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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION AND NEED FOR THE PROPOSED ACTION 

INTRODUCTION 

This Environmental Assessment has been prepared to analyze the potential impacts of Earth 
Energy Resources Inc (EER) proposed well pad expansion.  EER currently has an approved 
right-of-way, UTU-86004, which authorizes a water well, well pad and buried water and a power 
line. EER has requested to amend their existing ROW UTU-86004 to expand their water well 
pad to 200’ X 200’ and their pad area for the pump house to  25’ X 30’. EERs request to widen 
the pipeline width from 20 feet to 40 feet was withdrawn on June 15, 2010, and is consequently 
not part of this proposed action. 

The EA is a site-specific analysis of potential impacts that could result with the implementation 
of a proposed action or alternatives to the proposed action.  An EA assists the BLM in project 
planning and ensuring compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), and in 
making a determination as to whether any “significant” impacts could result from the analyzed 
actions.  “Significance” is defined by NEPA and is found in regulation 40 CFR 1508.27.  An EA 
provides evidence for determining whether to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
or a statement of “Finding of No Significant Impact” (FONSI).  A Decision Record, which 
includes a FONSI statement, is a document that briefly presents the reasons why implementation 
of the selected alternative would not result in “significant” environmental impacts (effects) 
beyond those already addressed in the Vernal Field Office Resource Management Plan 
(VFORMP), October 2008.  If the decision maker determines that this project has “significant” 
impacts following the analysis in the EA, then an EIS would be prepared for the project.  If not, a 
Decision Record may be signed for the EA approving the alternative selected. 

PURPOSE AND NEED FOR THE PROPOSED ACTION 

The BLM’s need is to: 

Consider approval of the application in a manner that avoids or reduces impacts on 
sensitive resource values associated with the project area and prevent unnecessary or und 
degradation of the public lands. 

EERs  need for the proposed action is to: 

Amend their ROW grant to expand their water well pad  to 200’ X 200’ , 0.92 acres  and 
their pad area for the pump house to  25’ X 30’, 0.017 acres to sufficiently drill and 
maintain the site.   

CONFORMANCE WITH BLM LAND USE PLAN(S) 

The proposed well pad and  related facilities would be in conformance with the Vernal Field 
Office RMP/ROD (October 31, 2008). The RMP/ROD decision allows for processing 
applications, permits, operating plans, mineral exchanges, leases on public lands in accordance 
with policy and guidance and allows for management of public lands to support goals and 



objectives of other resources programs, respond to public requests for land use authorizations, 
and acquire administrative and public access where necessary (RMP/ROD p.86). It has been 
determined that the proposed action and alternative(s) would not conflict with other decisions 
throughout the plan. 
 
A “No Surface Occupancy” (NSO) Stipulation exists in the RMP (p. K-5) that states, 
“Developed recreation sites will be closed to the shooting of firearms, grazing, and all forms of 
surface-disturbing activities.”  Upon initial review, the project proposal falls within a GIS 
polygon for the P.R. Springs recreation site, however, on the ground review clearly shows a site 
mapping error that would place the recreation site south and east of the proposed location 
approximately ¼  mile, and outside of the existing GIS polygon.  The proposed site does not fall 
within the developed recreation site and the polygon will be corrected internally by BLM. 
 

RELATIONSHIPS TO STATUTES, REGULATIONS AND OTHER PLANS 

This EA was prepared by the BLM in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act  
(NEPA) of 1969 and in compliance with all applicable regulations and laws passed subsequently, 
including the President’s Council on Environmental Quality regulations, and the U.S. 
Department of Interior requirements and guidelines listed in the BLM Manual Handbook H-
1790-1.  This EA assesses the environmental effects of the Proposed Action and the No Action 
Alternative. 
 
The proposed action is also consistent with the Uintah County General Plan as amended in 2007.  
The Uintah County General Plan contains specific policy statements addressing public and 
multiple-use resource use and development, access, and wildlife management.  In general, the 
Plan indicates support for development proposals through its emphasis on multiple-use public 
land management practices and responsible use and optimum utilization of public land resources.  
The County, through the Plan, supports the development of natural resources as they became 
available as new technology allows. 
 

CHAPTER 2  
 DESCRIPTION OF ALTERNATIVES 

INTRODUCTION 

This EA focuses on the Proposed and No Action Alternatives. The No Action Alternative is 
considered and analyzed to provide a baseline for comparison of the impacts of the proposed 
action. 

PROPOSED ACTION 

Earth Energy has requested to expand their currently approved water well pad from 40’ X 60’ to 
200’ X 200’ and the pad area for the pump house from 8’ X 8’, 0.001 acres to 25’ X 30’, 0.017 
acres.  Only the area sufficient for the drill rig and ancillary equipment foot print would be 
disturbed, less than 0.92 acres.  The entire area (0.92 acres) covered by this water well pad has 
prior disturbance.  Webb Resources previously drilled and later abandoned a water well in 1961.  
Consequently, part of the proposed action area was previously disturbed and leveled by a 



bulldozer (see Appendix C, figure 2). Where possible, top soil would be removed prior to 
grading and stockpiled for reclamation.  EERs request to widen the pipeline width from 20 feet 
to 40 feet was withdrawn on June 15, 2010. 

Reclamation and stipulations would remain the same as was approved in the original grant on 
February 18, 2009, and as listed below:  

 A timing restriction shall be in order to protect crucial elk calving and deer 
fawning habitat, exploration, drilling and other development will not be allowed 
from May 15 – June 30. This limitation does not apply to maintenance and 
operations of the water well or pipeline.  This stipulation may be waived by the 
authorized officer if either the resource values change or the lessee/operator 
demonstrates that adverse impacts can be mitigated. 

 
 No construction or drilling will be allowed within the sage grouse nesting areas 

from March 1 through June 30.  This stipulation does not apply to operation and 
maintenance of production facilities.  Waivers, exceptions, or modification of this 
limitation may be specifically approved in writing by the authorized officer of the 
Bureau of Land Management if either the resource values change or the 
lessee/operation demonstrates that adverse impacts can be mitigated. 

 
 The pipeline and temporary construction areas shall be seeded during the fall 

(August 1 until snow covers the ground or the ground is frozen) with the 
following seed mix: 

 
 Mountain Big Sagebrush Artemesia tridentata vaseyana 0.5 lb/acre 
 Thickspike Wheatgrass Agropyron daystachyum  2 lb/acre 

Rocky Mountain Penstemon Penstemon strictus   1 lb/acre 
Needle and Threadgrass Stipa comata    2 lb/acre 
Squirreltail Grass  Sitanion hystrix   2 lb/acre 
 
All seed and mulch shall be certified weed free.  The seeding rates are 
recommended for drill seeding; the rate shall be doubled if the seed will be 
broadcasted. 
 
A reference site will be established adjacent to the disturbed area in undisturbed 
vegetation.  Monitoring data will be submitted to the BLM on an annual basis by 
March 1st of each year.  The objective is to establish vegetative basal cover that is 
75% of the undisturbed area within 5 growing seasons. 
 
The drill pad would be monitored for potential erosion problems, bermed and/or 
other energy dissipating structures will be installed or constructed. 
 
