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Introduction

2 # This Historic Resource Study of the cattle industry in Canyonlands
PR National Parik was authorized bty Canyonlands RSP-H-1. This RSP, written
in 1966, envisaged a special study of the cattle industry in three nat-
: ural areas in southeastern Utah: Natural Bridges, Canyonlands, and
é iE ‘Arches. Since 1968 new "Activity Standards for Historic Resource Studies
and Management" have been adopted. These standards outline the type of
historic resource studies now undertaken by the Historic Preservation
Tean of the Denver Service Center. This redefinition of study types
made it necessary to interpret the RSP to determine what type of study
would be most appropriate for gathering the information called for in
the RSP. It was decided that a Historic Resource Study of the cattle
industry in Canyonlands would best comply with the origimal RSP, It
was felt there vias no need for an individual study of the cattle indus-
try at Natural Bridges. The story there is a part of the story at
Canyonlands. At Arches a Historic Structure Report of the Turnbow
cabin should provide sufficient information in its historic significance
~section to adequately interpret the resource. This Historic Resource
Study, then, concerns itself primarily with the cattle industry in
Canycnlands National Park. '

In 1975 a permit to graze cattle in Canyonlands National Park
will expire. It will not be renewed. For the first time since the
turn of the century no cattle will winter in the canyons of the pres-
ent park., Cowboy caves, corrals, and a number of reservoirs will
Temain as artifacts., A local folklore of bawling Texas longhorns,
cunning "wild cows,” and a Mormon cowboy will endure. But the actlvity
"itself will have become history. '

The intention of this Historic Resource Study is to trace briefly
the history of the cattle industry as it was conducted in the area of
Canyonlands Natiomal Park. The early cattlemen of southeasternm Utah
knew no park boundaries when in October of each year they drifted their
herds dovt. off the mountains and plateaus into what is often called
the "standing up country.” When the boundaries for Canyonlands were
drawn, they of course did rnot conform to the ranges of the ranchers
who grazed cattle on the land included in the park. The history of
the cattle industry in Canyonlands and Netural Bridges is thereiore
a part of the history of cattle ranching in southeastern Utah.

Since cottle were first Introduced at the end of the 19th century

men have taken advantage of the public rapge to graze their cattle.

E to the renges today included in Canyonlands Natiomal Park, countless




They ranged from the sinzle cowboy with a small herd to the so called
cattle kings.and barons. Some spent only a winter while others were
there for decades, This study makes no attempt to account for all
the cattlemen who at one time or another worked g¢attle in the present
‘park. Records are simply not available. Instead, the study concen-
trates on selected individuals as being representative of the type

of cattleman who utilized park land in his operatioms.

The study is divided into three sections. Section one contains
a very brief discussion of the open range cattle industry in the last
decades of the 19th century. It was during this phase of the cattle
industry, which is now enshrined in song, story, end film, that cattle
were first brought to the slick rock country. Section tvwo turms to
the parlt itselfi., The topography of the land included in the park
determined the rances. Two major rivers, the Colorado and the Green,
flow through the park and in a sense split it into sections. Section
two of the study traces the history of cattle grazing on the east side
of the Colorado. It is this section of the pari: that is most closely
identified with the cattle industry. Section three turns to the park
land located between the two rivers, i.e. the Island-in-the-Sky and
Vhite Rim country. The west section of the park beyond the Green and
Colorado is not dealt with in terms of individual cattlemen. Not only
is this a relatively smell section of the totel park, but also it has
not been previously studied by local historians. Nothing has been
published about cattle raising in this part of the park. This is not
to say that no cattle ever wintered in the Maze or Land of Stending
Rocks, or that nearby Robbers Roast is not colorful local folklore.
Rather, the important phases of the cattle industry took place on
the east side where excellent summer ranges were nearby,



Part One

The Ranne Cattle Industry .

The mountain man, Oregon Trail pioneer, and cavalryman are all
important symbols of the "0ld Vest." YNone of them, however, equals
the allure of the cowboy in the country's popular imagination of the
true Vest. Ia song, inm story, z2nd on celltuloid the cowboy has long
fascinated milliens. Althouzh cowboys still ply their trade on the
ranches of the liest, the era from which they derive their romantic
image has long passed. That era was the period of the great open
ranges in the second half of the 19th century. In the very brief
span of about 35 years an industry grew, matured, and passed away.
Cowboys and cattle kings, having been displaced by the sod-buster,
granger, or homesteader, joined the mountain man and covered wagon
pioneer in the pantheon of natiomal folk herces. “The elements of
which they were made," an enthusiastic historian of the era has writ-
ten, "were those that have from the beginning comprised the American
spirit and moved it ever toward the American dream,"l S

The region most closely associated with the open range cattle
industry included the states of Texas, Kansas, Colorado, Wyoming,
and Montana. Bezinning shortly after the Civil War Texans such as
Joseph F. McCloy and Charles Goodnight recognized the economic po-
tential of driving cattle from the vast Texas herds north., As the
buffalo disappeared and hostile Indians were pacified, ever increasing
numbers of cattle moved up the trails to be shipped to eastern packing
houses or to stock the empty plains of beckoning free grass. Begin-
ning in the 1870s, corporations, very often English or Scottish owned,
formed to exploit the new hoofed western resource. By 1886, the year
of severe winter storms that killed cattle by the thousands, the ranges
throughout the West had been stocked., Kames such as Praire Cattle,
Powder River Cattle, Matador Land and Cattle, Swan Land and Cattle,
and estern Land and Cattle dominated any discussion of cattle raising
in the Vest. The organization of agriculture on a corporate basis,
which we today call agribusiness, is nothing new., The very big com-
panies, whose herds ran in the thousands and whose acreage numbered
in the tens of thousands, were motivated by visions of imcredible
profits., After the biz die up, decline set in, There vere many rea-
sons for the failure. Barbed wire {encing allowed owners to cheaply

1. Maurice Fink, W. Turrentine Jackson, Agnes Wright Spring, When
GCrass Vies King, (Boulder, 1956) p. 24.




fence their ranges and thus deny access to non-land owners. This
cut down the-availability of free grass. The small rancher and
farmer converged on the public land demanding that they had as much
right to share in its bounty as the cattlemen who regarded it as -
their own. Overstocking, alswvays in hopes of increased numbers and
thus increased recvenues, took place., Many companies were overcap-
italized and soon the dividends started drying up or.the managers
paid them out of capital. Storms took their toll, lany of the com-
panies suffered from mismanagement. Periodic financial crises made
money markets uncertain and contributed substantially to sharply
falling prices. By the turn of the century the era of the free open
range, when grass was indeed king, had come to an end.?

2. Louis Pelzer, The Cattlemen's Frontier (llew York, 1936) p. 20,




Part Two

The East Side .

During the era of the open range cattle industry the first cattle
herds tere introduced into Grand and San Juan counties in southeastern
Utah, the rczion of todey's Natural Bridges National Monument, Canyon-
lands National Pari, and Arches MNatiomal Parl:. The movemant of cattle
into this arca east of the Colorado River came from two directions.

The first men to settle in Grand and San Juan counties came from the
Mormon settlements in central Utah west of the “standing up country.”
They were soon followed by non-Utah natives from the East. These men
bought out the Utah settlers and proceeded to stock the ranges with
Texas cattle. In e very brief period between 1875 and 1885 southeastern
Utah became a part of the open range cattle industry as it was conducted
from Texas to Montana. Vhereas the first men into the area were small
ranchers, those that replaced them represented large corporations. They
organized the industry on a basis of huge herds and extexsive grazing
areas covering thousands of acres. The Carlisle brothers, who managed
the interests of the Rensas and lew Mexico Cattle and Land Company,

were the major cattlemen in San Juan county during this period.

Although the operations of the Texans identified with the Kansas
and New Mexico Cattle and Land Company lasted only until the midéle
of the 1890s, the compeany's passinz did not mean the end of the large
cattle coopany. New owners, primarily men from the Mormon settlements
of Bluff, La Sal (also called Coyote), and Moab, quickly stepped in to
take their place. They formed pools and other types of cooperative ar-
rengements such as the company. At the turn of the century the cattle
industry on the east side of the Colorado was characterized by a few
large companies and many small, often single family, operations. This
pattern of 2 few very large outfits and numerous small ranches has con-
tinued to the present day. As we shall see below, the names changed,
with the Redds and Scorup and Somerville replacing the Carlisles,
Cunninghams, and Laceys, but the basic structure of the cattle indus-
try remains today much as it was at the turn of the century.

The ranges of today's Natural Bridges National Monument and Canyon-
lands National Park have witnessed the major phases of the development
of the cattle industry in southeestera Utah. The Texas chased "wild
cows" in BDeef Fasin, Dark Cconyon, and ¥Waite Cemyon. Settlers rmoved into
the area of Indian and Cottonwcod Crceks and started small ranches.

They in turn were bought out by a single, very large outfit called the
Scorup-Somecrville Cattle Company. tore than any other single cattleman,



John Albert Scorup, this company's principal owner and its manager,
can be called the cattleman of the canyons. In the brief sections
that follow, these phases of cattle raising east of the Colorado are
discussed in greater detail, .

