy Crossing by assorted outlaws.

The horse and wagon years lasted well into the 20th century in the Hite
area; it was not until 1946 that a reasonably good dirt road for automobiles was
completed across the canyon country between Hanksville and Blanding by way of
White Canyon and North Wash. The formal opening of this road and the inau-
guration of regular auto ferry service took place at Hite on September 17, 1946,
when Utah Governor Herbert B. Maw and other dignitaries were present. A
verbatim record of the ceremonies and speeches by Harry Aleson and Governor
Maw and others, together with photographs, has been preserved (Rice, 19486).
Charles Kelly (1947) wrote an article on the new road and ferry; Muench (1952)
wrote one after the ferry had been in operation a few years.

The opening of this route was the work of local citizens living in the
terminal towns, Utah state agencies, and of A. L. Chaffin, who moved to Hite
in 1932 (see Historical site 72: Trachyte Bar). Chaffin before 1946 had man-
aged to open a road of sorts following the wagon route up North Wash, and he
even put a crude ferry into operation. A. L. Chaffin built the ferry put into
Operation in 1946, a pontoon craft, ingeniously powered with an automobile en
gine that pulled itself across the river guided by a cable. Some of the equip-
ment used in the construction of the ferry was brought by Chaffin from mining
sites down river. The tightener for the pull cable on the ferry had originally
been the bull wheel on the drilling rig at Oil Seep Bar (Crampton, 1962, 35-6).

The ferry was put in operation below Dandy Crossing at mile 162.5 in
an elbow bend in the river. The right bank approach was right at the settle-
ment of Hite (Historical site 73). Although it was remodeled a number of times,
the ferry remained in operation (Fig. 21) until June 5, 1964, when it was taken
out of service in public ceremonies sponsored by the Utah Department of




\

Highways. The State of Utah since 1947 maintained an interest in the ferry
operation to insure continuity of service and within the last few years was ac-
tual owner of the facility. G. W. Edgell of White Canyon was the last operatoyp
The peak years for this historic ferry, the last to operate on the Colorado, .
were probably those when the uranium boom was at its height and when the mi)
at the mouth of White Canyon was operating.

Historical site 176: Harshberger Ferry

During the years 1905-1907 there was an unusual rise in the price of
copper, which stimulated prospecting for the metal throughout the sandstone
canyon country where 'blanket veins'' are occasionally found. In 1907 and 1908
Benjamin Harshberger developed some copper proépects in White Canyon near
Fry Canyon and brought his machinery into the area from the railhead at Green
River by way of Hanksville and North Wash. To cross the Colorado he built a
cable ferryboat 28 ft. long, 12 ft. wide, with a draft of 15 in., and installed it
in the river at mile 165. 8. This was 3. 3 mi. above the later cable ferry at
Hite. Across this ferry Harshberger carried ore from his White Canyon mine.
Harshberger in 1929 testified briefly about the ferry; see also Butler, et al.

(1920, 619-21). It has not been ascertained how long this ferry was in operation.

On the right bank of the Colorado there is a large anchor post 18 in. in
dia. and standing 7 ft. above the ground (Fig. 22). It is notched at the bottom
to prevent the ferry cable from slipping over the top. A few odd scraps of met-
al and equipment were noted in the vicinity of this post. There is a graded
roadbed from the post to the river's edge 40 fi. away. On the opposite side of
the river, at the extreme upper end of Moqui Flat (Historical site 196) no evi-
dence was found of the ferry. A few bits of green copper mineral were noted,
probably spilled from Harshberger's ore sacks.

Historical site 73: Hite

Historical site 74: Dandy Crossing Bar

Historical site 72: Trachyte Bar

Historical site 71: Trachyte Creek

Historical site 77: Swett Cabin

The biggest settlement in the entire Lake Powell area was the "town'' of
Hite located near the extreme upper end of Dandy Crossing Bar on the right
bank at mile 162.4. Dandy Crossing Bar is a flat, sandy terrace at the base of
rounded gravel-capped hills extending from mile 162.5+, where it pinches out,
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to Trachyte Creek at mile 161. 6 where it is nearly 1/4 mi. wide. Trachyte
Bar is a continuation of this terrace south of Trachyte Creek, extending down-
siream to mile 160. 7 where it pinches out beneath some precipitous bluffs.
The two bars together are nearly 2 mi. in length and compose one of the larg-
est flatland areas within Glen Canyon. A running flow of water in Trachyte

reek, which divides this distance about equally, has made it possible to bring
limited amounts of the land under irrigation as well as to provide water for
placer mining in the gravels of the benches back of the flat bars.

Settlement in this area dates back to prehistoric times; there are num-
bers of ruins and remains in the area. About 100 ft. above Dandy Crossing
Bar and north of the river 1/2 mi., opposite mile 161.8, there is a low rectan-
gular wall; about 40 ft. above Trachyte Bar and north of the river about 3/8 mi.
on a sloping gravel bench is a badly collapsed ruin that has obviously been dug
into many times. About 3 mi. up Trachyte Creek and bordering the creek on
the west side there is a large talus block with petroglyphs on all four sides.
Those and other prehistoric remains are described briefly by Lister (1959).

At the base of the low wall separating Dandy Crossing Bar from the
gravel-covered hills to the northof'it, and at a point 1/4 mi. east of Trachyte
Creek there is a small gulch in the mouth of which there are a number of pet-
roglyphs including human figures with triangular-shaped bodies, geometric
designs and animals (Lister, 1959, 58). Just above the petroglyphs is a small
reservoir with a breached dam. On the low sandstone walls on both sides of
the mouth of this gulch there are a number of Anglo names, some in the vicin-
ity of the petroglyphs. The legible names were transcribed as follows:

[In letters about 8 in. high]: .

E. Collier
Hite Sept 19th A.D. 1883 C E S
(Fig. 23) Stuart Wyllie 1911
Chas. Russell November 4, 1914 F. J. Hatt July 24th. .09
G. R. Bacon S. Wyllie Feb. 11, 1912
Rex Pendleton D W
Cassell Weiler ''23" J R B Julyl2 / 18
R. Weiler Fred Hill
I. B. G. S. Ru ----11 Nov 4 1914
S. Wyllie June 10 1904 George Faux Aug 23 1923,
Hite Aug 4 '81 [877?] Moroni, Utah
Hite City - Maud Pa ----- n Aug 20 1920

The Hite signature, September 19, 1883, may be taken as the probable
date of Cass Hite's arrival in Glen Canyon; the signature presumably was put
Up by Hite at a later date. Overhanging rocks in the signature area provided a
Protected camping spot that probably served Hite upon his arrival, and subse-
QUuently numbers of other persons. Within a few years some log cabins were
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put up at the present location of Hite on the river bank at mile 162.5. This wag :

just below Dandy Crossing (Historical site 75) and precisely at the right bank
terminus of the Hite ferry. '

In an interview in 1960 A. L. Chaffin, of Teasdale, Utah, said that proh. |

ably the first white occupant of the Hite area was one Joshua Swett, a sqgaw may,
and alledgedly a horse thief who stole animals on one side of the river and solq
them on the other. Chaffin said that Swett arrived in 1872 and built a log cabip
at the mouth of Swett Creek, a tributary.,of Trachyte Creek 4 mi. above the
mouth. When Cass Hite arrived Swett left and Hite, according to Chaffin,
moved the Swett cabin down to Hite, where it was the first permanent building,
This building has remained standing ever since, and it has been the principal
visible remainder of the original location of Hite (Fig. 24). It is about 200 ft,
upstream from the modern buildings. An examination was made of the area at

the mouth of Swett Creek but no remains were found; Hunt (1953, 24) refers to
a cabin there.

The old cabin of notched log construction measured 9 by 12 ft. inside
dimension; it had one window and one door. Old photographs of Hite show the
cabin in its present position. A. L. Chaffin stated in 1960 that when additional
buildings were put up at Hite the old cabin was converted into a cook shack.
Nearby the foundations outlines of another building about 15 by 25 ft. were
noted; bits of iron and purple glass were also seen among the brush that has
grown up over the site. North of the cabin about 75 ft. there are the remains
of a stone-walled dugout room used for storage purposes.

As the result of Cass Hite's discovery of gold in Glen Canyon in 1883
and the subsequent arrival of numbers of men in the canyon a post office was
established at Hite in June or July 1889. Homer J. Hite was named the first
postmaster, a position that he held until 1896 when he was succeeded by his
uncle John P. Hite. John held the position until the post office was discontin-
ued in 1914, the year that Cass Hite died at his Ticaboo Ranch (Historical site
62). Both Homer and John Hite in 1929 testified of their experience in Glen
Canyon. The Hites operated a small store in conjunction with the post office
to serve the miners and others who came through. The post office and store
were most appreciated by river parties coming through the canyons who re-
ceived mail there and news of the outside world. Throughout all the time it

operated the mail was brought in by horseback from the railhead at Green River,
a distance of about 120 mi.

Hite was also the headquarters for the Henry Mountains and the White
Canyon mining districts. Far removed from the county seats covering Glen
Canyon and having no laws to guide them in the location and working of mining
claims, the miners and prospectors promptly made their own. On December
3, 1883, meeting at Hermit Brown's mine, nine men, including Cass Hite,
Secretary, and Lewis P. Brown, Chairman, formulated a set of laws governing
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the Henry Mountains Mining District. The boundaries of this district extended
from the mouth of the Dirty Devil to Halls Crossing and included all of the Henry
Mountains. The laws specified the amount of ''discovery work'' to hold a claim;
penalties for "claim jumping' were set out; qualifications for membership in

the district were given; and regulations governing amendments were specified.

In 1887 the White Canyon Mining District, with a similar set of regula-
tions, was organized (Cass Hite, Secretary). This adjoined the Henry Moun-
tains Mining District at the Colorado River and included an area of comparable
size east of it. The Glen Canyon miners, of course, followed federal mining
statutes but to them they added their own regulations. This had been common
practice in the remote mining districts in the American West since the Califor-
nia gold rush, 1848-1858.

The regulations of the two districts specified that claims located within
them might be recorded in the books maintained for the purpose by the recorder
of the district. The original records of the White Canyon Mining District, Cass
Hite, recorder, with entries also by John P. Hite, Ben R. Hite, Homer J.

Hite, George L. Gilham, and others have been preserved. Intwo volumes,
covering the period from 1885-1897, they are on file in the Recorder's Office
for Garfield County at Panguitch, Utah. No similar record for the Henry
Mountains Mining District has been found. A review of the two volumes of the
records of the White Canyon district reveals that locations on both sides of the
Colorado in Glen Canyon were filed therein. The two books constitute a pri-
mary source of information on mining in Glen Canyon during the period. The
first page of volume 1 is reproduced in Fig. 25. After 1897, with somewhat
Improved transportation, mining location notices were filed in the appropriate
county recorders' offices. The rules and regulations of the Henry Mountains
Mining District can be found in Deeds A (1883-1884), Recorder's Office, Gar-
field County, Panguitch; that of the White Canyon Mining District in Miscellan-
eous Record B (1884-1906), Recorder's Office, San Juan County, Monticello.