The operator shall control noxious weed species along the buried pipeline corridor 
and water well location.  The operator shall submit a Pesticide Use Plan (PUP) 
and receive approval prior to the application of herbicides or other potentially 
hazardous chemicals on Federal lands. 



 

NO ACTION 

The No Action Alternative would be to deny the application as proposed.  With this alternative 
BLM would not approve the well expansion and the applicant would be unable to safely drill and 
maintain the water well. 

CHAPTER 3 
AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT 

INTRODUCTION AND GENERAL SETTING 

Special Status Wildlife Species 
 
Sage grouse: 
The greater sage-grouse is a BLM sensitive species, and a federal candidate for listing under the 
ESA. These birds inhabit sagebrush plains, foothills, and mountain valleys. Sagebrush is the 
predominant plant of quality habitat. Factors involved in the decline in both the distribution and 
abundance of greater sage-grouse include permanent loss, degradation, and fragmentation of 
sagebrush-steppe habitat throughout the western states including Utah (Heath et al.1996, Braun 
1998). Documented severe populations declines (approximately 80%) occurred from the mid-
1960s to mid-1980s.  The proposed project is approximately 1.6 miles from the Monument Ridge 
sage- grouse lek. 
 
General Fish and Wildlife 
 
Big Game: 
Mule deer and elk from the Vernal Herd Unit occupy the surrounding area of the proposed 
project area on a year-round basis.  According to the Vernal Resource Management Plan the 
proposed project area is within crucial fawning and calving habitat (BLM 2008). 
 
Migratory birds: 
The Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) was implemented for the protection of migratory birds.  
Unless permitted by regulations, the MBTA makes it unlawful to pursue, hunt, kill, capture, 
possess, buy, sell, purchase, or barter any migratory bird, including the feathers or other parts, 
nests, eggs, or migratory bird products.  In addition to the MBTA, Executive Order 13186 sets 
forth the responsibilities of Federal agencies to further implement the provisions of the MBTA 
by integrating bird conservation principles and practices into agency activities and by ensuring 
that Federal actions evaluate the effects of actions and agency plans on migratory birds. 
 
Those migratory bird species that are BLM sensitive or are otherwise of special interest that may 
occupy the proposed project area are addressed below.  This section identifies all other migratory 
birds that may inhabit the project area, including those species classified as High-Priority birds 
by Utah Partners in Flight (Parrish et al 2002).  High-Priority species are denoted by an asterisk 
(*).    
 
 



Sagebrush -Steppe 
Migratory bird species commonly associated with the sagebrush-steppe community within the 
project area include: the Brewer’s sparrow* (Spizella breweri), grasshopper sparrow* 
(Ammodramus savannarum), green-tailed towhee* (Pipilo chlorurus), mountain bluebird* 
(Sialia currocoides), sage sparrow* (Amphispiza belli), sage thrasher* (Oreoscoptes montanus), 
Virginia’s warbler* (Vermivora virginiae), horned lark (Eremophila alpestris), loggerhead shrike 
(Lanius ludovicianus), western kingbird (Tyrannus verticalis), northern mockingbird (Mimus 
polyglottos), vesper sparrow (Pooecetes gramineus) and western meadowlark (Sturnella 
neglecta) (Parrish et al 2002). 
 
Successful reclamation efforts would return disturbed habitats to pre-disturbance levels and loss 
of vegetation would be a temporary impact to migratory bird habitat.  Thus, direct and indirect 
impacts to migratory bird species occurring in the project area would be minimal.  These impacts 
are not seen as contributing to the decline in overall migratory bird species’ populations.   
 
Recreation 
 
A “No Surface Occupancy” (NSO) Stipulation exists in the RMP (p. K-5) that states, 
“Developed recreation sites will be closed to the shooting of firearms, grazing, and all forms of 
surface-disturbing activities.”  Upon initial review, the project proposal falls within a GIS 
polygon for the P.R. Springs recreation site, however, on the ground review clearly shows a site 
mapping error that would place the recreation site south and east of the proposed location, and 
outside of the existing GIS polygon.  The proposed site does not fall within the developed 
recreation site and the polygon will be corrected internally. Therefore the analysis will not affect 
the current environment within the recreation site, so the P.R. Springs environment will not be 
described. 
 
Vegetation including Invasive Plants and Noxious Weeds 
 
The vegetation in the vicinity of the proposed project consists of a mountain shrub community.  
Common plant species for this plant community include serviceberry (Amelanchier sp.), 
mountain mahogany (Cercocarpus montanus), snowberry (Symphoricarpus), Gambel’s oak 
(Quercus gambelii), elk sedge (Carex geyeri), bluegrass (Poa sp.), and saline wildrye (Leymus 
salinus).  Within 0.5 miles of the proposed site there are several previously identified populations 
of black henbane (Hyoscyamus niger), a listed noxious weed in the state of Utah.  Additionally, 
due to past surface disturbing activities in the vicinity of the proposed project,  invasive plants 
such as cheatgrass (Bromus tectorum) and Russian thistle (Salsola sp.) may have established near 
the proposed project. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



CHAPTER 4 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

PROPOSED ACTION 

DIRECT AND INDIRECT IMPACTS 

Special Status Wildlife Species 
 
Sage grouse: 
The proposed action could result in direct and indirect impacts to sage-grouse with the proposed 
pad expansion.  Direct impacts would include a loss of nesting habitat.  Indirect impacts would 
include disturbance of courtship and nesting grounds, if construction activities would occur 
during the breeding period from March 1 to June 15.  Impacts would be minimized if the 
following timing restriction and mitigation measures were applied to the project area.   
  
Occupied habitat within the greater sage-grouse range has declined by about 60% from the 
historical extent; population declines have closely paralleled the decrease in habitat (Rowland 
2004).  Although urban expansion and the conversion of native habitat to agricultural purposes 
may account for most historical habitat loss, recent population declines (within the last 3 
decades) are largely attributed to decreasing suitability of sagebrush steppe habitat, resulting in 
the loss and fragmentation of sage-grouse habitat.  Invasive non-native plants – particularly 
cheatgrass – have dramatically shifted the structure and species composition in many areas.  
Cheatgrass has also influenced changes in fire frequency and severity within sagebrush habitats, 
leading to a shift from shrublands to grasslands and reducing the quality of sage-grouse habitat 
(UDWR 2002).  Since 1967, the number of male grouse on known breeding grounds in Utah has 
declined by approximately 50%, with recent declines attributed to habitat loss and fragmentation 
from agricultural encroachment, oil and gas development, overgrazing, drought and West Nile 
virus (UDWR 2002).  Brood counts and harvest data from the BLM and UDWR currently show 
a similar downward trend.  Activity on the Monument Ridge has declined since 1976 and no 
sage-grouse have been observed since 1990 on this lek.  The following mitigation will reduce the 
impacts of this project on sage-grouse.   
 
Mitigation:   
The proposed project area is located within a documented sage-grouse nesting area.  No surface-
disturbing activities are allowed within these areas from March 1 – June 15.   