Settlement and the Advent of the Big Companjes

It was not until the middle of the 1870s that southeastern Utah
became an area of interest for settlers. The sccmingly barren nature
of its envirooment and its relatively high Indian population had de-
terred settlers from moving in at an earlier date. Starting at this
time settlers moved into the area from two directions. From the east
out ¢f Colorado and Kaasas came experienced cattlemen searching for
new ranges. rrom the west came Mormon settlers both individually and
as members of church orgzanized missionary and settlement groups. Both
the cattlemen and the Mormons shared a common goal, namely, the uti-
lization of the new lands for agricultural purposes. The open range
cattle industry, which was demonstrating that supposedly barren plains
could indeed be turned to econcmic advantage, was respomnsible for
opening up the canyon country to settlement.

Although a man by the name of William "Nigger Bill" Granstuff
is reported to heve had about 40 head of "horned stock” in San Juan
County as early as 1875, the first large herd, approximately 200 head,
to locate in the country belonged to two settlers from central Utah
named Philander Hexwell and Billy McCarty.l They settled at La Sal
in 1877. Two other men, Tom Ray, who was related to Philamnder HMaexwell.
and Cornelius lMaxwell also arrived with Maxwell and McCarty. They
were all drawn to the region by the excellent ranges found in the
nearby La Sal lountains.,

At zpproximately the same time farther south in the area of Blue
Mountain (today called the Manti-La Sal National Forest) two brothers
named Pat and lMike O'Donnel recognized that these mountains would also
make an excellent range. They roved an unknown nuzber of cattle onto
Dodye Point. 1In 1879 a cattleman from Trinidad, Colorado, by thel name
of "Spud” Hudson decided to go to Utah to buy some cattle and drive
them back to Coloradc. He was attracted by a lucrative price cdifference.
Cattle bought for $10 a head in the Utan settlements could be sold for
$55 in Colorado. Omn his way to the Utah settlements he passed through

1. Frank Silvoy, Historv and Settlemsnt of Hertheyn San Juar (ounty,
N.Dey N.Gey Do 3, (copy Utaih State listoricel Society,.

2. Cornelia Adams Perkins, et. al., Saza of San Juan, Sen Juan Countly
Daughters of Utah Pioneers, 19¢8, p. &9.




the Blue Mountain area. He too recognized its potential for cattle
raising and he soon had 2,000 hecad grazing in the area. In the next
few years Hudson rapidly increased the size of his herd. Others,

men named Pcters, Dudley Reece, and Green Robinsen, followed Hudson's
example. 1Indeed, Hudson helped Reece and Robinson get started when
he loaned each man $5,000.3 .

In 1850 a large herd came out of Texas, Colorado, and New Mexico
to graze the Blue liountains. This was the L.C., outfit owned by lrs.
I. W, Lacey. Mrs. Lacey set up headquarters on Recapture Creek near
old Verdure.4 Vhereas in 1875 there were few if any cattle around
Blue lountzin, by 1883 there were anproximately 15,000 head of Durhams
end Texas longherns grazing in the area.”

The ne::t few years saw the advent of the big companies., 1In 1833
the Carlisle brothers arrived in Utah. These gentlemen, apparently
Englishmen by birth, had been ranching in Kansas. They were the Amer-
ican-based managers ¢f an English-owned organization called the Kansas
and New Mexico Cattle and Land Company. Kansas and New Mexico was
another of the many Scottish and English companies which had been formed
to profit from the American range cattle boom. The incorporation of
the company took place in early 13&3 in Loncdon.~ The partners, including
the Carlisle family, had put up 150,000 pounds, about $700,000, and
all looked forward to large dividends. Althougzh not a larze company
when compared with some in Texas, New liexico, Colorado, or Uyoming,
Kansas and Wew Mexico was big indeed. It operated in Utah, Colorado,
Kansas, and liewv Mexico.

The Carlisles started their Utzh operation by buying the cattle
of local ranchers, The 7,000 head they purchased consisted of the
herds of Peters, Green Robinson, Dudley Reece, and a hali interest
in the herd of "Spud" Hudson. _The purchase price was $210,000 with
yearlings going as high as $35] These anirals, probably Durhams and
other short horn stock, joined the already substantial Kansas and
New Mexico herds. As of 1885 the size of the Carlisle herd im Utah

3. Silvey, History and Settlement, p. 8.

4. Perkins, et. al., Szza of San Juan, p. 90.

5. Domn. D, Walker, "The Carlisles: Cattle Barons of the Upper Basim,”
Utah Historical Querterly, 32 (Summer 1964), no. 2, p. 269.

Vewr Yevico Cattle and Land Company, Memorsdum ~2nd

Pk o
L
3

6. "The Yensas arnd
Articles of Associetion,' 1633, Colerado Historical Socie

.

7. Valker, "The Carlisles,” p. 271,



was estimated at 10,000 cows8 It grew steadily. The Carlisles

set up ranch.hcadquarters at two cabins that Peters had built. Soon
called Carlisle, this small community was located a few miles north
of present lonticello, .

During the same period farther to the north at La Sal another
company was formed, 1In 1834 a group of Pennsylvania businessmen,
having noted the tales of incredible profits to be had in range cat-
tle grazing, and apparently believing them, formed a company called
the Pittsburgh Cattle Company. In 1885 representatives of the com-
pany arrived at La Sal and proceeded to buy out the interests of the
Maxwells, Rays, Lilly McCarty, and Green Robimson. All were La Sal
pioneers with the exception of Robinson, who had moved to La Sal
after sellinz his Llue liountain herd to the Carlisles. Uhen the
Pittsburgh Cattle Company's first year in Utah did not bring the
hoped for large dividends, the company's directors decided to change
its menagement. Thomas D. Cunningham, a Blairsville, Pa., banker
vho had invested in the company, recommended that his nephew, John
M. Cunningham, be offered the job of_ assistant manager. The directors
acreed znd in 1886 Jchn moved westg@#t At the same time Thomas B.
Carpenter, a relative of another. stockholder, was also offered a
job with the company., In 1388 John Cunningham became company manager
with Carpenter taking over the duties of ranch foreman. Togetner
the two men increased the company's holéings in the La Sal area. In
1895 Cunningham, Carpenter, and one Fred N. Prewer bought out the
Pittsburgh Cattle Company and set up a new company called the La Sal
Cattle Company.

By %é%g%phe best ranges on the eastern border of the canyon
country had bDeen occupied. ¥here a short 15 years previously only

a few cattle grazed, there were now tens of thousands. Tnree big
outfits dominated the area: the Carlisles with their three bar, hip,
side, and shoulcer brand; the Lacey or L.C. outfit; and the Pittsburgh
Cattle Company srith its crossed H brand. These large operations were
in a sense non-Utah outfits. They were owned by non-Utah interests
and employed primarily Texas cowboys. Their primary accomplishment
wes the integration of southeastern Utah into the larger range cat-
tle industry.

During these same years between 1875 and 1890 other scttlers
moved into scuthezstern Utah. These people were Mormons froz the
well establisnecd Utah communities whom the church called upon to
extend the frontiers of lormon settlement. The best known of these

§. 1ipid., p. 272,

9. James L. Cunaingham, Our Femilv History Subscguent to 1870,
(Pittsburcgh, 1943), p. 67.




missions was the Hole-in-the-Rock group which set up a colony at

Bluff in 1880, The Peace Mission, as it was named, at Bluff was
followed by the Blue liountian Mission which in 1888 founded Monticello.
As we have already seep, the communities of Moab:and'La Sal (or Coyote)
were established in f’ﬁﬁ and :1827srespectively. "Like the large cat-
tle companies, these communities were dependent on agriculture for
their material well being. However, unlike the large companies, they
did not have large herds or extensive ranges. They at first concen-
trated on building irregation ditches and planting crops and orchards.
Because the coxpanies controlled the more desirable grazing areas

from the La Sals to  Blue Mountain, smaller operators, including cow-
boys wiio had worked for the big outfits, were forced to look for new,
as yet unexploited razges. In seekins areas to graze their small

herds they turned west into the seemingly barren and impenetrable
standing up country of today's Natural Bridges National lionument and
Canyonlands National Park. Although Texas cattle grazed in these
areas, it was not considered prime range land.

In 1885+« twwo men named Mel Turner and D. M. Cooper with two small
herds settled at the 3unct;on of Cottonwood and Indian Creeks. Their
ranch was called the Dupp@ity s name still in use today. Others followed
with their herds, aﬂoho then Harry Green, Lee Kirk, V. P, iizrtin, and
the Joseph Titus family, 1In 1887 one John Brown built a2 czbin on In-
dian Creek. ZErown planted an orchard and fenced land for growing hay.
Irrigating water came from Indian Creek. Also in:1887 a brief attempt
1as wade to start a Latter Dzy Saints settlement bﬁwlnﬁlan Creex, but,
sshen no settlers arrived, it was atandoned. In 1895 Dave Goudelock,
an ex-Carlisle cowboy, set up a fine ranch at the head of Cottonwood
Creek. All these settlers apparently did well. Some pooled their
interests, such as Cog 2T, Martin, and Goudelocn, who formed the Indian
Creek Cattle CompanyRkdir

By the 1890s the ranges of southeastern Utah had been fully
stocked. Indeed, they were already overstocked and &s a result over-
grazed. Texas cattle were found in the area of Natural Bridges, where
the cowboys camped under one of the arches. It is probable that Texas
cattle also grazed in today's Canyonlands National Park, btut the extent
of such grazing is unclear. The Carlisle operation, the area's larg-
est, wintered its imaense herd below the San Juan on its New lMexico
ranges, In the fall the Pittsburgh Caottle Company drove its cattle
into Colorado to ranges around MHontrose. The L.C. Outfit apparently
wintered its cattle in the area, but it is doubtful that they reached
as far north as Canvornlands National Parik. This left the smeller
ranchers such as the Indiza Creek settlers. Goudelock, HMartin, Kirk,
and Coope; grazed- their “Eat4le both “Sizmer and winter if not zctuzlly
e oy

-vanVOFEGnds, then most certzinly in its imediate vicinity,

10. Perkins, et. al., Saga of San Juen, p. 192, 3.




Indeed, it is almost certain that they wintered at least some of their
animals within Canyonlands, Others fed on hay grown along Indian Creel.
The early Indigm:Greek settlers established the first cowboy camps
within the present park. These camps were used by all those who fol-
lowed and today they are the principal remains in the park of the cattle
industry. .
The beginnings of the cattle industry in southeastern Utah between
1875 and the 1890s set the pattern for land utilization in the area.
The high plateaus and mountains served as the summer ranges. Although
not a major area for wintering cattle, lower canyon country to the
west became a winter range. VWhen in ohn Albert Scorup, who would
eventually control the canyon country™ of the Colorado irom Indian
Creek to the San Juan, arrived in the area, the basic techniques of
cattle raising in the standing up country were already well established.