A considerable amount of mining was done in the Hite area during the
boom period before the turn of the century, particularly on the gravel-capped
hills above Dandy Crossing Bar, although the better mining localities appar-
éntly were farther downstream. The gravel terraces are notable on both sides
of the Colorado below North Wash and are particularly prominent in the Hite
area on both sides of the mouth of Trachyte Creek. Hunt (1953, 221) reports
€vidence of placer mining at the bars about Hite up to 250 ft, above the river,
Immediately north of Hite about 1/4 mi. and at a level about 100 ft. above it
there is considerable evidence of placer mining. In this area are visible the
remains of a ditch used to convey water to this locality from the west, perhaps‘r_
as far away as Trachyte Creek, although the ditch could not be traced that far.
In an interview in 1960 A. L. Chaffin, of Teasdale, Utah, stated that Cass
Hite had brought water from Trachyte Creek to put on this bar. He said an
elaborate trestle had been built, in one place over 1000 ft. long and rising over
30 ft, high, to convey water in a flume. When heavy winds blew over the
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structure the enterprise was temporarily abandoned. The ditch winds about oy
contour and it is apparent in places that flumes had been built to carry the wat,
across gulleys. Small pieces of boards were noticed in these places but no P
flume sections were found.

About 1 1/4 mi. up Trachyte Creek there is a small reservoir at the
‘mouth of a short canyon draining into the creek from the northeast. Above thig
reservoir for a distance of about 1 mi. there is a ditch paralleling the creek;
it reaches the grade of the creek in about that distance, where at one time therg
was probably some sort of diversion dam. The reservoir was dry when it wag
examined on March 19, 1962 and it did not appear that water had been brought
through the intake ditch for some time. It was not clear from these physical
remains where released water would go other than be returned to the bed of the
stream.

Trachyte Creelk, named by A. H. Thompson (1875, 141) of the Powell
Survey in 1872, drains portions of all of the peaks of the Henry Mountains ex-
cept Mt. Pennell. The lower 15 mi. of the creek flows through a steep but
passable canyon that served as one of the main entryways for wagons into Glen
Canyon during the gold rush years.
and more subject to flooding, and it was eventually abandoned as & wagon route
in favor of North Wash. Through its lower canyon course flows a constant
stream of water but this sinks into the coarse gravel near the mouth, which is
frequently dry on the surface. Cass Hite is reported to have made the initial
gold discovery in the mouth of the creek (Gregory and Moore, 1931, 147).
Robert B. Stanton in 1897 planned to dam Trachyte Creek and use its waters as
far down Glen Canyon as 20 mi. (Crampton and Smith, 1961, 19-20).

The removal of the post office from Hite in 1914 marks the end of the
initial boom period in Glen Canyon engendered by the discovery of gold years
before. Thereafter the population of the canyon declined to very small num -
bers, increasing only as various developing interests--oil prospecting, for
example, in the 1920's--brought them back again. Rising and descending inter-
est in Glen Canyon was probably always reflected in the small settlement at
Hite, the principal entrance to the upper part of the canyon. During the Great
Depression that began in 1929, there was a new wave of interest in the gold
potentialities of the canyon and numbers of prospectors worked along the river
below Hite confining their operations, largely, to the bars that had been devel-
oped at an earlier day.

A. L. Chaffin, in an interview in 1960, stated that he had mined for gold
in Glen Canyon around the turn of the century and returned to the area during
the depression. In 1932 he bought out the interests of Orrin Snow and built a
comfortable ranch on Trachyte Bar. The ranch was located about 1/2 mi. west
of Trachyte Creek and about .2 mi. from the Colorado River at mile 161. 3 at
the foot of a gravel-covered bench. Upon beginnings already made before he
arrived Chaffin developed the property extensively.
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When the Chaffin Ranch was examined in 1960, 1961 and 1962 it was
abandoned. The physical improvements consisted of a two-room house about
15 by 24 ft. (half of adobe), a large tool shed and machine shop, and a complex
of animal pens and corrals (some covered) for the confinement of cattle and
horses, chickens and pigs. The pigpen was made of upright slabs of sandstone;
a small chicken house was in the form of a miniature log cabin. The buildings
were surrounded by shade trees and rose bushes, and grapevines, and there
was evidence of a lawn. Nearby were six rows of fruit trees including figs,
pears, and other species. Toward the river away from the ranch were more
rows of fig and other fruit trees, and between the ranch house and Trachyte

Creek there were perhaps 20 to 25 acres of irrigated land, probably at one
time in alfalfa.

[rrigation water for the Chaffin Ranch was supplied by ditches from
Trachyte Creek and from a small reservoir on the west side of the creek about
1/2 mi. from the mouth. The system of ditches for the irrigation of the fields
between the creek and the ranch was clearly evident and a trunk line ditch ran
to the area above the ranch and to an area below it toward the river where
there were a few more fruit trees (apricot?). There was a small pond area
just below the animal corrals.

Odds and ends of farming equipment (harrow, seeder, rake, scraper,
plough, mower, wagon parts) and castoff objects indicative of a nearly self-
sufficient home and ranch in a remote area were scattered all about (machine
and automobile parts, harness, wire, lumber, a barrel for making wine,
household equipment, water wheel, iron stove).

The formal ceremonies for the opening of the Hanksville-Blanding road
and the inauguration of the ferry were held at the Chaffin Ranch on September
17, 1946 (Rice, 1946). To provide suitable accommodations for Governor
Herbert B. Maw, a one-room frame building was built for the occasion (Fig.
26). This, the "Governor's Mansion, " still stands at the Chaffin Ranch.

West of the Chaffin Ranch to the end of Trachyte Bar there are other
®vidences of human activity. About 500 ft. southwest of the Chaffin place is a
crude shack of recent vintage near the river at mile 161. 1. Below this, of
older date, the foundations for a water wheel and a 50 ft. long guy cable were
7oted in a very brushy part of the bar at mile 160.8. Along the base of the
Sluffs at the extreme lower end of the bar there are evidences of recent urani-
“M prospecting including a ditch and short adits.

A. L. Chaffin, in addition to the improvements made at his ranch at
TraChyte Bar, also put up some more modern buildings at Hite about 200 ft.
OWnstream from the old site and about 75 ft. below the right bank approach
to the ferry. These consisted of a three-room house with an adjacent tool
Shed ang machine shop, and a building to serve the public beneath which there
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was basement storage. Farther downstream under willow trees along the Tivey
bank three tent houses were built for the use of the traveling public. There
was a spot of lawn, a garden plot, and when I first saw the place in 1949 it wgg
a charming oasis. During the last few years before being flooded by Lake
Powell these buildings were not in active use, though G. W. Edgell at White
Canyon maintained them and made the limited facilities available to tourists,
mainly river parties who used the site as a point of departure for the down-
stream run. Trailer houses and odds and ends of equipment including that useq
in ferry operation and road maintenance remained at the site in 1963.

For some time a weather station was maintained at Hite, and this equip\'
ment, consisting of wind and rain gauges, was in place in April 1963. Atop the

gravel benches 1/4 mi. north of Hite is a modern frame house with asbestos ;
siding and an aluminum roof, said locally to have been built by the U.S. govern. ; wi
ment. It was not occupied in 1963. i be
$ 1o
Along the river bank on Dandy Crossing Bar between Hite and the mouth ¥ D-
of Trachyte Creek there are a number of recent houses and other developments § H:
of recent date. At one time water to irrigate some of this flatland was brought § K
from the same trunk ditch used to supply water to the Chaffin Ranch. Water E b
was carried across Trachyte Creek in a suspension flume (Fig. 27) and was S
then conveyed in an open ditch 3/4 mi. with feeder ditches located within this D
distance. The most extensive spread along the river on Dandy Crossing Bar d
is the Ruben Nielsen ranch at mile 162. 1 consisting of about 20 acres, some of = (S

it under cultivation, including grape vines and fruit trees. Dark green poplar
trees, in sharp contrast to the red cliffs, mark the location of the ranch from
a distance. The living quarters consisted of three tent houses, and there was
much equipment old and new about the place when it was visited in 1962. Part
of the Nielsen place then was being used to park boats and equipment belonging .
to the ""Johannes Colorado River Safaris' at Price, Utah. At mile 161.8 a

pueblo-type structure and a partly built hogan-type building, a shed and a dug-
out were noted. These had the appearance of having been built as some sort of ,
resort. Just upstream from the mouth of Trachyte Creek there was a box-type 1
building of recent construction and a 50-gallon water tank mounted on a stand L
15 ft. high. Both of these latter places were abandoned in 1962. " *

Historical site 76:‘ Hospital Canyon

This is a short northern canyon tributary of Trachyte Creek about 2 mi.
above its mouth. It is reported by Hunt (1853, 23) to have been used by resi-
dents in the Hite area as an easily fenced area in which to keep sick cattle.
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Historical site 82: | Schock Bar

This is a flat sandy terrace extending along the right bank from mile
166.5 to mile 165.7; it is known locally as Schock Bar after W, H. Schock who
prospected extensively in Glen Canyon. His name is identified with other
places downstream (see Crampton, 1962, 34-9). The only sign of placer gold
mining at the site was in the form of prospect pits on rounded gravel knolls
bordering the bar at about mile 166. 3. Near the river bank at mile 166. 2 there
are two stone chimneys standing, facing each other about 36 ft. apart, all that
remains of a dwelling. This is named the Kohler cabin on the topographic map
accompanying Hunt's work on the Henry Mountains (1953).

The cabin may have been built or used at one time by A. F. Kohler who
was killed by Cass Hite in a gun fight at Green River. Bad blood had developed
between the two men. Kohler had been in Glen Canyon since 1889 and is known
to have done placer mining in the North Wash area (see Hunt, 1953,17). In
Denver Kohler seems to have discouraged certain capitalists from investing in
Hite's gold properties in Glen Canyon. In Green River on September 9, 1891,
Kohler publicly threatened to kill Hite and when the latter went to ask him about
the threats a gun fight resulted. The event was reported in the Salt L.ake Tribune
September 10-11; the trial, held at Provo, Utah, was reported in the same pa-
per, February 27-March 10, 1892; sentenced to 12 years for second degree mur-
der, Hite was pardoned by Governor Caleb W. West on November 29, 1893
(Sait L.ake Tribune, November 30, 1893).

The Harshberger ferry (Historical site 176) was located on Schock Bar.

Historical site 81: Grubstake Bar -

Grubstake Bar consists of a narrow gravel-covered bank between mile
160. 4 and 161 on the left side of the Colorado together with a large island, sub-
Mmerged when the river is at high tide and separated from the shore by a narrow,
Shallow channel at other times. A placer mining site, it is sometimes confused
With the adjoining Dorothy Bar (Historical site 80).

The only evidence of mining on the bar is at the exireme upper end, at
Mile 161, where there are extensive workings. Several timbered adits have
been driven into the gravel terrace and into the gravel bank of the river. In
1962 the shell of a 15 by 20 ft. board cabin was standing, and a profusion of
°dds and ends of mining equipment and household effects were scattered about.
Four small fig trees and three mulberry trees were growing nearby. At the
Flver's edge a wooden hopper for holding gravel and two rotary gravel screens
Were noted near large amounts of tailings. A shop area was located near one
°f the adits. West of the dwelling about 300 ft. the stone foundations of anoth-
€r cabin and a fireplace were seen. A set of three iron wheels on one axle was
Noted in this area.