  
If it is anticipated that construction or drilling will occur during the given timing restriction, a 
BLM or qualified biologist should be notified so surveys can be conducted.  Depending upon the 
results of the surveys, permission to proceed may or may not be recommended or granted by the 
BLM biologist. 
 
General Fish and Wildlife 
 
Big Game: 
Surface disturbances associated with the Proposed Action would result in the direct loss and 
fragmentation of approximately 0.92 acres of crucial fawning and calving habitat for deer and 



elk.  Habitat loss and fragmentation resulting from these disturbances could result in reduced 
habitat use by mule deer within and near disturbed areas, increased animal densities in adjoining 
habitats, and increased stress from intra- and interspecific competition. 
 
In addition to the direct loss and fragmentation of habitat associated with the Proposed Action, 
noise disturbances from construction activities could temporarily displace deer and elk from 
habitats in areas of human activity.  However, this is unlikely to occur during spring fawning and 
calving as no surface activities are allowed from May 15 – June 30 (see mitigation below).  As 
such, it is determined that the Proposed Action would not likely affect the trend of viability of 
big game populations for mule deer and elk. 
 
Mitigation:  
The proposed project is located within crucial deer fawning and elk calving habitat.  To 
minimize impacts construction activities are not allowed from May 15 – June 30.  This 
restriction would not apply to maintenance and operation of existing facilities.  This stipulation 
may be excepted if either the resource values change or the lessee/operator demonstrates to 
BLM’s satisfaction that adverse impacts can be mitigated. 
 
If it is anticipated that construction activities will occur during any of the given timing 
restrictions, a BLM or qualified biologist should be notified so surveys can be conducted.  
Depending upon the results of the surveys, permission to proceed may or may not be 
recommended or granted by the BLM biologist. 
 
Migratory birds:  
The proposed action would result in a loss of habitat including fragmentation for migratory birds.  
Direct impacts to nesting and breeding migratory birds may occur, depending upon the time of 
construction and location(s).  If construction occurs in the spring, during the nesting season, 
impacts would be greater than if ground disturbing activities occurred between late summer and 
late winter.  Impacts to birds during the spring could include nest abandonment, reproductive 
failure, displacement, and destruction of nests.  Construction would likely have a greater impact 
on Utah Partners in Flight high-priority migratory bird species that may be utilizing the project 
area due to their declining populations, habitat requirements dependence on restricted or 
vulnerable habitats and limited distribution.   
 
Given this project is in a higher precipitation area and reclamation guidelines are followed will 
help ensure a successful reclamation.   Successful reclamation will restore the vegetation and 
habitat for migratory birds.    .   
 
Recreation 
 
A “No Surface Occupancy” (NSO) Stipulation exists in the RMP (p. K-5) that states, 
“Developed recreation sites will be closed to the shooting of firearms, grazing, and all forms of 
surface-disturbing activities.”  Upon initial review, the project proposal falls within a GIS 
polygon for the P.R. Springs recreation site, however, on the ground review clearly shows a site 
mapping error that would place the recreation site south and east of the proposed location, and 
outside of the existing GIS polygon.  The proposed site does not fall within the developed 



recreation site and the polygon will be corrected internally.  As the proposed site does not 
actually fall within the developed recreation site, the proposal should not have direct or indirect 
impacts to the developed recreation site. 
 
Vegetation including Invasive Plants and Noxious Weeds 
 
Approximately 0.9-acres of vegetation will be disturbed during the construction of the proposed 
project. 
 
Surface disturbance associated with the Proposed Project would provide favorable conditions for 
the germination and establishment of undesirable non-native plant species.  These exotic plants 
can compete with and displace native plant species.  To minimize the risk of invasive plant 
establishment and spread due to the proposed action the following mitigation measures will be 
followed in addition to those included within the proposed action: 
 

1. A weed inventory shall be conducted prior to the beginning of ground disturbing 
activities and the location of any noxious weeds will be provided to the BLM in an Arc 
GIS compatible format. 

2. In areas where noxious weeds are already present, all vehicles and equipment shall be 
power-washed before moving to a new project area. 

3. The disturbance area shall be monitored for noxious weeds annually, for a minimum of 
three growing seasons following project completion.  Location information of any 
noxious weed populations identified during the monitoring will be reported to the BLM 
in an Arc GIS compatible format. 

NO ACTION 

Wildlife 

No Action: 
Under the no action alternative, there would be no direct disturbance and mortality, indirect 
effects or cumulative effects to threatened, endangered, and proposed, candidate, or sensitive 
wildlife species/habitat from surface disturbing activities associated with the construction of the 
proposed action.   

Vegetation Including Invasive Plants and Noxious Weeds 

Under the No Action alternative project related disturbance to the plant community would not 
occur.  Resource trends and conditions would continue.  The plant community would continue to 
be impacted by other ongoing land use activities such as energy development, livestock grazing, 
and ATV use. 

CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

Vegetation Including Invasive Plants and Noxious Weeds 

The CIAA for Vegetation wildlife will be defined as the PR Canyon 6th level sub-watershed.  
The CIAA covers approximately 11,221.4 acres on BLM, State of Utah, and privately held lands.  
Within the CIAA, there are no active approved field development NEPA documents.  As of 
08/24/2010, there is one abandoned oil and gas locations.  Using the assumption of 5.0 acres of 



disturbance per well (including associated roads and pipelines), as per the Vernal Resource 
Management Plan, 5 acres of the CIAA were disturbed some point in the past and are in various 
stages of reclamation (0.004% of the CIAA).  There are currently two well pads that serve as 
platforms for actively producing wells.  Using the above assumption, this has resulted in 10 acres 
of surface disturbance (0.009% of the CIAA).  Finally, nine wells are currently proposed that do 
not tier to these field development documents, which will result in 45 acres of surface 
disturbance (0.4% of the CIAA).  There are no currently proposed field developments within the 
CIAA.  Thus, in total 60 acres (0.5% of the CIAA) have been or will be disturbed within the 
CIAA due to energy development activities.  Within the CIAA, there are approximately 33.9 
miles of roads that have approximately 501.4 acres of permanent disturbance (4.5% of the 
CIAA).  In total past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future activities has resulted in 576.4 
acres of disturbance (5.1% of the CIAA).  This disturbance has and will continue to facilitate the 
establishment of non-desirable exotic plant species. The Proposed Action would add 0.9 acres of 
surface disturbance.  The No Action alternative would not result in an additional accumulation of 
impacts. 