In addition to establishing an industry, the years of settlement
and the big cattle companies have become an important part of the folk-
lore of the canyon country. There are numerous stories of clashes be-
tween wild Texas cowboys and peaceful settlers. OCther stcries concen-
trate on thewmisdeeds o outlaws and crimirals who either came to the
area to éscape justice or cozmitted crimes once there. Cattle rustling,
a2 standard in the catalogue of crime in the Viest, is the stuff of many
tales, The canyons, deep, dark, and impenetrable, become ideal rustlers
hideouts. Still other accounts of the area as wild, wild Vest center
on conflicts between Ute, Piute, and Navajo Indizns and white settlers
and cowboys., In most of these stories the white settlers are depicted
as peace-loving citizens who desired nothing else than the rapid accul-
turation of the Indians. The Indians who caused trouble are described
as recalcitrant renegades who refused to see the error of their ways.
There is little doudbt that much of the folklore of the canyon country
rests in historical accuracy, but there is also llttle doubt that each

~story has been embellished over the years.

The antagonisms between the cowboys and the settlers were real.
They apparently weze not deep rooted, but friction between the two
groups was a constant source of trouble. Texas cowdoys from the big
outfits became famous for upsetting peaceful dances at Bluff or
Yonticello. On more than one occasion a wild bunch from the Carlisle
headquarters rode into town and shot it up in good Hollywood feshion.
There were also a number of wurders. The compilcrs of the Cunainghanm
family history reported thct Moab '"was populated almost entirely by
Mormons and beasted a very poor school. It was plentifully sprinicled
vith saloons and grog shops of the lowest type and the moral staendarcds
were below our worst imaginings, thercfore the family lived at lontrose
during the school monrths and et Lz Sal in the sumser,''i!

11. Cunningham, Gur Fenily History Subseguent to 1870, p. 69.
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It is doubtful that John Cunningham would have agreed with this
statement. The manager of the Pittsburgh Cattle Company and later
owner of the La Sal Cattle Company was a prominent member of the com-
munity, He carried out many public functions such as membership on
the comnittec that opposed the plan to turn the area over to the
Indians for a reservation. Nevertheless, the statement does reflect
how some of the non-Utah natives did view their neighbors. The people
in the towns had an equally low opipion of some of the cattle companies.
According to Albert R. Lyman, a local historian who experienced the
period, the Texas camps were often little better than "bureaus of in-
formation and outfitting points for cutlaws planning to flee aCTOSS s
the reservestion or wanting to drop froam sight down White Canyon.'&#
Conflict bztiseen the settlers and the cowboys was not constant, and
many cowboys settled in the area and contributed to its growth and
development, but the early troubles between the two groups did become
a part of local history and folklore. -

It would be a mistake to romanticize the early settlers of the
canyon country or to overdramatize their pioneering feats. Neverthe-
less, the people who settled southeastern Utah did in fact face many
hardships, challengzes, znd ceprivatiozs. Their endurance and forti-
tude cannot be written ofi as sentimental or nostzlgic cliches. The
environment they entered with little more than primitive tools and
their own labor could indeed be very harsh. Constant work, be it
drifting cattle from one pasture to another, starting a small business,
or digging irrigation ditches to bring precious vater, characterized
the period. ijost were motivated not only by the quest for material
prosperity. They zlso viewed their venture in terms of a mission.
Most were successful. In establishing their communities as viable
centers of civilization and society, and in developing the agricul-
tural potential of the area, they proved that its emvirommeant could
be formed and shaped to satisfy human needs. The relationship to the
land was direct and immediate. It was not their enemy, but the strug-
gle to adjust to its conditions and turn them to their advantage was
constant. It is doubtful that many of these pioneers viewed their
environment in aesthetic terms, although many explained the meaning
of their experience on religious grounds. The landscapes which are
today prized for thelr natural bridges, rock formatioms, and mysteri-
ous canyons were to most of them a true wilderness: a formless,
unshaped, forboding, and at times dangerous unxaown. The landscape
conditioned them as they slowly adjusted to it and made it their own,
but it would be many years into the 20th century before they would
view the canyons as an area to be set aside for its scenic and catural
values. Parks are for pcople who have the leisure time to cultivate an
eppreciation of them. Leisvre was an unknown coancept to the early

sottlers ¢f the cenvon countzyv.

12. Albert R®. Lym2n, Incians and Outlaws, Settlinz of thae San Juan
Frontier, (Salt Lake City, 1962), p. Llll.
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John Albert Scorup

In 1891 -a 19-year-old man from Salina, Utah, crossed the Colorado
at Hite and headed into the standing up country east of the river.
His name was John Albert Scorup. TFor the next 08 years the name J, A.
Scorup, as some called him, or Al Scorup as he s’as known to others,
would be synonomous with cattle raising in the southeéastern Utah
canyoalands.

Between 1891 and 1918 Scorup centered his activities in the
areca of Vhite Canyon. During this 27 year period Al, together with
his brother Jim, put together one of the largest outfits in south-
eastern Utah. They did it by work, work, and more work. It took
the two brothers vears just to get started. Vhen he originally came
to the canyon ccuntry, Scorup did not own a single cow. Ome Claude
Sanford, ¥ fellow Salina.resident, offered him one third of the
calves from Sanford's 150-head herd located in Vhite Canyon, if,
as a Scorup biographer writes, "he coulé find the cattle in the
maze of cracks, washes, and cliffs that split and hedged the country."l3
Not only cid Scorup face the dirfficult task of finding Sanford's cat-
tle, and then working the half wild enimals in a difficult terrain,
he alsoc had to ccntend with the Texans vho frowned on anybody imping-
ing on the ranges they considered their own. Discovering that he was
broke before his calves were of any value, Scorup decided to go to
work for the Texans to earn some cash with which he could purchase
the supplies he needed to support himself{ in the canvons, After
working on a drive from Utah to Colorzdo, Scorup returned to Sanford's
cattle. TheTexans, whowere waiting, ran him ocut. Al returned to
Salina discouraged but not beaten. In Salina he talked his brother
Jim into going in with him. In 1892 the two Scorups returned to
Wnite Canyon, this time bringing with them 300°“head that they had
leased from ranchers arcund Salina. Prudence said that they avoid
the Texans. Xeeping out of the way of the Texans dictated that they
find a place to work their cattle that the big outfits were not interest-
ed in. Such place was the north side of White Canyon and the area
around VYooden Shoe. Maliing their homes in caves and shanties always
near their cows, the two brothers settled down.

For the next five years they got no place. The first winter the
snow did not come and the herd sufrfered., In 18%3 the weather improved
and they branded 300 calves, but their return was only enough to Keep
going. The same year, however, brought developments that were to be
of great long-run benefit to the Scorups. The Texans, caught up ino
the decline which was affecting the entire range cattle industry, moved

R

Néa £€,; "Al Scorup, Cattlemsn of the Canyons,"

$i Utah His-
e R - AR —_—
torical 6ﬂarterlv, 32, (Summer 1964), noe. 3, p. 303,




out of Vhite Canyon. This could have meant that the entire White
Canyon and Vooden Shoe area would now become Scorup range. It did
not. The citizens of Bluff organized the Bluff Pool and bought
about 1,300 cows and 200 horses from the departing Texans., In addi-
tion to the stock, they purchased the sellers' former range. Their
fellow Mormons were not as antagonistic to the Scorups as the

Texans had been, but they remained rivals. The wintex:0£.1894 hit
hard. Experience had taught the two brothers that vhen bad weather
cane, the only solution was to live with the cows and literally hand
lead them to food and water. The Scorups suffered, but the Bluff
Pool herd was decimated. Discovering that only 600 of the original
1,300 head had survived, the Bluff cooperat#¥e~decided to get out.
They hired &4l Scorup to drive their herd to market in Colorado. Vhen
he returned-to-White-Canyon; the Tange was his.