\
\
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The placer workings at this site and most of the odds and ends scattereq
about are of fairly recent date, perhaps about 15 to 20 years. Hunt (1953, 221)
states that the Grubstake was being worked in 1939. The late Louis Chaffin in
an interview in 1959 said that the Grubstake claim is where Cass Hite first
mined. According to Chaffin he tunneled into the gravel bank for the best valueg
See also Historical site 80: Dorothy Bar. '

3

Historical site 80: Dorothy Bar

This is a wide gravel bar on the left side of the river between mile 159, ¢
and 160.4. It adjoins the Grubstake Bar (Historical site 81), with which it has
been confused, on the north. It is probable that the name Dorothy Bar may have
been the earlier name applied to both areas. The name appears in the Records
of the White Canyon Mining District, I (Garfield County, 1887-1890, 30) in 1888
but Grubstake Bar does not appear in the earlier records. The only sign of min-
ing activity noted was at mile 159. 6 where a uranium prospect was located.

This consisted of a long adit driven into the talus slope 1/4 mi. from the river.
See also Historical site 182: Illinois Bar.

Historical site 182: Illinois Bar

This is a long gravel bar on the left side between mile 158. 2 and 158. 8.
It is separated from the actual bank of the river by a narrow channel which,
when the river is high, would make of the bar an island. Illinois Bar was the
name commonly employed, 1897-1901, the years when Robert B. Stanton was
engaged in mining operations for the Hoskaninni Company. In his diary Stanton
mentions the bar a number of times as an important placer mining locality
(Crampton and Smith, 1961, 21, 29, 55, 58, 140).

There is no evidence remaining of placer mining on the bar itself; it is
subject to flooding at the highest stages of the river.

This entire section of the river on both sides below Hite has been exten-
sively prospected during the uranium boom of the 1950's. There is much evi-
dence of prospecting: roads have been bulldozed along steep hillsides; claim
stakes are frequently seen; small adits and dumps appear here and there. A
long adit has been driven into the bank at Dorothy Bar (see Historical site 80),
and at the lower end of Illinois Bar, mile 158. 2, there is an extensive uranium
operation in the base of the steep talus slope. A long adit has been driven into
the bluff; tracks for ore cars were in place and there were several of the cars
about; a water pipe and air vent were in place in the adit; a trailer house was
located at the campsite nearby; there were numbers of prospect pits in the
area. From appearances on August 2, 1961, when the site was visited, the
camp had been used within the last year or two. A road from the mouth of
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White Canyon reaches this location by winding about the steep slopes on the side
of the canyon; a branch of it leads to the uranium prospect on Dorothy Bar.

Historical site 187: Big Rock Rapid

At mile 158. 1 in the channel of the Colorado near the left bank, there is
a huge block of sandstone. The boulder delta of Fourmile Creek, on the right
side, deflects the channel against the block. At low river stages there is a
short rapid that was somewhat troublesome in rowboat days because of the big
rock in the channel. It is mentioned by name by Stanton on November 10, 1897
(Crampton and Smith, 1961, 23, 1532),

Historical site 186: Two Mile Creek

Two Mile Creek heads on the eastern slopes of Mt. Holmes in the Henry
Mountains and enters the Colorado on the right at mile 159.5. The name de-
rives from the fact that it is exactly 2 mi. below Hite.

Historical site 185: Four Mile Canyon

Four Mile Canyon heads on the slopes of Mt. Ellsworth and Mt. Holmes
in the Henry Mountains and reaches the Colorado on the right at mile 158. That
it is about 4 mi. (actually 4.5) below Hite probably accounts for the name, a
usage that extends back at least to 1893 (Garfield County, Records of the White
Canyon Mining District, II, 177).

An old graded road crosses the creek bed near the mouth of the canyon
(see Historical site 69: Cape Horn). On a sandstone block alongside this road,
on the upstream side of the canyon, is the inscription ''4 Mile." There is a
crude gate and fence across this road about . 1 mi. upstream from the mouth of
the creek. About 1/4 mi. downstream from the creek on two huge talus sand-
stone blocks there are a few petroglyphs. On a flat at the mouth of the canyon
a crude hitching rack for horses was noted.

There was no sign of mining activity near the mouth of the canyon.
Robert B. Stanton, on November 29, 1899, mentions an Eli Flat near Four
Mile Canyon (Crampton and Smith, 1961, 93). This might be the narrow sandy

terrace extending downstream from the mouth about 1/2 mi. .



Historical site 192

At mile 156.5 on the left bank on a rocky ledge at the river's edge a cop._
roded pump and wire hose were found. This was on August 3, 1961, at a low
state of water. Downstream 100 ft. from this location a gear shift knob was
seen protruding from the water indicating an automobile engine. It was not ap.

‘parent why this equipment was in this location; there are no prospects on the
‘bank which is steep and full of ledges. There may have been some placer min-
ing on the gravels of the river bottom at this point at an even lower stage of
water.

bif
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Historical site 70: Curiosity Flat i ne

' H

This is an open, flat, sandy bar between mile 155. 8 and 156. 4 on the ir

left bank. Although the name dates from the placer mining period, no indication ¥ B

of this activity was seen. (Erroneously reported as Lonesome Flat by Crampton 1]

1959, 103, see Historical site 183.) The name is used as early as 1889 in a

mining location notice (Garfield County, Records of the White Canyon Mining

District, I, 146-7); it also appears in Stanton's Hoskaninni Papers for 1897 and !

1898 (Crampton and Smith, 1961, 21-4 58-9). I3

C

i

Historical site 183: Lonesome Flat

This is a long, open bar between mile 156.8 and mile 157. 3 on the right
bank. It is mentioned in the literature of the gold mining period by Stanton
(Crampton and Smith, 1961, 21-4) but there was no indication of any mining
activity. A few location stakes placed by recent uranium prospectors were
noted.

Historical site 68: Narrow Gauge Flat

This is a long, narrow, sandy terrace between mile 153.7 and 155.1 on
the left side of the Colorado. Low bluffs about 50 ft. high border the terrace a
short distance back from the river. The name dates from the placer mining
period in Glen Canyon but an examination of the central portion of the bar,
where there are considerable amounts of gravel in the bank, revealed no sign
of gold mining. On both sides of the mouth of Scorup Canyon, entering the
Colorado at mile 154. 5, there are several petroglyphs and some red pictographs
on the occasional smooth surfaces of the bluffs. Robert B. Stanton, who noted
the name in his diary November 12, 18, 1897, also mentioned these petroglyphs
and sketiched some of them in his notebook (Crampton and Smith, 1961, 23-4,
Fig. 7). See Lipe, et al. (1960, 132-40), for an archeological investigation of
the site.
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Historical site 197: Scorup Canyon

This is a short canyon entering the Colorado on the left at mile 154.3,
bisecting Narrow Gauge Flat (Historical site 68). It was probably named after
J. A. Scorup, pioneer cattleman in San Juan County, who ran cattle in this area
before the end of the 19th century.

Historical site 69: Cape Horn

Cape Horn, or The Horn, describes a long U-shaped bend in the
Colorado 3 mi. long between mile 154 and mile 157. The distance across the
neck of the loop, called the '""Notch, " is less than 1/2 mi. The name Cape
Horn dates from the gold mining period; it appears in 1888 in a location notice
in the Records of the White Canyon Mining District, I (Garfield County, 103-4),
Beyond a few prospect holes 50 to 60 ft. above the river at the extreme end of
the loop at mile 155.8, no sign of mining activity was noted.

As part of the assessment work undertaken for the Hoskaninni Company,
1898-1900, Robert B. Stanton undertook the construction of a wagon road from
Hite down the right side of the river to Cape Horn. It was 10 ft. wide and cut
out of solid rock in places. This road may still be seen in a number of places;
it crosses Two Mile Creek near the mouth and is very close to the bank of the
river on down to Four Mile Canyon. Portions of it were brought back into ac-
tive use during the uranium boom in the 1950's. For details on the Stanton road
see Crampton and Smith (1981, 94-5, 111, 132). In 1897 and 1898 Stanton had
staked out all of Glen Canyon from a point above Hite to Lees Ferry. His plan
was to install a pilot gold dredging plant and if this were successful, he would
then install others up and down the river at selected points. The assessment
work,such as the road building below Hite, and at Hole-in-the-Rock and Lees
Ferry (see Crampton, 1960, 1962) was designed to hold the large number of
mining claims in accordance with federal mining law and to prepare for the in-
stallation of additional dredges. The enterprise was a failure, however.
Crampton and Smith (1961) have edited the diaries and field notebooks Stanton
maintained during the course of this spectacular enterprise, 1897-1901. They
throw much light on the general mining picture in Glen Canyon during this time.

As far as it went the Stanton road below Hite paralleled a trail that was
used by the mining population in Glen Canyon in traveling to and from Hite for
mail and supplies, The trail, shown on River Maps Sheets J and K, followed
along the right bank from Hite downstream to Seven Mile Creek, a distance of
23 1/2 mi. The trail went up the canyon of Seven Mile Creek where it topped \‘
out about a mile from the mouth.
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Historical site 193: Cape Horn Bar-

Cape Horn Bar is a narrow, gravel-capped terrace on the sou’cheastern
side of Cape Horn extending from mile 155. 1 to mile 154, 3. No indication of
mining activity was seen on the bar.

Historical site 114: Monte Cristo Island

Also known as Island No. 1, this is a gravel island nearly 1/2 mi. long
(mile 152-152.45). At the highest levels the island may be entirely covered
with water but most of the time it is exposed. At low stages there may remain
only a shallow channel between the island and the right bank; the main channel
of the Colorado flows close to the left bank under the very shadow of the spec-
tacular landmark known as Castle Butte. In the Records of the White Canyon
Mining District it appears that the "'Monte Cristo Placer Mine' was discovered
by Cass Hite and others on April 2, 1887 (Garfield County, [, 23). The site

was relocated thereafter a number of times; Stanton (Crampton and Smith, 1967,
25) mentions it in 1897.

Since the gold mining period all evidence of placering or other activity
has been obliterated by successive flooding. A piece of heavy sheet metal was
seen near the river's edge on the east side of the island at about mile 152. 3.

Historical site 67: Monte Cristo Bar

Monte Cristo Bar consists of an extensive area of gravel-capped terraces
and hills extending from about 152.5 to mile 151 on the right side of the river.
An examination of the central portion of the bar revealed what appeared to be
recent uranium prospecting at mile 151. 6; this was about 1/4 mi. from the
river and 35 to 40 ft. above it. Short sections of road were seen nearby. Hunt

(1953, 221) reports small gold prospect pits in the area at 100 and 200 ft. levels
above the Colorado.

Historical site 194: Red Canyon

Historical site 66: Castle Butte Bar

Historical site 65: Loper Cabin

Red Canyon, also called Redd Canyon, is a long tributary of the Colorado
heading in the Red House Cliffs and draining the back of a westward dipping
plateau that separates it from White Canyon. It enters the Colorado at mile
149. 8. Throughout Red Canyon the vivid bare rock, red predominating, is
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exposed. During the uranium rush in the 18950's the canyon was accessible to
jeeps from head to mouth; it was possible to cross a low divide in the Red
House Cliffs, near Red House Spring, to reach the head of the canyon; another
access route was from White Canyon by way of Happy Jack mine, the Blue
Notch and Blue Notch Canyon. A trail along and near the left bank of the Colo-
rado reaches the mouth of Red Canyon from Dandy Crossing (Historical site
75). Owing to ease of accessibility the canyon has been one of the gateways
into Glen Canyon, though not matching White Canyon in importance (Historical
site 79) upstream.