Wildlife 

The CIAA for wildlife will be defined as the PR Canyon 6th level sub-watershed.  The CIAA 
covers approximately 11,221.4 acres on BLM, State of Utah, and privately held lands.  Within 
the CIAA, there are no active approved field development NEPA documents.  As of 08/24/2010, 
there is one abandoned oil and gas locations.  Using the assumption of 5.0 acres of disturbance 
per well (including associated roads and pipelines), as per the Vernal Resource Management 
Plan, 5 acres of the CIAA were disturbed some point in the past and are in various stages of 
reclamation (0.004% of the CIAA).  There are currently two well pads that serve as platforms for 
actively producing wells.  Using the above assumption, this has resulted in 10 acres of surface 
disturbance (0.009% of the CIAA).  Finally, nine wells are currently proposed that do not tier to 
these field development documents, which will result in 45 acres of surface disturbance (0.4% of 
the CIAA).  There are no currently proposed field developments within the CIAA.  Thus, in total 
60 acres (0.5% of the CIAA) have been or will be disturbed within the CIAA due to energy 
development activities.  Within the CIAA, there are approximately 33.9 miles of roads that have 
approximately 501.4 acres of permanent disturbance (4.5% of the CIAA).  In total past, present, 
and reasonably foreseeable future activities has resulted in 576.4 acres of disturbance (5.1% of 
the CIAA).  Impacts to migratory birds, elk, deer, sage grouse would continue by construction 
activities (s). Habitat fragmentation across the landscape would increase. Harassment to wildlife 
would increase by noise and activities associated with construction.  The above mentioned 
mitigation measurements will reduce these impacts at both direct and cumulatively levels.  The 
No Action alternative would not result in an additional accumulation of impacts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CHAPTER 5 
PERSONS, GROUPS, AND AGENCIES CONSULTED 

 

During preparation of the EA, the public was notified of the proposed action by posting the 
action to th e public E lectronic Notif ication Bulletin Board with its assigned NEPA num ber on 
July 28, 2010.  A public comm ent period of 30 days was offered from  October 8 th through 
November 8th, 2010. 

Table 5.2.  List of Preparers 

BLM staf f specia lists who determ ined the affected resources for this  docum ent are listed in  
Appendix A.  Those who contributed further analysis in the body of this EA are listed below. 

BLM Preparers 

Name Title Responsible for the Following Section(s) of this 
Document 

Cindy McKee Realty Specialist Project Leader 

Daniel Emmett Wildlife Biologist Fish and Wildlife Excluding USFWS Designated 
Species, Migratory Birds, T&E or Candidate 
Animal Species 

Aaron Roe Botanist Invasive Plants/Noxious Weeds, Vegetation 

Jason West Recreation Planner Recreation 
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6.2 List of Acronyms Used in this EA:   
 
BLM  Bureau of Land Management 
DR  Decision Record 
EA  Environmental Assessment 
EIS  Environmental Impact Statement 
ENBB  Environmental Notification Bulletin Board 
FLPMA Federal land Policy and Management Act of 1976 
FONSI  Finding of No Significant Impact 
ID  Interdisciplinary 
NEPA  National Environmental Policy Act 
RFA  Reasonably Foreseeable Action 
RMP   Resource Management Plan  
ROD   Record of Decision  
ROW  Right-of-Way 
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Appendix A 
 

INTERDISCIPLINARY TEAM CHECKLIST 
 
Project Title:  Earth Energy Resources Inc proposes to amend their existing ROW UTU-86004 to expand their 
water well pad to 200’ X 200’.  
 
NEPA Log Number:  DOI-BLM-UT-G010-2010-0308 EA 
 
File/Serial Number:  UTU-86004 
 
Project Leader:   Cindy McKee 
 

DETERMINATION OF STAFF: (Choose one of the following abbreviated options for the left column) 

NP = not present in the area impacted by the proposed or alternative actions  
NI = present, but not affected to a degree that detailed analysis is required  
PI = present with potential for relevant impact that need to be analyzed in detail in the EA 
NC = (DNAs only) actions and impacts not changed from those disclosed in the existing NEPA documents cited in 

Section D of the DNA form. The Rationale column may include NI and NP discussions. 

Determi-
nation Resource Rationale for Determination* Signature Date 

RESOURCES AND ISSUES CONSIDERED (INCLUDES SUPPLEMENTAL AUTHORITIES APPENDIX 1 H-1790-1) 

NI Air Quality 

Dust emissions currently occur from vehicles utilizing the 
subject roads.  Those air quality impacts are encompassed 
within the Uinta Basin Air Quality Study (UBAQS) that 
was conducted in 2009. Overall, air quality in the Basin 
was modeled as being within attainment of the NAAQS.  
The 2012 horizon showed isolated modeled exceedences 
of the ozone NAAQS, which are thought to be residual 
effects from utilizing Wasatch Front monitors (which are 
120 miles away in a non-attainment area) to calibrate the 
model.  An additional model was run for the Greater 
Natural Buttes project.  The results of that model 
correspond with the results of the UBAQS model.  There 
are no regulatory monitoring data for the project area to 
verify and calibrate the results of either model, although 
monitoring is ongoing beginning in July 2009.  
Preliminary monitoring results are showing exceedences 
of the ozone NAAQS in the Uinta Basin during the winter 
when snow cover is present.  However, ozone formation 
from its component parts (NOx and VOCs) is a non-
linear, photo-reactive process, and no models exist to 
predict the formulation of winter-time ozone.  It is 
anticipated that the incremental change from this project’s 
alternatives would be so small as to be undetectable by 
both models and monitors.   

Stephanie Howard 7/28/2010

NP Areas of Critical 
Environmental Concern  None present per VFO RMP and VFO GIS data Base. Jason West 8/23/2010

NP BLM Natural Areas None present per Vernal Field Office RMP and VFO GIS 
data base. Jason West 8/23/2010



Determi-
nation Resource Rationale for Determination* Signature Date 

NP Cultural Resources 

The Area of Potential (APE) is defined as the area within 
the polygon/map for the project area.   
Montgomery Archaeological Consultants (MOAC) 
conducted an intensive pedestrian survey on the entire 
APE (U-10-MQ-0280b).  No cultural material was 
identified with the inventory.  A recommendation of  “no 
adverse” effect was given for the undertaking in a 
consultation letter sent to the Deputy State Historic 
Preservation Officer on 8/3/2010.   

Kathie Davies 8/3/2010 

NP Environm ental Justice 
No minority or economically disadvantaged communities 

or populations would be disproportionately adversely 
affected by the proposed action or alternatives. 

Stephanie Howard 7/28/2010

NP Farmlands (Prime or Unique) 

All prime and unique farmlands in Uintah County are 
irrigated.  No irrigated lands or orchards are located in the 
project area.    
 

Stephanie Howard 7/28/2010

PI Fish and Wildlife Excluding 
USFWS Designated Species 

The proposed project is within Elk calving and deer 
fawning habitat.  There are no known or documented 
raptor nests within ½ mile of the proposed project area.   
 
Water depletion will not occur. 

Daniel Emmett 8/20/2010

NP Floodplains  No floodplains are present within the project area 
personal knowledge and Field Office GIS data.  Stan Olmstead 9/9/2010 

NI Fuels/Fire Management No Fuels/fire management projects or needs present per 
VFO GIS data base Cindy McKee 7-28-10 

NI Geology / Mineral 
Resources/Energy Production 

Geology and mineral resources will not be adversely 
impacted by the project. Betty Gamber 9/10/2010

NI Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

No standards have been set by EPA or other regulatory 
agencies for greenhouse gases.  In addition, the 
assessment of greenhouse gas emissions and climate 
change is still in its earliest stages of formulation.  Global 
scientific models are inconsistent, and regional or local 
scientific models are lacking so that it is not technically 
feasible to determine the net impacts to climate due to 
greenhouse gas emissions.  It is anticipated that 
greenhouse gas emissions associated with this action and 
its alternative(s) would be negligible. 