Undisputed control of grazing land did not bring an immediate
upswing in the brothers' fortunes. The cattle market, if it could
be called that, was depressed and there were no profits in 1895 and
1896. The winter of 1896-1897 was again hard and the Scorup herd
suffered. At the end of the 1597 roundup, after six years of con-
stant work, the Scorups discovered that they barely had sufficient
cash to buy supplies, TFheir herd consisted of a grand total of 40
cows and a2 few calves The range was theirs, but they had nothing
to put on it. '

Jim wanted to get out, but Al talked him out of it, A chance
to earn some cash was at hand, he explained, and with the cash they
could rebuild their herd with quality animals. The Bluff Pool, which
continued to buy out the departing Texans, knew that literally hundreds
of animals from the huge Texas herds had gone wild and were ranging
among the jumps and breaks between Bluff and the Colorado. The pool
figured that each of these znimals was worth $10,-if they could be
. found., Recognizing an opportunity, Al Scorup offered to round up
the wild cows for $5 a head. The manazers of the Bluff Pool, not
desiring to risk broken ribs and shattered legs by chasing the cows
themselves, accepted.

Leaving Jim to take care of their small herd, Al headed into
the canyons. All winter, when the animals could be tracked and when
they could not rum in the deep snow, Al end a few other men chased
the wild cows. It was dlfflcult work. An experienced cowboy described
the torturous work:

You couldn't lay that rope on in any fancy
wzy like those trick ropers in the rodeos
becouse ¢f tlz thick trees. OCh! Toey wasa't

14, TIbid., p. 310.
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so thick but what you couldn't get your
breath, but too thick for riding. Here's
where a good fast horse earned his money,
He'd get you tight up there, trompin on

the steer’'s heels, where you could lean
over and lay your loop right over his .horms
easy like. Then you'd bust him. Vhen his -
head whipped around behind him and his belly
went into the air, if you hurried you could
"get him hog tied before he even tried to
get up. -

Of course, a ccwby was in luck if he got
his steer hog tied in those few seconds,
because any critter older than a calf or
yearlin would most likely get up full of
fight. Older cows &né steers had long,
sharp horns, which were wicked and vicious,
and a bull's strength and quickness could
give you a scare. Hany a horse has been
horned, and scme of them gutted and killed
by angry critters that got up before the
hoz tie was completed. But a good horse
would keep the rope taunt and the animal
stretched out. Without that perhaps you's
just as well not try#

And so it went for Al Scorup tnrough the winter and into spring.
When he finished, he deliveredﬁgkwg caftle to the Bluff Pool and
placed: $10,000 in the bank., The Scorups were back in the canyonlands
cattle business again, and this time it was for good.

, t89§%§%w enother cevelopment of long term benefit to Al Scorup.
The Kdhsas and New Mexico Cattle and Land Company, which had been
moving cattle out of the region fora mumber of years, wound up its
operation. Like the other large cattle companies of the range cattle
industry, Kansas and New Mexico had suffered from fallinz prices, over=
stocking, and the coming of the homesteaders. Thé“Csarlisles finally
gave up. The Dluff Pool bought out their remaining interests, Two
years later the Bluff Pool decided to sell. &l Scorup was reacy to
buy. - A steady pace of growth and expansion begen for the Scorup brothers.

:ﬁ~g&h,“nr&1902 they purchased pure tred Hereford bulls which
added not only to the quantity, but even more important, to the cuality
of the herd. Year after ycar the Lazy TY brand was secn on more and

15;3¥erl Young, "Wild Cows of the Sza Juan,” Utah Historical Quarterly,
32, (Summer 1964), no. 3, p. 2587
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more cattle that grazed over tens of thousands of acres from the
Elk Ricge of the Blue Mountains to the San Juan River. By 1918
Al Scorup was one of the biggest cattlemen in Utah.

The center of the Scorup brothers' cattle raising operations
between 1891 and 1918 was White Canyon and the Vooden Shoe. During
these years, according to a Utah historian, Jim Scorup helped re-
discover and name the natural bridges which are today a part of,

latural Bridges National Monument¥® The two brothers did not, how-
ever, graze their cattle as far north as Canyonlands Natiomal Park,
Dave Goudelock's Indian Creek Cattle Company and other small ranchers
occupied the area of Indian and Cottonwood Creeks. Uafortunately,
nothing is krown about this company's activities (primarily because
Utah historians have understandably concentrated their attention on
the big outfits like Scorup and the Carlisles). Goudelock did, how-
ever, develop a prosperous ranch. In-1818 this veteran cowboy, who
had worked for the Carlisles in 1883, ®decided to sell,

At the same time Al and Jim Scorup had decided to get out of
the canyon cezttle business., Both men had married. Al had moved his
family from Bluff to Provo so that his six dauzhters could attend
good schocls. Jim's wife never did move to southeastern Uteh, but
rather remained in her native Salina. Both men desired to be nearer
their families. UWhen they learned that a good breeding operation
was for sale in Sevier Country near Salina, they decided to buy it.
In 19;§%&pe) soid the ¥hite Canyon-Wooden Shoe outfit to their long-.
time €iiend Jacob Adams and purchased the Sevier County renci.

When Al Scorup heard that the Indian Creek Cattle Company was
for sale, thoughts of life as a leisured gentleman rancher were for-
gotten. Hurrying off to Moab he talked Bill and Andrew Somerville
into going in with him to purchase the outfit, When Jim heard about
the deal, he was angry, but calmed down when it was decided that Jim

would run the Sevier County place while Al would manage the Indian
Creek ranch.

In 1919 Al had no sooner orgaanized the new operation aand was
working hard to fight off a very severe winter than tragecy struck.
Jim Scorup, deeply depressed by the death of his wife the previous
year, contracted pneumonia and suddenly died. Eack at the Dugout,
the name of the ranch's headquarters, after attending the fumeral,
Al discovered that a three foot blanket of snoiwz was decimating his
herd. By spring he had lost 2,000 head. "It wvas," he was later
cuoted as sayingz, "the worst yezr I have ever lived."!7 Giving up
never entered his mind--he just worked harder. Within a few years
iz had recovered,

lﬁfﬁ?Lambert, "Al Scorup, Cattleman of the Canyons,” p. 30S.

17. 1Ibid., p. 31l4.
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In 1926:A1 Scorup, the Somervilles, and Jacob Adams joined
together to form the Scorup-Somerville Cattle Company. By buying
out the smaller ranchers between Indian Creek and Adams' holdings
to the south, S & S Cattle Company was soon the biggest ranch in
Utah. The herd, which varied from 7,000 to 10,000 head, ranged
over some 1,800,000 acres from Hatch Wash on the north to the San
Juan on the south and from Grand Gulch on the east to the Colorado
on the west. This range included both XNatural Bridges National
Honurent and most of Canyonlands llatiomal Park east of the Colorado.
Vhen in 1925 Al Scorup sold 4,400 cattle for $194,000, the company
paid off its note to Dave GHudelock. Al Scorup had become a "cat-
tle king.” '

From 1928 until his death in&¥959"J. A. Scorup managed the
Scorup-Somerville Cattle Company. He successiully brought the com-
pany through the depression and watched it prosper during World
War Two and the difficult post war years. In later years, as his
health weakened, he turned over much of the day-to-day responsibility
to others such as his son-in-law Harve Williams, but he remained
until his dezth the respected leader of the Bar X Bar and the Lazy
TY outfits. '

In 1935, a year after the passage of the Taylor Grazing Act
that introduced the permit system to the public lands administered
by the Bureau of Land lanagement, J. A, Scorup applied for a permit.
In his application he pointed out that for 35 years _he had ranched
the area of the canyon country on 2 "mixed besis, " k8 By mixed basis
Scorup meant that the S & S Cattle Company had not turned to a
specialized branch of cattle raising such as breeding or feeding.

S & S remained an open range cattle ranch in a time when most of

the American cattle industry had turned to specialization. The basic
techniques of Scorup's operation remained constant from 1901 to the
middle of the 1950s,

Scorup's first challange was the adeption of cattle raisiag to
the conditions of the environment. For Scorup that enviromment
consisted of the Manti-La Sal National Forest and the barren breaks
and canyons of the canyonland country. The open range cattle indus-
try, the Carlisles and the Laceys, had proven that the Blue riountain
ranges made excellent sumaer pastures. Uhen the Texans moved out
and the Blurff Pool failed, the tway was open for Scorup tc move cnto
the Blue Mountain ranges. There his cattle grazed peacefully through
the summer. The coming of winter, which covered the mountains with
snow, made it mecessary to move the cattle to lower elevations. The

?ﬁ%' s & § Cattle Co. File," Records of District No. 6, lionticello,
Uteh, Box Wumber 724725, R.G. 49, Records of the Bureau of Land
llanazement, Denver Fecderal PRecord Center (hereafter cited as S & §
File, BLM Records).
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Carlisles had driven their cattle into New Mexico.:  Scorup, who had
no grazing rights there, was forced to look elsewhere. He turned

to the canyons where he had got his start in the 1890s. The dis-
advantages were nmany. The land was indeed very broken, desolate,
and barren. Ideally®¥OU*EE€Teés were required to support a single
cow. But the area also had advantages. Above all, cattle could
"winter there on the open range thus eliminating the cost of buying
feed. TFor Scorup this was crucial.. On Indian Creek it was possible
to raise sufficient alfalfa to feed calves being weaned and a part
of the herd. These irrigated fields, however, could mot produce
sufficient hay to feed the entire herd. Purchasing feed would have
rade the wlidle operation unprofitable. The bulk of the herd required
a range where the cattle could graze from gctobgg to the end of May.
The standing up country provided such a winter rafge. "

But the canyvon country had its own conditions. -There was suf-
ficient grass, and snow brouzght water, but getting the cattle to ,
them was arother matter. The twisted breaks and camyons taught Scorup
the most important single rule in raising cattle in such an environ-
ment: stay with the cows. In the canyonlands .the cattle required
constant cere and azttention. Decause grass did not grow in lush green
open pastures, but rather coasisted of clumps spread over miles and
miles, it was necessary to constantly move the animals from one area
to another. The cows wandered. If one did not keep an eye on them,
they would soon disappear up a draw or into a thicket where they
could die or soon zo wild, If the snow got too deep, it was neces-
sary to move them tc where grass could be found, or, if there wvas
no snow, cowboys had to be present to find water and get the cattle
to it. Constant care of the animals was a major factor in Scorup's

successful™4&apta

pop i

ion of “tattle raising-to -the canyon country.

