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A six-month moratorium on applications for “production water disposal and
recycling facilities” was enacted by the Grand County Council last week. 

A majority of the council agreed with the premise of the proposed ordinance that
“the potential impacts of [such] facilities on adjacent uses, infrastructure, and air
and water quality [are] of compelling, countervailing public interest....”

Council member Ken Ballantyne joined those four in voting for the moratorium
in order to give planning staff more time to prepare “something we can sink our
teeth into.”

“I think this is a move to stop” desirable economic development that is rightfully
regulated and approved by the state, council member Gene Ciarus said as he and
Pat Holyoak voted against the moratorium.

Council members agreed with Grand County planning staff that the moratorium
would not apply to the expansion of the existing disposal facility at Danish Flats,
because that is already approved, or to the application for the proposed
Westwater Farms recycle/well injection facility because that application has
already been received.

Grand County Engineer Mark Wright explained that those two facilities could
handle expected growth in the delivery of produced water from oil and gas
wells, mainly located in Colorado, during the time of the moratorium.

The ordinance states that the council needs time to review waste water processes
and regulations and it is necessary to prohibit produced water facility
development while “information may be researched and appropriate land use
regulations may be considered. “

Grand County Planning and Zoning commissioner Ed Bridges agreed a
moratorium is needed to give time to delve into complications, but he warned
the council not to put up a “road block” that will stop economic development.

Bryon Walston, a member of the Grand County School Board, reminded the
council that county voters rejected a voted leeway that would have raised much-
needed funds for school operation. He said water disposal fees could be used to
make up for that and that production water disposal is a good industry if it is
“done right.”

Land uses that are hazardous must be required to make sure they are “damn
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good neighbors,” said council chairman Bob Greenberg as he noted that
production water “will not go away” and the I-70 corridor is a good place to
dispose of it.

A key is that the moratorium refers to land uses, it does not refer to the
permitting of disposal techniques, such as well injection, which is governed by
the state, said Clint Dworshak, compliance and public outreach manager for the
Utah Division of Oil, Gas, and Mining, in a telephone interview. 

“We think the best way [to dispose of produced water] is to inject into a suitable
formation,” Dworshak said. “Once it’s injected it’s out of the way.” 

He explained that residents and local governments can protest permits granted by
his agency through a well-defined process.

The state has no problem with the county charging disposal fees and monitoring
performance at disposal sites, Dworshak said.

A major issue, according to Dworshak, is that Utah has no means to monitor the
quantity or quality of produced water coming into the state from Colorado,
except for reports provided by the disposal facilities.

“We have no jurisdiction over those wells over there,” he said, noting that within
Utah the use of water in oil and gas wells and the disposal of water from those
wells is monitored at every step in the process.
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