Stephanie Howard 7/28/2010

NI Hydrologic Conditions 
(storm water) 

Surface disturbance would be limited to a relatively small 
area of previously disturbed surfaces of low gradient. 
Surface water flow patterns would not be expected to 

change noticeably due to the development of the project. 
The area primarily on upland surfaces and would not be 

expected to move soils in the case of a heavy storm event. 

Stan Olmstead 9/9/2010 

PI Invasive Plants/Noxious 
Weeds (EO 13112) 

Up to 0.92 acres of native vegetation will be disturbed by 
the proposed project providing suitable habitat for the 
establishment of invasive plants and noxious weeds. 

Aaron Roe 8/23/2010

NI Lands/Access 
Proposed project is located on public lands. ROW holders 

located within the project area will be notified of the 
proposed action. 

Cindy McKee 7-28-10 

NI Livesto ck Grazing 

The project is within the PR Springs Pasture of the Sweet 
Water Allotment, which is a summer cattle grazing 

operation, the project may have the potential to affect 
small seeps that are fed by groundwater in the area, which 

cattle utilize.  

Dusty Carpenter 08/20/10 



Determi-
nation Resource Rationale for Determination* Signature Date 

 
Although forage would be removed from the well pad, the 

amount in relation to the remaining portion of the PR 
Springs pasture of the Sweetwater allotment is minimal 

and does not require further impact analysis. 

PI Migrator y Birds 
Migratory birds (passerines, PIF spp’s, etc.) are present 
(see Appendix B). 

 
Daniel Emmett 08/20/10 

 Native American Religious 
Concerns Tribal consultation was conducted on 8/3/2010.   Kathie Davies 8/3/2010d

NI 
Non-WSA Lands with 

Wilderness 
Characteristics 

The proposed area falls within an area Identified within 
the 2007 Wilderness Characteristics inventory which was 

found not to have wilderness characteristics. 
Jason West 8/3/2010 

NP Paleontolog y Construction will take place within a previously disturbed 
area. Betty Gamber  9/10/2010

NI Rangeland Health Standards  

Rangeland Health Assessments have not been done for 
the Sweet Water Allotment.  Due to the scope of the 
project it is not likely that rangeland health would be 

affected by the proposed project 

Dusty Carpenter 8/20/2010

PI Recre ation Proposed Project falls within PR Springs Polygon 
Developed Recreation area Polygon Jason West 8/23/2010

NI Socio-Economics 

No impact to the social or economic status of the county 
or nearby communities would occur from this project due 
to its small size in relation to ongoing development 
throughout the basin. 

Stephanie Howard 7/28/2010

NI Soils Low potential for soil erosion due to level surface area 
and an adequate reclamation plan Steve Strong 8/24/2010

PI Threatened, Endangered or 
Candidate Animal Species 

Sage grouse lek within 1.47 miles of proposed project. 
Water depletion will not occur.  No MSO habitat within 
.5 miles of Proposed project.   

Daniel Emmett 8/20/2010

NP Threatened, Endangered or 
Candidate Plant Species 

As per the BLM GIS layers and by reference previous 
survey results there are no TEC plant species in the 

vicinity of the proposed project area 
Aaron Roe 8/23/2010

SSP: NP 
 

Veg: PI 

Vegetation, Excluding 
USFWS Designated Species 

SSP: As per the BLM GIS layers and by reference 
previous survey results there are no Bureau-sensitive 

plant species in the vicinity of the proposed project area 
 

Veg: Up to 0.92 acres of native vegetation will be 
disturbed by the proposed project. 

Aaron Roe 8/23/2010

NI Visual Resources 

Proposed project is located within VRM Class III per 
VFO GIS data base, the action would be allowed under 

Class III objectives. Best management practices would be 
followed. 

Jason West 8/23/2010

NI Wastes  
(hazardous or solid) 

No chemicals subject to reporting under SARA Title III 
in amounts greater than 10,000 pounds would be used, 

produced, stored, transported, or disposed of annually in 
association with the project.  Trash and other waste 

materials would be cleaned up and removed immediately 
after completion of operations. 

Stephanie Howard 7/28/2010

NP Waters of the U.S. 
Waters of the U.S. are not present per GIS data base, 

therefore, no impact will occur and a USACE permit is 
not required. 

Cindy McKee 7-28-10 

Surface: NI 
 
 

Water Resources/Quality 
(surface/ground) 

Although the potential for negative impacts to surface 
water quality is present during construction due to soil 

movement/erosion the area of disturbance is small, of low 

     Stan Olmstead  
 
 

9/9/2010 
 
 



Determi-
nation Resource Rationale for Determination* Signature Date 

Ground: NI gradient topography, and well away from perennial water. 
 

Groundwater is present at approximately 100 ft. Surface 
disturbance will not adversely affect groundwater. 

 
Betty Gamber 

Ground 

9/10/2010

NP W etlands/Riparian Zones No riparian habitat is present in the project area. Personal 
knowledge and Field Office GIS data.  Stan Olmstead 9/9/2010 

NP Wild and Scenic Rivers None present as per Vernal RM/EIS Jason West 8/23/2010

NP Wild Horses and Burros No herd areas or herd management areas are present per 
VFO GIS data Base. Cindy McKee 7-28-10 

NP Wilderness/WSA No wilderness areas have been designated by the U. S. 
Congress on BLM lands in the VFO. Jason West 8/23/2010

NI Woodland / Forestry Proposed project should not impact forest or woodlands 
per review of project proposal.  David Palmer  

8/20/2010
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Appendix B: Threatened, Endangered, Candidate, Utah Special Status Animal Species including Partners-In-Flight Species of 
Concern.  
 
 
 
 
Species 

 
 
 
Status 

 
 
 
Habitat Association 

 
Potential for Occurrence Within 
the Proposed Project Area and 
Cumulative Effects Area 

 
Eliminated 
From Detailed 
Analysis 
(Yes/No)

Bonytail 
Gila elegans 

FE Is endemic to the Colorado River system within main 
channels of large rivers, and favor swift currents. 

None.  This species occurs in the Green 
River.  Habitat is not present within the 
project area.   
 
Water depletion will occur for the 
proposed project. 

Yes 

Colorado pikeminnow 
Ptychocheilus 
lucius  

FE Known from the Colorado River system.  Uses large swift 
rivers. 

None.  This species occurs in the Green 
and White Rivers.  Habitat is not 
present within the project area. 
 
Water depletion will occur for the 
proposed project. 

Yes 

Humpback chub 
Gila cypha 

FE Is endemic to the Colorado River System within deep, 
swift-running rivers, with canyon shaded environments.   

None.  This species occurs in the Green 
River.  Habitat is not present within the 
project area.   
 
Water depletion will occur for the 
proposed project. 

Yes 

Razorback sucker 
Xyrauchen texanus 

FE Endemic to large rivers of the Colorado River system.   None.  This species occurs in the Green 
and White Rivers.  Habitat is not 
present within the project area.   
 