When in 1926 the S & S Cattle Company joined the White Canyon
outfit with the Indian Creek operation, the compazny's range reached
from Hart Draw to the San Juan. The size of the herd fluctuated.

In 1936, after grazing permits were required for ILY managed land,
the size of the herd was placed at 5,400, The distribution of the
herd is showm on the accompanying BLM map of S & S operatioas in the
canyon country. The breakdown by area as of 1936 was:

1,000 cattle in llart's Draw and Dry Valley,
1,500 in Cottonwood, Indian Creek, and the Needles,
500 in Beef Basin,
600 in Dark Caznvon,
100 in Red Cenycn,
600 on Ycoden Shoc enéd in Vhite Canyon,
150 hareers and 20 cotile in Secrel,
50 cattle in Grand Gulch, and
others at home on feed and pasture.19
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In addition zpproximately 1,000 cattle ranged all year between Bears
Ear and Hole in the Rock.

In 1937 a group of BL! officials accompanied by J. A. Scorup
made a tour of the S & S range. "Over a period of some 40 years,"
they reported, "the S & S Cattle Company has learned from experience
the approximate number of cattle which can be wintered in the various
canyons within the unit." The distribution was given as:

"1,000 cattle in Hart Draw and Dry Valley, : -
1,500 in Cottonwood, Indian Creek, Lock Hart (sic),
and the ueedlcs,
500 in 3eef Basin,
600 in Dark Canyon,
100 in Red Canyon, and
1,500 from Bears Ear to Hole-in-the-Rock. -

It is also interesting to note that at the same time S & S were grazing
7,000 sheep in Hart Draw and Dry Valley (like the other cattlemen in
the area, S & S owned sizeable numbers of sheep; indeed, sheep far
outnumbered cattle in the areaz). Zgg thether the range could actually
support these cattle is another question. Without zcing into zreat
Cetzil on zanimal unit nionths, it is nevertheless safe to essume that
ruch overgrazing took place,

The yearly cycle beﬁﬁn in Vay vhen the cattle were *ounded up

Sal atlonal rorest. T: ey remalned there un;zl October, In October
the herd was again rounded up and pushed down to winter ian the canyon
country. Calves were cut out and taken to the Dugout where they were
weaned by placing them on feed. The animals seclected for market were
also cut out and the long 110 mile drive up the driveway from Hole in-
the-Rock to Thompson and the railroad began. According to :
a son of Al's brother Jim, who went to work on the ranch w
15 and worked there until 1967, the herd gathered for warket often
consisted of 2,200 to 2,400 animals. It was divided into two sections%%%
each of vhich was equiped with its own chuck wagon. About five to ’
seven cowboys rode with each herd, at least as far as Moab, where

one or two men, having grown thirsty from the dust, always seemed to
disappear. The drive was hard work, The men went to bed long after

"Range Survey Trip Over Unit or Allotment Mo, 7 within Utah
C¥azing District We, 6 by mombers of the Utah Ne, 6 local Advisory
T¢ord wnd mambarvs of the Divicier o0 Grazins,' TLI Hisiovin Yiler,
ionticello District Heedguarters, ..onticello, Utzh. Scorup was a
meiber of the local advisory board,

2§§ Interviow, Sheire with James Scorup, May 19, 1972,
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dark only to get up azain around 2:00 A.M. Food consisted of bacon
and potatoes for breakfast, a fast mid-day meal, and beef, a canned
vegetable, potatoes, and sourdough or baking powder biscuits for
dinner. A normal drive lasted about 12 days. When it was over, the
men werc glad to get back to the Dugout.

Vinter found the cattle in the canyon country, a part of which
is today included in Canyonlands National Park. Jim Scorup provided
a description of what it was like to work cattle in the canyons. A
trip into" the area started at the Dugout. There each man packed his
belongings, a couple of changes of clothes, and his bedding om a pack
mule, Other mules carried food, often kegs of drinkinsg water, and
grain for the horscs. Each man took two horses wiiich he rode on al-
ternate days., Arriving in the canyons the men made camp at a spring
that had been in use since the days of the Indian Creek settlers and
the Texans., lMany of these camps were located in caves, One was
situated under one of the bridges in Natural Bridges iHational Monu-
ment. The cave or arch became home. A working day lested from before
daylight until after dark. The main task was just keeping an eye on
the cattle, moving them around to feed and water and making sure they
were alrizht., At tines calves were branded, cut (castrated), and
vaccinated. Cooking took place over an open fire. A dutch oven was
constzantly in use and the food consisted of the usuzal cowboy gourmet
delights: bacon and hash browms, canned vegetables and fruits, baking
powder biscuits, and the always present cofiee. A typical tour at a
carp lasted six weelts, but it was not ucknowm that a cowboy spent
three, four, and even iive months pursuing his lonely occupation.
When a cowboy came tack to the Dugout, he usually got three days oif
to zo to town to visit his family or have a fling. He also got a
week oif at Christmas, Al Scorup allowed no women at the Dugout,
save for an occasional Ms cook. Thexpay was not muchéﬁﬁg@ggggpnth
and board and room, but it was steady. Scorup, who never missed a
payroll, deranded that kis men work as long and as hard as he himself
did. He could be as contentious as a stubdorn steer, but he always
treated the men fairly. A "rip ass," the cowboy who enjoyed running
the cows or jerking horses around, did not last long. The many camps
that dot the present park bear witness to the cowbcys wno worked im
the area. The accompanying mep shows the locations of many of them.

Scorup was not only ccncerned about the cuantity of animals sent
to market, but also about the quality of his herd. GHe purchased the
best Hereford bulls "meoney could buy.” S & S maintained two or three
pure bred herds. Cne of them was'kept on Salt Creek. They were koown
as :theMaristocrats.” Scorup was also interested in improving the
raﬁngw'ln cooperation with the BLY he strung miles ¢f fence and comn-
struzicd countloss resgrvaire.,  Some of them ware mat svccrrsiul, Vo
socncr Cié they fil: up with water thian 2 sink hole cpemec. iaere
the vater want nobody knew.
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Beginning ir the 1950s both the Forest Service and the BLL{ started
cutting back -on the number of cattle allowed to graze the public domain.
From 1943 to 1953 the government agencies had allowed 6,640 cattle.22
After that the number fell. Overgrazing had been a major range problem
since the days of the huge Texas herds. The BLM started tightening up.
At the same time pressure to remove cattle from .the Natiomal Park Service
administered natural areas increased. 1In the eyes of, many nature lovers,
the cattle not only overgrazed the land upsetting delicate ecological
systems, but they were also incompatible with scenic landscapes and
preserved natural wonders. Yhen in 1962 the state of Utah studied the
potential ecounomic impact of the proposed Canyonlands Nationmal Park,

o ly‘603 cattle, 6,436 sheep, and 13 horses were grazing on park land. 23
Jim Scorup can remember whem it was common to put 1,200 head into the
ﬂeedxes alone. By 1967 the number of cattle on park land had dropped

to a few hundred head from December to the end of TFebruary. The area
was rated as containing only 550 AUls (animal unit months)

Al Scorup's death _.in 1959 marked the end of an era in cattle
raising in southeastern Utah. His had been a rags to riches story
in the Horztio Alger interpretation of .the American Dream. He came
to the canyons in 1891 as a 19-year-old green cowboy working enother
man's cattle. Wnen he died, he was among Utah's largest cattle ranchers
and had been elected to the Cowboy Hall of Fame., During his almost 70
years of hard and persistent endeavor, he had proven that man could
turn the environment of thc canyonlands to his advantage. He challenged
the slick rock country and it yielded. In so doinz he defined a level
of man's relatedness to nmature: our continuous striving to humanize
our environment through exploitation of its natural resources. Tiae
land, which he called his worst enemy and his best friead, was indeed
his, as he was indeed the land's.