Some of the earliest recorded mining locations in the Glen Canyon area
are identified with Red Canyon. On November 9, 10, 11, 20, 1884, Lewis P.
Brown, George and Willard Brinkerhoff, A. M. Lyman, S. M. and E. C.
Behunin and George Baker located several lode claims in '"'Moque Canon'
southeast of Dandy Crossing. No mention is made of the name Red Canyon but
from the description of the locations it seems clear that ''Moque'' is the name
then applied to Red Canyon. One of the claims refers to ''Moque Spring, '' 5 or
6 mi. southeast of Dandy Crossing. This might refer to a large warm spring
in the bed of Red Canyon wash about 3 mi. above the mouth and about 7 or 8
airline miles from Hite. These notices are in (San Juan County, 1884-1906)
Miscellaneous Book B, 1-3. None of those early claims appeared to have been
close to the Colorado River.

1

Upstream from the mouth of Red Canyon, between mile 151 and mile
150 there is a flat, sandy terrace, ranging up to 500 ft. in width, backed up by
a gravel bench sloping from a height of a few feet at the lower end to about 100
ft. above the river at mile 151. These two features bear the name Castle
Butte Bar (also called Adams Bar and Red Canyon Bar). The name comes from
the towering Castle Butte that dominates the site from a position 1 mi. to the
northeast of it.

The human history of the region bordering the Colorado dates back
about 800 years when in Pueblo III times prehistoric Anasazis came in to farm
in the area. While there they built a complex of buildings, the remains of
which have attracted visitors since Powell's arrival in 1869. See Adams (1960,
18) for a list of these visitors. The ruins consist of a small L-shaped, two-
story pueblo flanking a large pit house or kiva located on top and near the edge
of the gravel terrace at mile 150. 3. The walls of the pueblo from the river
stand out on the skyline and have thus attracted many river travelers. DBelow
the pueblo, against the ledges dividing the gravel bench from the sandy ter-
races, the ancient Indians built a line of cliff rooms, some of which were of
two stories. As a part of the salvage operations in Glen Canyon the Universitf*
of Utah Department of Anthropology has excavated and reported on these re-
mains, which have been called the Loper Ruin (Lipe, 1960, 114-35). Robert
B. Stanton in 1897 made some sketches of the ruins (Crampton and Smith,
1961, 26-7, 164).
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During the gold placer mining period the gravel benches of Castle Buty,
Bar were prospected; at mile 151 high on the bluff overlooking the Colorado
and extending back for some distance there are extensive gravel diggings. Ty,
name Red Canyon appears in a gold placer location notice in 1885 (Garfield
County, Records of the White Canyon Mining District, I, 3). Albert "Bert"
Loper, well known river man in later years, from about 1909 to 1914 (Baker,
n. d., 43-6), worked at this site and at that time probably undertook most of
the developments, the remains of which may still be seen. Gravel to be washeq
was scraped into an ore car (in place in 1962) and rolled on wooden tracks to
the edge of the bluff 100 ft. above the river; the gravel was there dumped into
a chute that would carry it to the edge of a second ledge. At that point the de-
scending gravel could be deflected to a large cone of gravel immediately on the
river bank or into a hopper; that in the hopper, presumably, would be the first
to be washed for gold content.

To obtain water for their placer mining operation Loper is said to have
dammed Red Canyon Creek (Baker, n.d., 43). The remains of a ditch are to « cé
be seen extending some distance up Red Canyon. The ditch swung sharply i = R
around a point at the mouth of the canyon and then followed along the base of
the bluff supporting the gravel benches above to the placer site at the river's
edge at mile 151. It is possible that water might have been pumped from the river. ol
for mining purposes. It was evident that a large amount of gravel had been
washed at this site and there was still gravel in the hopper, which had nearly
collapsed. Small pieces of screening used in sluice boxes were found at the
location. Hunt (1953, 17, 221), reports that Castle Butte Bar was one of the
productive gold bars in Glen Canyon; Bert Loper reported to them that he ob-
tained values up to 61 cents per yard at the mine.

o0 E

Just upstream from the mouth of Red Canyon at mile 150. 1, attractively
situated under the shade of cottonwoods and within 100 ft. of the river bank, is
the Loper Cabin. This is a one-room structure about 11 by 15 ft. made of
square hewn logs. It faces east; there are three windows and a stone fireplace
is located on the west side. Adjoining the cabin on the north side is a small,
roofed room built of sandstone slabs to serve as a storage room. Adjoining
the cabin on the west are the rock slab foundations, in varying heights, of anoth-
er cabin 11 by 15ft. This may have been an older structure (see Fig. 39,
Crampton, 1959).
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Actually, Bert Loper, though one of the best known, was only one of
several occupants. The cabin may have been built by one A. P. Adams who
was resident at the mouth of Red Canyon where he was prospecting about the
turn of the century. Bert moved to the site in 1909 and stayed there alone until
1914. He named the place the "Hermitage.' He brought in a few pieces of
farm machinery and with water from the ditch that also supplied his placer mine
at the head of Castle Butte Bar he irrigated an acre or two near the cabin. The
furrowed rows east of the cabin may be seen clearly. Subsequent occupants




have also farmed in the area. Henderson (1952) found a family farming there
at a recent date.

Red Canyon has for some time been used as a winter range for the
Scorup-Somerville Cattle Company. J. A. Scorup (see biography by Stena
Scorup, 1944) in the 1890's ran cattle along the east bank of the Colorado River
in San Juan County. Bert Loper, during his residence at the Hermitage, is said
to have worked for Scorup (Baker, n.d., 43-6). Another resident, William
Carpenter, who was there when the Bernheimer (1922-1930) expedition came
along in 1929, was caretaker for Scorup; he placered gold in his spare time.

During the uranium boom in the 1950's there was much activity through-
out Red Canyon and during that time a one-room house was constructed about
100 yds. north of the Loper cabin; when the site was visited in 1958 a trailer
house was parked by this house. Both were unoccupied at the time. Nearby a
swimming pool about 10 ft. deep had been built but it was dry. A more recent
cabin belonging to one Vinger was noted south of the Loper Cabin on the edge of
Red Canyon wash.

Between the Loper Ruin at mile 150.3 and the Loper Cabin a number of
objects scattered about reflected different times of occupancy: a heavy disc, a
wagon, fencing, an iron stove, bits and pieces of machinery, a few fruit trees.
A mound spring was noted about 75 ft. south of the Loper Cabin. A dirt landing
strip, probably used during the uranium boom, is located on the flat near Loper
Ruin.

Bert Loper did much to stimulate interest in river travel in Glen Canyon.
See his own testimony about his experiences on the river (1929). He served as
a guide for a number of Boy Scout boat trips through the canyons. When he lost
his life in Marble Canyon in 1949 the Scouts erected a stainless steel plaque on
a ledge east of the Hermitage that reads:

"Hermitage of Bert Loper, July 1869 July 1949

Grand Old Man of the Colorado Lived Here 1907 to 1915.
Plaque Placed Here by Boy Scouts of America.

Salt Lake Council."

Many river trippers since Loper's day have stopped to see the old cabin.
and the Loper Ruin upstream a short hike.

Historical site 180: Ticaboo Creek

Historical site 64: Ticaboo Bar No. 1
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Historical site 63: Ticaboo Bar No. 2

Historical site 62: Ticaboo Ranch

Ticaboo Creek drains the eastern slopes of Mt. Ellsworth in the Henry
Mountains; in its middle reaches the creek and its tributaries flow through
..‘deeply entrenched canyons but for over 1 mi. above the mouth the canyon wallg
are 1/2 mi. to 1 mi. apart and the stream flows through a relatively open Valley
It enters the Colorado over an enormous boulder delta at mile 148. 4. ’

Along the right bank in Glen Canyon on either side of the mouth of Ticja.
boo Creek there are extensive gravel-covered benches and small hills. Thesge
extend from about mile 146. 8 to a point opposite the Loper Cabin at mile 151,
These gravel bars have been rather extensively prospected and at a few places
extensive placer mining operations have occurred. The area is particularly
identified with the Hite brothers, and especially Cass Hite, who spent much of
the rest of his life there after his arrival in Glen Canyon in 1883.

The gravel bars were early given the name Ticaboo, or Tickaboo. A
placer mine on Ticaboo Bar, opposite the mouth of Red Canyon, was discovereq
on March 7, 1885, by Cass Hite, Joseph S. Burgess, and Mike Monahan, and
recorded in the (Garfield County) Records of the White Canyon Mining District,
I, 3. To distinguish it from Ticaboo Bar No. 2 below the mouth of Ticaboo
Creek, the upstream bar at some later date was called Ticaboo Bar No. 1.

At a number of places on Ticaboo Bar No. 1 there are prospect pits and
shallow trenches, indications of prospecting. These may be seen alongside the
trail between Hite and Seven Mile Creek (see Historical site 69). At the river's
edge at about mile 149.4, nearly opposite the mouth of Red Canyon, there is a
short ditch and evidence of placer mining. River water was probably used for
washing at this location. Indications of recent uranium prospecting were noted
upstream a short distance from the mouth of Ticaboo Creek.

Ticaboo Bar No. 2 (Fig. 28) was discovered by Cass Hite and Joseph S.
Burgess on July 15, 1885, and recorded by them, along with an adjoining placer,
the Potosi, located the same day, in the (Garfield County) Records of the White
Canyon Mining District, I, 4, 5. Today the entire bar between Ticaboo Creek
and extending downstream nearly 2 mi. is called Ticaboo Bar No. 2. There are
prospect areas within this distance but the most important mining area is at
mile 147.7. Here, just back from the river's edge,there has been extensive
irenching and scraping, and large amounts of gravel have been dumped down the
bank and into the river. One trench, from which large amounts of gravel have
been excavated, was over 10 ft. deep. Odd pieces of equipment--pipe, broken
shovel, tongs, etc. -~were found lying about.




Immediately on the bank of the river at this point was a small one-room
cabin made of assorted pieces of driftwood, complete with small fireplace.
This was the location, identical with the original location of Ticaboo Bar No. 2,
that Cass Hite called the "Bank of Ticaboo'' (Fig. 29), because, as he is re-
ported to have said, he had a lot of gold on deposit there (Hunt, 1833, 17, 24,
221). Hite was very active in promoting his placer interests in Glen Canyon,
and the Bank of Ticaboo was an easy place to show prospective clients the values
to be obtained from Colorado River gravels. Hite appears to have been a strong
believer in the rule that it is easier to mine gold out of an investor's pocket
than it is out of the ground. Robert B. Stanton, who visited the Bank of Ticaboo
during his railroad survey, reported in 1899 that there was a pumping plant in
operation at Ticaboo Bar No. 2 and that the gravel was producing 38 cents in
gold per yard (Crampton and Smith, 1961, 80). Stanton planned to use the water
of Trachyte Creek for mining purposes (Crampton and Smith, 1961, 19-20).
Sometime during the placer mining period a ditch about 1 mi. long was built
from a point on Ticaboo Creek about 1/2 mi. above the mouth to the Bank of
Ticaboo. The ditch may easily be seen as it follows the contour of the gravel
benches.

At the point where Ticaboo Creek emerges from a narrow canyon about
1 mi., from the Colorado River, Cass Hite established a home-~usually called
Ticaboo Ranch--where he lived much of the time that he was in Glen Canyon
after 1883, There, in an open area of about 3 acres alongside Ticaboo Creek,
he built a cabin, the chimney of which is still standing (Crampton, 1959, Fig.
22). From the foundations of the walls the cabin on the outside measured about
18 by 33 ft. and may have consisted of more than one room. Adjoining the
cabin on the west side the foundations of a smaller room, probably used for
storage, were visible. Scattered about the cabin area were odd objects: cast
iron cook stove, shovel, length of pipe, a crudely made wooden chair, a skin
board, a trunk, a wooden drag for leveling ground, and dimension lumber.