Water depletion will occur for the 
proposed project.. 

Yes 

Black-footed ferret 
Mustela nigripes 

FE Semi-arid grasslands and mountain basins.  It is found 
primarily in association with active prairie dog colonies that 
contain suitable burrow densities and colonies that are of 
sufficient size. 

None.  The distribution of this species 
is limited to a nonessential 
experimental population reintroduced 
into Coyote Basin, Uintah County 
starting in 1999.  Habitat is present 
within or near the project area.   
 

Yes 



 
 
 
Species 

 
 
 
Status 

 
 
 
Habitat Association 

 
Potential for Occurrence Within 
the Proposed Project Area and 
Cumulative Effects Area 

 
Eliminated 
From Detailed 
Analysis 
(Yes/No)

Canada Lynx 
Lynx lynx canadensis 

FT Primarily occurs in Douglas-fir, Spruce-fir, and subalpine 
forests at elevations above 7,800 feet amsl.  The lynx uses 
large woody debris, such as downed logs and windfalls.   

None.  If extant in Utah, this species 
most likely occurs in montane forests in 
the Uinta Mountains.  Habitat is not 
present within the project area. 
 

Yes 

Mexican spotted owl 
Strix occidentalis lucida 

FT; PIF In Utah, found primarily in rocky canyons.  Nests in caves 
or crevices.  Roosts on ledges or in trees in canyons.  The 
species prefers mesic (moister/cooler) canyons with mixed 
conifer or riparian components.  Breeding and nesting 
season: March through August. 

None.  The habitat as been surveyed 
and determined unsuitable for nesting 
(Assessment of Potential Mexican 
Spotted Owl Nesting on BLM-
Administered Lands in Northeastern 
Utah, September 2005). 
 

Yes 

Western yellow-billed 
cuckoo 
Coccyzus americanus 
occidentalis 

FC; PIF Riparian obligate and usually occurs in large tracts of 
cottonwood/willow habitats.  However, this species also has 
been documented in lowland deciduous woodlands, alder 
thickets, deserted farmlands, and orchards.  Breeding 
season: late June through July. 

None.  Species is known to occur along 
the Green River and the Ouray National 
Wildlife Refuge.  Habitat is not present 
within the project area.   
 
 

Yes 

Bluehead sucker 
Catostomus discobolus 

CAS Occupies a wide range of aquatic habitats ranging from 
cold, clear mountain streams to warm, turbid rivers. 

None.  The Bluehead sucker is native in 
parts of Utah.  The species occurs in the 
upper Colorado River system.  Habitat 
is not present within the project area.   
 
Water depletion will occur for the 
proposed project. 
 

Yes 

Flannelmouth sucker 
Catostomus latipinnis 

CAS Adults occur in riffles, runs, and pools in streams and large 
rivers, with the highest densities usually in pool habitat.  
Young live in slow to moderately swift waters near the 
shoreline areas. 

None.  The Flannemouth sucker is 
native in Utah.  The species occurs in 
the Colorado River system.  Habitat is 
not present within the project area.   
 
Water depletion will occur for the 
proposed project. 
 

Yes 



 
 
 
Species 

 
 
 
Status 

 
 
 
Habitat Association 

 
Potential for Occurrence Within 
the Proposed Project Area and 
Cumulative Effects Area 

 
Eliminated 
From Detailed 
Analysis 
(Yes/No)

Roundtail chub 
Gila robusta 

CAS Adults inhabit low to high flow areas in the Green River; 
young occur in shallow areas with minimal flow.   

None.  The Roundtail chub is native in 
Utah.  The species occurs in the 
Colorado River system.  Habitat is not 
present within the project area.   
 
Water depletion will occur for the 
proposed project. 

Yes 

Colorado River Cutthroat 
trout 
Oncorhynchus clarkii 
pleuriticus 

CAS Requires cool, clear water and well-vegetated streambanks 
for cover and bank stability; instream cover in the formof 
deep pools and boulders and logs also is important; adapted 
to relatively cold water, thrives at high elevations.  Most 
remaining populations are fluvial or resident.  Occurs also in 
lakes.   

None.  Habitat is not present within the 
project area. 

Yes 

Northern Goshawk 
Accipiter gentilis 

CAS Generally found in a wide variety of forest types including 
deciduous, coniferous, and mixed forests.  Typically mature 
and old growth forests and generally selects larger tracts of 
forest over smaller tracts.  In the western U.S., 
characteristically nests in coniferous forests including those 
dominated by ponderosa pine, lodgepole, or in mixed 
forests dominated by various coniferous speciss including, 
Douglas-fir, cedar, hemlock, spruce, and larch.  Western 
birds also nest in deciduous forests dominated by aspen, 
paper birch, or willow.   

None.  Prefers old-growth forests near 
or within large drainage systems.  
Habitat is not present within the project 
area. 

Yes 

Bald eagle 
Haliaeetus leucocephalus 

WSC In Utah, breeding occurrences are limited to 10 locations 
within four counties (Carbon, Daggett, Duchesne, Grand, 
and Salt Lake counties).  Winter habitat typically includes 
areas of open water, adequate food sources, and sufficient 
diurnal perches and night roosts. 

None.  Bald eagles utilize ungulate 
winter ranges that provide carrion, and 
areas of open water such as the Green 
River.  No nest or roost sites present 
near the project area.   

Yes 

American white pelican 
Pelecanus 
erythrorhynchos 

WSC; PIF Inhabits areas of open water including large rivers, lakes, 
ponds, and reservoirs with surrounding habitats ranging 
from barren to heavily vegetated sites.  Typically nests on 
isolated islands in lakes or reservoirs.   

None.  Known to nest on islands 
associated with Great Salt and Utah 
Lakes.  In northeastern Utah, the 
species occurs as a transient on larger 
water bodies.  Habitat is not present 
within the project area. 

Yes 



 
 
 
Species 

 
 
 
Status 

 
 
 
Habitat Association 

 
Potential for Occurrence Within 
the Proposed Project Area and 
Cumulative Effects Area 

 
Eliminated 
From Detailed 
Analysis 
(Yes/No)

Greater Sage-grouse 
Centrocercus 
urophasianus 

WSC; PIF Inhabits upland sagebrush habitat in rolling hills and 
benches.  Breeding occurs on open leks (or strutting 
grounds) and nesting and brooding occurs in upland areas 
and meadows in proximity to water and generally within a 
2-mile radius of the lek.  During winter, sagebrush habitats 
at submontane elevations commonly are used. 

Low.  The species is widespread, but 
declining, with extant populations in 
Uintah and Duchesne counties.  
Brooding habitat is present within the 
project area.   

No 

Ferruginous hawk 
Buteo regalis 

WSC; PIF Resides mainly in lowland open desert terrain characterized 
by barren cliffs and bluffs, pinon-juniper woodlands, 
sagebrush-rabbit brush, and cold desert shrub.  Nesting 
habitat includes promontory points and rocky outcrops. 

None.  This species is known to occur 
in the West Desert and the Uintah 
Basin as a summer resident and a 
common migrant.  Within the Uintah 
Basin, the species is more associated 
with prairie dog colonies as the main 
prey base.  No nest was observed 
within ½ mile of the project area. 