In 1967 the Scorup. and_SomerVLlle Cattle Company went out of
business. Robert Redd, a2 young and energetic cattleman and a member
of a family long in the cattle raising business, purchased the ranch.
He changed its name to the Indian Creek Cattle Company. Today as one
drives down Indian Creel: on his way into Canyonlands National Park he
passes the Dugout, ranch headguarters vhere Bobby Redd makes his hoce.
Back under the large Cottonwoods the visitor can see the structures
put up over the years®¥yiGoudelock and Scorup. Irrigzated fields stand
green. Herefords peacefully graze against a backdrop of rimrock and

22. S & S File, BLYM Records.

23, ‘tohert D, EZduinster, fn Zcon
Mational Parli and Related lLecreat
s“

Burezu of ELconomic and Lusines

Zgg S & S File, BLH Records.
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blue sky., Cattle raising continues on the east side of the Colorado,
althouzgh it will soon end in the park itself. Continuing down the
road one sees sizns of cowboy activity. At the park entrance there

is a large corral in the canyonland tracition. Rimrock forms three
sides of the corral with a brush and pole fence on the forth., A

few miles into the park the visitor comes to a side road which takes
him to Cave Spring. If he expected to see a babbling brook, he is
sadly disaprointed. The spring is nothing more than a seep emitting
its precious water drop by drop. But it is water, and where there

was water-the cowboys made a camp. The nearby cave, enclosed by a
pole fence, remains remarkably as it was during the years before auto-
mobiles traversed the area. It is a well preserved artifact of cat-
tle raising on the east side of Canyonlands National Park. This study
tecomnends that it be preserved as a Canyonlands historic resource.
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Part Three
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Between the Rivers

Althoeugh the area of Canyonlands National Park east of the Colorado
River was the most important cattle raising section in the park, cattle
also grazed in other areas. Such an area was the large "V" between the
Colorado and Green Rivers.

Unfertunately, Utah historians have not studied the local history
of this area. As a result there is no. published information on cattle
Taising between the rivers. Given such linmited secondary sources, it
is not possible to construct an accurate chronological picture of all
the men who at one time or another ran cattle in this section of the
park. Interviews with local residents help fill the gap, but the total
picture remains fragmentary.

Many individulas have throvugh the years raised cattle on the public
domain in the middle section of Canyonlands Nationmal Park. The place
nanes for many oi the &rea's topographical features are at the same
tlme a listing of sote-of these ren. Grey's Pasture, the Shaffer Trail,
Marphy Hogbecl, -Tayler Canyon, and Holeman Spring Basin are all naned
after early day czttlemen., Other names, such as Stewart, Loveridze,
Tibbets, McCarty, Sullivan, Ecker, and Baker are associated with the
area, Unfocrtunately, none of these men wrote their wmemoirs,

In his overview of the Utah cattle industry, Everett L. Cooley,
2 close student of the subject, places the area between the Green and
Coloracdo from 1886 to 1893 within the vast ranges of Preston Nutter.!l
Along with the Carlisles and John Cunningham, Nutter was one of Utzh's
early day cattle kings., If Nutter cattle ever grazed between the two
rivers in todeay's park, there is no record of it. It is coubtful that
his operations extended that far south,

The first men tc run cattle in this area were the families who
settled in &nd around lMoab, As we have alrecdy seen, the Maxvells,
Rays, and iicCartys came to the Lz Sal Mouatains around 1877. Following
them in 1873, '79, and '60 were the Powells, Shaifers, Tibbets, and
Pierces. These families settled in the Yoab area. In the early 15830s
came others such as the ifurphys znd the Loveridges. lHore followed.

%?f Everett L. Cooley, "An Overview of Utezh's Cattle Industry," Utzh
“Fistorical Cuatterly, 32 (Sumacr 1964), no. 3, p. 179.

23



Most of these families depended on cattle raising for their liveli-
hood. The carly arrivals, e.g. the Maxwells and Rays, moved into
the choice La Sal Mountains. As the better ranges were taken up,
new arrivals spread out from Moab looking for places to graze their
cattle. Some moved over the Colorado.

The first man to graze cattle on the Big Flats or Grey's Pasture
is unknown. 1In the late 1880s or early ¥890s one Deb Taylor moved
cattle into the areca of the Big Flat and Taylor Canyon. At about
the same time the’ Muxpﬁyghggt“cattle onto the Island-in-the-Sky.2 By
the turn of the cehtury they had been joined by Al Holeman and, in
addition, by men named Reardomn, Snyder, and Patterson. Together
these men held dowvn the Big Flat, Grey's Pasture, and Taylor Canyon.

It is unclear how they utilized these ranges. For some the area
was a winter range. In the suzmer the cattle were driven to the La
Sal Mountain. Others, however, used these ranges the entire year.
In summer the cattle grazed Big Flat and Grey's Pasture and in the
winter they moved to lower elevations, For example, Taylor and loleman
drifted their cattle down Taylor Canyon to the Green and then along
the river bottom 2ad into the area of Upheaval Dome. As of 1914 this
area was locally knowm as the Taylor-Holeman range. How many cattle
were involved is unknown.

Sometime after 1900 a man named John Jackson moved into the area,
Jackson had sold out at Blue lbuntain and moved to ticab, He rean cat-
tle in the Dry Valley - Hatch Foint - Hart Draw region. Seeking a
winter range, he one fall drove his herd down Cave Spring Wash to the
Colorado. He crossed over near Potash and drifted the animals 2as far
south a2s Monument Basin. About 1914 or 1915 the Shaffer family, which

- had previously purchased the range of a man named Stewart, bought
Jackson's range. -John-Shaffer, or "Sogg" as many people called him,
_put cattle below the Neck. He is best remembered for his development

of the Shaffer trail,

Also in 1914 Ogi-\Hnrphy and his brother Jack were looking for e
range. Jack, 24 av™ehe time, had heard that there was open range between
the rivers from one High Turnmer. Jack went down Indian Creek and crossed
the Cclorado. He liked what he saw. Returning to lMoab he talked to his
l6-year-old brother Ctho and together they decided to give it a try.
Taking 25 head they moved into the area. Hurphy's range extended from
what is today called the Murphy Hogback down to the confluence of the
rivers and back up to Monument Basin. The area north of Murphy's range
on the west was controlled by Tayler. On the east Shaffier hacd the range
above tionument Basin., Tor the next three years the two brothers woried

gg? Interview, Sheire with Otho liurphy, May 21, 1972.
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cattle in this area of the park. During this time they built the
trail named after them. 1In 1917 they decided to purchase more cat-
tle. Since they did not have the cash, they borrowed from a Moab
bank. The brothers moved the new stock onto their range between .
the rivers. By working hard, they were confident, they could soon
pay off the note. Unfortunately, embezzlement intervened when some-
one at the bank ran off with its funds. This forced the bank's
president to call in loans. The Murphys were forced to sell their
cattle, and thus ended their days as Canyonlands cattlemen.3

Effram Moore, Bill Tibbets, Kenny Alredd, Art Ecker, '"Wash"
Johnson, Orthel Pederson, Carlisle Baker, the Loveridges, Art Murray,
and the Perkins are all names of men who raised czttle in this century
in the area between the two rivers which is now a part of Canyonlands
National Park. Some of them, such as Ecker and Baker, also raised
horses. The Loveridges tan large numbers of sheep in the area. Unfor-
tunately, a clear, consistent picture of who had which range and for
how lonz is not available.

Ray Holyoczk, a Moeb cattleman whose family came to southeastern

Utah with the Hole-in-the-Tlock group, is another of the men who had
cattle between the rivers. Holyoak's outfit is a good illustration

f how cattlemen operated in this moust difficult enviromnment. DBetween
1929 and 1937 Holyozk together with a brother and "Wash" Johnson worked
anywhere from 250 to 500 cattle. Their range covered most of the area
on both sides of Islanc-in-the-Sky. It extended from above Murphy's
liozback around and belosr White Rim to the Shaffer Trail., Holyoak uti-
lized the area as a winter range. The cycle was similar to that on

the east side of the park. In October the cattle were drifted down
from the higher plateaus such as the Big Flat or the La Sal Mountains
into the canyon country. There they grazed until the middle of May,
when they were again moved to higher elevatiorms. Roundups took place
in both spring and fall, Like Scorup's cowboys, Holyoak literally
lived with the cattle during the time they were in the present park.
Trips into the area lasted anywhere from one to two months. A trip

out to Moab to get fresh horses and supplies was limited to a few short
days, and then it was pack the mules and back to the cattle. There
were not many well established cowboy camps on this side of the park.
Holycak and Johmnson spread out their blankets wherever there was suf-
ficient water and wood. Food consisted of canned goods, dried fruit,
salted bacon, cured ham, aad, of course, potatoes. Drinking water was
often packed in five gallon kegs. Dutch ovens, tin cups and plates,
and kettles were also a part of the camp gear. The day began at first
light end lasted until after dark, The cows reguirced constant atten-
tion moving them from one grazing zrez to the zmext, from one rock tan¥
to unother. Some winters there was not enough siow and water gave out.