The flat on which the cabin is located was fenced; the western portion at
the base of the cliff required no fencing. Sections of the barbed wire were still
in place. South and west of the cabin a few feet and close to Ticaboo Creek was
a barbed wire fence corral and adjacent to it a fenced vineyard. A few of the
vines, though they had not been irrigated in years, still clung to life. When
Julius Stone (1932, 79-80) visited Cass Hite at Ticaboo Ranch, October 23,
1909, his host treated him to grapes, melons fresh off the vine, and was given

a sackful of raisins to take along.

West of the corral and vineyard a few feet is a huge talus block covered!
with petroglyphs on the eastern face and just west of this on the trail leading '
into Ticaboo Canyon is another rock with the name "'Hite" incised upon it.



Hite undoubtedly relied on the waters of Ticaboo Creek for culinary pur-
poses and for irrigation. Normally the creek is running the year around above
the cabin a short distance but it sinks into the sand below the mouth of the nar-
row canyon and comes to the surface only in a few bedrock locations. Above
the cabin about 3/4 mi. there is a good stream of water dropping over a low
waterfall. At that point the creek has cut through a thin wall on a bend and left
a hanging meander that has been used as a corral in recent times. In an inter-
view in 1960 Carlyle Baker, of Teasdale, Utah, stated that there is a trail down
Ticaboo Canyon from the uplands and that cattle have been wintered there.
Numerous deer tracks were seen inthe canyon and in May. 1961 a doe was seen
at the edge of the Colorado below the mouth of Ticaboo at mile 147.5.

In 1914 Cass Hite died at his ranch at Ticaboo and is buried there. The
grave is marked by a rectangular enclosure composed of boards nailed to four
posts (see photograph in Kelly, 1940). Another grave alongside that of Hite,
and with a similar enclosure, is reported to be the resting place of one De Linn,
according to Harry Aleson, of Teasdale, Utah.

Historical site 191: Ticaboo Rapids

This is a stretch of fast water, mile 148. 6 to mile 148, where the Colo-
rado, forced toward the left bank by the huge fan of boulders at the mouth of
Ticaboo Creek, drops down about 6 ft. It is a good, bumpy ride at any stage
of water. The site is usually called Big Ticaboo Rapids or Ticaboo Rapids No.
2, to distinguish it from a smaller and confusing (in low water) stretch of fast
water below the mouth of Red Canyon called Little Ticaboo Rapids, or Ticaboo
Rapids No. 1. See Robert B. Stanton's evaluation of these and other rapids

(Crampton and Smith, 1961, 151-6).

Historical site 179

At mile 147.9 on the left bank and within about 75 ft. of the Colorado
there are a number of petroglyphs on a large block of sandstone. These consist
of geometric designs, bear claws, hands, bird tracks, etc., some of which are
covered with 'desert varnish.' Robert B. Stanton made sketches of these petro-
glyphs on November 29, 1897 (Crampton and Smith, 1961, 27). Turner (1963)
has made a thorough-going study of petrographs in the Glen Canyon region.

Historical site 8l: Pioneer Placer

The Pioneer Placer, adjoining Ticaboo Bar No. 2 on the right bank of
the Colorado, was discovered by J. R. Bush and Allen Osment, Februal.*y_ 10,
1889, according to the (Garfield County) Records of the White Canyon Mining
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District, I, 68, 130-2. According to Hunt (1953, 17) this is one of two patented
claims in Glen Canyon. An examination of Mineral Survey Plat #3523, in the
Survey Office of the Bureau of Land Management, Salt Lake City, reveals that
the Pioneer Placer, 7100 ft. from mineral survey marker no. 2 (see Crampton
and Smith, 1961, 165) located at Good Hope Bar was patented in 1909. This
distance north of Good Hope Bar (Historical site 60) would fix this ground at
about mile 147. The plat shows cuts and pits near the bank of the river. Some
placer diggings were noted on the bank at approximately mile 147. 1 but no de-
tailed examination was made of the site.

Historical site 88: Bessie Bar

This is a large gravel island near the right bank between mile 146.7 and
mile 146.3. It may be entirely submerged during the highest stages of water;
at low stages a narrow channel separates it from the right bank. At mile 146.7
there are six 8 in. pipes standing in a row across the island at right angles to
the Colorado River. These are believed to have been drill test locations made
by Robert B. Stanton, November 9-28, 1898, when he was testing various loca-
tions in Glen Canyon to determine the feasibility of his dredging scheme (Cramp-
ton and Smith, 1961, 59-61, Fig. 11).

Historical site 60: Good Hope Bar

Also known as Good Hope, this is an extended open sandy and gravel bar
on the inside of an elbow bend in the Colorado River on the right bank between
mile 145. 3 and mile 144. It figured prominently in the gold placer mining his-
tory of Glen Canyon as the location of a number of ventures. In the (Garfield
County) Records of the White Canyon Mining District, I, 2, it is revealed that
J. S. Burgess and Cass Hite discovered the Good Hope Placer Mine on February
17, 1887. Cass and his brothers retained an interest in the property for some
time and took others in with them to help develop it. When, in late 1897,

Robert B. Stanton was surveying and staking the canyon in the vicinity, the
Good Hope Placer Mining Company, of which Ben Hite was superintendent, had

‘been organized (Crampton and Smith, 1961, 18, 36). According to Mineral Sur-

vey Plat 3447 on file in the Survey Office of the Bureau of L.and Management,
Salt Lake City, four claims at Good Hope Bar were patented to the Good Hope
Placer Mining Company in 1902. A monument bearing the number of the patent
and "USLM No. 2" (U.S. Location Monument) was set up at Good Hope Bar

(see Fig. 9, Crampton and Smith, 1961) when the survey was made on the
ground by A. D. Ferron in August 1897; the survey of the patented ground ma'de
later at Pioneer Placer (Historical site 61) was tied in to this monument. '




The survey plat of the Good Hope property made in 1897 shows the im-
provements as they were at that time. An area of placer workings is shown
adjacent to which there is the ''Lake Mary Reservoir'' held by two dams, one
184 ft. long and the other 200 ft. long. At the river's edge a water wheel 40 ft,
high is indicated; this delivered water by way of a flume 700 ft. long to the
placer area and to the reservoir. During the course of his surveys and staking
of claims in Glen Canyon preliminary to the formation of the Hoskaninni Com-
pany, Robert B. Stanton, in December 1897, spent several days, including
Christmas, in the vicinity of Good Hope Bar; he mentions the reservoir, flume
and water wheel (see Crampton and Smith, 1961, 18, 32-8, 80). Hunt (1953,
17, 221) has data on the history and workings, as do Butler, et al. (1820, 638).

With this data at hand an examination was made of the Good Hope Bar.
At the extreme upstream end of the bar, at mile 145.4, some iron rings were
found attached to a huge talus block at the water's edge. These, below the high
water mark, were used obviously for mooring boats. The main placer mining
operation on Good Hope Bar was located at the upper end of the bar opposite
mile 145. 3 about . 1 mi. from the river's edge and at the foot of a southern
point of Good Hope Mesa.

With a dry bed ''Lake Mary Reservoir, ' about an acre in extent, was
seen together with the two dams. One, several feet high on the eastern side,
dams the mouth of a shallow gulch thati composed the natural drainage; the
second dam, on the south, was to prevent overflow into the placer areas. A
cut through the gravel bank adjacent to the reservoir permitted the flow of water
by gravity to the area where gravel was to be washed. A section of flume in
place near the mouth of this cut suggests that the sluicing may have taken place
just below the cut (Fig. 30). The placering area consisted of piles of gravel,
cuts, pits and trenches.

From the data on the survey plat it was possible to trace the 700 ft.
course of the flume that led from the water wheel located at the river's edge.
The wheel would have been located at about mile 145. 1. According to Stanton's
diary (Crampton and Smith, 1961, 18), a canal, into which water was deflected
from a point upstream, had been dug along the right bank of the river. Water
from the canal would then operate the "Egyptian' wheel and fill the buckets,
which would empty into the flume 40 ft. above the river, or canal, level. Noth-
ing is to be seen where the wheel was located but it is possible to follow the
course of the flume for about 300 ft. in the vicinity of the area. Bits and pieces
of weathered flume and standards are to be seen here and there. WhenI first
visited this site in 1949 some of the flume supports were still standing. Hunt
(1953, 221) states that the water wheel at Good Hope Bar was later moved to
Olympia Bar (Historical site 58).

East of the placer area and near a grove of small oaks was the head-
quarters of the operation. A roofless rock wall dugout cabin about 12 by 15 ft.
was to be seen and in an adjacent shop area a profusion of -equipment, tools,




and oddments were noted. All were obviously of some age; the area had grown
up with brush and many of the relics were obscured by it. Among the items
noted were these: shovels, post-hole digger, drills with stems 10 ft. long,
bench, heavy sprocket chain and cogwheels, letterpress (Fig. 31), heavy bolts,
counterweights, scrapers, plow, screening, dimension lumber and old camp
litter.

Good Hope Bar has been the scene of some uranium prospecting. An
airstrip south of the gold placer area was noted.

Historical site 107: The Rincon

The Rincon, also called the Little Rincon and the Upper Rincon (to differ-
entiate it from The Rincon, Historical site 149, 45 mi. downstream), is an
open area on the left bank of the Colorado between mile 146 and mile 144.5.
Fairly extensive bottoms and sandy slopes extend back from the river nearly 2
mi. in places before the cliffs that elsewhere confine the river so narrowly are
encountered.

The area, accessible by trail (and recently by uranium road) from Red
Canyon and White Canyon upstream would be excellent (as far as the canyon
country goes) winter range. In an interview in 1959, the late Louis Chaffin of
Payson, Utah, stated that The Rincon was one of the earliest ranges used by
pioneer cattleman J. A. Scorup. The area is probably still used by the Scorup-
Somerville Cattle Company as a winter feed ground.

On a number of river trips cattle have been noticed in the area, probably
strays who escaped the spring roundups. Cattle camps were noted along the
left bank at mile 145. 4 and at mile 144. 6. In an open gravel area at mile 145
a few pieces of dimension lumber and what appeared to be the remains of a chute
at the river bank suggested placer mining activity. The area has been subject
to uranium prospecting. Important archeological discoveries have been made
at The Rincon. See Lipe, et al., 1960, 122-6; Sharrock, Dibble and Anderson,

1961.

Historical site 189: Hite Inscription

Just below the mouth of a very short canyon on a huge talus block of
sandstone is the following inscription:

Hite Jul 15 1885
F. Noye [S?]
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This is on the right side of the Colorado at mile 143. 9 and about 200 ft,
back from the river. It is alongside the trail from Hite to Seven Mile Canyon
(Historical site 69). There was evidence about that the area was used as a
campsite. Presumably the signature is that of Cass Hite rather than his broth.
ers or nephew.

Historical site 175: Ryan Cabin

On the narrow left bank at mile 139. 2 are the remains of the Ryan

Cabin (Fig. 32). It was a large one-room siructure about 13 by 14 ft. The
walls, and the fireplace on the east side, were made of sandstone slabs. The
building was gabled on the north and south ends and a log ridgepole supported
a brush-and-dirt-covered roof. 'The south wall has collapsed. A window frame
on the north wall was still in place and part of the wooden door, facing the river
a few feet away, was in place. A crude four-pointed star scratched on a talus
block was found a few feet north of the building.