Yes 

Burrowing owl 
Athene cunicularia 

WSC Inhabits desert, semi-desert shrubland, grasslands, and 
agriculture areas.  Nesting habitat primarily consists of flat, 
dry, and relatively open terrain; short vegetation; and 
abandoned mammal burrows (within northeastern Utah 
primarily in association with prairie dog complexes) for 
nesting and shelter. 

None.  Known to occur in Uintah and 
Duchesne counties.  Habitat is over ½ 
mile of the project area.   

Yes 

Mountain plover 
Charadrius montanus 

WSC; PIF In the Uintah Basin, small Mountain plover populations 
breed in shrub-steppe habitat where vegetation is sparse and 
sagebrush communities are dominated by Artemesia spp. 
with components of black sage and grasses.  Nest locations 
also vary with respect to topography (nests were located on 
flat, open ground; on the top or at the base of slopes; or very 
close to large rocky outcroppings). 

None.  The only known breeding 
population of Mountain plover in Utah 
is located on Myton Bench.  Habitat is 
not present within the project area. 

Yes 

White-tailed prairie dog 
Cynomys leucurus 

WSC Inhabits grasslands, plateaus, plains and desert shrub 
habitats.  White-tailed prairie dogs form colonies or “towns” 
and spend much of their time in underground burrows and 
hibernating during the winter months.   

None.  Prairie dogs are an obligate 
species to several other state-sensitive 
species, such as Ferruginous hawk, 
Mountain plover, and Burrowing owl, 
in that these species depend on them for 
food, shelter, and nesting habitat or 
habitat manipulation.  Habitat is not 

Yes 



 
 
 
Species 

 
 
 
Status 

 
 
 
Habitat Association 

 
Potential for Occurrence Within 
the Proposed Project Area and 
Cumulative Effects Area 

 
Eliminated 
From Detailed 
Analysis 
(Yes/No)

present within the project area. 
Short-eared owl 
Asio flammeus 

WSC Inhabits arid grasslands, agricultural areas, marshes, and 
occasionally open woodlands.  In Utah, cold desert shrub 
and sagebrush-rabbit brush habitats also are utilized.  
Typically a ground nester.   

None.  Known to occur in Uintah 
County, with occurrence probable in 
Duchesne County.  Historically, 
breeding Short-eared owls have been 
documented within the project area.   

Yes 

Lewis’s Woodpecker 
Melanerpes lewis 

WSC; PIF Inhabits open habitats including pine forests, riparian areas, 
and pinion-juniper woodlands.  Breeding habitat typically 
includes ponderosa pines and cottonwoods in stream 
bottoms and farm areas.  The species inhabits agricultural 
lands and urban parks, montane and desert riparian 
woodlands, and submontane shrub habitats.   

None.  In Utah, the species is 
widespread, but is an uncommon nester 
along the Green River.  Breeding by 
this species has been observed in Ouray 
and Uintah counties, and along Pariette 
Wash.  Habitat is not present within the 
project area. 

Yes 

Three-toed Woodpecker 
Picoides tridactylus 

WSC; PIF Prefers coniferous forest, primarily spruce and balsam fir.  It 
inhabits areas where dead timber remains after fires or 
logging.  It is found less frequently in mixed forest, and 
occasionally in Willow thickets along streams.  Also found 
in high elevation aspen groves, bogs, and swamps. 

None.  In Utah, the species is 
widespread but no habitat exists within 
the Project Area.  The Three-toed 
woodpecker is associated more with 
spruce trees and not pinion pine or 
Doug-fir.  Habitat is not present within 
the project area. 

Yes 

Grasshopper sparrow 
Ammodramus savannarum 

WSC; PIF Prefers grasslands of intermediate height and are often 
associated with clumped vegetation interspersed with 
patches of bare ground.  Other habitat requirements include 
moderately deep litter and sparse coverage of woody 
vegetation. 

Moderate.  In Utah, the species is 
widespread and has been known to 
breed in Uintah, Duchesne, and Daggett 
counties.  Habitat is present within the 
project area.   

No 

Long-billed Curlew 
Numenius americanus 

WSC; PIF Inhabits shortgrass prairies, alpine meadows, riparian 
woodlands, and reservoir habitats.  Breeding habitat 
includes upland areas of shortgrass prairie or grassy 
meadows with bare ground components, usually near water. 

None.  Widespread migrant in Utah.  
Breeding birds are fairly common but 
localized, primarily in central and 
northwestern Utah.  Potential nesting 
has been reported in Uintah County, but 
has not been confirmed.  Habitat is not 
present within the project area. 
 
 

Yes 
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Status 

 
 
 
Habitat Association 

 
Potential for Occurrence Within 
the Proposed Project Area and 
Cumulative Effects Area 

 
Eliminated 
From Detailed 
Analysis 
(Yes/No)

Bobolink 
Dolichonyx oryzivorus 

WSC; PIF Inhabits mesic and irrigated meadows, riparian woodlands, 
and subalpine marshes at lower elevations (2,800 to 5,000 
feet amsl).  Suitable breeding habitat for this ground nester 
includes tall grass, flooded meadows, prairies, and 
agricultural fields; forbs and perch sites also are required. 

None.  The species breeds in isolated 
areas of Utah, primarily in the northern 
half of the state.  Breeding and winter 
habitat have been documented 
throughout Uintah, Duchesne, and 
Daggett counties.  Habitat is not present 
within the project area. 

Yes 

Big free-tailed bat 
Nyctinomops macrotis 

WSC Rocky areas in rugged country.  The species has been 
observed in lowlands of river floodplain-arroyo association; 
also in shrub desert and woodland habitats.  Roosts in rock 
crevices (vertical or horizontal) in cliffs; also in buildings 
caves, and occasionally tree holes.  Winter habits unknown. 

None.  The species has been 
documented in northeastern part of the 
state from Daggett County into 
Wyoming.  Habitat for this species is 
not present within the project area. 

Yes 

Fringed myotis 
Myotis thysanodes 

WSC The species is widely distributed throughout Utah, but is not 
very common in the state.  The Fringed myotis inhabits 
caves, mines, and buildings, most often in desert and 
woodland areas. 

None.  High value and substantial value 
habitat exists for the species in southern 
Utah in lower elevations; however, the 
species has had a couple documented 
sightings along the White River.  
Habitat is not present within the project 
area.   

Yes 

Spotted bat 
Euderma maculatum 

WSC Inhabits desert shrub, sagebrush-rabbit brush, pinion-juniper 
woodland, and ponderosa pine and montane forest habitats.  
The species also uses lowland riparian and montane 
grassland habitats.  Suitable cliff habitat typically appears to 
be necessary for roosts/hibernacula.  Spotted bats typically 
do not migrate and use hibernacula that maintain a constant 
temperature above freezing from September through May. 

None.  The species potentially occurs 
throughout Utah; however, no 
occurrence records exist for the 
extreme northern or western parts of the 
state.  Known occurrences have been 
reported in northeastern Uintah County.  
Habitat is not present within the project 
area.   