3. 1Ibid.
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Yhen this happcned, it was necessary to move the cattle dowa to the
river. It was a tricky task, because therec was always the danger
that the animals would get bogsed down in the quicksand along the
river bank. -When water was scarce there was enother danger, namely,
the cows could choke to death., The cattle would 'drift out to the
edge of a rim and remain there breathing the moist air coming up from
the river. 1If a cowboy was not close at hand, the cows would simply
stand there until they Ichekegeite - '

Tekiang care of the cattle for seven months was tiresome and
tedious work. But moving them out of the area was the most difficult
time of ycar. Holyoak used all the trails, the Shaffer, Murphy, and
the treil around Upheaval Dome znd out Taylor Canyon. In one respect
the trails were an advantage. One simply threw poles across them to
keep the cattle from wandering out of the area. Holyoak had matural
fences on his range. liowever, when it ceme time to push the cattle
up the trail, they became cangerous. Holyoak remembers that 1934
was a particularly bad year. There had been no rain and water was
scarce. He had already been ten days trailing them out and they were
becozing tired, foot sore, and, above all, thirsty. On the Shaffer
Trail, which at places narrows to three feet, they started bealling
up. The lead cows, smelling the humid air rising out of the canyon,
turned end attempted to go back cown the trail. As more animals turned,
their horns hooked cows coming behind them. &4s these now fxei htenéd.
cattle attezpted to turn around quickly on the narrow trail, @%ey“{ﬁ
turc hooked cows bunched up against them. Holyoak twas helpless. He
could not get up into the conzcestion to straighten the herd out. One
cow after another lost its footinz and dropped off the trail. Tumbling
dovn the hillside the helpless animal lodged in some rocks. where it
was impossible to get it loose. q§ézggk;§atd that he had to cut the
throats of 29 cattle during this particular drive out., It was a sub-
stantial loss in 2 depression year, For seven months he had cared
for the cattle from dawn to dusk only to see 29 of them die before
he could get them to market or to the summer range. After this ex-
perience Holyoak went to dehorming, which would prevent hooking in
the future. FHe also decided to find a more hospitable place to raise
his cattle. 1In 1937 he left the stancding up country.4

Its remoteness from civilization made this area of the park e
perfect setting for tales of rustlers. Only tenacious cattlemen ven-
tured into the area which was something of a barrier between eastern
and middle Utah. Cattle stolen in middle Utah could be consicdered
home free once the thieves got them through the canyon country. A
Tew niles ehesad lay the Colorado border and a ready meritet. There
is little doubt that stolem cattle passed through this area going
from cne side to the cther, but it is doubtiul that it was a feveorite

PO b R PO, S T
TustLer -..G;Q\:bha.'.i‘.k"n

4, Interview, Sheire with DNay Holyoal:, lay 21, 1972,
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In 1962, when the establishment of Canyonlands National Park
was being discussed, it was reported that there were only 23 cattle
grazing between the rivers. There were, however, 5,638 sheep on
permit.s This would seem to indicate that the area had lost its .
interest as a cattle range. The number of cattle had slowly declined
during the 1940s and 1950s. As happened in other areas of San Juan
and Grand Counties, sheep, once the cattleman's worst enemy, replaced
cattle as the area’s principal hoofed visitor. Beyoﬁd the boundary,
however, on the Biz Flat and down Horse Thief Point cattle still
graze. At Horse Thief Ranch 'Mac' McKinney, a former National Park
Service employée at Afches, and his wife operate a small ranch. Their
home, which is a study of the blending of native materials and environ-
ment, stands as a living artifact of how cattlemen adapted to the area.

i}:dminister, An Economic Stuly of the Proposed Canyornlancs Nationszl
Jrark, p. 126,
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Man's relationship to Utah's canyon country has been long. 1Indians
were the first people to inhabit the area. Over a long perlod of time
they succcssfully adapted their settlement patterns and subsistence
types to the area's natural enviromment. The Eurocamerican presence in
the area is a relatively recent development. It has only been a century
since the first settlers arrived on Dlue lMountain and at Moab, La Sal,
and Bluff, Like the Indians they displaced, these Americans defined
their relationchip to the area in terms of its ability to provide the
materizl basis for their society,

The Texans were the first to arrive. lMotivated primarily by
visions of large profits, they extended the 19th century range cattle
industry into western Colorado and southeastern Utah. The Carlisles'
Fansas and New Mexico Cattle and Land Company and John ‘M. Cunninsham's
Pittsburgh Czttle Company were in their structure, organization, and
management sinilar to the other large cattle companies that dominated
the western ranges from Texas to Montanma. Decause their interests
rested almost exclusively in cattle raising as big business, they de-
voted little energy to buildingz comrmunities and developing aa infra-
structure. Uhazn the ranze cattle industry declined curing the 1390s,
they declined with it and left the area, Their legacy was a substan-
tial body of folklore. Ifore importantly, they had provea that the
area would support cattle. Their large herds undoubtedly overgrazed
the ranges and damaged them for decades to come, but they had demon-
strated that by utilizing the mountzins and high plateaus as a surmer
- tange and the canyons as a winter range cattle would thrive. They
developed the basic techniques of-.cattle raising in the area, tech-
niques that continue to the present day,

The Mormon settlers at Moab, Lz Sal, and Bluff cazme into the
area with intentions different then those of the Texans. Their ob-
jectives were to make pecace with the Indians (e.g. the 1580 Hole-in-
the-Rock Peace lission vhich founded Bluff) and develop cormunities.
They were motivated as much by religious dedication to their "stake,"”
as these scttlements were called, as by thoughts of material well
being. Their desire to establish small businesses, schools, churchs,
and social services distinguished them from the Texans who in the
beginning were theirt ueizhbors. They too depended on the land. Eco-
noanleally ther defized tieir &elﬁt1~:s“:p tc the canysn 2antTy i
terms of the types coi agricultural activity thet were adapicble to
the environoment's conditions. They cug irrigation ditches, planted
orchards and crops, and raised cattle and sheep, Their velationship
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to the arid land wvas immediate. Devising techniques which when ap-
plied to the environment would yield bountiful harvests and increased
herds consumed their energies. They had neither the time nor the
means nor indeed the education to perceive the canyon country in terms
other than as an environment to be mastered so that their communities
would prosper. With a primitive technology they challenged the land,
adapted to it, and conquered it. Al Scorup, who arrived with literally
nothing, learned that the area from, Indian Creek to the San Juan would
support cattle, ii one stayed with the animals and moved them around
in winter. The men wno ran cattle betiwecn the Colorado and Green
learned the same lesson., In the role and function of the cattleman
they related to the canyons. They were never in harmony with their
eavirconment nor did they viev the landscape as a place where immortal
truths are forever taught. A drought could wipe out years of hard
work. The blowing sand, which sculptured the rock, made their lives
miserable. Deep snow could force them to-borrow to buy expensive
feed, znd it thea took years to pay back the loan. J. A, Scorup sum-
marized the cattleman's relationship to the canyon country when he
called it his worst enemy and his best friend.

The cattle ranchers were not interested in scenic or natural
values. These were perceptions of the area cultivated by men who
woriied and lived in differeat environments. Some residents deeply
appreciated the mystery and beauty of the area. Kent Frost, wio grew
up on a farm near the canyons, wrote a booli called ly Canvonlands in
which he describes how the standing up country became 2 life leng
fascinsztion. But Frost is an exception. The cattlemen did not think.
of the canyons in aesthetic or scieantific categories. Talk of the
region's wilderness values or its ecological uniqueness left them
unmoved. They were not nature lovers or preservationists. But if
they did not perceive the canyons aesthetically nor joy in its geo-
logical anc¢ archeological treasures, they were still of the land.

In a naturalistic sense the environment conditioned them. Physicelly

their shoulders hunched up. Even walking dovn the street in Monticello

or lioab the cattlemen appeared as if they were moving cows in a sand

storm or watchinzg the animals with their backs to a winter wind. Their

lined and furrowed faces spoke of dust, sun, and wind. Psychologically

and intellectually they related to the changing seasons and nature's

rhythra. Each sezson brought it own conditioms. liove the cattle to

summer pastures in the spring, get them down into the canyons in winter.

When the .rhytmm was broken, when a violent stomm struck or it did not
“; eV sufiered. VWhen the weather wes good, vwhen it rairned and

snO\ed and the springs ran full and the fields were well irrigated,

the cattle did well, to the cowboy's silecnt contentment. Vhen the

fall érive was over, =znd thc catile had been delivercd to Thompson

c. thz vearlings acld to anmother rancher, thore was satisfact’en

They had worleé hard for & ycar and they had been roiwarded. laere

was money in the bank to pay off loaams, btuy & new bull, or make im-

provements at home. Ricding home from Thompson in tiie cool fall air

30



they looked out across the spires and pinnacles of the jazged canyons.
For a roment there was recognition, sympathy, and ideantity. The land
belonged to them, because they belonged to the land. Then the wind
came up and the sand started to blow. Hunching their shoulders they
hurried the horses along. They had better get home for there was work

to do. .
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Recomnendation for Historic Preservation
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Canyonlands and Natural Bridces are of course natural areas.
Thelr preservation and interpretation are rooted in natural and
scenic values, At the same time both areas have an interesting hu-
man history. One phase of that history is the cattle industry in
southeastern Utah which this Historic Resource Study (HRS) sketches
in its broad outlines. Artifacts of the cattle industry are found
in Canyonlands. These historic resources consist of cowboy camps
2nd reservoirs., In addition, the park's trails were originally laid
out and often developed by the cattlemen. This HRS recommends that
artifacts of the cattle raising period in Canyoniands be preserved.

At the present time the cowboy camp at Cave Spring, which ac-
cording to Jim Scorup was one of the most important, is preserved
in a fine condition. It is recommended that this camp continue to
be preserved. Technically this resource is of the third order of
sicaificance (that is, local significance to be contrasted with state
or national significance). The recoimended level of treatment is
preservation. The resource is in a condition that no restoration
2nd/or reconstruction is mecessary. Preservaticn of the resocurce
will recuire stabilizaztion and meintenmance. A historical zavchitect
can be consulted for recommendations concerning stabilization and
maiatenance,

At the present time the Cave Spring Camp contains a variety of
objects connected with a cowboy camp, (e.g. a2 stove, feed box, bot-
‘tles, cans, horse equipment, and the like). Many of these objects
" are as much memorabilia as authentic camp fixtures. HMany are not
historic and still others would not have been found at the camp. It
is recomended the furnishings of the cave be restored to their his-
toric appearance. There are still many older cowboys in the area
who worked for Scorup who can be helpful (Jim Scorup, who lives in
Monticelle, is ome possibility).