This crude star is probably enough to identify the place 6 mi. below
Good Hope Bar visited by Robert B. Stanton on December 29, 18S87. He re-
ferred to it as ""O'Keefe's Lone Star rock house' (Crampton and Smith, 1961,
39). The names of Timothy O'Keefe and M. J. '"Mike'" Ryan (Stanton mentions
them both [Crampton and Smith, 1961])appear frequently on mining location
notices during this time. The cabin is usually called the "Ryan Cabin.' See
the topographic map in Hunt, 1953; he also, p. 221, mentions a Ryan Bar below
flood level in Glen Canyon but does not otherwise locate it. On p. 17 he notes
that Ryan prospected low water bars near the mouth of Seven Mile Creek. The
cabin is located nearly opposite the mouth of Seven Mile Creek (Historical site
59). The (Garfield County) Records of the White Canyon Mining District, II,
254, reveal that David Lemmon and Timothy O'Keefe located the Lone Star
placer claim opposite "Seven Mile Flat Canyon' on March 29, 18285. See also
Historical site 58: Olympia Bar.

Historical site 59: Seven Mile Creek

Seven Mile Creek heads on Ticaboo Mesa at the southeastern foot of
Mt. Ellsworth in the Henry Mountains; through a narrow canyon it enters the
Colorado River on the right at mile 138. A trail from the Cane Spring desert
and the upper part of Hansen Creek reaches Glen Canyon through the canyon of
Seven Mile Creek. The river maps made in 1821 show this trail descending
into the canyon within 1 mi. of its mouth; it then continues upsiream along the
right bank to Hite. No information about the use of the trail has been developed
and an attempt to locate it in Seven Mile Creek met with negative results. Wa-
ter from springs was found about 1/4 mi. from the mouth. Deer tracks in some
numbers were noted.




Hunt (1953, 17) mentions low water gravel bars worked during the gold
mining period in Glen Canyon. An examination of the extensive terrace on
either side of the mouth of Seven Mile Creek revealed only a sandy surface.
Some gravel was noted in the river near the mouth of the creek. In a location
notice dated March 29, 1895, Lemmon and O'Keefe locate the Lone Star placer
claim on the opposite bank; in the notice they refer to "'Seven Mile Flat Canyon"
which is 7 mi. below Good Hope Bar (see Historical site 175: Ryan Cabin).

Historical site 171: Cedar Canyon

Cedar Canyon heads on the back of Mancos Mesa and enters the Colorado
through a canyon with low walls at mile 136.7. In an intricate system of upper
tributaries it drains the northern end of that lofty mesa. Within 200 yds. of the
mouth there is a jump-up that normally can be bypassed but when the canyon
was visited on August 5, 1961, the mouth was full of soupy quicksand from a
recent flood.

Historical site 102: Warm Spring Creek

Warm Spring Creek is a short tributary entering the Colorado River
through a canyon on the right at mile 136.6. Hunt (1953, 24) mentions that the
name was given by early prospectors although no warm springs are known in
the canyon. Abundant supplies of cool running water near the mouth of the can-
yon have long been used by river parties traveling through Glen Canyon.

Historical site 178: Tapestry Wall

This is a magnificent 800 ft. high cliff forming the right bank of Glen
Canyon from mile 136. 4 to mile 135. 4. From a low talus slope it rises almost
vertically and on the bend of the river it may be seen for some distance in ei-
ther direction. The name was suggested by stains made by water running down
the cliff and carrying with it sediment and minerals. The black-on-red effect
in vertical streaks is common to the Glen Canyon cliffs, of which this is a fine
example. The name was in use in 1897 when R. B. Stanton passed by (Crampton
and Smith, 1961, 39).

Historical site 58; Olympia Bar

\

Olympia Bar, also called Olympic Bar, consists of a series of gravel-
covered terraces on the left side of the Colorado between mile 136 and mile

135. 3. The terraces range in height up to about 200 ft. above the Colorado and

at all levels they have been prospected. At two places extensive placer mining



operations have occurred. At mile 135.5 at the 200 ft. level above the river
on the flat top of the terrace is an area where quantities of gravel have been
removed. Great quantities of gravel had been dumped from the edge of the ter.
race in two different locations; parts of a chute in one of these indicated that
gravel for washing was carried to the level below for washing, although it was
not apparent where this was done.

\ In a dry watercourse just north of this mining area were the remains of
a camp under a ledge of rock; immediately in the bed of the gulch were sectiong
of large pipe. Scattered about in the vicinity of the placer mining area at mile
135.5 were many relics reminiscent of placer mining days. These included
dimension lumber, sawhorse, sections of flume, pipe, scraper, a lift, screens,
etc. At the river bank below this area the remains of a camp were noted.

Downstream from the above area at about mile 135.3 was the main min-
ing area on Olympia Bar. Here a water wheel was placed in the river to lift
water from the river for the washing of gravel, carried on immediately down-
stream from the wheel. Hunt (1853, 17, 221), who gives details on mining
operations at the site, staies that the wheel was moved from Good Hope Bar
(Historical site 60) in 1910; see also Butler, et al. (1920, 638), on information
supplied by Frank Bennett. The wheel is sometimes called "Bennett Water
Wheel. " Only the frame of the relic remains perched on a bluff above the river
(see Crampton, 1959, Figs. 34-35).

On the terrace at the 200 ft. level directly above the water wheel an ex-
tensive area of gravel has been scraped away and carried below by ore cars and
chutes to the river level, just below the wheel. Gravel was scraped up and
dumped into an ore car through an overhead loading chute. A fresno-type scrap-
er, an ore car, and the loading chute were all in place (Fig. 33). A name plate
on the car read: "From the J. H. Montgomery Machinery Co. Denver, Colo
U. S. A." From the loading chute the filled ore car was rolled on tracks (the
bed is clearly to be seen) to the edge of the terrace and dumped. Another track
at the base of the dump carried the gravel to the edge of another terrace just
downstream from the water wheel where it was again dumped and processed for
gold near the river's edge.

Scattered about these workings were objects related to the placer opera-
tion: odds and ends of machinery and equipment including lumber, wooden
wheels, wooden wheelbarrow, scraper, and pieces of ingeniously contrived ma-
chinery. The water wheel itself, fastened to its perch by pieces of cable, and
put together in part from drift lumber and other materials available, must have
been a masterpiece of ingenuity.

Filed in the Garfield County Recorder's Office, the Records of the White

Canyon Mining District, II, 273, reveal that Michael Ryan, Timothy O'Keefe,
J. J. Ryan, David Lemmon, and others. located the Olympic mining claim of
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160 acres, a claim previously known as the Santa Rosa. The claim was re-
corded January 11, 1896. The names of O'Keefe and Ryan are identified with
the stone house upstream, opposite the mouth of Seven Mile Creek, known as
Ryan's Cabin (Historical site 175). Robert B. Stanton noted the site on
December 30, 1897, when he referred to O'Keefe's camp 4 mi. below Ryan's
Cabin at the Amphitheater and Rozetta bars (Crampton and Smith, 1961, 39,
141). Doubtless, others have worked the bar since.

Historical site 109: Knowles Canyon

Knowles Canyon, about 6 mi. long, enters the Colorado on the left at
mile 134.4. The lower 3/4 mi. of the canyon is narrow and deeply entrenched
but above that it opens out somewhat; the watercourse is wide and the floor of
the canyon is dotted with cottonwood trees. It was reported that Knowles Can-
yon has been accessible to cattle. Upon examination a rough cattle trail was
found running along the northern side of the canyon, and within 1/2 mi. of the
mouth a crude pole gate was found at a narrow place. The Knowles brothers
are reported to have been early day cattlemen in San Juan County.

Historical site 56: Sundog Bar

This bar consists of a series of rounded gravel hills and slopes rising
from the Colorado between mile 134 and mile 133.2. Although the area appears
to have been staked and claimed many times during the gold rush years in Glen
Canyon, an examination of the northern half of the bar revealed no sign of placer
mining activity. Hunt (1953, 17, 221) reports placer operations at the 40 ft.
and 155 ft. levels.

Historical site 57: Smith Fork

Smith Fork heads on the southern slopes of Mt. Ellsworth in the Henry
Mountains and enters the Colorado on the right through a canyon about 400 ft.
deep at mile 132+. When the lower part of the canyon was examined in August
1961, there was a fine stream of cool water flowing on the open floor of the
canyon amid shady cottonwood trees.

The name of Smiths Creek and Smiths Fork appear in the (Garfield
County) Records of the White Canyon Mining District, I, 19-20, as early as
1888, along with the names of Albert, Archie, ¥F. M., and A. ¥. Smith, who
claim water from the creek and placer mines in Glen Canyon above and below
the mouth of the creek. Hunt (1953, 23) states that the stream was named after
the Smith brothers who prospected Sundog Bar (Historical site 56) and Smith
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Bar at Hansen Creek (Historical sites 52 and 54, sece Crampton, 1962, 76-9).
An examination of the lower part of the canyon revealed no sign of minin
activity. ‘

Historical site 190

1

Smith Fork divides a wide sandy terrace that extends from mile 132. g
to mile 131.5. At the extreme upper end of the bar there are some narrow,
rocky ledges close to the river's edge and in places lightly overlain with grave],
A few prospect pits were noted in this gravel.

Below the mouth of Smith Fork about 100 yds. a remarkable panel of
petroglyphs is to be seen on the cliff wall. This and other archeological re-
mains in the area, including excavations, are reported in Lipe, et al., 1960,
Downstream for 100 yds. from the main petroglyph panels there are other scat-
tered petroglyphs, some near excavated ruins. The following Anglo names and
inscriptions on the cliff were noted:

Frank Gibbons
Clear Water

Corn No. 9

No. 9 Qak Placer

The following inscription probably sums up the experience of many gold
miners in Glen Canyon.

P. DeVries 17 March 1912 N. Holland
Europa thought he was going to get rich
inthe US Abut . . . did not

Historical site 195: Smith Fork Rapid

In the Colorado at the mouth of Smith Fork there are extensive gravel
bars; just below these bedrock is exposed on the surface. At low water levels
the riffles formed by the gravel, and the exposed ledges, have been hazardous
to navigation--even to boats of shallow draft. Robert B. Stanton, on December
1, 1888, in these rapids wrecked a big boat carrying his gold testing equipment
(Crampton and Smith, 1961, 61).
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Historical site 184: Hobo Canyon

Hobo Canyon is a very short canyon tributary of the Colorado opening
out on the right at mile 130. 9. [t is mentioned in the (Garfield County) Records
of the White Canyon Mining District, II, 306, in a location notice dated January
22, 1895. The mouth of the canyon was examined and found to be choked with
brush and slump blocks. A number of location monuments were noted at the
mouth.

Historical site 188: Forgotten Canyon

Also known as Moqui Canyon, this is a left-side tributary entering Glen
Canyon at mile 132 almost directly opposite Smith Fork. The canyon is note-
worthy for its archeological wealth, reported by Lipe, et al. (1960, 70-121).

Historical site 53: California Bar

California Bar, also known as Mitchell Bar, is an important Glen Can-
yon gold mining site located on the left bank between mile 131.5 and 132.3. The
bar consists of a long, sandy terrace fronting the river; back of this and center-
ing at mile 131 is a narrow gravel terrace behind which perpendicular cliffs rise
to about 200 ft.