Yes 

Townsends big-eared bat 
Corynorhinus townsendii 

WSC Inhabits a wide range of habitats from semidesert 
shrublands and pinion-juniper woodlands to open montane 
shrublands and pinion-juniper woodlands to open montane 
forests.  Roosting occurs in mines and caves, in abandoned 
buildings, on rock cliffs, and occasionally in tree cavities.  
Foraging occurs well after dark over water, along margins 
of vegetation, and over sagebrush. 

None.  The species occurs throughout 
much of Utah including Duchesne and 
Uintah counties.  One individual was 
collected at the Ouray National 
Wildlife Refuge in 1980.  Roosting 
habitat for this species potentially could 
occur in areas where rock cliffs and 

Yes 
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Cumulative Effects Area 

 
Eliminated 
From Detailed 
Analysis 
(Yes/No)

caves are present.  Habitat is not 
present within the project area.    

Western (Boreal) toad 
Bufo boreas 

WSC Commonly found throughout most of Utah and can be 
found in a variety of habitats, including slow moving 
streams, wetlands, desert springs, ponds, lakes meadows, 
and woodlands. 

None.  The species is commonly spread 
throughout central and northern Utah.  
The only known occurrence in the 
basin exists within the northwest 
portion of Uintah County which has 
substantial value habitat for the species.  
Habitat is not present within the project 
area. 

Yes 

Corn snake 
Elaphe guttata  

WSC Habitat includes pine woodlands, brushy fields, open 
hardwood forests, mangrove thickets, barnyards, and 
abandoned buildings, areas near springs, old trash dumps, 
and caves. 

None.  Occurs in Uintah County.  The 
species have been identified at Ouray 
National Wildlife Refuge.  Habitat is 
not present within the project area.   

Yes 

Smooth green snake 
Opheodrys vernalis 

WSC Habitat includes meadows, grassy marshes, moist grassy 
fields at forest edges, mountain shrublands, stream borders, 
bogs, open moist woodland, abandoned farmland, and 
vacant lots. 

None.  Although not commonly seen 
throughout Utah the species has been 
documented in the northern section of 
Uintah County in lower elevations. 

Yes 

Prairie falcon 
Falco mexicanus 

PIF Habitat includes alpine, cliff, cropland/hedgegrow, desert, 
and grassland/herbaceous areas.   

None.  Habitat is not present within the 
project area.   

Yes 

Swainson’s hawk 
Buteo swainsonii 

PIF Inhabits grasslands, deserts, agricultural areas, shrublands, 
marshlands, and riparian forests.  Nest in trees in or near 
open areas.  Breeding season: April 1 – July 15. 

None.  Habitat is not present within the 
project area.   

Yes 

Black-chinned 
hummingbird 
Archilochus alexandri 

PIF Habitat includes dry lowlands and foothills with pinion-
juniper woodlands.   
 

None.  Habitat is not present within the 
project area.   

Yes 

Broad-tailed hummingbird 
Selasphorus platycercus 

PIF Habitat includes open woodland, especially pinion-juniper, 
pine-oak, and conifer-aspen association; brushy hillsides; 
montane scrub and thickets. 

None.  Habitat is not present within the 
project area.   

Yes 

Brewer’s sparrow 
Spizella breweri 

PIF Habitat includes desert and shrubland/chaparral. Moderate.  Habitat is present within the 
project area.   

No 

Cassin’s finch 
Carpodacus cassinii 

PIF Habitat includes open coniferous forest; in migration and 
winter also in deciduous woodland, secondary growth, 
scrub, brushy areas, partly open situations with scattered 

None.  Habitat is not present within the 
project area.   

Yes 
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trees. 
Cassin’s kingbird 
Tyrannus vociferan 

PIF Habitat includes sparse woods and dry scrub areas.   None.  Habitat is not present within the 
project area.   

Yes 

Clark’s nutcracker 
Nucifraga Columbiana 

PIF Habitat includes open coniferous forest, forest edge and 
clearings, primarily in mountains, but wandering into 
various habitats; in winter also in lowlands. 

None.  Habitat is not present within the 
Project Area.   

Yes 

Gray flycatcher 
Empidonax wrightii 

PIF Habitat includes arid areas of sagebrush or pinion-juniper 
woodlands. 

None.  Habitat is not present within the 
project area.   

Yes 

Gray vireo 
Vireo vicinior 

PIF Habitat includes dry shrubby areas, chaparral, and sparse 
woodlands.   

None.  Habitat is not present within the 
project area.   

Yes 

Green-tailed towhee 
Pipilo chlorurus 

PIF Habitat is usually low shrubs, sometimes interspersed with 
trees; avoids typical forest, other than open pinion-juniper 
woodlands.  In pinion-juniper, associated with sagebrush 
(Artemesia spp.) dominated openings with high shrub 
species richness. 

None.  Habitat is not present within the 
project area.   

Yes 

Juniper titmouse 
Parus inornatus 
 

PIF Habitat includes sparse pinion-juniper and oak woodlands. None.  Habitat is not present within the 
project area.   

Yes 

Mountain bluebird 
Sialia currucoides 
 

PIF Habitat includes subalpine meadows, grasslands, shrub-
steppe, savanna, and pinion-juniper woodlands; in south 
usually at elevations above 1500 m (4900 ft.).  In winter and 
migration also inhabits desert, brushy areas and agricultural 
lands. 

High.  Habitat is present within the 
project area.   

No 

Pinion jay 
Gymnorhinus 
cyanocephalus 

PIF Habitat includes semi-arid foothills with pinion-juniper 
woodlands. 

None.  Habitat is not present within the 
project area.   

Yes 

Sage sparrow 
Amphispiza belli 

PIF Habitat includes dry sagebrush/scrublands with sparse 
vegetation. 

High.  Habitat is present within the 
project area.   

No 

Sage thrasher 
Oreoscoptes montanus 

PIF Habitat includes desert and shrubland/chaparral. High.  Habitat is present within the 
project area.   

No 

Virginia’s warbler 
Vermivora virginiae 

PIF Habitat includes dry woodlands, scrub oak brushlands, 
canyons and ravines. 

None.  Habitat is not present within the 
project area.   

Yes 

White-throated swift 
Aeronautes saxatalis 

PIF Habitat includes cliffs and canyons. None.  Habitat is not present within the 
project area.   

Yes 



 
 
 
Species 

 
 
 
Status 

 
 
 
Habitat Association 

 
Potential for Occurrence Within 
the Proposed Project Area and 
Cumulative Effects Area 

 
Eliminated 
From Detailed 
Analysis 
(Yes/No)

Wilson’s phalarope 
Phalaropus tricolor 

PIF Habitat includes grassland/herbaceous riparian and 
wetlands. 

None.  Habitat is not present within the 
project area.   

Yes 

 
Federally Listed Species:       

 FE = Federally listed as endangered;     
 FT = Federally listed as threatened; 
 FC = Federally listed as candidate 

State Sensitive Species: 
 CAS = State Conservation Agreement Species; 
 WSA = Wildlife Species of Concern 

PIF = Partners in Flight species of concern, Colorado Plateau, Utah Mountains, potentially in the Vernal Field Office. 
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