The Cave Spring resource is already cdeveloped. A good secondary
road extends to the site. Considerction could be given to improving
parking. It is remarkable that the site has not been vancdaliced.

Trie objects in the cave could be easily stolen, yet this has not
hz-pened., Protection, hLowrever, could become (inceed, should becomz)

2 problem, It is recormszadea thalt the gates to the cove br cleszd

ond thot visiters mot Le ciiow2d te emter the ceve dtscil.,  1ae Vieltew

can obtain a good view of the camp from outside the fence.
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The Cave Spring camp is the only historic resource connected
with the cattle raising theme that is recommended for formal pres-
ervation, However, the other cowboy camps scattered throughout
the park should be regarded as historic resources. They should not
be torn down or in other ways demolished. Consideration could be
given to placing interpretive markers at these sites. Given the
preserving qualities of the dry environment, thése camps will be
recognizable for decades to come., They should not be made the ob- -
ject of visitor use by formally classifying them as historic re-
sources. - Rather, ‘they will there for the visitor to encounter as
he enjoys the park's scenic and natural values.

The preserved Cave Spring camp will be self interpreting. In
addition, the parlk may wish to consider a small publication which
briefly tells the story of cattle raising in the area. Interpretation
by IiPS personnel will depend on their interest in the resource. Per-
sonnel stationed in the Yteedles district especially may be interested
in reading the HES and/or the bibliography. The interaction of man
and his envirconment is at the present time very popular throughout
the service. In the Canyonlands-Natural Bridges-Arches area the
cattle industry was historically 2 mzjor moment in man's interaction
with his enviromment. By successfully adeptinz cattle raising to
the southeastern Utzh environment, the early day cattleman proved
that the area could support types of human endeavor. The aesthetic
and natural science values of these areas are indeed their major
interest. But it is well to remember that in the past men did work
end presver in such an environment. The preservation of historic
resources is one way of rememvering that past.

(93
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Historical Rase Map



This historical tase map pertains only to the cattle industry.
Other sites of historical interest such as archeological sites, the
sites of mining activity, or the paths of early explorers are not
shovn on the map. The sites identified are those of cowboy camps.
Cattle trails are in most cases identical with the present day trail
system, Tioe location of the camps was obtcined through interviews
with local individuals associated with cattle raisiag in the park,
The mzp is protably not a definitive identification of all the lo-
cations in the park where cowvboys camped through the years. The
map does, however, identify the more important and most used camps.
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" Being a Historic Resource Study for a natural area, this study
was judged to require a "B" level of investigation. Research took
place in selected published and documentary sources of known or pre-
sumed relevance that were readily zccessible without extensive travel
that were of a scope, organization, and content that promised
ipeditious extraction of relevant data. Exposition has been in rno
reater detail than directly required to evaluate the significance
f the historic resources.

Le

A number of books that survey the range cattle industry during
its heyday during the second half of the 19th century were examined
for the purpose of placing the Utah developments in proper perspec-
tive. They are:

Cully, Joha H,, Cattle, Horses, and Mea of the
Vestern Nange, (Los Angeles, 1940).

Dale, Edward Everett, The Ranze Cattl
Ranching on the Great Plzins Irom
(lorman, 1%5G).

Frink, Maurice, V., Turrentine Jackson, Agnes Wright
Spring, When Grass Was Xing, (Boulder, 1956).

Pelzer, louis, The Cattleman's Frontier, ' (Y¥ew York,
1936).

All these sources give a good overview of the subject. 1In relation
to Utah they make clear that the state was not a major participant

irn the 19th century range cattle becom. Yihen Grass Vas Xinz discusses
the activities of the Kansas and New Mexico Cattle and Land Company
in southeastern Utah, but the book does not zo into any detail. To-
gether these sources convincingly demonstrate that, althouzh the
country east of the canyonlands did participate in the 19th century
ranze cattle industry, the area was on the fringe of the major Great
Plains cattle raising regzion.

Surprisingly, there is no zood general scurce on the Utsh cattle
industry. The multi-velume Utah, 4 Centenmiel Mistorv, ecdited br
Uein Suttom (o York, 1S47), contcins a Cuazricr on llveziszl, but
there is no detail on the cevelopment oi cattle reising in the state.
Tnere are several essays on the history of cattle reising in the
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LSLOT Eél"ﬁﬁafté%leggch as Don D. VWalker, "Longhorns Come
to_ ah, - (Spring 1962), no. 2, but they usually deal with a
ecific cattleman or a particular aspcct of the industry. The
summer 1964 volume of the Quarterly is devoted entirely to the-
cattle industry and is the best single source for a general re-
view of Utah cattle raising. It also contains articles on specific
cattlemen. All the articles were used in preparing this study with
Don D. Walker's "The Carlisles: Cattle Barons of the Upper Basin,"”
and Neal Lzmbert's "Al Scorup, Cattleman of the Canyons,” being
the most valuable. 1In Standirz Up Countrv, The Canvon Land of
Utah and Arizona (Mew York, 19%4) C, Gregory Crampton presents
a well written and beautifully illustrated history of the region.
His brief discussion of cattle raising in the area is good given
the scarcity of sources available to him. In addition a paper by
the same author, "The San Juan Historical Sites," Anthropological
Papers, University of Utah, no. 70 (June 1964) throws light on
early settlement in San Juan County. Edward Abbey, Slickrock,
The Canvon Country of Southeast Utan (New York, 1971) is a typical
beautiful Sierra Club publication, but it is of little value on
the history of the area. 1Indeed, Abbey's text demonstrates the
antipathy of the contemporary nature lover to human activities,
such as cattle raising, in the slick rock country. Three technical
reports deal with the economics of cattle raising in the canyonlands
and Utah in general. They arc:

Renort of the Uteh Committee on a Proposed
Canyoznlands lational Park in Szn Juszn, i'2vne,
and Garfizld Counties, Utah, 1962 (This is a
publication of the Utah legislature)}.

Evans, John R., et. al., Beef Cattle in the
Utah Economy, University of Utah, the Bureau
of Econonic and Business Research, December,
1962.

Edmimbster, -Robert Ry, An- Economic Studgﬁof
the Provosed Canvonlands tlational Pari¥znd
Related Recreation Resources, University of
Utah Bureau of Econcmic and Business Research,

1962,

None of these reports discuss the historical aspects of cattle raising
as a business or industry. Thc Zcéminister study does, however, con-
tain statistics on the number of range znimals in Canyoenlands at the
time of its establishment.

ong the best sources for the histery of cattic raising iu_the
cenyon country are the local histories written by residents of the
area. There are a number of such historics.
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Lyman, Albert R., Indians and Outlaws, the
Settling of the San Juan Frontier, (Salt
Lake, 1962).

Perkins, Cornelia Adams, Marian Gardner,
Nielson, lLenora Butt Jones, Szza of San’

2egl FE wel .
Juan County, Daughters of Utah Pioneers,
19638.
e Tanner, Fran l!!cConkie, A lUistory of loab,

Utzah, (oab, 1937).

Silvey,-Frank,. Historv and Settlement of
Northern 327 Juan CountV, G.p., DRed.,
(copy Utah Historical Society).

Being local histories these books are primarily interested in dis-
cussing the pioneer period in the area. They identify the first
people who lived in each community and narrate stories of diffi-
culties with the Indians, outlairs; and the Texans. Each of these
sources concerns itself with the early cattlemen in the canyon
country, but none of them go into any detail om the industry itself.

The best source on the Carlisle brothers' operation is the
Vallier article noted zbove, 1In addition the Colorado Historical
Socze;} in its xcstern range collections has micreciilm ccpies of

“The {ansas and MNew Mexico Cattle and Land Company, lemoranduam
and Articles of Association." Unfortunately, the same depository
does not have any other compamy records.

In addition to the Lambert article, "“Al Scorup, Cattleman of
the Canyons," there are several other sources dealing with the area's
best known cowboy. David S. Lavender in his One Man's Uest (¥ew
York, 1936) devotes a chapter to Scoruo s rise entitled "lormon
Cowboy." ThesBu T ‘ gement: records, Record Group. 49,
Denver Federa necord Centcr, contain ‘a Tarze "S'& S Cattle Cozpany"
file. This file details the permits issued to the Scorup and Somer-
ville Cattle Company. 1In addition it contazins some interesting cor-
respondence on Scorus's dealinzs with this federal zgency. ther
sources on the Scorup brothers wihich were not examined include Stena
Scorup, J. S. Scorup: A Utah Cattlemcn, n.p., n.d. The author was
not about to locate a copy of this privately printed book either in
¥onticello or at the Utah ngtor’cgl Society. The author also dicd
not exzmine anv of the compeny's records tnht are cpparcatly in the
roegrenzlion of lirs, Herve .11;' e, A1 3corup's daughter. Should
they ever becoze availadle, Lne) vould tirow mew 1Izit ca the Cllegahy
activities,
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