The main gold mining location at California Bar is on the gravel terrace
just upstream from a watercourse that heads in a short canyon at mile 131.
Gravels have been scraped from the surface and in one place impacted gravel
some distance below the surface has been mined out through a series of adits
(Fig. 34). Waste gravel was carried in ore cars and dumped in the gulch of the
nearby watercourse; that to be washed was carried to the edge of the terrace
toward the river where there are the remains of a chute and a ladder.

Scattered about the placering area was much discarded machinery and
equipment identified with the operation. The abandoned adits had been used for
storage purposes. Among the items noted were: trackage and ties, an ingeni-
ously made ore car constructed from an automobile; odds and ends of machinery
and tools; iron cook stove and household litter.. At the lower end of the placer
the walls of a rock house are to be seen; it was of two rooms and attractively
built of cobblestone. The remains of a light fence were noted across the mouth
of the short canyon; when closed this would have converted the canyon into a
shaded corral. The bar was visited annually from 1959 to 1962 and each time &
small herd of about eight cattle was seen roaming wild. One deer was seen on
one trip.
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Upstream about 1000 ft. on the gravel terrace there is another Place.:
mining area, though far smaller than that at mile 131. At the base of the tel."t
race at this locality is an enormous steam boiler. Scattered about in the vfr
ift}; was another smaller boiler, pipe, a heavy jack, and lengths of pipe ang
ittings.

Near the main placer area at mile 131 a grave was found--at one time
protected by soldered pipe (Fig. 35). Scratched on the concrete head marke,
ywere the following words:

In Memory of A. G. Tuner [ Turner]
Died April 23 1923 Age 69
K. P. Lobge [Lodge] 398 Sharon P.A.

A. G. Turner was a prospector whose name appears occasionally op
location notices in Glen Canyon.

The name California Bar appears in the (Garfield County) Records of
the White Canyon Mining District, I, 47, as early as 1888 when it was claimeg
by Hawthorn, Brown, Keeler and Haskell. It subsequently passed into many
other hands. Hunt (1953, 17, 221) mentions some details of its history. Bemn
Loper and Louis Chaffin worked at different times at California Bar. The late
Louis Chaffin stated in an interview in 1960 that supplies and equipment des-
tined for California Bar were brought into Glen Canyon by way of Hansen Creek
and then boated across the river from Smith Bar (Historical sites 54, 52, see
Crampton, 1962, 76-9). Chaffin said on one occasion that at low water he was
able to drive a team and wagon across the river. He said he thought California
Bar to have been one of the richest in Glen Canyon. R. B. Stanton in 1899 said
that $30, 000 had been taken out of California Bar (Crampton and Smith, 1961,
79).

(
At the extreme upper end of California Bar, opposite Smith Fork Rapids, = Z
starting from a slickrock bench about 75 ft. above the river, there is a series = T
of picked out steps (over a pecked out prehistoric series) by which one, with
some agility, could reach the top of the cliff about 50 ft. above. From a some-
what lower level one may follow the slickrock around and upstream to a point

overlooking the mouth of Forgotten Canyon (Historical site 188). Where the
ledge pinches out there are a dozen picked out steps, on a nearly perpendicular Es
cliff, which lead down to the flat at the mouth of the canyon. By use of this
route it would be possible to pass along the left bank and avoid the river, which £
runs against the cliffside in high water at the Smith Fork Rapids (Historical site
195). The view of California Bar and Glen Canyon from this trail is excellent

(Fig. 36).

For sites in Glen Canyon below California Bar see Crampton, 1962,
and 1960,
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ADDENDUM OF NEW DATA RELATING TO AREAS
COVERED IN PREVIOUS REPORTS

Field work and library study undertaken since the publication of the
first two historical site studies (Crampton, 1960, 1962) for the Glen Canyon
region have produced some new data relating to some of those sites. This is
set out below. The original reports should be consulted for fuller information
for each of the sites. New sites within the areas covered by the first two re-
ports are indicated by an asterisk (¥).

Historical site 125: Wilson Bar

According to the (Garfield County) Records of the White Canyon Mining
District, II, 211, this was also known as Willow Bar. The lower half of the
bar below the mouth of Stanton Canyon was edged with tall and stately willow
trees. See Crampton (1962, 64-8).

Historical site 34: Escalante River

The serpentine, deeply incised lower canyon of the Escalante River will
be inundated by Lake Powell at full pool to a point about 1 mi. beyond the mouth
of Coyote Creek, a distance of over 7 mi. from the mouth. Within this distance
a number of canyon tributaries enter the parent stream from both right and left.
To the west these head on the Escalante Desert at the base of the Kaiparowits
Plateau and to the east they head on the slopes of the Waterpocket Fold. The en-
tire lower drainage of the river, a region characterized by slickrock and can-
yons but with occasional areas of grazing land, was made known in detail first
by cattlemen living in communities at the base of the High Plateaus, namely,
Escalante, Boulder, and the area about Capitol Reef National Monument.

Trails known best to stockmen who have developed them cross the lower
Escalante drainage from the Escalante River desert to the Waterpocket Fold to
the Hall Creek drainage (see Crampton, 1962, 28-9). It is reportedly possible
to travel the bed of the Escalante River on horseback from the crossing of Utah
State Route 54. A cattle trail into the canyon from the west is said to exist in
Clear Creek, a tributary about 3 mi. from the mouth of the river. The best
known entrance to the lower Escalante canyon is by way of Davis Gulch,about 8
mi. from the mouth of the river; a trail passable to stock has been constructed.
and enters the gulch about 3 mi. from its mouth, above the maximum level of
the reservoir. Upstream from Davis Gulch, Coyote Creek and Harris Wash
offer additional entrances to the Escalante from the west. By Davis Gulch, and
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possibly also by the Clear Creek trail, to say nothing of the upper accessible pr
tributaries, cattle could be moved into the bed of the Escalante and thence tg = on'
the Waterpocket Fold, and adjacent locations, by way of a trail leaving the &
Escalante canyon near its mouth and following Glen Canyon to Loong Canyon
(see Crampton, 1962, 28-9).

' It was in Davis Gulch that the youthful explorer Everett Ruess was last
seen. Traveling alone with two burros, Ruess, 20, in November 1934, entereq
the gulch by way of the cattle trail. After exploring some of the prehistoric
ruins in the canyon he disappeared; his two burros were located in Davis Gulch
but no trace of the boy has ever been found. His disappearance in this remote
area, though one well known to local stockmen, has become the greatest mys-
tery of the Glen Canyon region. Some of Ruess's writing was brought out in
book form in 1950; there is a foreword by Hugh Lacy giving some of the circum-
stances of his disappearance. Archeological investigations in Davis Gulch
were carried out by Gunnerson (1959) in 1957. See also Lister (1959) for other
1957 archeological investigations in the lower basin of the Escalante River.

n
A number of natural bridges, arches, and windows exist in the canyon
tributaries of the Escalante and in the walls of the main canyon, though none
span the river itself. See Moore (1955) for photographs and locations of the s
main arches. One of these, Gregory Natural Bridge, named after the geologist i
Herbert E. Gregory, spans the canyon of Fifty Mile Creek about 3/4 mi. from r

its mouth and will be lost under the waters of Lake Powell. Fifty Mile Creek
is about 10 mi. from the mouth of the Escalante River, which it enters from

the west. An arch in the lower part of Davis Gulch, about 2 mi. from its mouth, ‘ 1
will be close to the edge of the reservoir at full pool. . ' ;

There is much confusion concerning the names of the bridges and arches
in the Escalante drainage. Probably all of these features were first seen by
pioneer cattlemen operating from Escalante and neighboring communities but
the first names applied to them, if any, were not perpetuated on the printed
page. The result has been that later arrivals have ''discovered’ them again
and still later-comers have again 'discovered' them. One of the earliest to
locate any of the bridges in the Escalante drainage was Miser (1924) whose map,
where two of the bridges appear, probably reflects discoveries made during
the mapping undertaken in 1921 by the U.S. Geological Survey in cooperation
with the Southern California Edison Company. E

Historical site 29: Aztec Creek

The mouth of Aztec Creek was an important stopping place for river
travelers from the mining days in Glen Canyon until it was inundated by the ris-
ing waters of Lake Powell. Numbers of those who visited the location inscribed
their names in a large alcove just above the mouth of and on the north side of
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the creek. At the lower end of the alcove were located the three presumably
prehistoric pillars reported by Crampton (1960, 98-100, Fig. 33) which were
one of the attractions of the site,

The following names in this alcove were transcribed after the technical
site report (Crampton, 1960) was published:

Hislop 1891 W. H. Ramsaur

H. M. Judd 8/14/09 and 8/25 - 22

J. G. Tr ~----- 1895 W. W. Jones

RB - MV 705 Lute C. Ramsaur L.A. Cal

Jas Black Feb Aug. 24. 22

Don Beaure - ard 1909 L. M. Bowers Aug. 2 d. 1930 [?]
G M. Wright Nov - 1832 E. P. Hunt

E.C. Kolb Oct 20 11 P OD 1878 [18%8? spurious?]

E. L. Kolb Aug. 30 13

A few petroglyphs of wild sheep were noted at the lower end of the alcove
near the prehistoric pillars.

On the same side of the creek about 350 yds. from the mouth and along-
side the trail to Rainbow Bridge there is a huge sandstone block on which some
illegible names had been inscribed. One date, 1880, probably spurious, was
noted,

The inscription of "N. M. Judd 9/14/09" is that of Neil Judd, one of
the party who discovered Rainbow Bridge on that date. After arriving at the
bridge Judd and several others of the Cummings-Douglass party walked down to
the mouth of Aztec Creek where Judd left his name. Donald Beauregard, who
also inscribed his name, was one of the discovery party.

On a rock immediately at the mouth of Aztec Creek, and on the upstream
side, the following inscription was noted:

A G IWMMER [Wimmer]

The name is followed by symbols representing an arch, diamond and
anchor. During the mapping of Glen Canyon by the U.S. Geological Survey in
cooperation with the Southern California Edison Company in 1921 (Crampton,
1959, 69) supplies were brought in to the surveyors by T. C. Wimmer. Having
missed the mouth of Aztec Creek on one trip, Wimmer, on a second trip in \
1921, brought along a can of yellow paint and on the cliff on the right side painted
the words "Rainbow Bridge T. C. Wimmer' in letters 8 ft. high. Freeman
(1924, 162-3) reports the inscription as ''Bridge Canyon - T. C. Wimmer."
After a number of trips through Glen Canyon we finally discovered this inscrip-
tion in the early morning light on August 12, 1962 at mile 68.7. The paint had
entirely weathered away, leaving only the paint stain--and this was only faintly
visible.
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On the right cliff wall in the canyon of Aztec Creek, about 1 mi. below
the mouth of Bridge Canyon, the following chiseled inscription was found:

Kolb 10-6-21.

_ On the cliff wall on the upstream side of the mouth of Bridge Canyon the
following names were inscribed:

Kolb

Lynn Coon
G. L. L.
KEN

Historical site 30: Rainbow Bridge

On the cliff side directly west of Rainbow Bridge and some distance
above it the following inscription has been picked in the rock: "J. Wetherill
Aug 14 1909." This was the date of the discovery of Rainbow Bridge by the
Cummings -Douglass party (Crampton, 1959, 78-9), of which John Wetherill
was a guide. Wetherill, however, had not been to the bridge before. The en-
tire party was guided to it by the Paiute Indian Nasja-begay, whose contribution
in this regard is recognized in the bronze plaque set in a cliff wall alongside
the trail and just a few yards upstream from the bridge. This handsome plaque,
sculptured by Jo Mora, was a gift of Raymond Armsby of Burlingame, Cali-
fornia. It was put in place September 22, 1927. (See the Rainbow Bridge Visi-
tors Register for that date.)

It has been reported that another Wetherill inscription is located on the
east side of Bridge Canyon in an alcove directly east of the bridge.

* Historical site 264

On the right side at mile 63.9 Balanced Rock Canyon enters the Colorado.

The name has recently been applied by river runners who have located an area
where numbers of rounded rocks on a thin gravel terrace have been left stand-
ing on small pedestals of sand and other smaller rocks, as the supporting ma-
trix of the terrace has been eroded leaving the bedrock exposed. This is an
area less than 100 ft. square about 60 ft. above the Colorado on the upstream
side of the canyon and back about 0.1 mi. from the river's edge at mile 64.
Somewhat below the balanced rock area on a rounded knob overlooking the Colo-
rado, the following picked inscription was found on a horizontal surface:

H 1911
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The inscription was deeply incised in the soft sandstone and had weathered
badly over the years.

Historical site 27: Wild Horse Bar

E. C. Kolb, in his 1921 logbook, noted that on October 7, 1921, the
U.S. Geological Survey party, of which he was a member, saw a dappled gray
wild horse on this bar. This undoubtedly accounts for the origin of the name,
which appeared for the first time on the river maps made in 1921 by the U.S.
Geological Survey in cooperation with the Southern California Edison Company.
See Crampton, 1960, 79-81.

Historical site 7: Cane Bar

Overlooking Cane Bar at mile 40.8, about 100 yds. from the Colorado
and about 50 ft. above it, is a shallow cave in which several names were in-
scribed in the soft, flaky sandstone. Those legible were:

J. E. Riding 1919
W. V. Lay Escalante

Roy White
Monte Marshall

" See Crampton 1960, 59-66.

* Historical site 265: Castle Spring

Located in the SW 1/4 Sec 34 T43S R8E SLBM, this spring has been
developed as a watering place for winter range cattle. A pipe feeds a steady,
if small, flow of water into two adjoining tanks. The spring is located adjacent
to the road that originally ran to Kane Creek and is within sight of the spectacu-
lar mass known as Castle Rock 3/4 mi. southeast of it. See Crampton, 1960,
Atlas Sheet 21, for location.

Historical site 18: Wahweap Creek

In addition to the historical data given in Crampton (1960, 68-9) the
lower basin of Wahweap Creek has long figured prominently as a watering place
for winter range cattle. Wiregrass Spring in Sec 29 T435S R8E SLBM, over 10°
mi. from the mouth of the creek, and near the head of the reservoir area, was
a permanent source. South of Lone Rock about 3/4 mi. a winter cattle camp



was built adjacent to a windmill located near the west bank of normally d}‘y
wash. Water was pumped in this manner to fill a large watering tank; a one.
room house and corrals were adjacent to the tank.

% Historical site 266

This is a gold placer mining site on the right bank between mile 11, g
and mile 11.9. It consists of a narrow gravel terrace about 10 ft. above the
extreme high water mark. There is evidence of considerable placer mining,
A piston-type '3 E' horsepower engine used for pumping water has tumbleq off
its original mounting and lies perched precariously on a steep bluff above the

river's edge. The remains of about 50 ft. of webbed hose were noted; this was ri
used to convey water to the diggings from which a number of yards of grave] m
had been removed. The remains of a crude fireplace and a tent square were de
seen. th
T
Historical site 267
At mile 10. 4 on the right side of the Colorado at the base of the canyon
wall are inscribed two names:
F. G. Faatz Nov. 16, 1892
G. M. Wright Nove. 16, 1892 Iz
Numbers of petroglyphs were noted in the vicinity.
, €
See Historical sites 253, 261, in th> main body of this report for addi- i
tional reference to these persons, and Crampton, 1960, 83-90. Y
(
!

* Historical site 268

On the left side of the Colorado at mile 1.9 there is a deep alcove situated
some distance back from the river. In this place the following names were found
incised in the soft sandstone:

A, Colton

1889  Hislop
Joseph Mangum
M. A

Aug. 25, 1892
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Historical site 136: Hoskaninni Road

From the location of Lees Ferry at mile 0, the Hoskaninni Company, in
which Robert Brewster Stanton was engineer and field superintendent, in 1899
constructed a road 10 ft. wide 1 1/2 mi. upstream along the left bank. This
was part of the general assessment work undertaken to hold the company's
Glen Canyon claims, which extended in one contiguous series from Lees Ferry
to above Hite 162 mi. upstream. See Crampton and Smith, 1961, 104-5.

The remains of this road are clearly visible and may easily be followed.
Construction over the lower mile across soft and sandy slopes at the foot of the
Echo Peaks was generally easy and the road stayed some distance above the
river. As the builders approached Fall Creek, which enters the Colorado at
mile 1.6, they were forced to make extensive cuts through the ledges as they
descended to the bed of Fall Creek, which was reached at its mouth. There
the road ended. A few names were inscribed on the ledges at the end of the
road. The legible ones were:

William Carpenter

Nov. 14, 1900
L.. F. Archer Oct 2 '04

Historical site 137: Lees Back Bone

Only briefly mentioned by Crampton (1960, 76) Lees Back Bone is an
eastward slipping slope west of the location of L.ees Ferry at mile 0. The orig-
inal left bank road from the ferry ascended this rather steep slope about 1 1/2
mi. before it leveled out. Then the route turned south at the base of the Echo
Cliffs and soon reached comparatively easy going paralleling the present U.S.
Highway 89A. This road was improved by the Hoskaninni Company in 1899
(see Crampton and Smith, 1961, 104-53). A later route practicable for automo-
biles was dug out of the soft, shaly cliffside of the ""Back Bone' overlooking the
Colorado River and the rapids of the Paria River. This precarious road was
used until 1929 when the Navajo Bridge over Marble Canyon, 6 mi. below
Lees Ferry, was completed.

Historical site 138

From U.S. Highway 89A (about 1 1/2 mi. from Navajo Bridge over
Marble Canyon) it is possible to drive a pickup truck or jeep over the old auto-"
mobile road to the left bank approach to Lees Ferry. One may drive north '
about 4 mi. to a point where the road has eroded away at the edge of the cliff
overlooking the Colorado and at the base of Lees Back Bone (see Historical site
137). At this point there is a large isolated rock alongside the road in which
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there are inscribed some of the names of early automobile travelers and pog.
sibly others. It was a campsite area, and odds and ends of ancient automobj)e

parts about suggest that encampment may have been forced upon those who hagq
broken down.

The Lees Ferry area is historically highly significant in Colorado Rivey
history but only a superficial examination of it has been made here and by
. Crampton (1960, 94-7) since it falls outside the lL.ake Powell Reservoir area,
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Fig. 2. Spanish Bottom,
Colorado River, and lower Red
Lake Canyon (distance) from the

head of the trail to Spanish Bottom.

Historical site 250.

~-81-

Fig. 1. Confluence of the
Green, at the right, joins the

of Cataract Canyon is at left in
distance. Historical site 249,

Fig. 3. Sandstone Slab Steps
at the head of the trail to Spanish
Bottom. Historical site 250.

Green and Colorado rivers. The

Colorado, foreground. The head
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Fig. 5. Inscriptions at Mile-long Rapids, Cataract Canyon.
Flistorical site 253. '

? a
T

s "‘\

Fig. 6. Inscription in Cataract Canyon left by Clyde Eddy,
1927, Historical site 254,
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Fig. 8. Kolb Brothers' inscription at The Big p
Drop, Cataract Canyon. Historical site 235. i
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Fig. 9. Downstream from a point above
The Big Drop. This will be the approximate
head of Lake Powell at full pool.
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Fig. 10, Cataract Canyon near the mouth
of Clearwater Canyon.
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Fig. 11. Looking upsiream in Cataract Canyon from
the mouth of Dark Canyorn, evening.

Fig. 12. Outboard-powered boal running Dark




Fig. 13. Register of river runners below Dark
Canyon Rapids in Cataract Canyon. Historical site 260.

Fig. 14. Register of river runners in
. Narrow Canyon. Historical site 263.
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Mouth of the Dirty Devil River.

Historical site 86.

Prehistoric "Fort
Historical site 139.

Fig. 17. Inscription left by
members of the second Powell ex-
pedition on the rocks near prehis-
toric ""Fort Moqui.'' Powell's trip
down the Colorado in 1871, and his
land survey the following year, was
sometimes known as the ''Western
Exploring Expedition. " Historical
site 139.
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Fig. 18. Prehistoric ruins
{(left) and petroglyphs (below) over-
looking the Colorado River near
"Fort Moqui." Historical site 139.

Fig. 19. Barrett home on
Moqui Bar. Historical site 196.
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Fig. 20. White Canyon post
office and store in Farley Canyon.
Historical site 181.
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Fig. 21. Hite Ferry in operation
in July 1963. Photograph taken from
the east side of the river. Historical
site 75.
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Fig. 22. Anchor post at the
site of the Harshberger Ferry at
mile 165. 8 on the right bank.
Historical site 176.
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Fig. 23. "Hite Sept 19 A. D. 1683" in-
scription at Dandy Crossing Bar. Historical
site 74.

Fig. 24. Pioneer cabin at Hite. Histori-
cal site 73,
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Fig. 25. First page {rom the Record Book of the White
anvon MNining Disirict.
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Fig. 26. The "Governor's
Mansion'' at the Chaffin Ranch.

Historical site 72.

’Y

Fig. 27. Remains of suspen-
sion flume across Trachyte Creek
used to bring irrigation water to
Dandy Crossing Bar., Historical
site 74.

|

I

Fig. 28. Gold placer workirﬁg’s \
at Ticaboo Bar No. 2. Historical i
site 63.
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Fig. 29. The "Bank of Ticaboo.

Fig. 30. Flume at ou
ervoir at Good Eope Bar.

ot

e

u]

pa=s

Historical site 63,

of ""Lake Mary'' res-
torical site 60.

R



Fig. 31. Letterpress at Good Hope Bar.
Historical site 60.

Fig. 32. Ryan Cabin. Historical site 175.
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Fig. 33. Scraper at Oljfmpia Bar. Ore car and
loading chute (background). Historical site 58.

Fig. 34. Adits in impacted gravel, California
Bar. Historical site 53.
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Fig. 35. Grave of A, G. Tuner
[ Turner], Glen Canyon prospector,

at California Bar. Historical site
53.

Fig. 36. California Bar and
Glen Canyon from trail at head of
bar. Historical site 53.
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ATLAS SHOWING THE HISTORICAL SITES ALONG
THE COLORADO RIVER IN THE GLEN CANYON RESERVOIR

‘ AREA (LAKE POWELL) AND ENVIRONS

Sheets 1 to 9

Head of Cataract Canyon to California Bar in Glen Canyon

The top of each sheet is north: approximate mean

magnetic declination of 15 1/2 degrees East in 1921.

Base is '"Plan . . . of the Colorado River, Lees
Ferry, Arizona to Mouth of Green River, Utah; San
Juan River, Mouth to Chinle Creek, Utah; and Cer-
tain Tributaries, " surveyed by the U.S. Geological
Survey in cooperation with the Southern California
Edison Company in 1921, published by the U.S.

Geological Survey in 1921.
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